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Part IV 

Crete 

Nedela's Band was the first to be organized in Crete, with 
Frank Nedcla its director. This Czech band became well known and 
played in various communities. It is said to have been the only 
band west of the Missouri River in the early 70's. It played in 
Lincoln at the last inauguration of Nebraska's first Governor, 
David Butler. 

The first piano to come into the community was probably 
for the Crete Academy during the early 70's. 

One of the very early piano teachers was Mrs. R. L. Corn-
well. 

The earliest known musical event of any importance took 
place in Crete in 1872, when H. H. Johnson organized a group of 
local singers and gave a successful concert. This group was 
probahiy the first musical organization, although it may have 
given only the one concert. Later, in 1877. G. A. Gregory or 
ganized a chorus which continued for some time. 

In 1875 Joseph Kopetzky conducted the first music store. 
The first military band was under the direction of J. C. 

Prochazka, who also taught the violin and cornet. It was organized 
about 1880 as a Silver Cornet Band, and in 1883 was assigned 
to the First Nebraska Infantry. 

The first pipe organ in the city was installed in the old Con 
gregational Church and was moved to the present edifice when it 
was built. 

The early Chautauquas provided the first professional talent 
to come to Crete. Many musicians of renown have visited Crete, 
among them being W. F. Sherwin. the hymn-writer, Mrs. Edward 
MacDowell and many others. 
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