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Central Interstate Low-Level Radioactive Waste Compact Commission (LLRW), Nebraska
Location: K St (Government Records); KS41/03/03

History:

In 1989 the federal government, five state governments, and two multi-national corporations
approached representatives from Boyd County, Nebraska with a proposal that would cause an economic
revival in the county. In exchange for permission to build a low-level nuclear waste dump on an
abandoned farm, they would pay the county $3 million per year for the next forty years. However, Boyd
County residents fought Bechtel International /US Ecology and both the state and federal government
entities to prevent the building of the nuclear dump in their agricultural community. The farmers in the
county then throw their support behind Democrat Ben Nelson in his bid for governor. Eventually Nelson
was elected. During his term, the governor’s office delayed the project, but could not stop construction
at the site. In the midst of the controversy, Governor Nelson appointed Dr. Greg Hayden, a University of
Nebraska-Lincoln Professor of Economics, as the Nebraska Commissioner to the Central Interstate
Low-Level Radioactive Waste Compact Commission in 1994. The compact commission’s charge was to
assisting to find a place to store the low-level radioactive waste that would be generated at the site.
Boyd County residents proceeded emerged as environmentalists who provided the evidence that would
trump the corporations’ engineers. The license to build and operate the low-level radioactive waste site
was denied by the State of Nebraska to US Ecology in 1998. The compact sued Nebraska, alleging that
state officials acted “in bad faith.” U.S District Court Judge Richard Kopf agreed and awarded the
compact a settlement. The State of Nebraska finally paid $145.8 million in late July 2005 to officially
stop the 18 year litigation struggle over the nuclear waste site. The payment also ended Nebraska's
role in the compact.

Bibliography of Sources
Cragin, Susan. Nuclear Nebraska: The Remarkable Story of the Little County That Couldn’t Be Bought.
AMACOM: American Management Association, 2007.

Laukaitis, Algis J. “Call Finally Ends Nuke Waste Dispute,” 1 August 2005, Lincoln Journal Star
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