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Article Summary: Other universities initially refused to accept Japanese American students forced into World War 
II concentration camps.  The University of Nebraska was among the first to welcome them.  It eventually enrolled 
more Nisei students than all but two other institutions.  The author asserts that this controversial acceptance 
resulted from humanitarian decisions made by a few individuals in Lincoln.   
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Names: Hiram Hisanori Kano, Dwight Griswold, Chauncey S Boucher, GW Rosenlof, Robert E Drew, Kei 
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Place Names: University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska 
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Photographs / Images: Nisei students released from concentration camps to attend the University of Nebraska: 
Cromwell Mukai, Marie Yamashita, Joe Nishimura (Photo by Tom Parker, War Relocation Authority); former 
students attending the 1999 dedication of a plaza and plaque commemorating the University of Nebraska’s 
admission of more than one hundred Japanese American students during the war: Ted Okamoto, Yuri Adachi, 
Nobu Shiokari, Mary Kumigai Okamoto; students at the State Capitol, 1949: Harry Tachino, Dolas Okawaki Koga, 
Maudie Nakada, Harry Matsuyama; George Walter Rosenlof, university registrar, who smoothed the way for Nisei 
students; Tom Shiokari perched on the pyramid of Sigma Tau, an engineering honorary fraternity; students 
comparing notes on the steps of the engineering building: George Furutani (Manzanar), Sukio Oji (Gila River), Joe 
Nishimura (Manzanar); Yuri Maruyama and Midori Sakamoto doing their homework, 1942; Yuri Maruyama 
Adachi at the 1999 plaza dedication; Second Lieutenant Kei Tanahashi, who came to UN-L for post-graduate study 
in economics and finance and was killed in action in Europe with the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, a unit 
composed entirely of Japanese Americans; a Nisei student and a classmate solving a field problem in engineering 
in front of the coliseum; two students from the segregated “International House” dormitory; John Shiokari working 
at the YMCA cafeteria for room and board; inset biography and picture of Ben Kuroki, World War II hero; 
students on a snowy day; Tom Shiokari posing at the State Capitol 
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