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HISTORICAL NOTE 

The Nebraska C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Revis ion Commission was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  1969 L e g i s l a t u r e  and ass igned  t h e  t a s k  o f  
making a complete s tudy  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  Nebraska t o  
determine what changes, i f  any,  should b e  made i n  it. The 
Commission placed s p e c i a l  emphasis on s imp l i fy ing  and con-
densing t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  Likewise ,  it at tempted t o  g i v e  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  broader  powers, r a t h e r  than  r e s t r i c t i n g  it. S ince  
it h a s  been almost f i f t y  y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  review o f  t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e r e  were many o b s o l e t e  p rov i s ions ,  some ham-
pe r ing  t h e  development o f  new governmental i deas .  

The Commission c r e a t e d  f o u r  sub-committees, s t a f f e d  wi th  
t h r e e  members each,  t o  s tudy  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a r t i c l e  by 
a r t i c l e .  P u b l i c  hea r ings  were he ld  and comments and recom-
mendations were rece ived  from c i t i z e n s  from a l l  over  t h e  s t a t e  
of  Nebraska, making t h e i r  views known t o  t h e  Commission. 

The Commission r epo r t ed  i t s  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations 
f o r  changes i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  
Governor, and t h e  c i t i z e n s  g e n e r a l l y .  

The commission c o n s i s t e d  o f  twelve membars. The Legis la -  
t u r e  appointed s i x  members o f  t h e  Commission, t h r e e  of them 
a c t i n g  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  wi th  one l e g i s l a t o r  and one n o n l e g i s l a t o r  
r e s i d i n g  i n  each o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  Congress ional  d i s t r i c t s .  
Three members o f  t h e  Commission were appointed by t h e  Governor, 
w i th  one of such members r e s i d i n g  i n  each o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  Con- 
g r e s s i o n a l  d i s t r i c t s .  The Supreme Court  appointed t h r e e  
members o f  t h e  Commission, w i t h  one of such members r e s i d i n g  
i n  each o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  Congress iona l  d i s t r i c t s .  

The members were: Sena to r  Ramey C. Whitney, Chairman, 
Chappel l ;  P h i l l i p  A. Gass, Vice-chairman, Omaha; James W. R.  
Brown, Omaha; David Dow, L inco ln ;  Sena tor  William H. Hasebroock, 
West P o i n t ;  A lbe r t  A. K ja r ,  Lexington; Walter  P. L a u r i t s e n ,  
Grand I s l a n d ;  M r s .  J. F. Lucas ,  Omaha; Robert McKelvie, Alma; 
Rodney R. Smith,  South Sioux C i t y ;  Sena tor  George Syas,  Omaha; 
and M r s .  James Weber, Lincoln.  

Robert E. Ba rne t t  was Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Commission.-

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

T h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of  t h e  r eco rds  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Revis ion Commission, 1969-1970, arranged i n  t h r e e  s e r i e s :  (1) 
Admin i s t r a t i ve  F i l e s ,  1969-1970; ( 2 )  Minutes o f  t h e  Cons t i tu -  
t i o n a l  Revis ion Commission meet ings ,  Nov. 1969-1970; and ( 3 )  
Repor t s  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Revis ion Commission, 1969-1970. 
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T h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Cons t i -  
t u t i o n a l  Revis ion Commission i n  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  propose amend- 
ments t o  t h e  Nebraska S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  
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Amendments 
Acknowledgement l e t t e r s  
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Amendments pro- 
posed by 1967 L e g i s l a t u r e  ( t o  
b e  vo ted  on a t  General E l e c t i o n ,  
November 5 ,  1968. 
Biographies  - Commission members 
Budget 
C i t i z e n ' s  comments - #1 
C i t i z e n ' s  comments - #2 
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  convent ion 
Correspondence ( g e n e r a l )  1969-1970 
Documents, i .e . ,  r e s e a r c h  
r e p o r t s , p r o c e e d i n g s  of t h e  
Nebr. Const .  Convention, 1919-1920 
Supreme Court  Case #620, O c t .  1968 
L e g i s l a t i v e  Council  
Commission Meetings 
Hearing Testimony: Corres-
pondence wi th  p r o s p e c t i v e  
w i t n e s s e s  
Hearing Witnesses 
Meeting - Corres . ,  l i s t  o f  
w i t n e s s e s ,  t o p i c s  d i scus sed ,  e t c .  

( O c t .  21, 
Meeting - November 7,  1969 
Meeting - November 21, 1969 
Meeting - December 4 ,  1969 -

1969) 

Meetings March 5 ,  1970 & Mar.6, 1970 
Meeting - March 17,  1970 
Meeting - A p r i l  10 ,  1970 

Meeting - May 8 ,  1970 & May 9 ,  1970 
Meetings 
Meetings 
Meetings 
Meeting 
Meeting 

- May 21, 1970 & May 23, 1970 - June  11, 1970 & June  13,  1970 - June 1 8 ,  1970&June 20, 1970 - J u l y  31, 1970 - August 2 1 ,  1970 
Memos and p rog res s  r e p o r t s .  
Newspaper c l i p p i n g s  
News r e l e a s e s  
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Organiza t ion :  subcommittee ass ign-  
ments, members of t h e  Const. Rev. 
Comm., proposed schedule  o f  Comm. 
Other Commissions 
P u b l i c i t y  Funding 
Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  p o s s i b l e  
changes t o  t h e  Nebr. S t a t e  Cons t i -  
t u t i o n  ( r e s t r i c t e d  u n l e s s  permiss-
i o n  g r a n t e d )  
Research - Law Firms 
Report o f  Const. Rev. Commission 
Speeches 
S t a t e  Agencies: r e q u e s t  by Const. 
Rev. Comm. f o r  proposed changes by 
v a r i o u s  s t a t e  agencies .  

Subcommittees 
Subcommittee 1: r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s tudy  
o f  B i l l  o f  Rights ,  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
powers, J u d i c i a l  and Sufferage.  
Subcommittee 2  ( I )  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
s tudy  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  and Execut ive  
Subcommittee 2  (11) same a s  above. 
Subcommittee 3: r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s tudy 
o f  revenue ,  c o u n t i e s ,  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  
Corpora t ion ,  Municipal Corpora t ions ,  
misce l laneous  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  and S t a t e ,  
County and Municipal Indebtedness.  
Subcommittee 4: r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s tudy  
o f  Educat ion,  M i l i t i a  and misce l laneous  
p r o v i s i o n s .  

SERIES TWO MINUTES OF CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION COMMISSION 
MEETINGS, November, 1969-August, 1970 ( t r a n s -  
c r i b e d  on d ic taphone  b e l t s )  

Box 5 
Car ton  1 November, 1969 - March, 1970 
Car ton 2 A p r i l ,  1970- May, 1970 

Box 6 
Car ton  3  May 21-23, 1970 - June  11, 1970 
Carton 4  June  12-19, 1970 

Box 7 
Car ton  5  J u l y ,  1970 - August, 1970 

SERIES THREE REPORT OF THE NEBRASKA CONSTITUTIONAL 
REVISION COMMISSION 
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SERIES THREE (cont.) 
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Vol. 1 Report of the Constitutional Revision 


Commission (2nd Draft, November 26, 1969) 

Vol. 2 Report of the Constitutional Revision 


Commission (Draft of working report, 

September 24, 1970) 


Vol. 3-4 Report of the Constitutional Revision 

Commission (Published version, Sept. 

24, 1970) 
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