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Article Summary: Wives of officers assigned to western military posts helped to shape the environments within 

their garrisons.  They made comfortable homes for their families and used their influence to refine frontier army 

life. 
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Photographs / Images: Elizabeth Custer with her husband at Fort Abraham Lincoln, Dakota Territory; Alice Kirk 

Grierson, a champion for the rights of black soldiers; Grace and Helen Fuller, beneficiaries of Alice Grierson’s 

matchmaking skills; Colonel Edward Hatch, who wished that his wife would “let me run the post” 
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