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Article Summary: Omaha Police Detective Tom Ring was gunned down in 1915.  A statewide search for his killer 
ended with the death of a Mexican immigrant, Juan Gonzalez.  Spectators did not agree about the circumstances of 
Gonzalez’s death, but there is evidence of racist hysteria directed against him. 
 
 

Cataloging Information: 
 

Names:  Juan Gonzalez (also spelled Gonzales), Tom Ring, Frank Cashman, Willie Brown, Juan Parral (aka Joe 
Contano), Arthur Crisman, Norfolk Chief of Police Jolly, Carl Pilger, Henry W Dunn, Joe Davis, Charles Van 
Dusen, Louis Rasmussen, WC Condit, AN Madrid 
 
Place Names: Omaha, Norfolk, Scribner 
 
Keywords: lynching, posse, reward, stereotyping, racism, Juan Parral (aka Joe Contano), meatpacking, Juan 
Gonzalez (also spelled Gonzales), Tom Ring, Frank Cashman, Willie Brown, Juan Parral (aka Joe Contano), 
Norfolk Chief of Police Jolly, Carl Pilger, Charles Van Dusen, Louis Rasmussen  
 
Photographs / Images: Juan Gonzalez (Omaha Bee, March 20, 1915); Detective Thomas Ring*; workers at the 
Skinner packing plant with inset article “Omaha Market Is Biggest in World” (Omaha Bee, March 3, 1915); 
unidentified Mexican mother and children; downtown Omaha area east of Sixteenth Street, site of a search for 
Ring’s killers; inset article “Police Hunting Ring’s Slayer in Downtown Area” (Omaha Bee, Feb 12, 1915); Omaha 
Chief of Police Henry W Dunn*; Omaha Police Department “Auto Patrol”*; Charles Van Dusen*; inset article 
“Posse Brings Down Mexican Who Shot Ring” with photo of Gonzalez (Omaha Bee, March 20, 1915)  
 
* photographs from Howard Bartling’s Omaha Police Department Official Souvenir 1909 
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