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York County eighth grade graduates assembled for picture taking at their commencement on June 6, 1903. 















Third grade schoolroom at Fremont in about 1904. 

Log schoolhouse at Rushville, Sheridan 
been visitors' day. 

about 1885. It must have 













About 1900 the public schools of Elgin, Antelope County, sponsored a 
quasi-military cadet squad for older boys. An Elgin "ring drill" unit for girls 
performed at the springtime Maypole-winding festivities. 













Alexander K. Goudy of Peru occupied the position of state superintendent of 
schools from 1891 to 1895. His wife Alice E. Daily Goudy was his deputy while 
they were in Lincoln. Both were teachers at Peru Normal. 

teachers in Nebraska, completed in 1902 by the Committee on 
Country Schools of the Educational Council, found that 44 to 
48 percent of the new teachers remained in their positions hut 
one year; 20 to 23 percent, two years; 12 to 17 percent, three 
years; 7 to 10 percent, four years; and that "not to exceed 10 
to 15 percent see service the fifth year. " 50 Mrs. Clara Dobson, 
Frontier County superintendent, revealed the seriousness of this 
situation in a report to the state superintendent in 1902: 
We have found it very difficult to supply our schools with teachers this fall. Of the 
one hundred twenty-three who taught in this county last year, thirteen have moved 
away, ten are attending college or normal school, sixteen are farmers or farmers' 
wives and have no time for teaching this year, matrimony has robbed us of six, seven 
were from other counties and have returned to them, and ten have quit teaching or 
secured schools elsewhere. 51 

Records of the Neligh schools for 1904 show that six different 
teachers taught the students in the "grammar room" during that 
school year. 52 

This shortage made it necessary for more and more schools to 
"import" teachers to fill vacancies. Mrs. Dobson reported that 
Frontier County was bringing in "twenty teachers from abroad" 
in 1902. Letters to the state superintendents between 1900 and 
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