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It's July 31, 2020 . In today's issue: Chimney Rock reopens; Digitizing our
collections; Was there a North Platte Riot?; National award for Votes for
Women; Survive falling down a well; New to National Register of Historic
Places; Amelia Earhart's pilot's license; 300th anniversary of Villasur Massacre;

Events.

Chimney Rock Museum reopens August 1
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The story of the most mentioned landmark on Oregon Trail is ready to be told
once again. The Chimney Rock Museum opens its doors Saturday, August 1.
We closed the museum last fall for an expansion and major renovation. Visitors

of all ages will experience new exhibits and amenities in the expanded space.

Due to the ongoing pandemic, wedre nc
year. We'll do something special later. In the meantime, after this weekend the

museum will be open Wednesday through Sunday, 10 am i 4 pm. Keep reading

We're digitizing our newspaper collection!

By Trevor Jones, Director & CEO

Microfilm makes my eyes hurt. Years ago | used to buy microfilm reels from the
National Archives and take the bus across town to visit a friend who owned a
microfilm reader. | would sit there pouring over blurry Civil War rosters until my
eyes feltlikethey 6d been rubbed with sandpape
of a choice. You either went to Washington to look at original documents, or

you suffered 7 scrolling through pages of microfilm to find the one thing you
needed.

Digitization has made research much easier and more pleasant . Now | can
do in an hour what used to take me days to accomplish, and | can do it from the
comfort of my couch. That is why | 6m
partnership with Newspapers.com to digitize our newspaper collection and

make it searchable online. Soon, every visitor to our research room will have
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instant digital access to hundreds of Nebraska newspapers, and with a
Newspapers.com subscription, they will be accessible from anywhere.

This is just one of many efforts History Nebraska is making to improve
access to our collections. Our missic

I n t oday-&%world & m&ans a focus on digital resources.

Wedbre making strides, buln20i&Ibistoey got &
Nebraska asked LYRASIS, a non-profit organization specializing in helping
libraries, archives, and museums, to evaluate our library and reference room
operations. The results were discouraging. They told us we were 10-15 years
behind where we should be , and that many of our collections were difficult to

use or even inaccessible.

Fortunately, LYRASIS also provided dozens of recommendation s on how

to fix these problems. Since then His
made digitizationthei r t op priority, and weodore \
audacious goal is to put 1,000,000 digital records online this year.

Oof cour se, these efforts take both st

to help, support our work by becoming a member _ of History

Nebraska. And please consider donating to the History Nebraska

Foundation .
We hope youo6l!l continue to use our or
ready, we 0r eomeyaidpersdanatow mliseums and historic sites

I especially our renovated museum at Chimney Rock National Historic Site!
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No mob? No riot? What really happened when North

Platte forced Black residents to flee
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In 1929 a Black business owner named Louis Seeman fatally shot a North
Platte police officer while resisting arrest. Later that day a group of local men
visited every Black household in North Platte, telling people to get out of town
by 3 p.m. The <cityds BI onlgtke clothes ondheint s
back. Outside media called it the North Platte Race Riot.

Butitw a s @& ot according to a 1979 Nebraska History article. Does the

article interpret the event correctly, or does it minimize it and miss the point?

Keep reading
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Nebraska History Museum wins national award for

Votes for Women
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The American Association for State and Local History honored History
Nebraska with an Award of Excellence for our Votes for Women exhibit. The
AASLH Leadership in History Awards, now in its 75th year, is the most
prestigious recognition for achievement in the preservation and interpretation of

state and local history. Read more
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Did you know that Nebraska could have been the first territory to allow women
the vote? The lower house of the territorial legislature passed a bill in 1856...

Read more

How to survive falling down a well

F. W. Carlin survived a 143-foot fall down a well, but then he had another

problem. Nobody knew he was there, and no one was likely to coming looking
for him. If was to make it out alive, he would have to do it on his own.
The photo above shows the digging of a different Custer County well. Well

digging was a vital, difficult, and dangerous task on the high plains. Shallow
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wells could be dug with an auger, but on tablelands a well might have to go
down 100 or even 200 feet. Before hydraulic drilling, sometimes the only way to

do it was to go down the hole yourself and have a man to raise and lower the

rope.
Professionalwellkdi gger s | earned their trade b
digging. Sections of a well mi ght al s

to keep them from caving in. There were a lot of ways to die: cave-ins, falling

buckets,oras phy xi ati on from fithe dampod (ca

Abandoned wells could be dangerous too, as Mr. Carlin discovered. Did he

make it out?

What are we doing with Amelia Earhart's pilot's

license?
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Famed aviator Amelia Earhart wasn't a Nebraskan, but such is the reputation of
History Nebraska's Gerald R. Ford Conservation Center that its conservators

work on objects from many out-of-state collections.

Earhart's "sporting” (as opposed to commercial) pilot's license from 1928 was in
bad shape when it arrived at the Ford Center. Keep reading

Four Nebraska locations added to National Register

of Historic Places

The National Registerod6s new Nebraska
historic districts: the A.B. Fuller House in Decatur , St. Patrick's Catholic Church
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in O'Neill , the North Platte Commercial Historic District, and Little Bohemia
Neighborhood in Omaha.

The Fuller House was built by the san
buil dings; it now houses the Decatur
two years old when Father Edward J. Flanagan (later of Boys Town fame)

served his first parish assignment there in 1912. The North Platte Commercial
District keeps improving; a recent renovation project removed 1980s metal
canopies from storefronts to returntoamore histor i ¢ | ook. Omah
Bohemia is one of the city's nineteenth century ethnic neighborhoods. See

pictures and read more

August 14 is the 300th anniversary of the Villasur

Massacre
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Last year we posted four Nebraska images and asked you to guess which was

the oldest. The winner, shown above, was a hide painting of the Villasur
Massacre, the earliest known picture of a Nebraska event. A full-size replica is
on exhibit at the Nebraska History Museum.

On the morning of August 14, 1720, Pawnees and Otoes attacked a group of
Spanish soldiers near present-day Columbus. This is partly a story of national
rivalries. Spain, France, and Britain were jockeying for position in North

10
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America. Each wanted to control the valuable fur trade, while Native tribes

sought to protect their own economic interests. Keep reading
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PUBLIC LIBRARY
COMMISSION

Whatever is on your summer reading list, there's a level of security in knowing that

you can probably find what you need at your local library. But at the turn of the 20th

century, not everyone had that option available. Click the photo to read more.

Upcoming events

We' ve scheduled four August dates ea
(featuring a Worl d WaScilelncteh eame )t haen db
second fAiPedaling Suffrageo bike tour
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events page to see if spots are still available 7 the first one sold out! Keep

reading

This email was written by David Bristow, Editor, and Josh Lottman,

history.nebraska.gov

Want to change how you receive these emails? Yowgdate your preferences

unsubscribe from this list
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3D7e093ce2be%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499505924&sdata=TF0C8h%2BzJU69c8kLbWFuwVZlWjAtfpb%2FcAOOP8TKcio%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3D1cc3c06e39%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499515876&sdata=fKjhVMgsJziIVeGpH%2F%2BPUh63K6ITUrf0qTjpzCKX%2Fx0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3D5650be5380%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499515876&sdata=1DNFw3Ye6yvik%2F14rFFXmYzedPDZyEWSZFdxRNnhSKY%3D&reserved=0
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Complete articles

Chimney Rock Museum Reopening August
1st

The story of the most mentioned landmark  on Oregon Trail is ready to be told once
again as History Nebraska announces that Chimney Rock Museum will open their
doors Saturday, August 1st. The museum has been closed for remodeling and
renovation work since late 2019.

Visitors to the museum will se e many new amenities and features, including new
exhibits, a newly expanded education room for school programs, new theater
space, improved gift shop, and the addition of new space to act as a storm shelter.
Trevor Jones, History Nebraska director and CEO, says he is excited for visitors to
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yeée zjée ney nNDryern' "ojEpeel jijyzeUl eénn&Ez C
westward trails, Chimney Rock, and the Nebraska landscape. We are excited for our

visitors to experience the new exhibits and learn more about Neb U3 UL d _ U ij &€ Enij &
AdndnNaUL !

Last updated in 1994, the Chimney Rock Museum will include unique opportunities

TE® GijUijzE®UIyY z& neoln 8CEN 2z zjeée UYize_ U jijuz &l
space is a soundscape where our guests will hear quotes journ aled by Oregon Trall

travelers as they made their way towards Chimney Rock. It brings the history of

zjéeye aeE&ine z E Shupd, Bistory Nebdabkh exhibitd chajdinator.

“aée oUé onUYUE ehcijzed 0CEN 2z zjée neéeysihgreeUdeEzijG
Treyzy éon yee jijyuzacElijesn ijnasairey ijn 2

Following this weekend, Chimney Rock Museum will be open Wednesday through

Sunday, 10 am_ 4 pm. Due to the COVID -19 pandemic, a grand opening event will
be tentatively scheduled in 2021. Click here for more information

New Exhibit Photos


https://history.nebraska.gov/rock
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No mob? No riot? What really happened
when North Platte forced Black residents

to flee

®maha ﬁlﬁmld&ﬁmtld

Sunday
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FLEE NORTH PLATTE MOB

Fear Poles Down at Sea; F rench Turn Back
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By David L. Bristow, Editor

July 30, 2020

No, wait. This is worth 'y our time. Yes, people complain about everything on social

¢ednned U & 2z En

media, but sometimes they have a point. Reading history with a critical eye is part

of thinking like a historian.

Consider this story:

In 1929 a Black business owner named Louis Seeman fatally shot a North Platte
police officer while resisting arrest. Soon a group of police, firemen, and National

Asmuzm

Co

N~
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Guardsmen surrounded the house where Seeman was hiding. They threw flaming

rags into the house to smoke him out of the attic, and then found Seeman hiding i n
a crawlspace under the ground floor. They claimed that Seeman shot himself when

he was discovered.

Later that day a group of local men visited every Black household in North Platte,

Zzeéennijni 0éeE®ine z& Tez &z & 7z EYlkd@dstwith a'! D' E
only the clothes on their back. Outside media called it the North Platte Race Riot.

But recently, when University of Nebraska -Lincoln sociology PhD student Grace

Kelly read a 1979 Nebraska Histor y article about the incident , she objected to the
i ijUz @®Uijén_ Y ijnzavterdheead zij En ijn zj iUy


https://history.nebraska.gov/sites/history.nebraska.gov/files/doc/publications/NH1979NorthPlatte.pdf
https://twitter.com/gkelly213/status/1282895588045066244

Grace Kelly @gkelly213 - 10h v

Replying to @gkelly213
TLDR: black man killed a police officer while resisting arrest. Group of
respected townsmen set him on fire & he was shot to death, then they went
to every black household in town, threatening them if they didn't leave
before 3pm- all black people “evicted” from North Platte!

Q 1 () Q 3 e
Grace Kelly @gkelly213 - 10h v
Now, that's the basic story from the gov site, as well as a few other sources
(such as calendar.eji.org/racial-injusti...) tell. However, the interesting thing is
that the government NSHS article STRONGLY argues that this was NOT a

NORTH PLATTE IS
QUIET AGAIN AFTER

NEGROES' EXODUS

July 13th, 1929 | A History of Racial Injustice
On this day, a white mob forced 200 black residents out of North Platte,
Nebraska.

~

&’ calendar.eji.org
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Grace Kelly @gkelly213 - 10h W
Of course, being who | am, | decided to read the full 20+ page report,

ESPECIALLY after seeing that the author's intent was to say that this event was
sensationalized and definitely NOT a riot!

And of course, since it was the “official” source we always strive for & %2

Q 1 ! VAE &

Grace Kelly @gkelly213 - 10h W
The author's first argument against this being a mob/riot is: "The size of the
crowd. OMA & LNK papers reported that the crowd numbered in the 1000s.
Eyewitnesses say that the crowd may have included several hundred
persons.”

Mobs/riots must exceed 999+, | guess &
S gt Q 3

(=

Grace Kelly @gkelly213 - 9h A
This crowd was "puzzled, watchful & solemn”

The victim's "body was not dragged behind a car through the streets until it
fell apart”

He just had flaming "rags saturated w formaldehyde” thrown at him, got
shot & men "poured gasoline aver his position & ignited it"

Mo maob there!

O 1 0 O s

[=

Grace Kelly @gkelly212 - 9h v
"The official state report said that police & officers of the

MNational Guard® "saw no evidence of a riot or undue disturbance to that time
or until after the bodies were removed. In fact they saw no disturbance.™

Il just let everyone judge that quote as they want

Q 1 ! QO 3 &
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Grace Kelly @gkelly213 - 9h v

Allegedly, the author "found no evidence of physical violence, but
determined that a group of men and boys had gone from residence to
residence telling blacks, "N----- be gone by 3 o'clock and we don't "mean
maybe.”

Certainly, NOT a mob.
O 1 [ Q s 8

Grace Kelly @gkelly213 - 9h v
The author's view is substantiated by a very nice quote he provides directly
from the Klan: "Not one of those colored folks was harmed in any way. They
just got a little scare that will make them better citizens and teach them law
and order.”

Q1 (2 Q 3 T

Grace Kelly @gkelly213 - Sh v

Continued: "The Klan boys in Lincoln County
(North Platte) will clean up that community and clean it up
right if they are let alone.”

If the Klan says it, it must be true! As the article continues:
“This talk about Mob Violence is all Bunk, pure and simple”

Q 1 unl Q 3 I

Grace Kelly @gkelly213 - 9h v

To end the article (which is published by NSHS and the Nebraska
government website), the author doubles down:

“Finally, there was no race riot or mob violence. There was no race riot in
North Platte, Nebraska, on July

13, 1929."

So, my fellow Nebraskans. You decide. & i
Q 1 T Q 3 I
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Grace Kelly @gkelly213 - 9h v
Read the article, consider your sources, and maybe start to think about the

narratives being pushed by the sources we consider most credible.

And if you take nothing else from this thread, know that we are not free from
history, and yet again- it happens here.

9, ql O 3 T

Kelly tagged History Nebraska in another tweet, suggesting that we publish
something new on the subject. ~ Ej eUeé {jU EjzA @& 1T Qédthe ijnT E ijn
Yi Ehé yYyndnz ijyYy zE °%;ac ijz yoy z;iE & UijE"~_ |

* % %

dj0z2_ VY TEjnT &n jeUes ajl dijd & jijyza&lijon nNotL
wijoyz~ nez_UyY zont 8CE 2z 0GEGjnz E Gijey!

Some people say thathisto Uij 6 nyY UYj & Ad alVeyénz " LIUz zjée 18
neceyyslinl ¢e¢ov0e 8CE 2z zje o1zj E®_UyYU Edijnij Eyy!
minds.

But history always involves some degree of interpretation. The historian has to
select which stories to tell, which det  ails to cite, and then structure those details
into a coherent narrative | a subjective process that involves countless interpretive
choices.

Ejoz dE&Un_z Neodon dnl zjini T Eey! de LIdie Yy@&U
sources and how plausibly they inter pret them. But the savvy reader knows that
every historian | no matter how much they try to be fair and objective | has a point
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of view. Savvy readers treat historical writing less like an authoritative text and
more like a conversation with an author. They ch  eck endnotes and ask questions.

AE Yjidz ijy zjijy s0zijene_yU aEGjnz EI Gijeys Ej e
went on to become an attorney. He values precise, legalistic definitions. He
dijyzinirijyjey ~dezy & 1T E&edjjnlelyEd "Vajeezy 6@ 0@
against the public order involving three or more people and the use of violence,

j EyeGceU Uynijtrjz'_  ~é zjén odU0Tley zjdz z&Uzj °n
group of men told them to get out of town by 3 p.m., but that there was no physical

violence against them.

"Ejijy ijnzelalVezdzij&En ijy €I n& Neéedny inzended
Eero- . zjeée orMzj @& yUijzey~ "~ Crz ijz ijy &8 énodUij
view of the incident, a view that originated a t least partially in sensationalized

neyyaodooeuU yz &Uijey”!

In 1976 the author interviewed eleven surviving withesses. The witnesses, White

d8nd 8ndéet~ UVeu®Uzed nE& 6¢zyY E GijErénece d1zeU

judgment, this combined testimony 47 yea rs later is more reliable than the 1929
stories written by out - of-town reporters. Near the end of the article, he writes:

"Ejeleée ijU nE eGijjdeneée & &ngl Uedn GijErnenee zE
there were implied threats. These threats werethem Uérn Gely deoan E&UdCne!

The author main goals are to establish what happened and to decide how we should

noaCen z2jée éGeéenz! ~é zijzney jijy sUunhiene ~ z EVz|j
9ENT UENZ268z2ijEQ~ ' A" Al

péennl Y zyeeéezy ijnaonl zj ®z pmjda aJ BjUuEE yinEaey "y
yeoule 2zj6z Yijnn Nore zjen CezzeUO ¢ijzijNeny, .~
yonz z2E® "neyyen zjeée 108Gijjzl . E Yjo6z je eonny

81z zje 812j @ TE®UY € zE Ysl terd@I@aningithpt 2] 8 2

zjé 0d¢zijEn d00edUY zZzE joGe Ceéen UYin@Ethedneée E U~
result of any long -term or deeply -rooted race hatred” . " é DGO j oUIij Yy odded . !
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Scen§ of North "‘I\’l_att_e Double Kllhng

- J ,

Above is a ploture of the -mob which gathered Saturday around the home of Louls Soe'-A
man, Negro, in North Platte, after Sseman had shot and killed Ed Greon, police officer. Ree-
man killed himself after the authorities set fire to the house, Following this, Norgh Platte

Negroes were ordered to leave town,

Omaha World - Herald, July 16, 1929.

* % %

Nz ticeehatKelsn & CEN 2z -
T8ezidn endijny!

dée_Ue jeodslijnt & nEz zjeye ddly s8CE z nNeUié&ad
argue about the facts, but most disputes are about interpretation. How much
weig ht should we give to some parts of the story over others?
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Consider the North Platte incident. From the perspective of 1929 city leaders, the
main story was thatbig -¢ ij z1 néyuyaosaelOy [(nTldij0nl donstTeéed z
with exaggerated stories. No one was hurt, except a man who murdered a police

officer, and Black residents soon returned to their homes. In this view, the accuracy

E YE®UIdY yrej sy " UijE:~. "NEE~"., dnd "~ GijjEréenece
8rz TUEnN zje "aleyrned, oeUvyaeczijGe & z&0Uz]
jyyreée yoy -~ n b 1 nT z@& Cé nlnéj eanaha, dnd " &i
another Tulsa, another Rosewoods . WU ER sgegtijel it wasdirtélevant

YiéezjeU zje ajijze Néen T EjnT dEEU zE dEEU Yé
"UOijEzijnT! . °ce®inée Tned Cececdlye zjel tLtneéey zj

0]

o

e
|

(o]l

Notice that the author makes no mention of any Black resident calling the polic e for
help ., because why would they? Black people were bound by the law but not

protected by it. The opposite was true for the White people who threatened them.
Afterwards some of the White men boasted that no jury would convict them, and

sure enough, the ha ndful who faced misdemeanor charges were acquitted after a

jury deliberated all of ten minutes.

To me, what is striking about the article is not that it justifies what happened L

d Ee | mput that despite being grounded in thorough research and attention t 0
dezaoijn~ iz dyyrney zje aUijEVijzijey dnd ijnzel
neddeUUjija! Ejijy Ujooaey zjée enzijUe nouvlszijGe
EEnENnl YijEn 2jd8z zje ijnéiden z-teyhditeeply Eotedz j & U
racej 6z Ued!

* % *

In her tweets, Grace Kelly emphasizes that History Nebraska is a government
agency and an official source of state history. In multiple senses, we own that 1979
article.


https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/lest-we-forget-lynching-will-brown-omaha%E2%80%99s-1919-race-riot
https://www.tulsahistory.org/exhibit/1921-tulsa-race-massacre/
https://www.history.com/topics/early-20th-century-us/rosewood-massacre
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EjijuyU jyU YUEnezjijni Yeé zjint o dQalraskaz EE 4de_Ge C
History D37 8 Nijne T E®J NEUe zjdn ' * ‘podtimgddodisSsued nd Yé _ |
onlineasfreePDFs! bz _ U n@&z dn eNO bdstsiOyEddhtect E ¢ d AN
zeCUOdUYLS jijyzcE&Ul dnl yjeve Ennine! 81z é&déej dsU
limited perspective, and the passage of time has a way of revealing our blind spots.

N>

The 1979 article remains online, now linked to this post. The next part isupto

you. Read thearticle ' &j 8z dE& | &G Ndte & zje dlzj ®_UY i
d7U0éee Yijzj pennl _ U eAArepothentd helgful, ol mijss the

mark? How might your own identity and background shape your interpretation of

events? Who else might have a different perspective?

How to Survive Falling Down a Well



https://history.nebraska.gov/publications/nebraska-history-magazine-table-contents-1885-present
https://history.nebraska.gov/publications/nebraska-history-magazine-table-contents-1885-present
https://history.nebraska.gov/sites/history.nebraska.gov/files/doc/publications/NH1979NorthPlatte.pdf

