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Article Summary: In the early twentieth century the Omaha Workmen’s Circle provided medical and insurance 
benefits to arriving immigrants while supporting their socialist values.  Nostalgia for the balls and picnics of the 
early days kept the Circle going even after immigration quotas had severely limited the number of new members. 
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Sam Kaplan, Sam Colick, Ida Lerner, Isadore Shafer, Louis Paperny, Nathan Martin, Julius Schneider, Sam Canar, 
Sam Susman, Louis Witkin, Max Krantz, Sol Asch, Cecilia Lerman, Max Levine, Bessie Witkin, Hyman Oritsch, 
Pauline Binder, Sam Schwartz, Yetta Borenstein, Max Katz, Ben Miroff, A Fedman, Sam Tarnoff, Louis Paperny, 
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A History in Pictures, by J Kaminsky (1940); a joint gathering of Omaha and Lincoln Workmen’s Circle members 
in the 1930s; Labor Lyceum building and B’nai Jacob Ada Yeshuron Synagogue; Labor Lyceum leaders: Max 
Crounse, Sam Susman, Louis Gitlin, Sam Ruderman, H Ruderman, Max Sekicow, Ben Miroff, Sam Lerner, Louis 
Wilkin, [first name unknown] Greenfield, Sam Schwartz; Omaha Workmen’s Circle members in the 1930s: Sam 
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Paperny, Nathan Martin, Julius Schneider, Sam Canar; ad for the Grand Ball of the Workmen’s Circle (Jewish 
Bulletin, December 19, 1919); ad for a theatre performance sponsored by the Workmen’s Circle; cast of a 
Workmen’s Circle Dramatic Club performance at the Jewish Community Center; arrangements committee for the 
Workmen’s Circle Branch No. 173 fiftieth anniversary dinner, 1958: Sam Susman, Louis Witkin, Max Krantz, Sol 
Asch, Cecilia Lerman, Max Levine, Bessie Witkin, Hyman Oritsch, Pauline Binder, Sam Schwartz, Yetta 
Borenstein, Max Katz, Ben Miroff; Branch No. 258 leaders with a cake commemorating the branch’s forty-fifth 
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