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The Early History of Music at
 
Crete, Nebraska
 
By George H. Allek 

As told to the writer, Robert R. Hastings 

The City of Crete, Nebraska, was organized in the year 1871. 
Little progress was made in cultivating the musical talent of the 
residents until a Conservatory of Music was organized in con 
nection with Doane College. This school received its charter in 
1872 and has been in continuous operation as a college since that 
year. Very soon after its organization, the Music Department 
became the center of musical training in the city. 

George A. Gregory, who is now ninety years of age and 
still a resident of Crete, entered Doane College in 1S76 and im 
mediately offered to the Crete Public Schools his services as an 
instructor in voice, without salary. This plan proved very suc 
cessful and a class of adults was organized in 1877. The Band 
of Hope was organized by Professor Gregory in the late 70's. 
It included 328 school children up to sixteen years of age. Re 
hearsals were held in the churches of the city immediately after 
school, and excellent results were obtained. 

Quoting from an early newspaper published in Crete, the 
following statement was made relative to the singing of that 
Band of Hope: 

The church was packed to overflowing. . . Nothing but the 
sanctity of the place restrained the audience from cheering, but 
even this was overcome through the spirited rendering of "The 
Red, White and Blue." 

By 1880 a large number of adults were enrolled in the music 
class taught by Professor Gregory, or were taking private lessons 
from him. An interesting event in connection with this class is 
the fact that all the members of the Adelphian Quartet (referred 
to later in this article) took voice lessons from the professor, 
and this quartet became famous years later. 

To Prof. Goodwin D. Sweezey. who was connected with 
Doane College from 1879 to 1894. must be given credit for 
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