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HISTORICAL NOTE 

Ralph Gilmour Brooks, the 29th governor of Nebraska, was 
born on July 6 ,  1898 i n  Eustis ,  Nebraska. His parents were 
the l a t e  Mr. and Mrs. A. Hansford Brooks. His fa ther  was a 
farmer and operated a s tore .  During Brook's childhood, his 
family l ived a t  Kearnev, Elm Creek and Sargent. After grad- 
uating from Sargent High School i n  1916, he taught for  a few 
years in  Cherry and Custer County schools. He then enrol led 
a t  Nebraska Wesleyan University in  1920 where he captured 
numerous debate honors and won the National Oratorical Peace 
Contest i n  1923. While an undergraduate he became a member 
of the College Council and a s s i s t an t  ed i tor  of the college 
paper.-. Also he worked for  the State  Highway Department as 
associate ed i tor  of the department's magazine. Upon college 
graduation i n  1925, Brooks attended the University of Nebraska 
College of Law and, a1 though never practicing i n  the profession, 
was admitted to  the Nebraska Bar Association in  1930. 

A t  t h i s  time he returned t o  the teaching profession. 
While a t  his f i r s t  teaching job i n  Hartington, Nebraska a f t e r  
securing his  law degree, he obtained a Masters of Art i n  
school administration from the University i n  1932. Serving 
a t  a number of high schools in  Nebraska and Iowa, he moved 
to  McCook i n  1946 and assumed the duties of superintendent 
of schools and president of McCook Junior College. 

Brooks' i n t e r e s t  i n  pol i t ical  o f f ice  began in 1942 when 
he sought election t o  Congress i n  1942. After winning the 
Democratic nomination for  Congress i n  the f i r s t  D i s t r i c t ,  
he l o s t  to  Republican Carl Curtis i n  the general election.  
Sixteen vears l a t e r ,  however, the McCook educator was elected 
the S ta te  Governor on November 8,  1958 in a narrow upset 
victory over the incumbent, Republican Governor Victor Anderson. 
Brooks' e lect ion marked the f i r s t  Nebraska Chief Executive 
belonging t o  the Democratic party i n  18 years. 

Agressive industrial  expansion i n  Nebraska received top 
pr ior i ty  during the Brooks administration. Due in  large par t  
t o  his e f fo r t s ,  a special l eg is la t ive  session i n  the summer 
of 1960 passed two b i l l s  he had proposed to  promote industry 
i n  Nebraska. In addition the governor fought for  an accelerated 
In te rs ta te  Highway construction program as well as promotion 
of t r a f f i c  safety.  



Added e n t r i e s  : 

AGRICULTURE. NEBRASKA 
B u r n e y ,  D w i g h t  W., 1 8 9 2 -
C I V I L  DEFENSE. NEBRASKA 
CONSERVATION. NEBRASKA 
CRIME AND CRIMINALS. NEBRASKA 
S u r t i s ,  C a r l  Thomas 1 9 0 5 -
FLOOD CONTROL. NEBRASKA 
INDUSTRY. NEBRASKA 
LEGISLATURE. NEBRASKA 
MINORITIES. NEBRASKA 

~~- - ....~ ~~ ~ ~~~~~ ~ ~ 

NEBRASKA. AERONAUTICS COMMISSION 
NEBRASKA. BOARD OF CONTROL OF STATE INSTITUTIONS 
NEBRASKA. BOARD OF EDUCATIONAL LANDS AND FUNDS 
NEBRASKA. BOARD OF PARDONS 
NEBRASKA. COMMISSION ON INTER-GOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION 
NEBRASKA. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
NEBRASKA. DEPARTMENT OF BANKING 
NEBRASKA. DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE 
NEBRASKA. DEPARTMENT OF ROADS 
NEBRASKA. GAMES. FORESTATION & PARKS COMMISSION 
NEBRASKA. LEGISLATURE 
NEBRASKA. LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION 
NEBRASKA. MERIT SYSTEM COUNCIL 
NEBRASKA. STATE RAILWAY COMMISSION 
NEBRASKA. UNIVERSITY 
NEBRASKA NAVY 
MFBRASKA STATE HICTCSIGAL SOCIETY 
STARKWEATHER, CHARLES, -1959 
TRAFFIC SAFETY. NEBRASKA 
YOUTH. NEBRASKA 
U.S. ARMY. CORP OF ENGINEERS 
B r o o k s ,  R a l p h  G i l m o u r ,  1898-1960  
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The governor was act ive in numerous community, fraternal and 
professional organizations. He served as d i s t r i c t  governor of Lions 
International,  president of the Nebraska School Masters Club and 
president of the Nebraska Association of Colleges and Universities. 
In addition he was a Rotarian, a Mason, a Shriner and a member of the 
Elks , Eagles, University Club, Athel t i c  Club, Chamber of Commerce and 
P h i  Delta Kappa. 

The 62 year old governor died on September 9 ,  1960 a f t e r  having 
been hospitalized in  l a t e  August f o r  upper respiratory virus infection.  
Within a shor t  time complications developed and he was placed on the 
c r i t i ca l  l i s t  w i t h  "congestive heart  fa i lu re . "  He was survived bv his 
wife, the former Darlene Day of Barneston, Nebraska. Mr. Brooks was 
divorced from his f i r s t  wife, Opal E.  Gembler i n  1930 a f t e r  a 6 year 
marriage. They had one daughter Mrs. Robert Reghler of Hollywood, 
California. 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

This subgroup consists of the of f ic ia l  f i l e s  of Ralph G .  Brooks 
i n  43 paige boxes arranged into  three se r ies :  (1) Correspondence 
and Special Subject Fi les ,  1959-1960; (2) Correspondence and Special 
Subject Fi les ,  1957-1960 ( res t ruc ted) ;  and (3) Audit Reports, 1958-1960. 

The material i n  se r ies  one has been maintained as transferred t o  
the Nebraska State  Historical Society from the Governor's o f f ice  while 
the l a t e r  two ser ies  have been restructed from a mass of unorganized 
data. The reason for  the  descrepencv i n  organization i s  probably 
related t o  the f a c t  t ha t  Governor Brooks died i n  the l a t e r  part  of 
his f i r s t  term as Governor and time did not permit the Executive s t a f f  
t o  incorporate the unorganized f i l e s  into  the exist ing f i l i n g  s t ructure .  
Therefore the l a t e r  two ser ies  have been organized so as t o  include the 
unorganized material i n  meaningful manner without effecting the contents 
of the original f i l e s .  

Since the original 1 Y organized Correspondence and Special Files 
for  1959-1960 $#&fiestructured so t h a t  the Governor's correspondence 
and Special records were combined in the same se r i e s ,  no e f f o r t  was 
made to  seperate the two types of material i n  the remainding similar 
se r ies .  

SERIES ONE CORRESPONDENCE & SPECIAL SUBJECT FILES, 1959-1960 

Box 1 
Folder 1-2 A Jan.1-June 30,1959 July 1-Dec.31, 1959 
Folder 3 Adjutant-General and National Guard (Lyle A. Welch) 
Folder 4 Aeronautics 
Folder 5 Aeronautics, reports and miscellaneous 
Folder 6 Aeronautics, Jack Obbink , Director of Aeronautics 
Folder 7 Aeronautics, travel requests 
Folder 8 Adjutant General 
Folder 9 Adjutant General, travel requests 
Folder 10 Agriculture, movement of baby calves under 4 months of a 
Folder 11 Agriculture , Soi 1 and Water conservation service 
Folder 12 Agri cul ture  , general 
Folder 13 Director of Agricul ture(Pear1 e Finigan) 










































