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Article Summary: When Omaha was founded by promoters in 1854, it was a frontier city.  Railroads, agriculture, 
and commerce contributed to a series of booms and busts in eastern Nebraska.  By 1920 Omaha had become a 
regional center threatened by heated politics and social upheaval. 
 

Cataloging Information: 
 

Names: Grenville Dodge, James E Boyd, William Jennings Bryan, Gurdon W Wattles, Tom Dennison, James C 
Dahlman, Victor Rosewater, George T Morton, Ed P Smith, Will Brown 
 
Place Names: Omaha, Nebraska; Lincoln, Nebraska; South Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Railroads: Union Pacific; Chicago and Northwestern; Chicago, Rock Island, and Pacific; St. Joseph and Council 
Bluffs; Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy; Illinois Central; Chicago Great Western; Wabash and Chicago 
 
Keywords: Council Bluffs and Nebraska Ferry Company; “Gate City to the West,” transcontinental railroad, Union 
Pacific railroad, Credit Mobilier, Pacific Railroad Act, Union Pacific Bridge, prohibition, liquor interests, Union 
Stock Yards Company, Fowler Brothers, Armour-Cudahy, Swift, Populist Party, Trans-Mississippi and 
International Exposition, Omaha Grain Exchange, American Water Company, Amalgamated Association of Street 
and Electric Railway Employees Union, Omaha Business Men’s Association, strikebreakers, City Planning 
Commission, Grenville Dodge, James E Boyd, William Jennings Bryan, Gurdon W Wattles, Tom Dennison, James 
C Dahlman, Ed P Smith, Will Brown 
 
Photographs / Images: “Edison Wargraph” at the Trans-Mississippi and International Exposition in 1898; original 
building of Creighton University, erected in 1878 in a pasture on the outskirts of Omaha; James C Dahlman, mayor 
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