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Article Summary: William F "Buffalo Bill" Cody was a natural born showman.  He was a media star, a cultural 
icon, and founder of Buffalo Bill's Wild West show.  When kinetoscope was introduced in the beginning of the 
twentieth century, he was provided another opportunity to promote his career: a controversial movie, The Indian 
Wars, which was produced and exhibited—and of which only two minutes has been found.  This is the story of the 
production of that film. 
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Names: Edward Z C Judson, Ned Buntline, Thomas Edison, Harry H Tamman, Fred G Bonfils, George K Spoor V 
R Day, Nelson A Miles, Frank Baldwin, Jesse M Lee, Charles King, Marion Maus, H G Sickel, Lindley M 
Garrison, Franklin K Lane, John R Brennan, Prince of Monaco, Theodore Wharton, Mrs Brennan, Jack Red Cloud, 
Cato Sells, Melvin R Gilmore, Chauncey Yellow Robe, C Ryley Cooper, Broncho Billy, Harry Carey, Tom Mix, 
William S Hart, William F "Buffalo Bill" Cody, Sitting Bull 
 
Place Names: Wounded Knee, South Dakota; West Orange, New Jersey; Ft Robinson, Nebraska; Washington, D 
C; Wyoming; Pine Ridge Agency, Nebraska; Cody, Wyoming; Chadron, Nebraska; Alliance, Nebraska 
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National Press Club; New Home Club; Moving Picture World; Tabor Grand Opera House (Denver, Colorado); 
Denver Post; Nebraska State Historical Society Museum; Carlisle Indian School; Society of American Indians 
 
 
Photographs / Images: Fay King caricature for the Denver Post, March 9, 1914; Cameraman setting up a shot 
before filming; Observers witnessing the Wounded Knee filming, in cars, wagons, horseback; Philip F Wells, an 
Indian interpreter with Cody; General Miles, military advisory leading Indian actors to their positions. Jack Red 
Cloud identified; Photos before and during the Battle of Wounded Knee reenactment; Moving Picture World photo 
of the Besse Theater, South Omaha, August 15, 1914; Advertisement for The Indian Wars in Moving Picture 
World, August 22, 1914 
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