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Article Summary: Achievements of the Society in the period ending in 2003 include the construction of the 

permanent visitor center at Chimney Rock and important advances in conservation and digital imaging.  A 

“Milestones” section at the end of the article lists historic properties, exhibitions, awards, publications, and 

members of the governing board. 

 

 

Cataloging Information: 

 

Nebraska State Historical Society Directors, 1979-2003: Marvin F Kivett, James A Hanson, Lawrence J Sommer,  

 

Historic Properties Mentioned: Willa Cather State Historic Site, Red Cloud; Chimney Rock National Historic Site 

(Morrill County); William Jennings Bryan home (“Fairview”), Lincoln; William H Ferguson house, Lincoln; Capt 

Meriwether Lewis dredge (Museum of Missouri River History), Brownville; John G Neihardt State Historic Site, 

Bancroft; Neligh Mill State Historic Site, Neligh; Fort Robinson Museum, Crawford  

 

Keywords: Elks Club, Lincoln (Museum of Nebraska History); NSHS Foundation; State Historic Preservation 

Office; History Day: Nebraska; Nebraska History; historical markers; Lageschulte-Weese farm; headquarters 

building, 1500 R St, Lincoln; Gerald R Ford Conservation Center, Omaha; Nebraska Trailblazer; “battle over the 

bones,” volunteers 

 

Photographs / Images: Robert W Furnas, photo superimposed on a Furnas letter announcing a meeting of a “State 

Historical Association” in September 1878; Melvin Gilmore recording Omaha Indian songs for the Society in 

1907; Historical Society Library; new Society building at 1500 R Street (1953); architect’s plan for a modern 

heritage center south of the state capitol (unfunded); former Elks Club building at 15th and P, purchased for use as 

the Society’s museum; interior view of the R Street building; Museum of Nebraska History exhibit, “Building the 

State”; Marvin F Kivett, director 1963-1985, examining a painting of John G Neihardt; James A Hanson, director 

1985-1992; Lawrence J Sommer presiding at the 1993 ground-breaking of the Ethel and Christopher J Abbott 

Visitor Center at Chimney Rock; President Gerald R Ford and “Pat” Paxson Gould cutting the ribbon to open the 

Gerald R Ford Conservation Center, Omaha; employee working on digital imaging; Historic Preservation Office 

photos; Ford Conservation Center; Ethel and Christopher J Abbott Visitors Center; the motto of the Society, “Here 

open to all is the history of this people,” carved in stone at the headquarters entrance 
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