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Article Summary: Socially prominent local businessmen led the anti-union movement in Omaha in the early 
twentieth century.  Many unions survived, but the open shop principle promoted by the Omaha Business Men’s 
Association met with early success, was widely accepted and persisted for many years. 
 
 

Cataloging Information: 
 

Names: TJ Mahoney, David M Parry, Gurdon W Wattles, Walter S Jardine, Andrew Murphy, John H Mickey, 
Gilbert Hitchcock, Euclid Martin 
 
National Anti-Union Groups: National Association of Manufacturers (NAM), Business Men’s Association (BMA), 
Citizen’s Industrial Association  
 
Omaha Strikes: hod carriers (1903), packinghouses (1904), street railways (1909) 
 
Place Names: Omaha, South Omaha 
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Photographs / Images: Powell cartoon showing Omaha Commercial Club aiming for 2,000 members by 1917 
(Omaha Evening Bee, February 25, 1916); Jobbers Canyon, Ninth Street north from Howard Street, Omaha; 
Omaha attorney TJ Mahoney; Walter S Jardine of the Omaha Merchant Express and Transfer Company; Gurdon W 
Wattles, president of the Omaha-Council Bluffs Street Railway Company; Andrew Murphy at his blacksmith and 
wagon repair shop in 1869; inset list of members of the Omaha Business Men’s Association Inner Circle; 1907 
view of new buildings of ME Smith and Company, a dry goods wholesaler 
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