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Article Summary: The focus and status of Prince Hall Masonry in Nebraska changed as World War I was ending.  
The African-American fraternity began to provide community service and to seek to expand civil rights.  The Great 
Migration brought additional members into the state’s lodges and made it possible for them to form the 
independent Prince Hall Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star of Nebraska. 
 
This article is one of a series about the Nebraska Prince Hall Masons by Dennis N Michelich that includes:  
“The Origins of the Prince Hall Mason Grand Lodge of Nebraska,” Spring, 1995;  
“Boom-Bust: Prince Hall Masonry in Nebraska during the 1920s,” Summer, 1998;  
“From the Depths: Prince Hall Masonry in Nebraska, 1930-1960,” Spring, 2008. 
 

Cataloging Information: 
 

Names: Nathaniel Hunter, Trago T McWilliams, Laura Johnson, Kathryn Wilson, Holland Harrold 
 
Prince Hall Lodges in Nebraska: Rough Ashler #74, renumbered #1; Excelsior #110 (#2); Lebanon #126 (#3); 
Rescue #25 (#4); Marvin #38 (#5); True American #40 (#6); Alliance #7; Platte Valley #8; Omaha #146 (#9); St. 
John’s #31, later Boaz Lodge #37 Under Dispensation; Marvin #36, later Marvin Lodge #38 UD 
 
Order of the Eastern Star Chapters in Nebraska: Shaffer #42, renumbered #1; Nebraska #42 (#2); Amaranth #54 
(#3); Star of Bethlehem #56, Kansas/Colorado Jurisdiction; Hiawatha #57 (#4); Alliance #59 (#5); Omaha #80 
(#6); Victory #22 (#7); Princess Hattipha, original number unreported,  renumbered #8; Ruth #61 (#9); Princess 
Oziel #69 (#11) 
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Photographs / Images: Nathaniel Hunter, Most Worshipful Grand Master, Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Nebraska, 
probably at a national Masonic gathering; Figure 1: Voting Members of the Temporary Organization, July 19, 
1919; Figure 2: First Cabinet of the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Nebraska; Rev Trago T McWilliams, first Grand 
Secretary of the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Nebraska; inset advertisement for M W Grand Lodge of Nebraska 
functions (The Monitor, August 4, 1921); Prince Hall Mason and orchestra leader Dan Desdunes; Laura Johnson, 
first Worthy Grand Matron, Amaranthus Grand Chapter of Nebraska, Order of the Eastern Star (Proceedings of the 
27th Annual Communication, OES, Lincoln, Nebraska, 1917); Figure 3: Voting Members of the Temporary 
Organization, Order of the Eastern Star, October 15, 1921; Figure 4: First Cabinet of the Amaranthus Grand 
Chapter of Nebraska, OES; Figure 5: Charter Membership Numbers and Worshipful Masters/Worthy Matrons 
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