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HISTORICAL NOTE 


Madison County, Nebraska, was established and its boundaries de- 

fined by an act of the legislature approved January 26, 1856. It was 

organized in December, 1867. 


In 1866 forty-four German families from Wisconsin settled at the 

junction of the Elkhorn and North Fork Valleys. Others, some from 

Wisconsin and some from New England, followed. A petition for a post 

office was begun in 1867, with the petitioners requesting the name 

"North Fork", since the town was located on the north fork of the Elkhorn 

River. Assuming the petitioners had misspelled the name, the post office 

department respelled the name as Norfolk. 


The town of Norfolk was laid out in 1869 by Col. Charles P. Mathewson. 

A petition, signed by 103 persons, asking for the incorporation of the 

Village of Norfolk, was passed on September 12, 1881. The first members 

of the Board of Trustees were John E. Olney, A. P. Pilger, Charles P. 

Mathewson, John Koenigstein, and Frederick Lukas. 


SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 


This record group consists of twenty-three volumes on rolls of 

microfilm and four loose volumes of records in three series: (1) Pro-

ceedings of the Norfolk, Nebraska City Council, 1881-1966; (2) Ordinances, 

1882-1960; and (3) Police Court Dockets, 1886-1917. 


Series 1 consists of the Proceedings of the Norfolk, Nebraska City 

Council, 1881-1966. Kept as minutes of the city council meetings, 

these records provide information on motions, ordinances, fiscal policy, 

petitions presented, appointments, city planning and improvement decisions, 

bonds issued, committee reports, levies and assessments, salaries, bids, 

claims, and action taken on license applications. Beginning with Volume 

12, complete copies of city ordinances are often included. 


The Ordinances of Series 2 consist of the municipal regulations of 

Norfolk, enacted between 1882 and 1960. Volumes 2-8 are arranged numer- 

ically, covering Ordinance #I41 (1889) - Ordinance #I323 (1960). Volume 
1 is entitled The Revised Ordinances of the City of Norfolk, Nebraska. 

Published in 1904, this volume contains only those ordinances in use 

at that time. Therefore, only a small number of the first 277 ordinances, 

enacted from 1882-1904, are recorded. A listing of obsolete ordinances 

and the new ordinance which replaced them is provided. This volume, 

unlike the others, is arranged topicallyi A table of contents is in- 

cluded. 


Series 3 is comprised of Police Court Dockets, 1886-1917. Entries in- 

clude defendant's name and the charge against him or her, date, police 

judge, arresting officer, judge's and marshall's fees, and the proceedings 

of the case. 


Proceedings an.d ordinances loaned for filming in July, 1980. Police 

Court Dockets received in September, 1975. 
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RG331 Norfolk, Nebraska (cont) 


film DESCRIPTION 

SERIES ONE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 


Roll 1 

Vol.1 September 12, 1881-August 9, 1980 


Vol. 2 August 20, 1890-April 30, 1895 


Vol. 3 May 1, 1895-May 6, 1899 


Vol. 4 July 7, 1904-April 13, 1909 


Vol. 5 April 13, 1909-September 19, 1910 


Vol. 7 May 15, 1916-March 3, 1920 


Vol. 8 March 15, 1920-March 22, 1924 


Roll 3 

(begins with vol. 9, p. 450, May 6, 1929) 

Vol. 9 March 31, 1924-July 7, 1930 


Vol. 10 July 21, 1930-May 15, 1939 


Vol. 11 May 22, 1939-August 22, 1947 


Vol. 12 September 2, 1947-August 1, 1955 


Vol. 13 August 15, 1955-August 1, 1960 


Roll 4 

(begins with Vol. 14, pg.20, Oct. 17, 1960) 


Vol. 14 August 15, 1960-August 14, 1963 


Vol; 15 August 19, 1963-February 21, 1966 


film 

SERIES TOO ORDINANCES, 1882-1960 


Roll 5 

Vol. 1 The Revised Ordinances of the City of Norfolk, 


Nebraska, 1904, #l-/?277 (1882-1904) 




s h e e t  3 

Ro l l  5 Ccont.) 

Vol. 7 #976 - #I145 (1950-1958) 

Vol. 8 #1146 - #I323 (1958-1960) 

f i l m  SERIES THREE POLICE COURT DOCKETS, 1886-1917 

Vol. 1 July ,  1886 - December, 1891 

Vol. 2 

Vol. 3 

Vol. 4 

December, 1891 - August, 1899 

August, 1899 - A p r i l ,  1908 

August, 1914 - December, 1917 




















