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Article Summary: The Missouri Mounted Volunteers invited a civilian artist, William Henry Tappan, to 
accompany them and create a record of their service in Nebraska in 1848.  Tappan wrote in his diary about the 
soldiers’ daily lives: not only their frequent encounters with Native Americans, but also their buffalo hunts, games 
and entertainments, even a religious service. 
 
 
For the  perspectives of  Private William Wilson Ingraham and Captain Charles Frederick Ruff on military life in 
Nebraska at this time see the article “Soldiers’ Letters from Fort Childs, 1848-49” (Richard E Jensen, ed), Fall 
2001. 
 
 

Cataloging Information: 
 

Names: William Henry Tappan, Dr Walker, Capt Cregg, Lieutenant (spelled lieutenant) Woodbery, Doct Snell, Kit 
Carson, Capt Van Vleit, Liut Kelly, Capt Sublett, Chief (spelled Chef) Malane, Cheretariche, Two Man Chief  
 
Place Names: Fort Kearney, Missouri River, Nebraska; Fort Childs (later renamed Fort Kearney), Platte River, 
Nebraska; Grand Island, Nebraska 
 
Native Americans encountered: Iowa, Pawnee (spelled pawnesse), Comanches, Sioux (spelled siox), Cheyennes, 
Blackfeet, Creeks, Omahas, Loups, Otoes, Tappage 
 
Keywords: William Henry Tappan, Missouri Mounted Volunteers, Oregon Trail, Kit Carson 
 
Photographs / Images: William Henry Tappan (Notman Photographic Studio, Boston, 1886); inset page from 
Tappan’s Nebraska diary; sketch probably by Tappan of Pawnee women in present Polk County; James F 
Wilkins’s sketch of a deserted Pawnee village, 1849; Tappan sketch of a javelin used in a Pawnee game he 
observed; Tappan sketch of soldiers forcing their horses up out of a deep gully; Tappan watercolor titled Chieft of 
the Cheyennese; map showing Tappan’s route from old Fort Kearney to the site of Fort Childs 
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