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Article Summary: In 1855 Colonel William S Harney, a veteran of Indian campaigns, was given the rank of brevet 
brigadier general and ordered to conduct a campaign against hostile Sioux. Harney was determined to complete his 
orders to punish the hostile western Sioux and protect the overland trail. On September 3, 1855, Harney’s 600-man 
command attacked and destroyed a Lakota village located three miles north on Blue Creek, near present-day 
Lewellen, Nebraska. The fight became known as the Battle of Blue Water, sometimes the Battle of Ash Hollow 
after the nearby landmark, or the Harney Massacre. 
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Balch, Big Head, “Mad Bear”, Thomas Twiss, Spotted Tail, Red Leaf, Long Chin, Alfred Vaughan, Thomas W 
Sweeny, Daniel Randall 
 
Place Names: Nebraska Territory; Fort Winnebago, Wisconsin Territory; St Louis, Missouri; Fort Pierre; American 
Fur Company post; Fort Riley, Kansas Territory; Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania; Fort Leavenworth, Kansas 
Territory; Alton, Illinois; Missouri River; Omaha, Nebraska Territory; Jefferson Barracks, Missouri; Nebraska 
Sandhills; Platte River; Oregon Trail; Fort Kearny, Nebraska Territory; Fort Laramie; Ash Hollow; Blue Water 
Creek; Fort Grattan; White River; Mauvaisses Terras [the Badlands]; Council Bluffs, Iowa; Niobrara River; James 
River; Big Sioux River; Vermillion River; Lewellen, Nebraska; Cheyenne River; Black Hills; Big Sioux River 
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