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HISTORICAL NOTE 


Thurston County was one of the last four counties organized in Nebraska, 

largely due to the fact that much of the area had been established as an Indian 

reservation in 1854. Until 1865 this reservation belonged to the Omaha Indians, 

but in that year the northern portion of the reservation was ceded to the 

Winnebago Indians who had found the lands in the Dakota's undesirable. 


In 1872 the Indians ceded part of their lands back to the United States 

Government and the land was subsequently open to settlement by act of Congress. 

The area to become Thurston county was placed under the jurisdiction of Dakota 

county. The opening of the western part of the reservation to white settlement, 

combined with the general transition from tribal holdings to individual owner- 

ship facilitated a substantial increase in the population of the area. As a 

result, a bill was introduced in the State Legislature in 1887 establishing 

Blackbird County in honor of the famous Omaha Chief. This bill was vetoed by 

Governor John M. Thayer, but in the next session a similar bill was passed. 

However, the county was named Thurston in honor of John M. Thurston, a United 

States Senator from Nebraska who played an instrumental role in the creation 

of the county. Fender, Nebraska became the county seat. 


SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 


The records of Thurston County, almost exclusively existing on 52 reels 

of microfilm is arranged in five series: 1) Treasurer, 1889-1952; 2) County 

Court, 1886-1977; 3) Register of Deeds, 1882-1975; 4) County Board of Super- 

visors, 1889-1968; and 5) Abstracts of Elections, 1890-1972. 


Series One, Treasurer, Subseries 1, consists of 64 volumes of tax lists, 

1889-1930 on 15 reels of microfilm containing personal and real estate 

valuations for Thurston county. Included in subseries two are two boxes of 

case files material consisting of tax receipts, briefs (1946), and corres- 

pondence, 1936-c.1952 relating to delinquent taxes and suits by the government 

concerning payment of monies due. The files are arranged alphabetically by 

surname of tenant and/or owner of the property. 


Series Two, County Court, exclusive on microfilm, consists of various 

court dockets and journals, 1886-1977 arranged in four subseries: 1) Marriages, 

1889-1912; 2) Birth and Death Register, 1917; 3) Court Dockets, 1886-1959; 

and 4) Probate Records, 1895-1977. Subseries One, Marriage Records, on one 

reel of microfilm, is shelved separate from RG237 in the Microfilm Reference 

Room. Subseries Two consists of one volume of births and deaths in the county 

for the year 1917. Subseries Three consists of nine reels of microfilm of 

miscellaneous dockets and journals of the court including general dockets, 

1890-1950; justice dockets, 1886-1929; Delayed Birth Record, 1941-1959; 

Estate and Entry Books, 1889-1909; and Police Judge's Dockets for the Village 
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of Fender, Nebraska, 1912-1942. The Probate Dockets of Subseries Four, 

1895-1977, are microfilmed on 20 reels and shelved with RG237 in the Microfilm 

Reference Room. They contain all cases handled in Probate Court including 

Guardianships, Conservatorships, Trusts, and Estates. Volumes 1 thru 5 only 

are indexed. Cases appear chronologically in the volumes. Starting with 

Volume 25, pages are numbered by individual cases (i.e., p.1, LA-12, 1AA-122, 

etc. would be for the entire first case appearing in the volume). For ease 

of use page numbers are used as case numbers for each volume. Volume 25 for 

instance may consist of 700 or more pages and includes a total of 85 individual 

cases. Originals are retained by the Historical Society. 


Series Three includes miscellaneous records of the Register of Deeds 

office, 1882-1975. Except for Roll #1, this series was copied from security 

microfilm of Thurston County and was not filmed by this agency. Included 

are numerical indices; deed and mortgage records (including general indexes); 

surveyor's records, 1890-1961; a land patent record, 1909-1975; death certifi- 

cates, 1950-1961; and miscellaneous other volumes of this office. This Series 

appears entirely on microfilm. 


The County Board of Supervisors' proceedings of meetings are contained 

in Series Four on 3 reels of microfilm for the years 1889-1968. 


Abstracts of Votes Cast in general and primary elections, 1890-1972 

comprise the final series of this collection. 


The Tax Lists were received by the Archives from the county in November 

of 1971 and microfilmed by this agency in 1982. Court records were transferred 

in 1978, microfilmed in 1978, and most returned to the county. The Archives 

retains the Probate Records. Marriage records were loaned to the Archives for 

microfilming in 1981 and the Register of Deeds security microfilm was copied 

for reference use in 1988. 


DESCRIPTION 


SERIES ONE TREASURER, 1889-1952 


film 

SUBSERIES ONE TAX LISTS, 1889-1930 


V0l. 1 

V0l. 2 

V0l. 3 

V0l. 4 

V0l. 5 

Vol. 6 

V0l. 7 

Vol. 8 

V0l. 9 

V0l. 10 

V0l. 11 

V0l. 12 

Vol. 13 
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SERIES ONE (conk) 


SUBSERIES ONE (cant) 


Vol. 14 

Vol. 15 

Vol. 16 

Vol. 17 

Vol. 18 

Vol. 19 

V0l. 20 

v01s. 21-22 

Vols. 23-24 

Vols. 25-26 

Vols. 27-28 

Vols. 29-30 

Vols. 31-32 

v01s. 33-34 

Vols. 35-36 

Vols. 37-38 

Vols. 39-40 

Vols. 41-42 

v01s. 43-44 

Vols. 45-46 

Vols. 47-48 

Vols. 49-50 

Vols. 51-52 

v01s. 53-54 

Vols. 55-56 

Vols. 57-58 

Vols. 59-60 

Vols. 61-62 

Vols. 63-64 


SUBSERIES TWO FEDERAL TAX SUITS, 1946 

and case files re Indian lands, 1936-c.1952 

NOTE: Filed alphabetically by surname of tenant 


and/or owner of property. 


Box 1 A-M 

BOX 2 N-z 

NOTE: film record for Thurston County Tax Lists begins on sheet 21 


SERIES TWO COUNTY COURT, 1886-1977 


film 

SUBSERIES ONE MARRIAGE RECORDS, 1889-1912 MF3409 9/28/1981 


Roll #l Docket 1 - Index, p.1 (May 26, 1889) 
736 shots thru 

1472 pp Docket 3, p.106 (December 30, 1912) 

#19,516 (NOTES ON FOLLOWING PAGE) 
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SERIES TWO COUNTY COURT (c0nt) 


SUBSERIES ONE MARRIAGES (cent) 


NOTES ON MICROFILM 

- Docket 1, pp 637 & 638 are missing 
- Dockets 1 and 2 have index at beginning of volumes. 
- Docket 3 not indexed. 
- Beginning w/ Docket 1, frame #0340, end of volume, 

appears a list of Omaha Indian Marriages, as recorded 

in the Black Hills Presbyterian Church Record Book, 1870-1892. 


- Docket 1, p.639 shows a Feb. 8, 1892 marriage license 
entered between June 17 and October 17, 1930 (Farber-Wells) 


- Docket 1 ends October 17, 1903; Docket begins June 20, 1903. 

Positives received 12/07/1981 


film 

SUBSERIES TWO BIRTH AND DEATH REGISTER, 1917 


Roll #1 Records of Births and Deaths 

(20,068 vol. 1, p."A", 1917, Births 


thru 

Record of Births and Deaths, 


vol. 1, p."Zr' ,  1917, Deaths 

film 

SUBSERIES THREE COURT DOCKETS, 1886-1964 


NOTE: The following volumes, #3 thru #17, rolls 1 thru 5, 

were misnomered at the time of filming as Criminal 

Justice Dockets. These dockets were used as Court 

Journals and appearance dockets containing all cases 

held in County Court including criminal and civil cases. 

Vols. 1 and 2 of the county court appear to be volumes 

1 and 2 of the Judges' Dockets appearing on roll # 5  & 6. 
The targets on the microfilm designate vols. #3 thru #17 

as criminal justice dockets. 

Microfilming record begins on sheet 23 


Vol. 1 County Court Docket #3 

#356 (State vs. Coats), 6/29/1896-9/29/1900 


thru 

#529 (Moberg vs. Phillips), 8/9/1900 


NOTE: Application for Marriage License, Will Estill 

and Cora Keller, 10/8/1901, end of volume. 


Vol. 2 Justice Docket #4 (used in County Court) 

#530 (State vs. McGrew Aa Wa Harlan), 8/18/1900 


thru 

#704 (State vs. Blackbird), 1/20-3/3/1902 

















































