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ninety million Moslems alone are opposed to absolute Hindu control over 
India." -Lincoln Evening Journal, 2/II/44· 

Lt. Mark T. Martin of Elkhorn, who a year ago was leading 
American scouts through Tunisia, wrote some colorful letters to the 
papers on which he used to work, though such letters came seldom. The 
commando-like troops crept into Axis territory to obtain vital information 
on positions and to keep a constant pressure on enemy troops. 

"We were out in the hills for five days at a stretch, traveling 6o to 
roo miles, and feeding the whole time on emergency rations in our light 
packs. It certainly is great training for a leg-man. We would like to have 
a blanket or two, but they take up space and slow us down, so all we 
carry besides food is our weapons. We are lucky if we get two hours of 
sleep out of twenty-four." 

The patrols include thirty men who reconnoiter by night and dig in 
by day to avoid observation. Although casualties are comparatively 
heavy, the spirit of the men is very high, he said, and they are anxious to 
take on even more risky assignments. Three of his sergeants were pro
moted for valor and efficiency. One of these was a boy from Council 
Bluffs who had talked to Harold V. Boyle of the AP. His dispatch to 
the W orld-H e.rald of Omaha shows part of the picture: 

"It is like rabbit hunting. On our last trip we walked all over 
Africa for five clays- and found nothing the whole time but mud and 
hills and Arabs. Yet we might have bumped into Jerry in the very 
first mile, and to keep him from slipping through our flanks is our 
present job." 

"We look and we shiver," remarked another of these men ·to Boyle. 
"At night we are freezing, and the cold alone would keep us on the 
move. Wind and rain are tougher opposition in patrol work than the 
bullets are." 

Comment by Nebraska's Governor 

Mr. J. E. Lawrence, President 
Nebraska State Historical Society 

Dear Mr. Lawrence : 

February 10, 1944 

Although as far removed from actual theatres of war as any 
section of the United States, Nebraska's record in this war 
proves conclusively that there has been little complacency on the 
part of the cit~zens of this state. Reminded many times that this 
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1s an "all-out" war, residents of this fine state have cheerfully 
given to a "total" effort in the prosecution of the war. 

From the standpoint of manpower, 102,000 Nebraska men 
have entered the Service. Casualty lists to date show that approx
imately 700 of them have made the supreme sacrifice. N ebras
kans are proud that the leaders of the American forces in the 
recent successful attack on the Marshall Islands were both from 
this state. 

On the "Home Front" there has been a whole-hearted effort 
that has led to success in every venture. Primarily, this has been 
due to two factors. One is that the citizens of Nebraska are a 
free-thinking people, capable of exercising their own powers and 
carrying their ideas to completion. The other is that there has 
been a marked coordination of effort on the part of various 
agencies in the state. The idea has been to get the job done, 
regardless of where the credit might go for doing it. State 
officials have seen fit to go to private groups and ask them to 
put across some program, and these groups have worked to
gether to make the program a successful one. 

Civilian defense brought a high percentage of Nebraskans 
into that organization and gave them valuable training. Quotas 
on War Bond campaigns have been met consistently. Such out
standing work has been clone on scrap metal collections that the' 
Nebraska plan was adopted nationally. The United War Fund 
Drive was a great success. 

Realizing that Nebraska's principal contribution to the war 
was along lines of production, the people of this state have made 
tremendous efforts to that end. From the farms have come 
foodstuffs to feed our armed forces. New factories have been 
added to the industrial picture, and Nebraska organized labor 
can make the proud boast that not one minute has been lost by 
strikes or walkouts since the war started. 

Nebraska is in this war to win. N ehraska will meet every 
challenge of the future as it has met those of the past. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dwight Griswold. 
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