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Article Summary: Three sources document the activity of the Second Nebraska in the 1863 campaign.  The journal 
of Robert W Furnas is his official record as regimental commander, the diary of Henry W Pierce describes the 
problems of the enlisted men, and the drawings of George P Belden depict the camps and activities of the regiment.  
The article includes a reference list of the regiment’s commissioned officers. 
 
 

Cataloging Information: 
 

Names: Robert W Furnas, Henry W Pierce, George P Belden, Alfred Sully, Henry Hopkins Sibly 
 
Place Names: Whitestone Hill, Dakota Territory 
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Photographs / Images:  
pdf p 18: map showing the route of the Second Nebraska Regiment with the camps numbered to match Colonel 
Furnas’ Journal  
 
Pdf p. 51: [Above] “Twelve Mile House.  12 miles north of Sioux City, Iowa in Dakota Territory.  G P Belden.”  
Probably Tucket’s Station, one of the stage coach stations passed by the expedition.  (Editor’s note: Identifications 
of this and the following illustrations which are quoted are those inscribed on the original drawings by George P 
Belden, the artist.); [Below] “Little Spirit Hills. 30 miles north-north west of Vermillion—highth unknown—Indian 
fireplace on top formed of boulders.”  June 22, 1863. 
 
Pdf p. 52: “Our camp near Fort Randall, Dakotah.  3 miles above on the opposite side of the river.  GPB June 29th 
1863.”  The vignettes are labeled “Adjutants Office,” “Q.M.,” “Major’s Qr’s,” “Col. Furnas,” “Captains tent,” 
“Shelter Tent,” and “Hospital” 
 
 Pdf p. 53: “Camp above Fort Randall D.T.” June 28-July 5, 1863 
  
Pdf p. 54: “Indian Encampment and Trading Post opposite Fort Randall, D.T.” June 28-July 5, 1863 
 
Pdf p. 55: “Indian Burying Ground. The burying ground of the tribe of Yankton Dakotah Indians around the bluffs 
opposite Fort Randall Dakotah . . . July 1st, 1863.”  
 
Pdf p. 56: “Winnebago village.  Above Winnebago agency Dakotah Territory.”  July 11-31, 1863 
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Pdf p. 57: [Above] No identification is written on this partly finished sketch of a Winnebago encampment.   July 
11-31, 1863; [Below] “How Are You?”  “What’s Up?” “I’ll see you again.”  “Good Bye.”  Belden drew this 
cartoon of a prairie dog village near Fort Pierre August 3, 1863. 
 
Pdf p. 58: “No. 3.  Hd. Qrs.  2nd Neb. Cav.  5 m. above Winnebago Agency, Dakotah Territory”  July 11, 1863 
 
Pdf p. 59: “Stay awhile!”  “Dont be in a hurry.”  In this sketch Belden depicts the expedition battery firing a shot to 
halt the steamer Shreveport for service in the military campaign.  July 22, 1863. 
 
Pdf p. 60: Camp No. . . . D.T., Camp on Snow Creek, 8 miles from our camp near Winnebago Agency, 8 miles 
from our camp on the river and the village on the river 5 miles above Agency Missouri 10 miles from Winnebago 
Agency.”  Belden is probably referring to the camp on Froze Creek, July 31st, 1863. 
 
 Pdf p. 61: “Chapeall Creek.”  Probably the camp on Chapelle Creek, August 1, 1863. 
 
Pdf p. 62: “Rush Bottoms.  Rush Bottom Camp—We arrived at on our way to Fort Pierre, August 2nd, 1863—The 
best grazing ground we have had on our way” 
 
 Pdf p. 63: “Camp 2 ½ miles below Ft. Pierre.”  August 3, 1863.  
 
Pdf p. 64: “200 yards above Gen. Sully Hd Qrs.”  The two steamers are labeled the “Alone,” on the left, and the 
“Belle Peoria.”  The blockhouse in the foreground is evidently Ft. Bartlett.  August 9, 1863. 
 
 Pdf p. 65: “Camp No 2 above Fort Pierre . . . 1863.”  Probably August 13, 1863. 
 
Pdf p. 66: “Hd. Qrs ½ mile above.”  Belden’s identification of this scene is incomplete, but it probably depicts the 
arrival of the steamer “Alone” at camp 21 on August 15, 1863. 
 
Pdf p. 67:  “Camp No 22, Aug 22nd.  Our first cold windy camp.” 
 
Pdf p. 68: “Camp No 23, Aug 23d, 1863 
 
Pdf p. 69: “Camp No 24, Aug 24th- 1863”  
 
Pdf p. 70: “No. 24 river” [?]  This sketch may be a duplicate view of camp 24 from a vantage point closer to the 
site. 
 
Pdf p. 71: “No 26.”  This sketch probably depicts camp 26 on Beaver Creek, August 26, 1863. 
 
 Pdf p. 72:  “Camp No 31.”  This camp was located on a lake shore which appears in the lower left corner of the 
sketch. 
 
 Pdf p. 73:  “Camp No. 32 September 2nd 1863 Indian Expedition.”  This encampment is again on the shore of a 
lake. 
 
Pdf p. 74: Belden did not identify this sketch and the location of the scene is uncertain.  It appears to be near the 
Missouri River, which is shown in the lower left corner of the picture. 
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