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Local Nebraska History- A Bibliography 

Compiled by MYRTLE D. BERRY 

There is a growing interest in local history, an interest which the His
torical Society is glad to encourage. Out of the study of home communities 
and their people should arise a deeper concern for, and a clearer understand
ing of the history of the state and nation. 

This bibliography has been prepared with the thought of further stimu
lating interest in Nebraska's local history. It is hoped also, that it will serve 
teachers as a suggestive guide to material which may be useful in the schools. 
Unfortunately, with but few exceptions, the books and pamphlets listed are 
out of print and so available only in libraries, or occasionally in old book 
stores. Most of the titles are in the library of the Nebraska Historical Society 
and many, of course, can be found in the various libraries throughout the 
state. 

Newspapers are one of the best sources of local history and current and 
old files of these are accessible in almost every community. A great amount 
of local history and biography has been published through the years in the 
twenty-two volumes of Collections and the twenty-five volumes of the 
]'{ebrask,.a History Magazine issued by the Historical Society. Other types of 
local history material are directories, gaz.eteeers and atlases. 

No claim of completeness is made for this bibliography and any additions 
or corrections will be gratefully received. It is especially desired to obtain 
listings of material on the counties not represented. 

COLLECTIVE COUNTY HISTORIES AND BIOGRAPHICAL MATERIAL 

Andreas, A. T., History of N.ebrask_a, Western Historical Company, 
Chicago, 1882. 1 5'06 pp. (General state history and separate 
histories of the seventy counties existing in 1882.) 

Bio.graphical Album of Northeastern N.ebrask_a, National Publishing 
Co. Philadelphia, 1893. 599 pp. 

Biographical and Genealogical History of Southeastern N.ebrask_a, 
Lewis Publishing Company, Chicago, 1904. 2 vols. 1078 pp. 

Biographical and Historical Memoir of Adams, !Clay, W e:bster and 
N.uck.olls Counties, Goodspeed Publishing Company, Chicago, 
1890. 810 pp. 

Biographical Souvenir of Buffalo, Kearney and Phelps Counties, 
P. A. Battey and Company, Chicago, 1890. 716 pp. 
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Com,pendium of History, Reminiscence and Biography of Nebrask._a, 
Alden Publishing Company, Chicago, 1912. 1099 pp. 

Com:pendium of History, Reminiscence and Biography of Western 
Nebrask._a, Alden Publishing Company, Chicago, 1909. 1135 pp. 

Edmunds, A. C., Pen Sk._etches of Nebrask._ans, Omaha, 1871. 510 pp. 

Foght, H. W., Trail of the Lou,p, n. p. privately printed, 1906. 296 
pp. (Garfield, Loup and surrounding counties.) 

History of Elk._horn Valley, Ne,brask._a, Chicago, 1892. 779 pp. 

Memorial and Biogra,phical Record of Butler, Polk._, Seward, York._ 
and Fillmore Counties, Chicago, 1890. 1119 pp. 

Nebrask._a, A Guide to the Cornhusk._er State, Federal Writers Pro
ject, Viking Press, New York, 1939. 424 pp. (Much local his
tory-towns, historic sites.) 

O'Neill, John, Northern Nebrask._a as a Home for Immigrants, Sioux 
Cl.ty Times Print, 1875. 10'8 pp. 

Portrait and BiogrilJphical Album of Otoe and Cass Counties, Chap
man Brothers, Chicago, 1889. 1307 pp. 

Sheldon, A. E., Semi-Centennial History of Nebrask._a, Lincoln, 
1904. 376 pp. (General history of state and brief sketch of each 
county.) 

Who's Who in Nebrask._a, Nebraska Press Association, Lincoln, 1940. 
1171 pp. (Historical sketch of each county and biographies.) 

Wood, A. B., Pioneer Tales of the Nebrask._a Panhandle, Gering, 
Nebr., 1938. 288 pp. 

INDIVIDUAL COUNTY AND rowN HISTORIES 

Adams County 
Burton, W. R. and Lewis, David, History of Adams County; 

S. ]. Clarke Co., Chicago, 1916. 2 v., 475 and 321 pp. 

Antelope County 
Leach, A. ]., Early Day Stories, Huse Publishing Company, Nor

folk, Nebr., 1916. 244 pp. 
History of Antelopfl County, 1909. 261 pp. 
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Blaine County 

Dunn, Bella ]., "History and Development of Blaine County," 
Typescript in Nebraska Historical Society Library, 1927. 
27 pp. 

Boone County 

Early His.tory of St. Edward, 1871-81, n.d., 10 pp. 

Box Butte County 

Phillips, Anna N. and Ball, Vilma D., History of Box Butte 
County, Privately printed, 1939. 233 pp. 

Boyd County 

Snider, Luree, History of Boyd County, Lynch (Nebr.) Herald, 
1938. Pamphlet, 99 pp. 

Brown County 

Jones, Lillian L., Days of Yore. Early history of Brown County. 
Ainsworth, Nebr., 1937. Pamphlet, 56 pp. 

Remy, Dr. G. 0., Pioneer Doctors of Brown County. Pamphlet, 
14 pp., n.d. 

Buffalo County 

Bassett, Samuel C., History of Buffalo County, S. ]. Clarke 
Company, Chicago, 1915. 2 v., 392 and 451 pp. 

Burt Cot1nty 

Cunningham, John . Wesley, History of Decatur, N.e'brasl{_a, 
M. A. Thesis, Uni. of Nebr., Lincoln, 1934. Typescript. 

DeMilt, A. P., Story of an Old 'Town, Douglas Printing Com
pany, Omaha, 1902. 173 pp. (Story of Decatur and its 
early settlers.) 

Noteworthy Men of 'Tel{_amah, Ott Brothers, Tekamah (Nebr.), 
1903. 192 pp. 

Oal{_land, N_ebrasl{_a, Oal{_land Independent Print, 1907. 22 pp. 
Sutherland, Douglas, History of Bu.rt County, Ludi Printing 

. Company, Wahoo, Nebr., n.d. 282 pp. 



LOCAL NEBRASKA HISTORY 107 

Butler County 

Brown, George L. , Cemennial History of Butler County, State 
Journal Company, 1876. Pamphlet, 34 pp. 

Cass County 

Cass County Historical Mag~zine. Pioneer Stories. Published 
by the Cass County Historical Society, cir. 1940. Pamphlet, 
100 pp. 

Child, A. L., Centennial History of Plattsmouth iCit;y and Cass 
County. Plattsmouth Herald Print, 1877. Pamphlet, 84 pp. 

Patterson, R. Foster, "Plattsmouth, Nebraska, 185'3-1900." M. 
A. Thesis, Uni. of Nebr., Lincoln, 1932. Typescript, 235' pp. 

Cedar County 

Jones, Lewis E. , History of Cedar County, St. Helena, Nebr., 
1876. Pamphlet, 18 pp. 

McCoy, J. Mike, History of Cedar County, Privately printed, 
1937. 189 pp. 

Chase County 

History of Chase County, Compiled by Chase County His
torical Society, 1938. Mimeographed, 40 pp. In Nebraska 
Historical Society Library. 

Cheyenne County 

Cheyenne County. Issued by Real Estate Association, cir. 1887. 
Pamphlet, 39 pp. 

Clay County 

Centennial S~etch of Clay County. Compiled in 1876 and 
reprinted in 1933 by the Clay !County Sun, Clay Center, 
Nebr. Pamphlet, 19 pp. 

Stough, Dale P., History o,f Hamilton and Clay Counties, S. J. 
Clarke Company, Chicago, 1921. 2 v. , 85'9 and 65'0 pp. 

Colfax County 

Schuyler, ]'{ehras~a, Founder's Day, 1870-1935, Schuyler Sun, 
1935'. Pamphlet, 68 pp. 
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Urbanek, L. ]., "History of Colfax County," M. A. Thesis, 
Uni. of Nebr., 1934. Typescript. 

Wertz, Fred L., Colfax County., Schuyler, Nebr., 1902. 75 pp. 

Cuming County 

Krause, Romig Kuhns, History' of W es~t Point, 'N.ebras~a, M. A. 
Thesis, Uni. of Nebr., Lincoln, 1935. Typescript. 

O'Sullivan, Bartlett, History of Cuming County, West Point, 
Nebr., 1884. 178 pp. Brief historical sketch and complete 
directory of county. 

Sweet, E. N., History of Cuming !County, Lincoln, 1876. Pam
phlet, 52 pp. 

Custer County 
Butcher, S. D .. Pioneer History of Custer County, Broken Bow, 

Nebr., 1901. 403 pp. 

Gaston, W. L. and Humphrey, A. R., History of Custer County, 
Western Pub. and Engraving Company, Lincoln, 1919. 
1161 pp. 

Purcell, Emerson R. (Editor), Pioneer Stories of Custer County, 
Broken Bow, Nebr., 1936. Paper, 193 pp. 

Dakota County 

Warner, W. M., History of Da~ota Coun,ty, Lyons, Nebr., 
1893. 387 pp. 

Dawson County 

Stuckey, Gertrude (compiler), Early History of Dawson County, 
1931. 

Dixon County 

Huse, William, History of Dixon County, Norfolk, Nebr., 1896. 
372 pp. 

Dodge County 

Buss, William H. and Osterman, Thomas T., History of Dodge 
and Washington Counties, American Historical Society, 
Chicago, 1921. 2 v., 455 and 921 pp. 
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Douglas County 

Burkley, Frank J., Faded Frontier, Omaha, 1935. 436 pp. 
(Sketches of Omaha history.) 

Savage, James W . and Bell, John T., History' of the City of 
Omaha and South Omaha, Munsell and Company, New 
York, 1894. 699 pp. 

Sorenson, Alfred, History of Omaha, Gibson, Miller and Rich
ardson, Printers, Omaha, 1889. 327 pp. 

Wakeley, Arthur C., Omaha and Douglas Count!y, S. ]. Clarke 
Company, Chicago, 1917. 2 v., 472 and 997 pp. 

Who's Who in Omaha, Edited by Sara M. Baldwin, Omaha, 
1928. 210 pp. 

Fillmore County 

McKeith, G. R ., Pioneer Stories of Fillmore and Adjoining 
Counties, Fillmore County News, Exeter, Nebr., 1915. 
Paper, 96 pp. 

Franklin County 

O'Sullivan, M., History1 orf Fran~lin County, State Journal 
Company, Lincoln, 1873. Paper, 74 pp. 

Furnas County 

Pioneer Stories of Furnas County, Claflin Printing Company, 
University Place, Nebr., 1914. 212 pp. 

Gage County 

Dobbs, Hugh, His,tory of GO<ge County, Lincoln, 1918. 1098 pp. 
Portrait and BiogrO<phical Al•bum of Gage County~ Nebraska, 

Chicago, 1888. 778 pp. 

Gosper County 

Inventory of County Archives of 'N.e'bras~a--Dosper County, 
Historical Records Survey, .Lincoln, 1940. 174 pp. Mimeo
graphed. (Historical sketch of county, pp. 3-33 .) 

Greeley County 

McDermott, Edith S., Pioneer History of Greeley County, 
Privately printed, 1939. 174 pp. 
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Inventory of County Archives of N..eihrask._a~Greeley County, 
Historical Records Survey, Lincoln, 1941. Mimeographed, 
216. pp. (Historical sketch of county, pp. 1-39.) 

Hall County 

Bienhoff, Esther, Ori.g~nal German Selttle,mervt at Grand Island 
185'7-1866, M. A. Thesis, Lincoln, 1929. Typescript. 

Buechler, A. F. and Barr, R . ]., History of Hall. Cotmty', West
ern Publishing Company, Lincoln, 1920. 965 pp. 

Stolley, Wilhelm, Geschichte der Ersten Ansiedlung von Hall 
County in N._erbrask,:a, Grand Island, 1907. Paper, 117 pp. 

Hamilton County 

Hastings, L. W ., Centennial History of Hamilton County, 
Aurora, Nebr., 1876. Pamphlet, 15 pp. 

Stough, Dale P., History of Hamilton and Clay' Counties, S. J. 
Clarke Company, Chicago, 1921. 2 v., 850 and 650 pp. 

Harlan County 

History of Alma, 1870-1896. Paper, 76 pp. 

Hooker County 

Motl, Mary Erna, "Geographic Interpretation of Mullen, 
Nebraska," M. A. Thesis, Uni. of Nebr., Lincoln, 1939. 
Typescript, 150 pp. 

Howard County 

Inventory of County Archives-Ho!Ward County; Lincoln, 
1941. Mimeographe,d, 211 pp. (Historical sketch, pp. 1-18.) 

Jefferson County 

Dawson, Charles, Pioneer 'Tales of the Oregon 'Trail and J effer
son County, Topeka, 1912. 488 pp. 

Knox County 

Draper, Solomon, History of Knox County, 1876. 
Van Hoff, Joseph, History1 of Cze,chs in Knooc County~ M. A. 

Thesis, Uni. of Nebr., Lincoln, 1939. Typescript, 117 pp. 
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Lancaster County 

Hayes, A. B. and Cox, Samuel D., History of the City of Lin
coln, State Journal Printing Company, Lincoln, 1889. 
380 pp. 

Lincoln City Guidt;, Compiled by Federal Writers' Project. 
Woodruff Printing Company, Lincoln, 1937. Paper, 87 pp. 

Portrait and Biographical Album of Lancaster County, Ne· 
<bras~a, Chapman Brothers, Chicago, 1888. 796 pp. 

Sawyer, Andrew ]., History of Lincoln and Lancaster County, 
S. ]. Clarke Company, Chicago, 1916. 2 v., 358 and 811 pp. 

Who's Who in Lincoln, Edited by Sara M. Baldwin. Lincoln, 
1928. 234 pp. 

Lincoln County 

Adamson, Archibald R ., North Platte and Its Associations, 
North Platte, Nebr., 1910. 241 pp. 

Bare, Ira L. and McDonald, Will H., History of Lincoln County, 
American Historical Society, Chicago, 1920. 2 v., 418 and 
416 pp. 

Breternitz, Louis, "Settlement and Economic Development of 
Lincoln County," M. A. Thesis, Uni. of Col., 1931. Type
script, 161 pp. (Copy in Nebraska Historical Society 
Library.) 

Loup County 

Inventory of County Archives of Nebras~a-Loup' County. 
Historical Records Survey, Lincoln, 1941. Mimeographed, 
145 pp. (Historical sketch of county, pp. 1-42.) 

Merrick County 

Inventory of County Archives of Nebras~a---Merric~ County, 
Historical Records Survey, Lincoln, 1942. Mimeographed, 
145 pp. (Historical sketch of county, pp. 1-21.) 

Nemaha County 

Dundas, ]. H., History of Nemaha Coun-ty, 1902. 210 pp. 
Garrett, Hubert, "History of Brownville, Nebraska," M. A. 
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Thesis, Uni. of Nebr., Lincoln, 1927. Typescript, 158 pp. 

Prichard, Harold, History of Peru, ]'{ebrask._a, M.A. Thesis, Uni. 
of Nebr., Lincoln, 1939. Typescript. 

Nuckolls County 

Wilcox, V. R., "History of Nuckolls County, Nebraska," M. A. 
Thesis, Col. State College, 1935. Typescript, 178 pp. 

Borne, Mary, History of ]'{ebrask._a City, M. A. Thesis, Uni. of 
Nebr., Lincoln, 1933. Typescript, 193 pp. 

Otoe County 

Bigford, Clare Olive, Early History of ]'{ebrask._a City. M. A. 
Thesis, Uni. of Nebr., Lincoln, 1931. Typescript. 

Portrait and Biographical Album of Otoe and Cass Counties, 
]'{ebrask._a, Chapman Brothers, Chicago, 1889. 1307 pp. 

Otoe County in the World War, 1917-1919. n.p. n.d. 

Pawnee County 

Brenneman, John Martin, History, of Pawnee City, )'{e;brask._a, 
M. A. Thesis, Uni. of Nebr., Lincoln, 1935. Transcript. 

Edwards, Josep L., Centennial History of Pawnee County, 
Pawnee City, Nebr., 1876. Pamphlet, 50 pp. 

Pawnee :County, ]'{ebrask._a, As It Was, Is and Is to Be. With 
a new county map and directory by A. Besom. Atchison, 
Kansas, 1878. Paper, 78 pp. 

Portrait and Biographical Album of Jo'hnson and Pawnee 
Counties, 7\lebrask._a, Chapman Brothers, Chicago, 1889. 
626 pp. 

Phelps County 

Arnold's Complete Directory of Phel,p·s Courvty, 1909. With a 
brief historical sketch of the county and towns. Kearney, 
Nebr., 1909. 186 pp. · 

Mitchell, Joseph Clark, Early HistorY' of Phelps County, Ne
brask._a, M. A. Thesis, Uni. of Nebr., Lincoln, 1927. Type
script, 97 pp. 
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Young, Raymond, "Early History of Phelps County," Type
script, 5'6 pp. In Nebraska Historical Society Library. 

Pierce County 

Hansen, Esther Kolterman, Along Pioneer 'Trails in Pierce 
County, Nebraska. Privately printed, 1940. 114 pp. 

Platte County 

Phillips, C. W ., History of Platte County, S. C. Clarke Com
pany, Chicago, 1915' . 2 v., 396 and 668 pp. 

Taylor, I. N., History of Platte County, Columbus, 1876. 
Pamphlet, 18 pp; 

Turner, Martha M., Our Own History: Columhus, N.ebras~a, 

1541-1860. Columbus, 1936. Paper, 106 pp. 

Polk County 

Nance, Albinus, Centennial History of Pol~ County, Osceola 
Record Print, 1876. Pamphlet, 13 pp. 

Nuquist, Joseph E., "Social Processes and Social Trends in 
Osceola, Polk County, Nebraska, 1867-1933." M. A. Thesis, 
Uni. of Nebr. Typescript, 234 pp. 

Westenius, Chattie C., History of Stromsburg, 1831. 189 pp. 

Red Willow County 

Watkins, Florence, "Early History of Red Willow County, 
Nebraska." Typescript, 44 pp. In Nebraska Historical 
Society Library. 

Richardson County 

Edwards, Lewis C., History of Richardson County, B. F. Brown 
Company, Indianapolis, 1917. 1417 pp. 

Saline County 

Gregory, Annadora F., Pioneer Days in Crete, N.ebras~a, Chad
ron, Nebr., 1937. 243 pp. 

Sarpy County 

Bangs, Stephen D., Centennial History of Sarpy County, Papil
lion (Nebr.), 'Times Print, 1876. Pamphlet, 9 pp. 
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Old Bellevue, Federal Writers, Papillion (Nebr.), Times Print, 
1937. Pamphlet, 32 pp. 

Saunders County 

History of Prague, )'{erbras~a, 1887-1937. Paper, 52 pp. 

Perky, Charles, History of Saunders County, S. J. Clarke Com
pany, Chicago, 1915. 2 v., 290 and 655 pp. 

"Stories of the Early Days of Valparaiso," Compiled by Nellie 
F. Magee, 1940. Typescript, 272 pp. In Nebraska Historical 
Society Library. 

Seward County 

Community History of Beaver Crossir11g, Beaver Crossing, Nebr., 
1932. Pamphlet, 38 pp. 

Cox, W . W ., History of Seward County', State Journal Printing 
Company, Lincoln, 1888, 290 pp. Revised and enlarged 
edition, Claflin Printing Company, University Place, 1915. 
678 pp. 

Inventory of County Archives of )'{ebras~a-Seward County, 
Historical Records Survey, Lincoln, 1939. Mimeographed, 
216 pp. (Historical sketch of county, pp. 3-27.) 

Smith, William H., Early Days in Seward County, )'{ebras~a, 

1937. Paper, 112 pp. 

Waterman, John H., General History' of Seward County, 'Ne
rbras~a, Beaver Crossing (Nebr.), 1915. 

Williams, 0 . B. T., Seward County, '}{etbras~a: History, Descrip
tion and Resources, Milford, Nebr., 1872. Pamphlet, 38 pp. 

Thayer County 

Correll, Erasmus M., Brief Descri;p·tion of Thayer Counrty, 'Ne
ibras~a. Hebron (Nebr.), Journal Print, 1885. Paper, 48 pp. 

Valley County 

Shaver, Eli4abeth, "History of Valley County, Nebraska," M.A. 
Thesis, Uni. of Nebr., 1935. Typescript. 
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Washington County 

Bell, John T., History of Washington County, Omaha, 1876. 
Paper, 54 pp. 

Buss, William H. and Osterman, Thomas T ., His·tory of Dodge 
and W ashing•ton Counties, American Historical Society, 
Chicago, 1921. 2 v., 455 and 921 pp. 

Fuhlrodt, Verne C., "Pioneer History of Fontanelle," M. A . 
Thesis, Uni. of Nebr., 1930. Typescript, 171 pp. with 
appendix, 240 pp. 

Selden, Perry, History of Washing;ton County', 1875. Pamphlet, 
16 pp. 

Schrader, Forrest B., History of Washington County, Omaha, 
1937. 350 pp. 

Wayne County 

Crawford, P. B., History 01f Way111e County, 1902. Pamphlet. 

Jones, F. M., History of Winside, Wayne County~ 1942. Paper, 
242 pp. 

Nyberg, Dorothy Huse, History of Wayne County, Wayne 
(Nebr.) , Herald Print, 1938. 306 pp. 

Webster County 

Beezley, Edith L., "History of Webster County, Nebraska," 
M. A .Thesis, Uni. of Nebr., Lincoln, 1937. Typescript. 

Inventory of County Archives of N,ebrask._a-Webster County, 
Historical Records Survey, Lincoln, 1941. Mimeographed, 
151 pp. Historical sketch of county, pp. 1-19. 

Peters, E. , Early History of Webster County;. Guide Rock 
(Nebr.), Signel Print, 1915. Pamphlet, 27 pp. 

York County 

Cradle Days in York._ County, York, Nebr., 1937. Paper, 108 pp. 

Old Settlers History of York._ County, 1913, 175 pp. 

Sedgewick, T. E., History of York._ County, N.e.brask._a, S. ]. 
Clarke Company, Chicago, 1921. 2 v. 
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