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CHANCELLOH HEUBEN GUSTA VSON, 

INTEIINATIONALlSM, 


ANI) TIlE NEIIlIASKA PEOPLE 


8)'10/'" P. McSweeney 

When Re uben Gilbert Gustavson became chancellor of the 
University of Nebraska in 1946. he was a scholar-administrator 
in his m id-SO's. He brought to his new position experiences and 
views all education which had a profou nd inn ucnce on his 
admi nistration at the university. During his formative years 
Gustavson had paren tal. tutori al. and adm inist rative models 
wh ich helped to fo rm his mora l code and views on education. 
T he new chancellor had earned an internatio nal reputation as a 
biochemist. beg inning with his work in this field as a grad uate 
studen t at the Un iversity of Chicago. He had twenty-eight years 
experience as a tC:lchcr and adm inistrator at the u niversity leve l 
and in these positions had dealt with many of the same prob lems 
which he faced as twelfth chance llor of the University of 
Nebras ka. His part icipation in the atomic bomb project d uri ng 
World War 11 and the result s of the bombing of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki were experiences which deepened hi s concern for the 
surv ival of mankind. 

The chancellor was born on April 6. 1892, the only son of 
hmes and Hildegard Gustavson, Swedish immigrants. A 
reporter from the 0",(1110 World-Herald wrote that the Denver 
house of the Gusta\'solls was loca ted "011 the wrong side of the 
tracks."1 Gustavson's father was a carpenter who had hoped 
tha t his son would work with him in the trade. but a boyhood 
inj ury weakened Reuben's leg to the extent that his father 
realized a caree r as a carpenter was impossible, A practica l man, 
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the elder Gustavson sent his son to high school to learn typing 
and stenography. The chancellor's mother was a very devout 
Lutheran and his father a follower of Robert Ingersoll, a 
renowned American atheist. Gustavson recalled that the major 
portion of the books available at home for his sister and himself 
were copies of the Bible and Ute works of Ingersoll. 

Although he may have lacked intellectual stimulation in his 
childhood home, Gustavson gained from his parents a strong 
belief in an individual's moral responsibilities to his fellow man. 
During his childhood his father had once shocked a customer 
when he informed the man that he felt responsible to rebuild the 
customer's porch without charge because the porch had been 
blown down by a storm.2 

In high school he became an award-winning commercial 
student. It was prophetic that a course in science kindled forever 
his interest in chemistry. After graduation he was employed by 
the Colorado Southern Railroad, and in three years had risen to 
the position of secretary to the auditor. 

With the money he had saved, augmented by a work grant 
.. from the University of Denver, he enrolled in college as a science 

student. He remained there until he received an M.A. degree in 
1917. After working a short time as a chemist with the Great 
Western Sugar Company, he joined the faculty of the Colorado 
College of Agriculture at Fort Collins. 

His record as a researcher brought him an offer to rejoin his 
alma mater. He returned to Denver University in 1920 as an 
assistant professor of chemistryj he became an associate 
professor in 1921, a full professor in 1927, and remained on the 
faculty until 1937. During these years he worked toward a 
Ph.D. degree (awarded 1925) from the University of Chicago, 
where his career in biochemistry began. 

As part of Chicago University requirements, he enrolled in 
physiology under Professor A. J. Carlson, whose teaching 
methods Gustavson admired. While chancellor at Nebraska, he 
recommended to a national meeting ofgraduate school deans the 
adoption of Carlson's techniques. When a class first met, 
Carlson told students he would not explain contents of textbooks 
because it "would be an insult to their intelligence" and that he 
would not let them know what to expect in laboratory 
experiments. He wished to maintain their curiosity and believed 
giving expected results would blunt their performance. The 
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greatly respected Carlson was never forgotten by Gustavson. At 
Chicago Gustavson took part in the sex hormone research 
project which achie\'ed widespread acclaim. He was se lected to 
present the findin~s at an international meeting in London.J 

While at Denver. he was the school's representative to the 
Rocky Mountain Athlet ic Conference. The pressure to have 
winning inter-colleg iate teams caused coaches and admin is
trators to condone practices Gustavson believed uneth ical. When 
conference representat ives singled out Denver for criticism, 
Gustrl\'son presented a documented report indicating other 
un iversities' violations. He be lieved an overemphas ized athletic 
program took athletes away from essential academic work. The 
University of Denver administration rejected Gustavson's views, 
antagonism developed. and he resigned. When Gustavson was 
conside red for a position at McGill Univcrsity at Toronto. 
Canadrt, he was told some colleagues rated him " outstanding"; 
others. a "troublemaker." 

The Universi ty of Colorado then invited Gustavson to Boulder 
as professor of chemistry, and the department frlculty named 
him its chairman. He be licved he wns so honored because of h is 
reputation in glandular rlllel sex hormone research. 

As department administrator Gustavson made changes which 
he believcd were needed to improve the undergraduate 
inst ruction. One innovation inaugurated the system of awarding 
out standing chemistry undergraduates part-time positions as 
laboratory ass istaniS and teacher aides in the university'S 
freshm.tn course. This sytcm of involving capable science 
students early in' their careers with teaching younger studel1[s 
was a practice Gustavson had adm ired when attend ing the 
Un ive rsity of Denver as an undergraduate. Outstanding students 
were a great help to the chemistry professors. but Gustavson 
thought that the greatest benefit der ived was the joy 
undergrad uates received when they realized they were helping 
freshmen to d iscover the wonders of science. 

From 1937-1942 he remained at the University or Colorado, 
part or the time as dean of the graduate school. When the dean 
became ill . Gustavson temporarily filled the vacancy.4 Quite 
sat isfied with his responsibilities as department chairman. he 
sought 11 0 other administrative responsibili ties but agreed to the 
arran ge men t. 

http:freshm.tn
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The performance of President George Norlin during the Ku 
Klu x Klan miasma of the 1920's impressed Gustavson. Nor lin 
protected Jewish and Catholic academicians against the threats 
of the Colorado governor. a Klansma n. Norl in also de fended the 
academ ic freedom of professors a nd sought to reform inter
collcgiaie at hlet ics. 

Norli n 's successor, Dr. Roberi Stearns. a comparatively young 
man, le ft the campus in 1942 to become an Air Corps officer in 
World War II. G ustavso n suddenly found hi mself elevated to the 
interim presidency. An effective adminislnLtor. he was on good 
terms with students. facu lty, citizens. and governmenta l officia ls. 
He did, however. become th e center of controversy because of his 
apparent approval of a speech by Harry Bridges. the contro
versial West Coast labor leader. Some members of the American 
Legion. Veterans of Fore ign Wars. and o ther groups requested 
that the rege nts remove Gustavson. He defended his act ions on 
the principle of freedom of speech. The regents supported his 
stand and voted not to establish a committee to censor 
convocation speakers. 

In 1945. President Robert Hutchins brought Gustavson to the 
Unive rsity of Chicago : IS vice preside nt and dea n of faculties. 
Gustavson respec ted Hutchins' ability. but he did not agree with 
him on undergraduate ed ucation: Huma nities was important. 
but it should not be th e sole or even primary curriculum for all 
undergraduates. G ustavson wanted to be associated with a 
university offering comprehensive undergraduate curricula . He 
resig ned in 1946. 

While at Chicago. Gustavson served as liaison between the 
Army and the atomic bomb project. He became acquainted with 
the military and worked with scientists Albert Einstein and 
Enrico Fermi. He servcd as direct or of the physiological research 
project on hi gh altitude and as a mcmber of the committee for 
the V- 12 Navy educat ion program. 

The experience of working on the atomic bomb project was to 
have a last ing effect on him. The devastation of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki in August. 1945. convinced Gustavson that mankind 's 
sa lvation was to end war as a means of so lvi ng disputes among 
nations. Schools through out the world . he believed, shou ld teach 
the young to appreciate and get to kn ow people from ot her 
countries. The recently created and imperfect United Nations 
Organization G ustavson believed the on ly hope for world pence. 
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A study of his record before he was named chancellor of the 
University of Nebraska in 1946 indicates Gustavson's position on 
academic freedom and overemphasis of athletics was well 
known. He had shown the ability to stand by his convictions 
when under attack. While chancellor at Nebraska his views never 
changed. Gustavson's confidence in education as the means of 
providing answers to many of man's problems rose from his 
immigrant family origin. That he had become an administrator 
in American universities reinforced his belief in the opportunities 
available for men through education, and he wanted men all over 
the world to have similar opportunities. As chancellor at 
Nebraska, he sought to demonstrate to the state that their 
university could serve the people. 

Chancellor Gustavson feared that the increasing tension 
between the communist and democratic nations could result in 
an atomic holocaust. He encouraged mutual understanding 
between nations, not a race to gain greater armaments for their 
nations' arsenals. If there were differences between nations, 
these differences must be settled at a conference table and not 
through atomic warfare. Chancellor Gustavson at an 
international meeting of scientists was reminded of the use by 
the United States ofthe atomic bomb against civilians. He told a 
Russian scientist that the United States government and people 
desired peace. The Russian replied that the United States was 
the only nation ever to use atomic energy in warfare.s 

During his administration at the University of Nebraska he 
joined with other scientists in forming an organization to oppose 
atomic weaponry. Albert Einstein invited him to "become a 
trustee of the Emergency Committee of Atomic Scientists" in 
1948, and Einstein explained that members of the committee 
believed it was their responsibility to inform the public that the 
danger of atomic warfare had grown in the post-war period of 
confusion.6 

The Committee of Atomic Scientists disbanded in 1951 during 
the Korean War, and Gustavson acknowledged that it had not 
been as effective as many of the members had hoped. In a letter 
to Dr. Harrison Brown, the committee's executive vice chairman, 
the chancellor expressed regret that he had not been able to do 
more. In addition, he stated: "I do think, however, that the 
Committee made a contribution which will be more evident as 
time goes on. "7 
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Gustavson joined still other concerned Americans in voicing 
objections to the atomic races. He opposed the policy that 
recommended stockpiling atomic bombs in order for the United 
States to maintain supremacy over the Soviet Union. This policy 
of stockpiling arms was opposed by Gustavson from both a 
humanitarian and a national interest point of view. In speeches 
to Americans. Gustavson stressed that another war would mean 
"the destruction of civilization."8 The study of history. he said. 
showed him that almost every generation 'of men had to face 
wars. and men's problems were still not solved. Within his 
lifetime, the two most destructive wars in history, World Wars I 
and II, were waged. The enormous destructive capacity 
developed in World War II was due, he said, "primarily as a 
result of the discovery of ways and means of releasing atomic 
enerl!Y."9 

An atomIc bomb was the equivalent of 20,000 tons of TNT. 
and its presence in the world made war an impossible alternative 
in solving the problems of society. The only defense against an 
atomic attack was not to be where the bomb was dropped. In 
addition, he pointed out, there were other destructive forces 
discovered during World War II. Biological warfare had been 
developed to the point that one nation could starve the enemy's 
population by releasing chemicals which would destroy their 
crops. 

"It is worth knowing," stated Gustavson, "that every discovery 
that man has made gives him the choice of creating or 
destroying."lo If the United States engaged in an atomic war 
with the Soviet Union, it would result in the partial destruction of 
civilizations. which would be an advantage to the Soviet Union 
and to world communism and a blow to Americans and other 
believers in democracy. He believed that another war would be 
an all-out atomic one. because "War is the killing business. and 
when you're in the killing business it is better to play it to the 
maximum and kill efficiently." After a global atomic war, 
Gustavson said the resultant chaos would be opportune for 
communism to spread throughout the world,ll 

Americans who believed that they could maintain supremacy 
over the Soviet Union by keeping the secrets of atomic energy 
from the Russians were disillusioning themselves and the 
American people. Before the Soviets had developed atomic 
fission, Gustavson predicted: "It's just too bad that Communists 
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have the same brains as anyone else.... Nature doesn't ask what 
party a scientist belongs to, she just gives the answer to the 
question." 1 2 

It had taken the United States atomic energy program four 
years to develop the bomb, but the chancellor believed that it 
would take the Soviets a shorter period. The American program 
took so long because such a weapon had never been developed 
before, and scientists were not sure that it could be done. Soviet 
scientists would not be working under the same handicap, so 
they should have the bomb in a relatively short time. "The basic 
facts on which the atomic energy program was based," 
submitted Gustavson, "were so well known that you could get 
them all out of the Encyclopedia Britannica." 1 3 

Soviet advances in atomic development in the late 1940's and 
early 1950's proved, according to Gustavson, his contention that 
"this idea of thinking you could hold scientific facts a secret is a 
myth."1 4 The progress of the Soviets was so great that they were 
ahead of the United States, he thought, in the detonation of a 
hydrogen bomb. 

The chancellor criticized the United States government's 
policy of strict secrecy on atomic energy research because it 
"stifled progress." Progress, he thought, resulted from an 
exchange of ideas and information which permitted scientists to 
"cross fertilize each other's minds.". 5 

Gustavson believed that "attempts to keep all research in 
atomic energy under the cloud of Government secrecy" would 
lead to an inevitable armament race between the western 
countries and the Soviet Union and her allies. Americans who 
believed that the United States had greater wealth than the 
Soviet Union and her allies and could maintain a supremacy over 
her potential enemy in an armament race were mistaken. These 
people did not realize, he said, that "The atomic bomb is the 
cheapest destructive agent known." If the two sides, after 
stockpiling weapons, were to engage in an atomic war, 
Gustavson predicted that "civilization will be destroyed."16 

He resisted the position held by many· Americans in the late 
1940's that universal military training would serve as a deterrent 
to another world war. It was believed that if the United States 
and her allies were to keep their military forces in a state of 
readiness, the Soviet Union and any other potential enemy would 
not dare to attack. Gustavson argued that the mass training of 
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manpower was not a COllstructh'c avenue toward lasting peace, 
and he opposed a system of Universal Military Training 
proposed by the Truman administration. 

In January. 1948. he joined nineteen other Americans. 
including Einstein, former Secretary of the Interior Ray Lyman 
Wilbur, and the author Dorothy Canfield Fisher. in support of a 
booklet entitled The Milirarizmiofl ofAmerica. (Mrs. Fisher was 
a Nebraska University st udent while her 1:,1thcr. James H. 
Canlicld was NU chancellor, 189 1-1895. The booklet was 
published by the National Council Against Conscription. T his 
organizat ion took the posit ion that a system of universa l military 
tr aining would tcnd to further eliminate healthy criticism which 
Americans had traditionally made of the military. Members of 
the organ ization cited the number of military men who had 
moved into key govern menta l positions and the fact that the 
Army and Navy were extend ing their influence into science and 
ed ucation. I 7 

Leaders of the National Counci l Against Conscription did not 
receive Gustavson's support on all the statements they issued. 
however. After reading a proposed statement for a press release . 
he wrote to John M. Swomley. Jr.. at th e national headquarters. 
"I do not believe that , care to have you use my name in 
connection with the proposed release . "18 

The danger of the military obtaining too much power so 
concerned the chancell or that he spoke out against what he 
believed to be this da nger-both as an individual and as a 
member of the council. In April, 1948, he prese nted an address 
at a conference of Nebraska ministers in wh ich he warned of the 
growing influence of military men in our federa l government. He 
did not oppose m ilitary men as individuals, he said, but he 
expressed his opposition to "destructive thinking" in solving our 
nat ional problems. Such th inking wou ld lead to war, and "war 
always leads to the destruction of human and physical resources, 
the result ofwhich is starvation. disease, and a lower standard of 
Iiving." 19 He continued: '" fear that America is becoming dru nk 
today with military and economic power. We are beginning to 
feel the right to dictate to the rest of the world . "20 

Military resources for the United States were necessary, 
Gustavson exp lained to his audience, and said anyone who 
recommended that these resources be destroyed would be 
foolish. In the post World War II era, complete demobilization 
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ofour ar med forces was out of the question, sa id Gustavson, but 
to th ink that the greater bu ild-up of our military would solve 
international rel a ti ons "is one of the traged ies of the present 
age." An ind ication of the im port ance of our mi litary , Gustavsor. 
stat ed . was that 80 percent of our national research budget in 
1946 was for military research. while onl)' 5 pe rcent was allocated 
fo r research in agriculture. 21 

He opposed the American foreign policy of military aid to such 
non-com munist countri es as Greece and Turkey. He believed 
that the Truman doctr ine of aid to these countries was conce ived 
withoul cons idering its implications a nd thought that military 
aid to these countries another example of a dest ructive approach 
to internatio nal re lations. 

Eve n though he had a st rong abhorrence to war. Gustavson 
did not consider himself to be a pacilist in the legal sense of the 
word. In a leite r 10 Fred Marsh in December, 1950. he sta ted his 
position: 
I ....ould GO a long.longw3Y to avoid "·ar. I ha"e;l feding that in the long ron, wars set tle 
nothing. I .. auld not. hO"'·CI·cr. call m)'sdf an out and OUI pacifht be.:au~c this "" ould 
mean I .. auld rel!i~ICr as a conKientiou~ objector in times of war. This I could nOI 
colI!.('icmioulh' do.22 

This teller was written during tile Korean War, and the 
chance llor indicated ihat he did not see how some kind of 
compulso ry military training could then be avoided . He 
explained a proposa l of the Association of American Un iversities 
for all youngs ters to enter a 27· month period of service before 
the ir 19th birthdays. 

In Ap ril. 195 1, the chance llor told Nebraska Universi ty 
students at a convocation that while the United States was 
engaged in a war, many Americans would be unable to choose 
"the cont ribution to the national welfare which ... (theYI wish to 
make. This is as it should be and is the essence of democracy." 
Students were encouraged to app ly to their draft boards for the 
qua lilication tests. Gustavson ad vised: 
Please rC Il1~rnb ~r that it is your KOI'ernnH:nt's wishes. and your draft board's wishes. to 
make the wisc~1 usc of ou r manpo .. ·cr not only for today. bUI for tomorrow .... It is my 
hope thM you ... ill Ix: Kood citi1.ens and COOlX'ra te full)' in thi~ endeavor ... ,2J 

Although he supported this coun try at war, Gustavson 
continued to work for peace. 
I am sure thllt most thinking people regret IhM ' .. [Unil'ersal Military Tuining isl 
nccnur)", but in view orthe in ternation ..1 situation I arn not sure that there is any way to 
al'oid it. I ~hDlI conlinue to work for peace on every ~uion.24 

http:agriculture.21
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As the only sensible alternative to engaging in an armament 
race with the Soviet Union, Gustavson proposed that Americans 
"develop a moral boldness to work for peace."25 Instead of a 
military approach he thought destructive to our nation, the 
leaders of the United States should devise ways in which creative 
capacities might be used to lead the world from its state of 
perpetual crisis. Ifour leaders used the advances of science in a 
productive way, human and natural resources would not be 
destroyed and the world's standard of living would rise. 

The challenge of young Americans was to realize they lived in 
a favored position "and learn in the process ... to share" self
lessly, Gustavson told the students. The only solution to the 
problem of uneven distribution of the world's goods was in 
voluntary sharing with other peoples. Such voluntary sharing, 
made possible "through our creative efforts," would produce the 
"abundance of the good things in life" he called for. 26 

The United States should compete with the Soviet Union. but 
the competition should be for the minds of the "primitive 
nations," Gustavson said, and not a competition for atomic 
superiority. Western nations would win the struggle for the 
minds of men by helping emerging nations, he was certain. if 
energies were applied for improvement in these fields: (1) health 
standards; (2) education and educational facilities; (3) right to 
own land; (4) modem farm methods; (5) self-government and 
freedom and honesty in elections; (6) the right of people to 
control their own resources. 

It would be of little benefit to improve underdeveloped 
countries in one or two of these categories without the others. 
Gustavson told a Summer Nebraskan reporter. A nation with 
improved health standards has only eliminated the cause of 
death. but if the citizens did not have nutritious food, "the 
suffering, starvation and desire for better living" remained. 
Furthermore, free people in the western world would not court 
underdeveloped nations by merely opposing communism. They 
must demonstrate that the free system is better than state
directed communism. He suggested that people in the western 
world should not live luxuriously lest this arouse jealousy in the 
have-nots.21 

The United Nations and its agencies were the means by which 
advanced countries could provide underdeveloped countries the 

http:have-nots.21
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means of improving their standards of living, Gustavson told the 
Nebraska Legislature in August of 1946: 
In the light of the tremendous destructive capacity in man's hands, sharing becomes a 
'must.' Perhaps no greater problem faces the scholar of our day than to be a leader In a 
world where the lesson of sharing is still to be taught In practically every phase of our 
Iife.28 

An equally important United Nations function was the 
maintenance of peace in the world. Speakjng at a Nebraska all
university convocation, Gustavson told the students: "Your 
generation must learn to use the United Nations, or some 
organization which might grow of it, to build a structure for 
peace." The tragedy of the League of Nations was that the large 
nations did not give it their full support. If they had, he thought 
World War II might have been prevented.29 

Although the chancellor did not believe that the UN was a 
perfect organization, it was the only organization in the world 
established to help maintain peace. It was, he said, "the only 
hope we have. Our choice is not between a weak and imperfect 
structure and a perfect United Nations Organization. Our choice 
is between an imperfect organization and nothing."30 And 
atomic energy produced such devastating weapons that control 
of its use had to be established among nations. Gustafson hoped 
the UN could bring agreeMent to its use. In late 1948, when the 
Atomic Energy Commission of the United Nations reported that 
it had reached no agreement on controls, he applauded the 
action of the United Nations General Assembly in instructing 
commission members to continue work on finding an acceptable 
agreement. 

In addition to his public addresses in support of the United 
Nations, Gustavson contributed his talents to the work of one of 
the United Nations' important agencies, the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
and was a member ofthe American delegation to its Mexico City 
International Conference in 1947. The six fundamentals of 
UNESCO became a part of the homilies Gustavson presented to 
his audiences: 

(I) men helping men to recover from ravages of war; (2) men talking to men across 
national boundaries; (3) men helping men to know (attacking illiteracy); (4) men helping 
men to live together; (5) men helping men to share the best they have in arts and letters; 
(6) men helping men to understand the world in which they Iive.31 

Gustavson thought UNESCO would become a force in a 
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secure world-to replace military power, a force in an insecure 
world. It would be an agency to improve relations between 
communism and wes tern ideologies during the next five to 
twel~ty· five years. But UNESCO would not become effective 
withollt the full participat ion of the Soviet Union. and here his 
hopes hit a snag. Gustavson criticized the Soviets for not 
accepting UNESCO's invitation to become a member. And when 
the United States delegation to the Mexico Ci ty meeting of 
UNESCO abstained from voting on the membership of Hungary, 
by order of the State Department. he held "that thi s type of 
policy worsened rather than improved relations between the 
Communist and western blocs." 

In rev iewing Gustavson's contributions in evangelizing UN 
programs, Milton S. Eiscnhower, then president of Kansas State 
College and chairman of the American delegation to UNESCO 
during its formative period. said: 

Dr. Rcuben G. Gus ta"son ....·as an cnthusiastic and effecti"e member of Ihe Uni led Sla tes 
National Commission for UNESCO. In Ihc early dap of thc organizat ion .....·hen he and [ 
.....erc int~n~hel)' aetil'c in it. "'c most carnestly belic"cd thaI ~i n ~~ ..... ao; begin in the minds 
of men. It h in thc minds of mcn that the )tructurc of JXaec must bc bui ll ,32 

As ch ancellor of the university. Gustavson strove mightily to 
show Nebraskans the urgency of accepting the concep t Ihat 
wealthy nations shou ld share with underdeveloped nations, and 
in that exc hange the United Nations cou ld be the constructive 
force in maintaining world peace. He explained that without 
milit ary agrecment there remained the ch illing prospect of 
atomic weapons uncontrolled. 

Nebraskans responded to hi s appeals for a id to 
low-standard-of-living nations. and Gustavson was proud of 
the ir accomplishments. He served as genera l chairman in 1948 of 
the Abraham Lincoln Friendship Train, an arm of the Christian 
Rural Overseas Program sponsored by Church World Service 
and Lutheran World Relief. 

In order to gai n as much su pport as possible lor the program 
which sent food to starving Europeans, the chancellor enlisted 
the support of county agents. hOllle ex tension agents, mayors. 
sec retaries of chambers of commerce. and 111 in isters of all I'aiths. 
Eleven states participating in the program produced enough 
goods and provis ions to fi ll 283 rai lroad ca rs. An indication of 
the high level of Nebraska support for the program is that almost 
half of thc tota l- IIO car loads-were collected there. In 
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congratu lating Nebraskans on their support of the train, 
Gustavson explained: "The real value lies in the spirit of good 
will and neighborli ness which it represen ts in world peace and 
int ernational understand ing which it will help to create."JJ 

Ernest Smith , who had partic ipated actively in the program. 
congratulat ed G ustavson on his leadership and exp ressed the 
belief that "the response to leadership in the Friendship Train 
Campaign speaks eloquently as to what we think of you-truly 
you did a grand job."J4 

Gustavson was proud of other Nebraska programs to assis t 
peop le in foreig n coun tries. In a letter to Senator Pau l Douglas of 
Illinois. he told him of Bloomfield. Nebraska, which had adopted 
a city in German y. Bloomfield citizens had contributed goods 
and clothin g. and some people from Bloomfield visited Germany 
in furthering the project. Those who had become ge nuinely 
in terested in the problems of the Ge rman community wrote to 
Gusta vso n at times to seek his advice.J5 

The program which the citizens of Bloomfield had establ ished 
with the German community was an exce llent one , in the 
chance ll or's opinion. because the people were not ouly sharing 
their matcrial goods with people from a foreign land but wcre 
also meeting with German people on a person-to- person bas is. 
After returning from a tri p to Sweden made in the furtherance of 
his program. Gustavson told civic groups that he would like to 
see businessnlen of Lincoln meet with businessmen of Stockholm 
or Gothenburg. These meetings would not only improve trade 
relations between the two countries, but each group would 
become acquai nted individually with people from a foreign land. 

During the Gustavson ad min istration at the University of 
Nebrasktl. increased con tacts were made with people in foreign 
lands through educational services provided by the university 
Ex tension Division. Courses of inst ruct ion were sent to 
indiv iduals ill fifteen fo reign countries including Japan, 
Germany, Argentina, Ecuador, and Peru . The Extension 
Division worked with the gove rnment of Ethiopia to prov ide 
second ary educa tion for its stude nts. The Eth iopian gove rnment 
,lI1d missio nary societies also had been sponsoring the educat ion 
of selected student s at the high school and university level in the 
Un it ed States or some other country. With the courses provided 
by the University of Nebraska's Extension Division in Ethiopia . 
youngsters were able to remain in their own country for 
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secondary schooling. A staff of American instructors who met 
the University of Nebraska's requirements supervised the 
Ethiopian program. Such instructors were appointed by the 
Ethiopian government, official sponsor of the courses. Gustavson 
believed that in programs such as this one, the university was 
fulfilling the UNESCO purpose of providing knowledge to 
people from under-developed countries.36 

From the start of his administration, Gustavson had gone to 
the people of Nebraska in meetings throughout the state to 
inform them of his creed that Americans should learn to share 
with people from underdeveloped countries and that 
international control of atomic energy was urgent. It was not 
until the chancellor returned from an international meeting of 
UNESCO in 1947, however, that he decided to start a United 
Nations educational program in Nebraska. His association with 
delegates from other countries and his knowledge of the 
programs that UNESCO had started convinced him Nebraskans 
should know more about th.. TJnited Nations and itc al!encies. 

"After I conferred with deans and faculty members," 
Gustavson recalled, "I decided that the University of Nebraska 
students were not being adequately informed about the United 
Nations."37 The chancellor met with some university students 
and found enthusiasm for conducting a mock United Nations 
meeting. Gustavson was asked to act as the secretary general of 
the student United Nations and to speak on the importance of 
international controls for atomic energy.38 

The program at the University of Nebraska grew. From this 
initial model UN meeting, students formed the Nebraska 
University Council for World Affairs. In addition to continuing 
model UN General Assembly meetings, law students 
demonstrated the World Court's operation by staging a hearing 
before a model International Court of Justice. Students at the 
university sent representatives to meetings of the Collegiate 
Council for the United Nations. In strengthening the program 
Gustavson sent Dr. Frank Sorenson to New York to visit the 
United Nations Headquarters. Sorenson conferred with staff 
members at the United Nations and returned to Nebraska with 
ideas for the formation of a state-wide program. Accompanying 
Sorenson was a group of Nebraskans representing different levels 
of education: University of Nebraska Teachers College, Peru 
State Teachers College, Wayne State Teachers College, 
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Nebraska State Department of Education, Omaha Public 
Schools, and the Lincoln Public Schools. 

These school leaders and other interested educators developed 
a United Nations educational program for Nebraska, the first 
state (except for the immediate New York area) to have such a 
program.39 Training sessions were held in Lincoln for educators 
who wished to learn the best methods of implementing the pro
gram in Nebraska. Important international dignitaries 
associated with the United Nations visited the university to 
present commencement addresses or to talk to groups of 
Nebraska educators. Trygve Lie. secretary general of the United 
Nations, presented the university commencement address in 
1952. Dr. Ralph Bunche, a close personal friend of Gustavson 
and the leading United Nations mediator in the dispute between 
Jews and Arabs, addressed an all-university convocation. Dr. 
Chung-fu-Chang, advisor to China's United Nations delegation, 
addressed a United Nations clinic for Nebraska educators 
sponsored by University of Nebraska summer school. 

Some University of Nebraska faculty members became well 
acquainted with the work of UNESCO through their partici
pation in the Mountain-Plains Regional Conferences of 
UNESCO. From the information faculty members received at 
these meetings, they could better explain the work of the United 
Nations to their students and to the Nebraska public. Dr. Milton 
S. Eisenhower and Chancellor Gustavson, members of the 
National Commission of UNESCO, organized these conferences. 

The curricula of the University of Nebraska and the state 
teachers colleges increasingly reflected interest in the United 
Nations and world affairs. In February, 1948, Dean Charles H. 
Oldfather of the University of Nebraska College of Arts and 
Sciences announced a new group major in international affairs 
would be offered to undergraduates. The objective was to provide 
the student with an understanding and interest in the problems 
confronting the nations of the world. Its courses were not 
considered professional training, but it was anticipated that out
standing students could prepare for foreign service careers or for 
graduate study in international administration. The inter
national affairs program was a joint effort of the following 
departments of the College of Arts and Science: economics, 
geography, history, political science, sodology, and anthro
pology.4o 
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Peru State Teachers College offe red a course on the United 
Nations ' background and activities. Dr. Otis J. Morgans taught 
the course based on materials developed at the Unive rsity of 
Nebraska seminars. The course covered "the historical 
background. structure, aims. principles and key problems of the 
United Nations:'41 Dr. Morgans explained that his course was 
part of the "Nebraska Plan," which had grown from the conce rn 
by Heuben Gustavson over thc lack of knowledge about ihe 
Un it ed Nat ions among the people of the statc.42 

The Teachers College at the university was active in promoting 
the study of the United Nations in primary and seconda ry 
schools. which sent students to the university to attend programs 
on the United Nations. During the summer of 1947. Dr. Royce 
H. Knapp and educators from many Nebraska school districts, 
prepared a pamphlet entitled UNESCO and Nebraska 
Secondary School Youth. Gustavson wrote in the foreword: 
"This pamphlet is a timely one for Nebraska's secondary schools. 
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It is worthy of the attention of a ll serious school people. Dr. 
Knapp and the Workshop Group have rendered a service in 
making this material ava il able to us. "43 In November. 1948. 250 
students atte nded an inst itut e sponsored by the university. the 
State Department of Public InstTlIClion. and the Nebraska High 
School Ac tivities Associat ion. Dr. Knapp. Dr. H. G. Schrikel of 
Teachers College. and Dr. Leo Black from the State Department 
of Public Instruction spoke to program sess ions.44 

In June. 1950. Dean Frank E. Henzlik announced an "educa· 
tional offe nsive" in Nebraska to instill in youngsters the positive 
val ues of democracy and to combai communism and facism. 
Teachers College of Columbia Un iversity awarded the Un iversity 
of Nebraska $2 1,400 to estab li sh such a program which 
concentrated on the problem of teaching citlze nship in the rural 
pub lic schools. The funds originated from the Carnegie 
Foundaiion which had sponsored a "citizenship education 
project" by granting 5400.000 to Colu mbia University . Several 
eas tern states had participated . but Nebraska was the first mid · 
western state to start a program. Knapp was named by Ihe Board 
of Regents to serve as director of the project.4 5 

At the time the progTllm "'as announced. Dean Hcn;r.lik outlined its pu r po~e; (I) to di!,· 
cover and analyzc the present practices in ci tizcnship education rt:"caled Dmong seleet 
school s)·~tems in Nebraska. u~ing the 81 high schools in the Nebraska Co.Operativc 
School Improvement A~sociation as a seanins group; (2) to formulate plans aud activities 
fur impro"cd progrnnu in a fc\\' carefully sel~cted schoob; (3) to disseminate among 
schools infornmt iou about best practices rC"cak'd in d tb.enship education. not onl~ to 
member school~ but !o intcrested schoob generally: (4) to evaluate !he pre~ent program 
aUI! ne\\' program, for dlilcn~hill cducation in rural and ~mall conllnuni tics:1t) 

In addition to educators. t he University of Nebraska involved 
other groups in its UN educational programs. At clinics 
representat ives from the press. radio. motion pictures. libraries, 
gover nment. and civic clubs actively particip<lted. An example of 
a joint effort by UniversilY of Neb raska educators and 
community leaders was a radio panel discussion on the subject, 
"What is UNESCO? What Can It Do For Us?" Gustavson, 
Knapp. and Paul L. Bogan. an instructor in speech and radio. 
represented the univers ity. whi le Raymond A. McConnell. editor 
oflhe Linco/n JOll mal. and the Reverend Philip Schug. pastor of 
the Unitarian Church, were community representatives. In 1953 
the American Legion approved a proposal of its education 
committee under the direct ion of Dr. Earl W. Wiltse, schoo l 
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superintendent at Grand Island, to support a study of citizenship 
programs in the United States. Knapp and Wiltse worked 
together on plans for the project.4 7 

The United Nations project during the Gustavson adminis
tration became widely known. In addition to faculty members 
who participated in the program, the assistance of adminis
trators and teachers representing all levels of education was 
enlisted. Leading citizens "f Nebraska's communities and 
organizations gave their support to the program. Nebraska hld 
the distinction of being the first state outside the immediate 
United Nations headquarters area of New York to have such an 
extensive program. 

Gustavson was proud that his staff had developed an 
educational program which captured the imagination of con
servative Nebraskans. His own contributions, as a member of the 
national .commission, were significant. Chancellor Gustavson 
considered the Citizenship Education Project and the entire 
United Nations education program to be major accomplishments 
of his administration.48 

After Dr. Gustavson resigned his position as chancellor at the 
University of Nebraska in 1953, he joined Resources for the 
Future, Inc .• an organization sponsored by the Ford Foundation 
which concentrated on conservation of natural resources. He 
served as its president and executive director from 1953 to 1959. 
He then was on the staff of the University of Arizona in Tucson. 

He died at Bartlesville. Oklahoma. on February 23. 1974, at 
the age of 81, survived by his wife. a son. and a daughter. 
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