
  

   

 

It's July 31, 2020 . In today's issue: Chimney Rock reopens; Digitizing our 

collections; Was there a North Platte Riot?; National award for Votes for 

Women; Survive falling down a well; New to National Register of Historic 

Places; Amelia Earhart's pilot's license; 300th anniversary of Villasur Massacre; 

Events.  

 

 

 

Chimney Rock Museum reopens August 1  

 

  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3D855a5dbaa8%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499426261&sdata=MIZ41kmOHmGmx7Am3A0dKiSq0HSAMKtzyIQZua4ttaU%3D&reserved=0
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The story of the most mentioned landmark on Oregon Trail is ready to be told 

once again. The Chimney Rock Museum opens its doors Saturday, August 1. 

We closed the museum last fall for an expansion and major renovation. Visitors 

of all ages will experience new exhibits and amenities in the expanded space. 

 

Due to the ongoing pandemic, weôre not having a grand opening event this 

year. We'll do something special later. In the meantime, after this weekend the 

museum will be open Wednesday through Sunday, 10 am ï 4 pm. Keep reading.  

 

 

 

We're digitizing our newspaper collection!  

 

By Trevor Jones, Director & CEO 

 

Microfilm makes my eyes hurt. Years ago I used to buy microfilm reels from the 

National Archives and take the bus across town to visit a friend who owned a 

microfilm reader. I would sit there pouring over blurry Civil War rosters until my 

eyes felt like theyôd been rubbed with sandpaper. Back then, there wasnôt much 

of a choice. You either went to Washington to look at original documents, or 

you suffered ï scrolling through pages of microfilm to find the one thing you 

needed. 

Digitization has made research much easier and more pleasant . Now I can 

do in an hour what used to take me days to accomplish, and I can do it from the 

comfort of my couch. That is why Iôm so excited by History Nebraskaôs new 

partnership with Newspapers.com to digitize our newspaper collection and 

make it searchable online. Soon, every visitor to our research room will have 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd7a28df537%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499436218&sdata=GNbfj74w85AoxpxnDmDLIQKaMGdoe4GWpsK5XKB5kx0%3D&reserved=0
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instant digital access to hundreds of Nebraska newspapers, and with a 

Newspapers.com subscription, they will be accessible from anywhere. 

This is just one of  many efforts  History Nebraska is making to improve 

access to our collections. Our mission is to ñopen to all the histories we share.ò 

In todayôs COVID-19 world that means a focus on digital resources. 

Weôre making strides, but weôve got a long way to go. In 2018, History 

Nebraska asked LYRASIS, a non-profit organization specializing in helping 

libraries, archives, and museums, to evaluate our library and reference room 

operations. The results were discouraging. They told us  we were 10 -15 years 

behind where  we should be , and that many of our collections were difficult to 

use or even inaccessible. 

Fortunately, LYRASIS also provided dozens of recommendation s on how 

to fix these problems. Since then History Nebraskaôs Board of Trustees has 

made digitization their top priority, and weôre working hard to close the gap. Our 

audacious goal is to put 1,000,000 digital records online this year. 

Of course, these efforts take both staff and financial resources, and if youôd like 

to help, support our work by becoming a member  of History 

Nebraska. And please consider donating to the History Nebraska 

Foundation . 

We hope youôll continue to use our online resources, and whenever youôre 

ready, weôre ready to welcome you in person at our museums and historic sites 

ï especially our renovated museum at Chimney Rock National Historic Site!  

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3D87e3407c07%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499436218&sdata=TaTQQ0%2FOnm3hU94B2E4ADNyBA0BMg4WrQXxWa2YUpIw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3D7ee8bcc56e%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499446175&sdata=WX48DPN8wcAKCRWo%2Fp%2BT7eWF4KjoxwHWzVreVq8kF3Y%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3D7ee8bcc56e%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499446175&sdata=WX48DPN8wcAKCRWo%2Fp%2BT7eWF4KjoxwHWzVreVq8kF3Y%3D&reserved=0
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No mob? No riot? What really happened when North 

Platte forced Black residents to flee  

 

  

 

In 1929 a Black business owner named Louis Seeman fatally shot a North 

Platte police officer while resisting arrest. Later that day a group of local men 

visited every Black household in North Platte, telling people to get out of town 

by 3 p.m. The cityôs Black residents fled, most with only the clothes on their 

back. Outside media called it the North Platte Race Riot. 

 

But it wasnôt a riot according to a 1979 Nebraska History article. Does the 

article interpret the event correctly, or does it minimize it and miss the point? 

Keep reading.  

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3D6140e21c64%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499446175&sdata=GCBZLoppgx4XfNi0QFDfJgnAkIJ2q9CepWJbdJvutzo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3D45ad9f9db1%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499446175&sdata=AAg%2FGwmk0apCVfcUZdPyYnclRt3Ll%2BASM4bF3FGJOiM%3D&reserved=0
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Nebraska History Museum wins national award for 

Votes for Women  

 

  

 

The American Association for State and Local History honored History 

Nebraska with an Award of Excellence for our Votes for Women exhibit. The 

AASLH Leadership in History Awards, now in its 75th year, is the most 

prestigious recognition for achievement in the preservation and interpretation of 

state and local history. Read more.  

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3D1f937e1da1%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499456131&sdata=WLcodJEnYbmwTaU0wTJxRTI9Yb69LxHONk6LwW8tIg0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dfbd9805ffc%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499456131&sdata=ivS7bAF3Mb4ubgVrlR1Na1KdPLFRo78XY95axduYZUg%3D&reserved=0
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Did you know that Nebraska could have been the first territory to allow women 

the vote? The lower house of the territorial legislature passed a bill in 1856... 

Read more.  

 

 

 

How to survive falling down a well  

 

  

F. W. Carlin survived a 143-foot fall down a well, but then he had another 

problem. Nobody knew he was there, and no one was likely to coming looking 

for him. If was to make it out alive, he would have to do it on his own. 

The photo above shows the digging of a different Custer County well. Well 

digging was a vital, difficult, and dangerous task on the high plains. Shallow 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dddb10dae1e%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499466098&sdata=tOeIv0lGTDMWym3QlqbMyzLSwOd%2FgMB9CdXeMNE007I%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3D6c3a566365%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499466098&sdata=l5Y3dxmVAerwWY8Y5cMJvnr8j1g0nR7M9Xv1VEIb4wA%3D&reserved=0
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wells could be dug with an auger, but on tablelands a well might have to go 

down 100 or even 200 feet. Before hydraulic drilling, sometimes the only way to 

do it was to go down the hole yourself and have a man to raise and lower the 

rope. 

 

Professional well-diggers learned their trade by experience. It wasnôt just the 

digging. Sections of a well might also need to be ñcurbedò with wooden boards 

to keep them from caving in. There were a lot of ways to die: cave-ins, falling 

buckets, or asphyxiation from ñthe dampò (carbon monoxide). 

 

Abandoned wells could be dangerous too, as Mr. Carlin discovered. Did he 

make it out?   

 

 

 

What are we doing with Amelia Earhart's pilot's 

license?  

 

  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Da8e6fb8310%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499466098&sdata=lpx46P%2BwcsGKwTML0XyTNI7618yWC8mIfui3kalnQVg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Da8e6fb8310%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499466098&sdata=lpx46P%2BwcsGKwTML0XyTNI7618yWC8mIfui3kalnQVg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3D8e2c0e5788%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499476051&sdata=wTYV7uhjwenWldijuyxO6GqwssqxNw7ASoXsxfkC8Bc%3D&reserved=0
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Famed aviator Amelia Earhart wasn't a Nebraskan, but such is the reputation of 

History Nebraska's Gerald R. Ford Conservation Center that its conservators 

work on objects from many out-of-state collections. 

 

Earhart's "sporting" (as opposed to commercial) pilot's license from 1928 was in 

bad shape when it arrived at the Ford Center. Keep reading.  

 

 

 

Four Nebraska locations added to National Register 

of Historic Places  

 

  

The National Registerôs new Nebraska listings include two properties and two 

historic districts: the A.B. Fuller House in Decatur , St. Patrick's Catholic Church 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3D4cb0bc647d%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499476051&sdata=XNxuXPwTaN4MgHgVW2%2Bf3p1oAn8p4g0S3JqQIvfEXDo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3D1e33eed4fd%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499486002&sdata=aLVeTtBBnHnldIJzPwGk8PuEpEejGmLPc0GeiC3wlzo%3D&reserved=0
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in O'Neill , the North Platte  Commercial Historic District, and Little Bohemia 

Neighborhood in Omaha . 

 

The Fuller House was built by the same man who built most of Decaturôs first 

buildings; it now houses the Decatur Museum. St. Patrickôs Church was only 

two years old when Father Edward J. Flanagan (later of Boys Town fame) 

served his first parish assignment there in 1912. The North Platte Commercial 

District keeps improving; a recent renovation project removed 1980s metal 

canopies from storefronts to return to a more historic look. Omahaôs Little 

Bohemia is one of the city's nineteenth century ethnic neighborhoods. See 

pictures and read more.  

 

 

 

August 14 is the 300th anniversary of the Villasur 

Massacre  

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3De77c84ea6d%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499486002&sdata=iTN9oAP6frUSNGz3dVgF5zOIEDXoEd7IuCx9sMDOKdU%3D&reserved=0
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Last year we posted four Nebraska images and asked you to guess which was 

the oldest. The winner, shown above, was a hide painting of the Villasur 

Massacre, the earliest known picture of a Nebraska event. A full-size replica is 

on exhibit at the Nebraska History Museum. 

 

On the morning of August 14, 1720, Pawnees and Otoes attacked a group of 

Spanish soldiers near present-day Columbus. This is partly a story of national 

rivalries. Spain, France, and Britain were jockeying for position in North 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3D69af2018e5%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499486002&sdata=3T%2BUIK33PvyXbw7bKSK%2BSwj3OC7l2lrEgILkuScqzW4%3D&reserved=0
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America. Each wanted to control the valuable fur trade, while Native tribes 

sought to protect their own economic interests. Keep reading.  

 

 

 

 

Whatever is on your summer reading list, there's a level of security in knowing that 

you can probably find what you need at your local library. But at the turn of the 20th 

century, not everyone had that option available. Click the photo to read more.  

 

Upcoming events  

We've scheduled four August dates each for the ñTime Machine of Funò 

(featuring a World War II theme) and for ñMad Science at the Museum.ò A 

second ñPedaling Suffrageò bike tour is scheduled for August 1, but check the 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3D84278c499b%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499495970&sdata=R42CAJsUAOtJcM42XTMRkI9S94V5nyVQJR92SFPArLg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3D5c1da81613%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499495970&sdata=2QWVphSwqKguEVLpgwxzoSwTbb3M94mVxsMibgFuCMY%3D&reserved=0
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events page to see if spots are still available ï the first one sold out! Keep 

reading. 

 

   

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

This email was written by David Bristow, Editor, and Josh Lottman, 

history.nebraska.gov  

Want to change how you receive these emails? You can update your preferences or 

unsubscribe from this list. 
  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd74c92b3c6%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499505924&sdata=UrIuFXQfpOLRfs2f5P%2Frhevs%2B1KdhdpQuJL18CLmlaE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd74c92b3c6%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499505924&sdata=UrIuFXQfpOLRfs2f5P%2Frhevs%2B1KdhdpQuJL18CLmlaE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Da2d50c10bc%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499515876&sdata=am02oklgkwKTv8IkzjiaMYw4KKDXgK438bwHZVOwqCQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd860baca52%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499525840&sdata=NstYJIvW8tWdmgO2K7eH4a6EgOrL2LQNzIfieQlRD3w%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd4ab884641%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499525840&sdata=4PYArRimAbkI08Bow4WnM%2BZWQ4qB4MfJywONBT9hm5I%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3D39f9fe65df%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499505924&sdata=dzQFSevymJI0djLdmIZMKUBwMMabF8o6JrSe90HM6J8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3D7e093ce2be%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499505924&sdata=TF0C8h%2BzJU69c8kLbWFuwVZlWjAtfpb%2FcAOOP8TKcio%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3D1cc3c06e39%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499515876&sdata=fKjhVMgsJziIVeGpH%2F%2BPUh63K6ITUrf0qTjpzCKX%2Fx0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3D5650be5380%26e%3D72826de458&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C9a7c503cd18742367af608d83592b38b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637318251499515876&sdata=1DNFw3Ye6yvik%2F14rFFXmYzedPDZyEWSZFdxRNnhSKY%3D&reserved=0
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Complete articles: 

 

Chimney Rock Museum Reopening August 
1st 

 

The story of the most mentioned landmark  on Oregon Trail is ready to be told once 
again as History Nebraska announces that Chimney Rock Museum will open their 
doors Saturday, August  1st. The museum has been closed for remodeling and 
renovation work since late 2019.  

Visitors to the museum will se e many new amenities and features, including new 
exhibits, a newly expanded education room for school programs, new theater 
space, improved gift shop, and the addition of new space to act as a storm shelter. 
Trevor Jones, History Nebraska director and CEO,  says he is excited for visitors to 
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Ųēē źįē ŋēƔ ŊſŲēſŊˡ ˺ºĳŒŋēēŮ įĳŲźŒŮƖ ĉðŋŋŒź Ĉē źŒńď ƔĳźįŒſź ĳŋĉńſďĳŋĩ źįē
westward trails, Chimney Rock, and the Nebraska landscape. We are excited for our 
visitors to experience the new exhibits and learn more about Neb ŮðŲŁð˽Ų ĳĉŒŋĳĉ
ńðŋďŊðŮŁˡ˻ 

Last updated in 1994, the Chimney Rock Museum will include unique opportunities 
ĨŒŮ ƓĳŲĳźŒŮŲ źŒ ńēðŮŋ ðĈŒſź źįē Ųĳźē˽Ų įĳŲźŒŮƖˡ ˺¡ŋē ŒĨ źįē ŋēƔ ðďďĳźĳŒŋŲ źŒ ŒſŮ ēƕįĳĈĳź
space is a soundscape where our guests will hear quotes  journ aled by Oregon Trail 
travelers as they made their way towards Chimney Rock. It brings the history of 
źįēŲē ūēŒūńē źŒ ńĳĨē˜˻ ŲðƖŲ nēŲŲĳĉð Strube, History Nebraska exhibits coordinator. 
˺ãē ðŮē ðńŲŒ ēƕĉĳźēď ðĈŒſź źįē ŋēƔ ĳŋźēŮðĉźĳƓē ďĳŲūńðƖŲ ðŋď ūįŒźŒ ƓĳēƔēŮs where 
ĩſēŲźŲ ĉðŋ Ųēē įĳŲźŒŮĳĉðń ĳŊðĩēŲ ĳŋ ʾ?ˡ˻ 

Following this weekend, Chimney Rock Museum will be open Wednesday through 
Sunday, 10 am ˱  4 pm. Due to the COVID - 19 pandemic, a grand opening event will 
be tentatively scheduled in 2021.  Click here for more information . 

New Exhibit Photos  

https://history.nebraska.gov/rock
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No mob? No riot? What really happened 
when North Platte forced Black residents 
to flee  

 

By David L. Bristow, Editor  

July 30, 2020 

ÁŒŊēŒŋē ĉðńńēď ſŲ Œſź Œŋ ÉƔĳźźēŮ ðĈŒſź ðŋ ðŮźĳĉńē Ɣē ūſĈńĳŲįēď ĳŋ ʼ˄˂˄˝ˡ 

No, wait. This is worth y our time. Yes, people complain about everything on social 
media, but sometimes they have a point. Reading history with a critical eye is part 
of thinking like a historian.  

Consider this story:  

In 1929 a Black business owner named Louis Seeman fatally shot a North Platte 
police officer while resisting arrest. Soon a group of police, firemen, and National 
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Guardsmen surrounded the house where Seeman was hiding. They threw flaming 
rags into the house to smoke him out of the attic, and then found Seeman hiding i n 
a crawlspace under the ground floor. They claimed that Seeman shot himself when 
he was discovered.  

Later that day a group of local men visited every Black household in North Platte, 
źēńńĳŋĩ ūēŒūńē źŒ ĩēź Œſź ŒĨ źŒƔŋ ĈƖ ʾ ūˡŊˡ Éįē ĉĳźƖ˽Ų 8ńðĉŁ ŮēŲĳďēŋźŲ Ĩled, most with 
only the clothes on their back. Outside media called it the North Platte Race Riot.  

But recently, when University of Nebraska - Lincoln sociology PhD student Grace 
Kelly read a 1979 Nebraska Histor y article about the incident , she objected to the 
įĳŲźŒŮĳðŋ˽Ų ĳŋźēŮūŮēźðźĳŒŋ ĳŋ źįĳŲ Twitter thread : 

https://history.nebraska.gov/sites/history.nebraska.gov/files/doc/publications/NH1979NorthPlatte.pdf
https://twitter.com/gkelly213/status/1282895588045066244
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Kelly tagged History Nebraska in another tweet, suggesting that we publish 
something new on the subject.  ˺ÉįēŮē ĳŲ É¡zÁ ŒĨ ĩŮēðź ĳŋĨŒ ĳŋ źįē ðŮźĳĉńēb˰ut the 
ƔįŒńē Ųńðŋź ĳŲ źŒ º½¡âC ĳź ƔðŲ z¡É ð ŮĳŒź˜˻ Ųįē ƔŮŒźēˡ 

  

* * *  

  

ãįðź˽Ų ĩŒĳŋĩ Œŋ įēŮēˢ ãįƖ ďĳď ð įĳŲźŒŮĳðŋ ŊðŁē źįĳŲ ūðŮźĳĉſńðŮ ðŮĩſŊēŋźˢ 

WĳŮŲź˜ ńēź˽Ų źðńŁ ðĈŒſź ūŒĳŋź ŒĨ ƓĳēƔˡ 

Some people say that histo ŮĳðŋŲ ŲįŒſńď ūŮēŲēŋź ˺ĿſŲź źįē ĨðĉźŲˡ˻ ½ēðďēŮŲ ďŒŋ˽ź
ŋēĉēŲŲðŮĳńƖ ĉðŮē ðĈŒſź źįē ðſźįŒŮ˽Ų ŒūĳŋĳŒŋŲˡ ÉįēƖ Ɣðŋź źŒ ŊðŁē ſū źįēĳŮ ŒƔŋ
minds.  

But history always involves some degree of interpretation. The historian has to 
select which stories to tell, which det ails to cite, and then structure those details 
into a coherent narrative a˰ subjective process that involves countless interpretive 
choices.  

Éįðź ďŒēŲŋ˽ź Ŋēðŋ ðŋƖźįĳŋĩ ĩŒēŲˡ ãē Ŀſďĩē ƔŒŮŁŲ ŒĨ įĳŲźŒŮƖ ĈƖ įŒƔ Ɣēńń źįēƖ ſŲē
sources and how plausibly they inter pret them. But the savvy reader knows that 
every historian n˰o matter how much they try to be fair and objective h˰as a point 
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of view. Savvy readers treat historical writing less like an authoritative text and 
more like a conversation with an author. They ch eck endnotes and ask questions.  

ÁŒ Ɣįðź ĳŲ źįĳŲ ðŮźĳĉńē˽Ų ūŒĳŋź ŒĨ ƓĳēƔˢ Éįē ðſźįŒŮ ĳŲ ð įĳŲźŒŮƖ ĩŮðďſðźē Ųźſďēŋź ƔįŒ
went on to become an attorney. He values precise, legalistic definitions. He 
ďĳŲźĳŋĩſĳŲįēŲ ˺ðĉźŲ ŒĨ ĨŒŮĉē˻ ĨŮŒŊ ˺ðĉźŲ ŒĨ ƓĳŒńēŋĉē˜˻ ðŋď ďēĨĳŋēŲ ð ŮĳŒź ðŲ ðŋ ˺ŒĨĨēŋŲē
against the public order involving three or more people and the use of violence, 
įŒƔēƓēŮ Ųńĳĩįźˡ˻ ^ē źįēŋ ðŮĩſēŲ źįðź zŒŮźį ºńðźźē˽Ų 8ńðĉŁ ŮēŲĳďēŋźŲ ńēĨź źŒƔŋ ðĨźēŮ ð
group of men told them to get out of town by 3 p.m., but that  there was no physical 
violence against them.  

˺ÉįĳŲ ĳŋźēŮūŮēźðźĳŒŋ ĳŲ ĈƖ ŋŒ ŊēðŋŲ ĳŋźēŋďēď źŒ ńēŲŲēŋ źįē ĩŮðƓĳźƖ ŒĨ Ɣįðź ďĳď
ŒĉĉſŮ˜˻ źįē ðſźįŒŮ ƔŮĳźēŲ˜ ˺Ĉſź ĳź ĳŲ ð ĉńðŮĳĨĳĉðźĳŒŋ ŒĨ Ɣįðź įðŲ ĈēĉŒŊē ð ďĳŲźŒŮźēď
view of the incident, a view that originated a t least partially in sensationalized 
ŋēƔŲūðūēŮ ŲźŒŮĳēŲ˝ˡ˻ 

In 1976 the author interviewed eleven surviving witnesses. The witnesses, White 
ðŋď 8ńðĉŁ˜ ŮēūŒŮźēď ŋŒ ðĉźŲ ŒĨ ƓĳŒńēŋĉē ðĨźēŮ ÁēēŊðŋ˽Ų ďēðźįˡ bŋ źįē ðſźįŒŮ˽Ų
judgment, this combined testimony 47 yea rs later is more reliable than the 1929 
stories written by out - of- town reporters. Near the end of the article, he writes:  

˺ÉįēŮē ĳŲ ŋŒ ēƓĳďēŋĉē ŒĨ ðŋƖ Ůēðń ƓĳŒńēŋĉē źŒ zŒŮźį ºńðźźē˽Ų ĈńðĉŁ ūŒūſńðźĳŒŋ˜ Ĉſź
there were implied threats. These threats were them ŲēńƓēŲ ďēūńŒŮðĈńēˡ˻ 

The author main goals are to establish what happened and to decide how we should 
ńðĈēń źįē ēƓēŋźˡ ^ē źĳźńēŲ įĳŲ ðŮźĳĉńē ˺zŒŮźį ºńðźźē ½ðĉĳðń bŋĉĳďēŋź˛ 8ńðĉŁ- White 
9ŒŋĨŮŒŋźðźĳŒŋ˜ ʼ˄ʽ˄ˡ˻ 

pēńńƖ˽Ų źƔēēźŲ ĳŊūńƖ źįðź źįē ðſźįŒŮ ðĩŮēēŲ Ɣĳźį źįē pńðŋ˽Ų ðŲŲēŲŲŊēŋź ˮ˺ĿſŲź ð ńĳźźńē
ŲĉðŮē źįðź Ɣĳńń ŊðŁē źįēŊ ĈēźźēŮ ĉĳźĳƝēŋŲ˻˯˜ Ĉſź ĳŋ Ĩðĉź źįē ðſźįŒŮ ŲðƖŲ įē ďŒēŲŋ˽ź
Ɣðŋź źŒ ˺ńēŲŲēŋ źįē ĩŮðƓĳźƖ˻ ŒĨ Ɣįðź įē ĉðńńŲ ð ˺ďēūńŒŮðĈńē˻ ĳŋĉĳďēŋźˡ 

8ſź źįē ðſźįŒŮ ĩŒēŲ Œŋ źŒ ŲðƖ ŲŒŊēźįĳŋĩ źįðź b˽ńń ĉŒŊē ĈðĉŁ źŒ ńðter. Explaining that 
źįē ðĉźĳŒŋ ðūūēðŮŲ źŒ įðƓē Ĉēēŋ ŲūŒŋźðŋēŒſŲ˜ įē ĉŒŋĉńſďēŲ źįðź ĳź ˺ƔðŲ not the 
result of any long - term or deeply - rooted race hatred˝˻ ˮēŊūįðŲĳŲ ðďďēď˯ˡ 
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Omaha World - Herald,  July 16, 1929. 

  

* * *  

  

ÉįĳŲ ĈŮĳŋĩŲ ſŲ źŒ ðŋ ĳŊūŒŮźðŋź ńēŲŲŒŋ ðĈŒſź ˺ďĳĨĨĳĉſńź įĳŲźŒŮƖˡ˻ zŒtice that Kelly 
ďŒēŲŋ˽ź ďĳŲūſźē źįē ðſźįŒŮ˽Ų Ĩðĉźſðń ĉńðĳŊŲˡ Áįē ŒĈĿēĉźŲ źŒ įĳŲ ĳŋźēŮūŮēźðźĳŒŋˡ 

ãē˽Ůē įēðŮĳŋĩ ð ńŒź źįēŲē ďðƖŲ ðĈŒſź  ŊēŮĳĉð˽Ų Ůðĉĳðń įĳŲźŒŮƖˡ ÁŒŊēźĳŊēŲ ūēŒūńē
argue about the facts, but most disputes are about interpretation. How much 
weight should we give to some parts of the story over others?  
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Consider the North Platte incident. From the perspective of 1929 city leaders, the 
main story was that big -ĉĳźƖ ŋēƔŲūðūēŮŲ ſŋĨðĳŮńƖ ďðŊðĩēď źįē źŒƔŋ˽Ų ŮēūſźðźĳŒŋ
with exaggerated stories. No one was  hurt, except a man who murdered a police 
officer, and Black residents soon returned to their homes. In this view, the accuracy 
ŒĨ ƔŒŮďŲ Ųſĉį ðŲ ˺ŮĳŒź˜˻ ˺ŊŒĈ˜˻ ðŋď ˺ƓĳŒńēŋĉē˻ ðŮē ŒĨ ūŮĳŊðŮƖ ĳŊūŒŮźðŋĉēˡ 

8ſź ĨŮŒŊ źįē ˮūŮēŲſŊēď˯ ūēŮŲūēĉźĳƓē ŒĨ zŒŮźį ºńðźźē˽Ų 8ńðĉŁ ŮēŲĳďēŋźŲ˜ źįē Ŋðĳŋ
ĳŲŲſē ƔðŲ ˺ Ŋ b ĩŒĳŋĩ źŒ Ĉē ńƖŋĉįēďˢ˻ ðŋď ˺ãĳńń zŒŮźį ºńðźźē Ĉē ðŋŒźįēŮ Omaha, 
another  Tulsa , another  Rosewoodˢ˻ WŮŒŊ źįĳŲ ūēŮspective, it was irrelevant 
ƔįēźįēŮ źįē ãįĳźē Ŋēŋ ĩŒĳŋĩ ďŒŒŮ źŒ ďŒŒŮ ƔēŮē ūŮŒūēŮńƖ ð ˺ŊŒĈ˻ źįðź ƔðŲ
˺ŮĳŒźĳŋĩˡ˻ ºēŒūńē Ĩńēď ĈēĉðſŲē źįēƖ ŁŋēƔ źįēƖ ĉŒſńď Ĉē Łĳńńēď Ɣĳźį ĳŊūſŋĳźƖˡ 

Notice that the author makes no mention of any Black resident calling the polic e for 
help b˰ecause why would they? Black people were bound by the law but not 
protected by it. The opposite was true for the White people who threatened them. 
Afterwards some of the White men boasted that no jury would convict them, and 
sure enough, the ha ndful who faced misdemeanor charges were acquitted after a 
jury deliberated all of ten minutes.  

To me, what is striking about the article is not that it justifies what happened i˰t 
ďŒēŲŋ˽źb˰ut that despite being grounded in thorough research and attention t o 
ďēźðĳń˜ ĳź ðŲŲſŊēŲ źįē ūŮĳŒŮĳźĳēŲ ðŋď ĳŋźēŮūŮēźĳƓē ĨŮðŊēƔŒŮŁ ŒĨ zŒŮźį ºńðźźē˽Ų ãįĳźē
ńēðďēŮŲįĳūˡ ÉįĳŲ ŲįðūēŲ źįē ēŋźĳŮē ŋðŮŮðźĳƓē˜ ĳŋĉńſďĳŋĩ źįē ðſźįŒŮ˽Ų ðŲźŒŋĳŲįĳŋĩ
ĉŒŋĉńſŲĳŒŋ źįðź źįē ĳŋĉĳďēŋź ƔðŲ ˺ŋŒź źįē ŮēŲſńź ŒĨ ðŋƖ ńŒŋĩ- term or deeply - rooted 
race įðźŮēďˡ˻ 

  

* * *  

  

In her tweets, Grace Kelly emphasizes that History Nebraska is a government 
agency and an official source of state history. In multiple senses, we own that 1979 
article.  

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/lest-we-forget-lynching-will-brown-omaha%E2%80%99s-1919-race-riot
https://www.tulsahistory.org/exhibit/1921-tulsa-race-massacre/
https://www.history.com/topics/early-20th-century-us/rosewood-massacre
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ÉįĳŲ ĳŲ ŲŒŊēźįĳŋĩ Ɣē źįĳŋŁ ðĈŒſź źŒŒˡ ãē˽Ɠē Ĉēēŋ ūſĈńĳŲįĳŋĩ Nebraska 
History  ŊðĩðƝĳŋē ĨŒŮ ŊŒŮē źįðŋ ʼʻʻ ƖēðŮŲ˜ ðŋď Ɣē˽Ůē ĩŮðďſðńńƖ posting back issues 
online as free PDFs ˡ bź˽Ų ŋŒź ðŋ ēŊūźƖ ĈŒðŲź źŒ ĉðńń ĳź źįēbest single source of 
zēĈŮðŲŁð įĳŲźŒŮƖ ðŋƖƔįēŮē Œŋńĳŋēˡ 8ſź ēðĉį ðŮźĳĉńē ĳŲ ƔŮĳźźēŋ ĨŮŒŊ ŲŒŊēĈŒďƖ˽Ų
limited perspective, and the passage of time has a way of revealing our blind spots.  

The 1979 article remains online, now linked to this post. The next part  is up to 
you. Read the article ˡ ãįðź ďŒ ƖŒſ ŊðŁē ŒĨ źįē ðſźįŒŮ˽Ų ĳŋźēŮūŮēźðźĳŒŋˢ ?Œ ƖŒſ
ðĩŮēē Ɣĳźį pēńńƖ˽Ų ŲſŊŊðŮƖ ðŋď ĉŮĳźĳŭſe? Are my comments helpful, or do I miss the 
mark? How might your own identity and background shape your interpretation of 
events? Who else might have a different perspective?  

 

How to Survive Falling Down a Well  

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/publications/nebraska-history-magazine-table-contents-1885-present
https://history.nebraska.gov/publications/nebraska-history-magazine-table-contents-1885-present
https://history.nebraska.gov/sites/history.nebraska.gov/files/doc/publications/NH1979NorthPlatte.pdf

