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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
 
Born at Highgate, Vermont on June 28, 1862, Nelson Henry Loomis attended public schools in 
Evanston, Illinois.  He received a bachelor of law degree from Missouri Valley College in 
Marshall, Missouri.  He finished his education at Hastings College in Hastings, Nebraska.  
Loomis passed the bar in 1883 and in 1885 went to work for the law department of the Union 
Pacific Railroad in Lawrence, Kansas.  He worked his way up, eventually becoming the General 
Solicitor for the Union Pacific in 1908 when he moved to Omaha, Nebraska.  He stayed with the 
Union Pacific Railroad until his retirement in 1932. 
 
Loomis married Mary Campbell of Salina, Kansas, on September 23, 1885.  They would have 
one son before Mary’s death in 1888.  Loomis then married Christie Campbell on August 12, 
1891 and had two more sons.  Nelson Henry Loomis died on May 8, 1933 in Omaha and was 
interred at Forest Lawn Cemetery. 
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
 
This collection consists of four volumes containing speeches and addresses by Nelson Henry 
Loomis dating from the 1890s-1920s.  Additional biographical information about Nelson Henry 
Loomis is also included.  The volumes were compiled by David S. Guyer. 
 

INVENTORY 
 
Volume 1 
 
Note: Main Subjects are shown in all caps. Items of Special Interest within the main subjects are 
shown directly below them in regular type. 
 

GENERAL 
• FOREWORD (i-v) 
• GENEALOGY OF NELSON HENRY LOOMIS (1-3) 

SPEECHES 

• A CAT CAN LOOK ON A KING (1-4) 

• ABRAHAM  LINCOLN (5-29) 
o Proposal that slaves be paid for (14,15) 
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o Some of the members of his cabinet thought him incapable of filling the position 
of president (15,16) 

o His religious views (16,17) 
o General Grant commissioned Lieutenant General (20,23) 
o His letter to General Hooker (23,24) 
o His reprieves to soldiers sentenced to die (26) 
o His lack of animosity and vindictiveness (27,28) 

• AD ASTRA PER ASPERA(30-38) 
• ADDRESS TO RURAL GRAIN DEALERS (39-46) 

o How Mr. Loomis secured the dollar with which to obtain his teacher’s certificate 
(42) 

• ADDRESS DELIVERED BEFORE THE REAL ESTATE EXCHANGE AT DENVER, 
COLORADO (47-53) 

• ADDRESS AT A COMPLIMENTARY DINNER IN HONOR OF JOSEPH A. 
OTTMAN AND ROBERT I. TURNER, PLAINS HOTEL, CHEYENNE (53-55) 

• ADDRESS OF WELCOME TO GENERAL  HARRY A. SMITH AND STAFF AT 
DINNER GIVEN BY FEDERAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE OF OMAHA 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE – DECEMBER 14, 1927 (56-61) 

• ADDRESS AT MEETING OF RETIRED EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION, UNION 
PACIFIC RAILROAD, OMAHA, NE JUNE 7, 1928 (62-65) 

o William B. Ogden (62-64) 
o General John A. Dix (64,65) 

• ADDRESS DELIVERED ON THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF 
LAWRENCE, KS OCTOBER 11, 1929 (66-79) 

o Slave punishments (71) 
• A FIVE MINUTES’ TALK ON TEMPERANCE (80,81) 

o Attended First Congregational Sunday School in Chicago (80) 
o Signed Temperance Pledge (at age about 9 years, which he kept sacredly to the 

day of his death) (80,81) 

• A LOOK AHEAD (82-84) 

• A PLEA IN BEHALF OF COLORED PEOPLE (85-87) 
o Booker T. Washington (86) 

• A SUNDAY EVENING TALK TO MEN – ARMISTICE DAY – 1923 (88-96) 
o Macauley’s description of Cromwell’s Army (94) 

• CLAIM AGENTS (97-103) 
o Hast never been to Omaha – John G Saxe (97) 
o I never did get to go to Omaha – Alice May Kimball (98) 
o Victoria Monti Memorial (100) 

• CONSTITUTIONAL POWERS OF THE PRESIDENT (104-109) 

• DANIEL WEBSTER (110-119) 
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o Constitutional debate Webster-Hayne (111-116) 
o Webster as Secretary of the State (117) 

• ETERNAL VIGILANCE IS THE PRICE OF LIBERTY (120-130) 

• EVANGELIZATION OF THE CHURCH (131-133) 
• FAITH – KANSAS CITY, KS (134,135) 

• FIVE MINUTE DISCUSSIONON J.B. LARIMER’S PAPER ON THE STATE OR 
MUNICIPAL CONTROLOF PUBLIC UTILITIES – NOVEMBER 1897 (136,137) 

• FOLLY OF YOUTH (138) 

• FOUR MINUTE SPEECHES – WORLD WAR 1 (139-144) 

• FOURHT LIBERY LOAN ( 139-141) 

• VICTORY DRIVE (141-143) 
• UNITED WAR WORK CAMPAIGN (143,144) 
• GENERAL ULYSSES SIMPSON GRANT (145-153) 

o General Grant’s appointment as Lieutenant General March 9, 1864 (149) 
• LAW OBSERVANCE (154-164) 

• COMMENTS ON THE MACINTOSH NATURALIZATION CASE (165-170) 

• MASTERS, I AM TO DISCOURSE WONDERS (171-173) 
• NOON-DAY ADDRESS AT ANNUAL BANQUET OF THE UNION PACIFIC 

PENSIONERS – JUNE 4, 1926 (174,175) 

• OUR GUESTS – OUR OTHER SELVES (176,177) 
o Mr. Loomis arrived at Salina during the Autumn of 1878 (177) 

• POLITICAL TENDENCIES  (178-186) 

• PRESENTATION OF OMAHA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE TROPHY TO 
RESERVE OFFICERS TRAINING CAMP OF CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY – APRIL 
23, 1929 (187) 

• RAILROAD REGULATION  (188-195) 
• REMARKS AT PATRIOTIC NOON-DAY MEETING OF UNIVERSITY CLUB – 

MARCH 23, 1917 (196-199) 
• REMARKS AT MEMORIAL IN HONOR OF HON. W.R.KELLY – JUNE 1, 1918 

(200) 

• REMARKS AT DEDICATION SERVICES HELD AT THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, OMAHA, NE – NOVEMBER 10, 1918 (201-204) 

• REMARKS AT 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF MRS. LEWIS’ CONNECTION WITH 
DOME LAKE CLUB (205) 

• REMARKS AS TOASTMASTER FOR DINNER GIVEN BY OMAHA CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE IN HONOR OF PAST PRESIDENTS – DECEMBER 6, 1929 (206,207) 

• REMARKS AT 17TH ANNUAL MEETING OF UNION PACIFIC RETIRED 
EMPLOYEE’S ASSOCIATION – JUNE 5, 1930 (208-210) 

o “President of what?” Story (208) 
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o Golden age of life (208,209) 
• REMARKS AT RETIRED EMPLOYEES LUNCHEON OMAHA, NE JUNE 4, 1931 

(211) 
o “Two Chances” Story (211) 

• REMARKS MADE UPON RETIREMENT OF MESSRS.A. L. MOHLER & CHARLES 
WARE (212,213) 

• REMARKS MADE IN CONNECTION WITH THE RETIREMENT OF JOHN A. 
MUNROE (214,215) 

• REMARKS AT BANQUET GIVENIN HONOR OF GENERALJOHN LEE WEBSTER 
(216) 

• SOME KANSANS I HAVE KNOWN (217-233) 
o Resided in Kansas 30 years from 1878-1908 (217) 
o Colonel William A. Phillips (218-224) 
o Colonel Phillips founded Salina in February 1857 (223) 
o Mrs. A. M. Campbell was the first woman in the town site of Salina (224) 
o Luke F. Parsons one of John Brown’s soldiers settled in Salina in 1860 (224) 
o Mrs. Christie C. Loomis was the first white child born in Salina (October 25, 

1859). Indians offered 35 ponies for her (225)  
o Judge John P. Usher (226-229) 
o Archibald L. Williams (229) 
o Archie Williams’ story on Judge Usher (229) 
o Archie Williams and the Fraudulent Bonds ( 230,231) 
o Archie Williams’ remarks about police Judge who declared a Kansas law 

unconstitutional (232) 

• STANDARD UNIFORM RULES OF THE ROAD (234-246) 
• TALK TO GOOD FELLOWSHIP MEETING CHAMBER OF COMMERCE – 

OMAHA – FEBRUARY 25, 1924. (RAILROAD EARNINGS) (247-250) 

• THE BEST IS YET TO BE (251-254) 
o Darkey’s version of the miracle of “The Feeding of the Five Thousand” (253) 

• THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM UNDER THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION (255-257) 

• THE LAW AND LAWYERS IN THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI COUNTRY (ADDRESS 
BEFORE THE VERMONT BAR ASSOCIATION) (258-275) 

o Omaha in 1865 (Poem by John G. Saxe) (260) 
o Archie Williams and the Fraudulent bonds (270) 
o Justice Miller and the McAlpine case (270,271) 
o Judge Carland’s sentence of an Indian (272) 
o Trial of Saline County Gamblers (273) 

• THE LAWYER IN GOVERNMENT (276-291) 
o Justice Miller and the McAlpine case (277,278) 
o Stephen A. Douglas (279-283) 
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o Macintosh Naturalization case (284-290) 
o Story of the Two Chances (290,291) 

• THE RAILROAD ACCOUNTANT (292-301) 
o Story of a young man who represented himself to be a reporter for a Kansas City 

newspaper and the man who was riding on the Editor’s pass (293) 
o Mr. Loomis born in 1862 (296)  
o Charles Dickens’ description of sleeping arrangements on a canal boat (298,299) 

• THE RAILROAD SITUATION (302-307) 
• THE STORY OF THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION (308-318) 

• THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS (319-328) 
o A Frenchman describes his experiences in America in 1800 (320) 
o Judge Miller and the McAlpine case (325) 

• VERMONTERS IN THE WEST (329-334) 

• VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR (335-341) 
o Comparison between Grant and Lee by Col. Fuller (336) 
o Grant’s appointment to Lieutenant General (338,339) 
o General Porter’s description of General Grant (339) 
o Woodrow Wilson’s characterization of the issues between the North and the 

South (340) 

• WOMEN IN POLITICS (342-345) 
 

MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENTS 
 

• ABRAHAM LINCOLN – BY JOHN PALMER USHER (1-13) 
• ASA WHITNEY: FATHER OF PACIFIC RAILROADS BY NELSON H. LOOMIS (14-

20) 
• COMPILATION OF LETTERS WRITTEN BY SAMUEL B. REED TO HIS WIFE 

AND FAMILY COVERING PERIOD OF ORGANIZATION OF UNION PACIFIC’S 
COMPANY’S CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT 1964-1869 (21-93) 

• COPY OF DIARY KEPT BY LUKE F. PARSONS 1860-1861 (94-116) 

• INDIAN ATTACKS UPON UNION PACIFIC TRAINS (117-129) 
o Indian attacks at Plum Creek (117-128) 
o Indian attack at Ogallala (128,129) 

• PRESIDENT LINCOLN’S CABINET BY JOHN P. USHER (130-153) 
o John Palmer Usher – by Mr. N.H. Loomis (130-135) 
o Story in which Mr. Usher did not think he was haughty and fastidious (135) 
o Mr. Seward (136-138) 
o Mr. Chase ( 138-140) 
o Mr. Welles  (140-141) 
o Mr. Smith (141,142) 
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o Mr. Cameron (142-145) 
o Mr. Stanton (145-148) 
o Mr. Bates (148-150) 
o Mr. Blair (150) 
o Mr. Dennison (151) 
o Mr. Speed (151,152) 
o Mr. Fessenden (152) 
o Mr. McCullough (152,153) 

• APPOINTMENT OF ULYSSES S. GRANT AS LIEUTENANT GENERAL BY JOHN 
P. USHER (154-156) 

• REPORT OF INTERVIEW WITH PRESIDENT (WILLIAM HOWRD TAFT) OF THE 
UNITED STATE IN RE-AMENDMENT OF SHERMAN ACT -1909 – BY N.H. 
LOOMIS (157-167) 

 
MEMORIALS 

 

• TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE MENS’ BIBLE CLASS OF THE FIRST 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH – TRIBUTE BY MESSRS. W. S, BASINGER AND C. A. 
MAGAW (1) 

• REMARKS MADE BY CHARLES A. MAGAW  CONCERNING NELSON H. 
LOOMIS  AT THE ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICES OF THE OMAHA BAR 
ASSOCIATION ON JUNE 9, 1934 (2,3) 

• NELSON HENRY LOOMIS – A TRIBUTE BY ALFRED P. THOM (4-6) 
 
Volume 2 
 
• Letter from John M. Thurston to Hon. A. L. Williams, dated Washington D.C. December 

13, 1895 (1) 

• Abraham Lincoln February 1, 1921 (2) 
• Ad Astra Per Aspera (3) 

• Advocate, The (4) 
• Address by N.H. Loomis at Annual Banquet Union Pacific Pensioners - June 4, 1925 (5) 

• Asa Whitney: Father of the Pacific Railroads (6) 

• Brinkerhoff, J.C. (7) 
• Cat Can Look on a King, A (8) 

• Centralization of Power (See “Two National Bugaboos”, Volume 2) 

• Christmas Greeting to Men, A (9) 

• Civic Pride (10) 
• Commerce (11) 
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• Constitution (See “Story of the Federal Constitution”, Volume 2)  

• Declaration of War with Central Powers (12) 

• Denver Bar Association, Address before (See Lincoln Pamphlet Volume 2 #48) (13) 
• Development of the Great Empire of the West (14) 

• Evangelization of the Church (15) 
• Facts about the Railroads (2 Speeches) (16) 
• Faith – Kansas City, KS (17) 

• Federal Constitution (See “Story of the Federal Constitution” Volume 2) 

• First Presbyterian Church – Dedication Services at Omaha, NE November 10, 1918 (18) 

• First Presbyterian Church of Topeka – An Address (19) 
• Fourth Liberty Loan – 4 Minute Speech (20) 

• Frazer, Sir John Foster – Introduction of (21) 
• Free Coinage of Silver (22) 
• General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of the USA – Address delivered before the 

(23) 
• Grant, General U.S. (See also “ A Northern Hero” Volume 1) (24) 
• Kansas City, KS – Remarks of N.H. Loomis at banquet given by the Kansas City, KS 

chamber of commerce, complimentary to the Officials of the Union Pacific System in 
recognition of the development of the Fairfax Industrial District, November 20, 1923 (25) 

• Kelly, W.R. – Memorial Remarks (25½) 

• Marshall, John (26) 
• Masters, I am to discourse wonders (27) 

• Mohler, A.L. – Remarks made upon the retirement of (28) 
• Monroe Doctrine, The (29) 

• Munroe, John A. – Remarks made upon the retirement of (30) 

• My Native State Vermont – Topeka 1910 (31) 
• League of Nations Pact (32) 

• Lincoln, Abraham (2) 
• Look Ahead, A (33) 

• Loomis, N.H. – Newspaper accounts of promotion to position as General Solicitor, 
UPRR Co. (34) 

• Newspaper and the Railroads (35) 

• Northern Hero, A (See General U.S. Grant Volume 1 #24) (36) 
 
Volume 3 

 
• Old Settlers Meeting, address before (37) 
• Omaha’s Greatest Need (38) 
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• Oral argument of N.H. Loomis at St. Paul, MN October 10, 1910 in re: United States of 
America v. UPRR Co. (39) 

• Ottman, Joseph A. – Complimentary Dinner in honor of Joseph A. Ottman and Robert I 
.Turner at Cheyenne, WY May 29, 1924 – Remarks of N.H. Loomis (40) 

• Our Guests – Our Other Selves (41) 

• Patriotic Noon Day Meeting – University Club (42) 
• Passing of the Pass, The (43) 

• Poling, Daniel – Introducing (44) 
• Political Tendencies (45) 
• Potwin Sunday School – Ten Minute Christmas talk to (46) 

• Presbyterians (47) 
• President Lincoln’s Cabinet, etc. (48) 

• Railroads, The (49) 
• Railroads and the People, The (50) 

• Railroad Issues of 1923 (51) 

• Railroad Regulation (52) 
• Railroad Situation (53) 

• Real Estate Exchange, Denver, CO Address before (54) 
• Return of the Native, The (55) 

• Responsibilities (56) 
• Rossington, W.H. – Remarks at Memorial Exercises (57) 

• Rural Grain Dealers – Address to (58) 

• Scott, Edgar Hunter (59) 
• Sidetracked (60) 

• Some Kansans I have known (61) 
• Standard Uniform Rules of the Road (62) 
• Standing Armies (See “Two National Bugaboos” below) 

• State or Municipal Control of Public Utilities Five Minute discussion of J.B. Larimer’s 
paper on (63) 

• Story of the Federal Constitution, The (64) 
• Story of the Bible, The (65) 

• Sunday Evening Talk to Men, A (66) 

• Talk to Good Fellowship meeting, Chamber of Commerce (67) 
• Temperance, A Five minutes talk on (68) 

• The Best is yet to be (69) 
• Transportation (70) 
• Turner, Robert I. – Remarks at Complimentary Dinner, etc. (40) 

• Two National Bugaboos (71) 

• United States of America vs. UPRR, Oral Argument of N.H. Loomis (39) 
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• United War Work Campaign – 4 Minute Speech (72) 

• Vermonters in the West (73) 

• Victory Drive (74) 
• Ware, Chas. – Retirement of (Volume I) (28) 

• Webster, Daniel (75) 
• Webster, General John Lee (76) 
• Women in Politics (77) 

• Wyoming State Bar Association, The – Address at banquet of, at Thermopolis, Wyoming 
(78) 

 
Volume 4 

 

• Address of W.F. Gurley (1) 

• Address of N.H. Loomis – 39 Annual Convention Association of Railway Claim Agents 
– Omaha 1928 (2) 

• Address before Kansas State University – Charity (3) 

• Address delivered by N.H. Loomis on the 75th Anniversary of the Founding of Lawrence, 
KS (4) 

• Address of Welcome to General Harry A. Smith (5) 

• Edgar Eugene Calvin (6) 
• Constitutional Powers of the President (7) 

• Daniel Webster (8) 

• First Presbyterian Church – Omaha (9) 

• Indian Attacks upon Union Pacific Trains (10) 
• William Martin Jeffers (11) 

• Kansas and the Union Pacific (12) 

• Kansas State Bar Association Meeting (13) 
• Law and Lawyers in the Trans-Mississippi Country (14) 

• Law Observance (15) 

• Law Observance (15 ½) 
• Lawyer in Government (31) 

• National Goat (16) 

• Personal Significance and Value of Christian Faith and the church (32) 

• Presentation of Omaha Chamber of Commerce Trophy to Reserve Officers Training 
Camp (17) 

• Railroad Accountant an indispensable factor in business progress (18) 

• Remarks at Dinner given by Omaha Chamber of Commerce in Honor of past Presidents 
(19) 
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• Report of Committee on Constitutional Procedure to the Special Commission of 1925 of 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the USA (20). 

• Addresses at banquets of Union Pacific Pensioners (21) 
• Retired Employee Banquet (22) 

• Retired Employee Banquet (23) 

• Retired Employee Banquet (23 ½) 
• Retired Employee Banquet (23 ¾) 

• G.W. Smith vs. Union Pacific RR Co. (24) 
• Some Historical Incidents on the Plains (25) 

• The Lawyers in Government (31) 
• Topeka (26) 

• Union Pacific as a Factor in United States History (27) 

• United States Circuit of Appeals (28) 
• The Judicial System under the Federal Constitution (29) 

• Veterans of the Civil War (30) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TMM/ak 05-17-2012 


