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Article Summary: The fur trade flourished along the Missouri in the early years of the nineteenth century.  Traders 
concerned solely with profit exploited the Indians who worked for them.  That treatment caused a distrust of white 
men that lingered after the annihilation of bison herds in the early 1880s had made fur trading an insignificant 
business. 
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Names: Manuel Lisa; Edward T Denig; Rudolph Friederick Kurz; Maximilian, Prince of Wied; Charles Larpenteur; 
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Fur Trading Companies: Hudson’s Bay Company; Northwest Company; Company of Explorers of the Upper 
Missouri; Missouri Fur Company; Rocky Mountain Fur Company; Columbia Fur Company; Western Department, 
American Fur Company; Upper Missouri Outfit; Sublette and Campbell  
 
American Fur Company Trading Posts: Cabanne’s Post (Nebraska), Fort Pierre (South Dakota), Fort Clark (North 
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Photographs / Images: map showing fur trading posts; two views of Fort Union (Bodmer image from the days of 
the fur trade and 1948 National Park Service photo); two views of Fort Pierre (Bodmer and National Park Service, 
1954);  two drawings by W Sammons: “Fur trading scene in the 1830s,” and “The fur trader takes a wife”; Indians 
attacking fur traders (Harpers Weekly, May 23, 1868); Steamboat “Yellowstone” 
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