THE FAMOUS BUFFALO HUNT OF GRAWD DUKE ATEXIS OF RUSSIA

(A8 gilven at the second anneml plcnic
Held at Camp Duke Alexis
saturday Aug 15 1932
By Judge Bayard H Pzinse}

Tr: the early seventles buffalo hunting wes the most famous spert in &merica.
James Gordon Bennett bought & company of mililonaires from New York City in
1871, and Buffalo Bill was in charge of the hunt, in which the prarty wenst
from North Platte into Kansas, :
Bennett's account of thls hunt was published in his New York newspapsr
advertizing the exoltement of this sport over the world, and several hunts

by distlngulshed parties followed withln a couple of years.

A most distingulshed guest of the natlion, Grand Duke Alexls, was entertained v
with a buffalo hunt under the dirsction of the War Depariment, with no
expense spared, Rlchard J Waelsh tells us in his book, "The Making of

Buffelo BL111", that In 17 months, while he was employed by the ¥ansas-—
Pacific Railroad to furnish meat for the construction gangs, he killed 4,280
buffalees, and became so expert that towsrd the last he would maneuver the
buffalees until on s ome days he would drive a small herd through the camp
and shoot them inslde the esamp, to the great joy of the workmen, and from
this 1t has generally bLesen consldered that he recelved the hame of

Buffalo B11ll begause of this work.

Buffalo B111l had also shot buffaloes for the soldiers as a scoub, and at

Ft Wallace, Kansas, while sc engaged, & match was arranged between Billy
Comstock, a noted scout, and W F Cody as to which one could k11l the most
buffaloes in eight hours, to begin at elght oclock in the morning and close
at four in the affternoon. The wager was for $500 . The buffalo were
plentlful.A number of ladlies and gentlemen from St Louls who were taking a
trip West, together with a lot of soldlers and scouts, formed a gallery and
watched the battle. The first bunch of buffaloes they encountered that day
wore withlin three miles of the camp, and of these Cody got 56 and Comstock 37.
After lunch they found another herd of buffaloes coming directly at the
wagons, and from this Cody got hls 59th buffalo when Comstock had his 46th,
and as 1%t was late Inthe afternoon Comstock and his backers gave up the fight.
The referes declared W F Cody to be the champlon buffalo hunter of the plains,
and many ccentend thet 1t was from thils re.ort that he won the name of
Bfiffalo Bill, which name ran through hundreds of dime novels, and because

of Buffelo Bill's Wild West Show which was taken 2ll over Europe and gave
performences before many of the crowned heads and also at the Vatlcan before
Pope Teo XIII, his became the best known name of any plalnsman and scout

of that pericd.

John W Cranmer 1s cne of the few remalning professionsl buffalo hunters, and
he followed that profession from 1871 to 1874. The Lincoln State Journal upon
Sunday, February 21, 1932, gives a long article dictated by hir., He BaYS
that along the Republican rdier was the favored grazing ground of the
American Buffalo, and that the Arapaho Indians came 1n from the West, the
Kiowas and Comanches came from the South and the Sloux came down from the

- North to the great hunting grounds along the Republican River, where

thousands of buffaloes remsined through the winter and went north in the
summer .

The poor Pawnee Tndians had little chance with these flercer and more warlike
tribes, and the wassacre of 156 Pawnees by the Sloux In Massacre Canyon

near Trenton was the last of meny battles in which the Pawnees were killed
for trying to get thelr share of thebuffaloes in the rich feedlng grounda,




With the comung of the better rifles, the herds of buffalo were rapldly
decimated, and with the winter of 1874 the big herds were a thing of the past
although stray buffalices were killed as late as 1876; then lfollowed several ’
years when bone hunters made & good deal of money in heauking the buffalo bones
to the rallroad and shopplng them back east, . ‘

In order that we may know something of the importance of the vlsit of Grand
Duke Alexls to the Unlted States, in the "History Of Russia" by Vernadsky,
published by the Yale University Press, he shows us how Kussia had slowly moved
1ts flag toward the Facific and south toward India in the perlod between 1840
and 1860, and that Great PBritain was greatly anunoyed by this, and Kussian
diplemats attempted to reach an understandling with the UnltedsStates.

Buring the Crimean War 1853-56, the United States government gave wmoral support
to Russis, and during the Civil War, 1961-65, Russia zave simllar support to
the Unlon forces. <

In 1865, when Alexander II barely escaped assdssination the United Stetes

gent 1ts assistant secretary of navy to Russlae to perscnally extend
congratulations upon his narrow escape from death. This soclal bwlslt was

much appreciated by Russia, and the next year, in 1867, Russie sold Alaska

to the United Stetes for the nominal sum of 7,200,000, Serfdom had Just been
sbolished in Bissia, and slavery had been abolished in the United Gtates.

This fact also led to a better mubtual understanding and sympathy between the
two countries. '

Alexander IT was merried April 16, 1841, and had slx sons and two daughbers.
The oldest son, Nlcholes, was expected to follow as Czer, but his unfortunate
death before his marriage the second son, Alexander, succeeded to the throne
upon the death of his father on March 15, 188l. In 1871, the fourth son,

Grand Duke Alexls, made & vislt of state to the Unlted States.

Therefore, the United States turned the affair over to General Phil H Sherlidan,
whe commissioned General George A Forsybth to take charge -of all details,
sending & letter to Buffalo Bill, in which he placead him in charge of the
actual hunt. Genersl Sheridan's plan called for & hunt by the dlstinguished
visitor and the coompanylng generals for the flrst day and then expressed the
desire that the best Sioux hunters be summoned to glve & great war dance and the
second Gay they would show the Grand Duke how Indians hunted buffalo over

the plains before the advent of the white man.

Grand Duke Alexils was the fourth child born to Alexander II, Gzar of Russle
and upon his death 1t was seen at once that there was much Jealousy betwsen the
brothers, Grand Duke Vladimir and his wife, & CGerman Princess, wele the head
of the opposition to Alexander III, according to the book by Count Vasslldl,
entitled, 'Behind the Veil at the Russlen Court."”

But the Grand Duke Alexis was a very different sort of person. Heo had been
given the best of tutors and could speak English, French and German e&s well as
other lengusages. He was lmpetuous in affalrs of the heart and in his early
vouth had fallen desperately in love with the daughter of his fathierts tutor
and married her in absolute defiance of hiks fathers wishes and the Czar had
promptly annulled the marriage. Because of this most unfortunate early
experience in matrimony the Grand Duke Alexls never married agelin but ever afte:
that carried on innumerable flirtations and became a man who was fond of wins,
women and cards and while he was trained as & natural wan he conducted the
major part of such maneuvers at Parls and YMonte Garlo.

grand Duke Alexls was an oxtremely handsome man and his resemblance to hils -
brokher, Alexander IIT, was remarkable and on some cccaslons of paredes and
other events 1t is indicated that be doubled for him. He had great dignlty and
experience in social and diplomatic affalrs add could reprssent hls country
with distinctlon when called upon to do do upon staete occasions. -

For this reason as well as because of the earnest desire of Russla to cement
its friendship with the United States, Grand Duke Alexis was selected by the
¢zar Bo pay & visit of state to the Unlted States in 1871-72 and doubtless as
a vesult of the success of thls trip he was given the post of Commander In

[ I' .
Chlef of the fussian navy,of which position, it was said by one, he wade an
vutstanding fallure.



Most interesting sidelights are thrown on this great hunt by the sister of
Buffalg Rill, Mrs FHelen Cody Wetmore, in her book, "The Last Of The Great
gcoutsh, : ‘
She had recently marrled and was living at Fort McPherson that winter. She
says a most dlstingulshed party visited the post that winbter, nothing less
than Grand Duke Alexlis and his retina. Thls nobleman's visit had arcused much
enthusiasm in the Unlted States and he hsad bsen wined and dined in a manner
befltting his high statlion, but she adds, winding and dining are common to all
nations =2nd the Yrand Duke expressed hls wish to see the wild 1life of America
including the Tndians., As he had hunted blg gams 1n Asia and wes hailed as a
capltel shdt with rifle and revolver 1t was soon abBanged that he would be
taken to Nebraska on a buffalo hunt wifth trimmings. General Sheridan was in
charge . Through his aldes General Forsybth and Dr Asch as well 23 by a leatter
from General Sherlden, 1t was suggested that in addition to the hunt by the.
dlstingulshed party that aun Indian war dance as well as a buffalo hunt by the
Indlens themselves be provided for thelr enbtertainment.
puffale BL1ll who had charge under General Phil Sheridan of the hunt of Grand
Duke Alexls , was born In Scott county Towa, Feby 26 1845 and Aled Jany 10
191%7. His father was an unsuccessful farwer and in 1850 moved to the viliage
of TLeClalre Towa, on the Miassisslppl river, whers the son sattended public school
for mome months, but developed a love for ridlng om the Mississlppl more than
for school. His father secured a job as stage driver on the stage line from
Davenport to Chicago, and became such a popular man that he was elected to
the legislature. In 1852 he sold the 1ltile farm and moved to Kansas, where he
ate wheat bread for the {lrst time, having always lived on corn dodger 1n Iowa.
The fathsr stabted s trading post near ths Kickapoo Indian Agency in
leavenworth county, Kansss, and here the eight year o0ld bey spent most of his
time playing with the Indians and learning thelr sports. Whether Kansas would
become & glave state was the exclting question. Many fights were held over the
giiestion, and when his father was making an addreas, saying that Towa was & P
white state and he would exert all his power to wake Kensas a white state and
ksop slavery out, the ¢rowd attacked him, calling him a a black Abolitionist
and he was stabbed, from which wounds he never recovered.

in 1855, when Buffalo Blll was in hls eleventh year, he got 2 Job herding
cattle on a gray mule, and after itwo months he became a poney express rider and
atage drliver, attendlng scheool In the winter for & few months. When he was elev~
en yoears of age he took part in an Indlan fight, and, although the youngest man
In the party, killed the first Indian. He worked all over Xansas, Colorado, and
Utah and southern Nebrasks during hls pony express days. He had a trip of 45
miles from the Julesburg ranch , with three shanges of horses, and drove them
15 mlles per hour. Many times he was in cdnflict with the Indlans and had to
race for his l1llfe. Y
When the Glvil war broke out all of the stage and express drlvers deserted and
jolned the army, and there he met Wild Blll, wilth whom & great friendship
grew up. His service 1n the army was as a scout in carrying dispatches between
Fort Dodge , Gibson and “Yeavenworth, finelly getting as far as Tennessee.
At the close of the war Qeneral George A Custer and general Hancock took
charges of an Indian expedition from the forts inwestern Kansss, and for a
time he becams personal gulde for thess generalag.
On January 29, 1931, the Indianola Reporter published a letter wrltten by
Buffalo BEill to Mrs John Longnecker in Juve 1894, in answer to a letter, that
they had been trylng to locate the maln camp prepared for Grand Duke Alexis,
and the letter reads as follows:

Dear Madam=  In reply to your letter of the 9th inst, aksing the whereabout s

on the Red Willow that Camp Alexls was located, Will try to tell you. Do you kno
where the old government road running from Ft Merherson to ths Republican crossdl
the Red Willowt? Well, 1t was eabout one mile above where the road crossed the creel,
on the east side of the creek, The letter says (obliverated)but this was =
mlstake of the printers.

Yours very truly
WF Codye




- ‘

P.S. Az T am golng to visit the old camping grounds some day, if you will
let me Imow where you llve T would be pleased to o2ll on you and T
would like to know how you llke the counbry, etc, WaFCa "

Tnt he "Story of the Wild West,™ by Hon W F Cody (Buffalo B1ll) puvllshed in
1888 and afterwards reprinted as "ILife and Adventures of Buffalo BIll" by stant
on and Van Vliet Co of “hicago (1917) he gave an account of the 1life of Kit
garson and of several other famous scouts and also an autoblography of hisg own
1ife, and beglnning on page 623, occurs the story of the hunt with Grand

Duke Alexis,. e says the preparations for the hunt were extensive, and were
arranged under the direction of General Forsyth. Buffalo Bill had found that
there were plenty of buffaloss upon Red Willow Creek, within 60 miles of

Fort McPherson, which old fort was loecated some 20 miles southeast of the

clty of forth Platte.

Spotted Tall was the Chlef of the Siloux Tndlang and had been glven permisslion
by the Government to hunt buffalo that winter in the Republican Rlver country,
and Chief Spotted Tail's camp was then located ou the Frenchman Fork, about
150 miles from Fort McPherson.

General-«Porsyth, directed Buffalo B11l to viglt Chief Spottéd Tall's camp and
induce & bout 100 of the leading warrlors and chlefs ro come to the polnt where
it should be decided to locats the Duke Alexis hunting camp and %o arrive
there by the tlme the Grand puke should arrive lu order that he mlght see a
body of American Indians.and also observe the manner in which they killed
buffaloes. The Tndlans were alsgso to pub on s grand war dance,

Geaneral Forsyth arrived at North Platte with a couple of aldes, one evenling, and
the next day this party, accompanied by Captain Hayes of the Fifty Cavalry,
mounted horses and taking 2n ambulance end some llght wago:s, in which the
provlalons and tents were carried, they were escorted by Buffale B1ll to Red
Willow Creek, and asrrlved there in the evening, and the next day selected the
camping place, which is right over thers, and the canyon running in to the
creek has been c¢2lled Alexls Canvon singe that time. The following day
teneral Forsyth and his party returned Lo Pt MePherson, leaving the Job te

be done by Buffalec B11ll alone, which was one of the hardest assignments he
ever carried out, That was to visit Chief Spotted Tall's camp and Induce

the Chief to bring over 100 of his best warriors aznd put on a great dance.
Buffalo Bill thought that “hief Spotted Tail was friendly with him, but knew
many of hils young warriors would ¥#¥ scalp him on sight. The weather was very:
cold and the Journey an unpleasanit one, for he was obliged tc camp out wilith
only his saddle blankets, and there was consldsrable danger from the Tndians
themselves. The first nlght Buffalo Bill cenped on the Stinking Hater, and
although he bullt a fire it was too cold to sleep much. Following up the
Frenchman cresk and hiding his horse in & bush, he went on top of & high hill
and saw & Sloux camp about four miles up the creek. He waited untll night,
when all the young bucks were back in camp, wrapped up in a blankst so they
would not tell him from an Indian, and rode directly to the Chlef's lolge.

In the atcount written by Mrs Wetmore, she says her brother tied his horse

in some brush and then when 1% was dark wrepped hisg blanket around him and
marcked very erect to the lodge of the “hief.

Inside he found the old frountlersman, Todd Fandall, who was Spotted Tall'a
agent, and hed lived with the 8ioux for & great many years and understood
their language perfectly, and was very friendly with Buffale Bill, and he nob
only did the iEterpreting but urged the Chlef to takepart in the hunt.

Chief Spotted *aill consented to go end agreed to call hils pecple together ithe
next morning and select lco whe should ac ompany him. The Chlef inslsted that
Buffalo Bi1l spend the nlght in his lodge with hlw, and had his squaw bring 1n
focd for him to eat. The next morning when the braves were gathered scme of
ths younger onss showed their anger at Buffalc Zill, bub none of thoge selected
to make the trip with the Chief,and it was all agreed that in ten sleeps,
meaning nights, they would be at the place selected, above the croessing, or

ford whers the army road running from Fort McPherson crossed the Red willow.




Tn two days Buffalo B1ll arrived back at the camp on the Red Willow, where a
company of cavalry were putting up large wall tents for Grand Duke Alexis 2nd h
his party, and obthere were Tfor the General Sheridan and hls staff, together
with the invited guests. Returning to Forg HePherson, some 75 of the best
horses were carsfully selected cut of the 600 army horses there and sent down
to the Ked Willow camp, in Hayes county for the use of the aoctual hunting
party. A4 day or sc later a large supply of provisions, liquor, beddlng, camp

furniture, arrived from Chicago afid all were sent over lmmediately to the
Camp. After these preparations were all made, on Jany 12 187z, Grand Duke alexli
end his party with General Pjil Sheridam and his aldes, arrived in Horth Platte
by & special train.,
General Forsyth, and Dr Asch, also General Custer were wilth General Sheridan.
This special train, furnished by the Pennsylvania Rallroad, was in charge of
K¥r P,ompson, afterwards president of the Fennsylvenia Railroad system. Capt.
Asch and Buffalo B11l, with five or six ambulances and wagons and fifteen or
twenty saddle horses and a company of cavalry under Captaln Bagan, were at
the depot to recelive them,.
The Grand Duke Alexis was a fine looking man and eagerly anticlipated the joy
of the hunt ahead of him. In less than nalf an hour the whole party were dashlng
awey to the south toward Medicine Creek, and upon reaching that point they
halted for lunch and a change of horses, and then rlding from the fedlcine, they
reached the camp on Red Willow by evening. They enjoyed wetching an indian
exhibition of horsemanship and their sham battle, and by the fire all of the
Tndians engaged in a grand wer dence so reallstic that 1t ran shivers down the
spines of the scouts and soldlers present.
Gensral Custer was the 1ife of the party, and Buffalo Bill says in his account
that CGeneral Guster carried on & mild flirtation with cne of the daughbers of
gpotted Tail and the Duke pald no little ettention to another beautiful Indlan
maiden, but T looked in vain in the 1life of General Custer, published by his #f
widow, but found no mention there of his bheing present at the hunt.
The nedt morning all wers rilled with great expectations of a successiul buffalp
hunt, and Buffale BLll took Duke Alexls under hls personal charge and gave him
811 the informatlonss to how to shoot buffaloes, and furthsr, gave him his
celebrated buffalo horse, Buckskin Joe, who had been tralned %o keep besdle a
puffale until 1t was shot and then rush on beside the next without the rider
urging or using the relns or paying any attention to the well trained horse.
They were off at nine oclock and before they had gone three mlles observed a
herd some distance ahead, and as the buffalowere coming 1ln their directlon
the party kept out of sight until ready to make the flnal charge, gradually
worlking around to the windward, where the buffaloes could not smell them and
teke fright, %
When the bime came to charge, Buffalo Bill and theDuke with thelr horses on
the run, left the rest of the party far behind. The first shot the Duke mlssed,
not belng used to shooting from & running horse. They then followed and finally
overtook & large bull, and the Duke walted untll Je could almost place his gun
against the side of the animal, where he fired the fatal shot. IHe was very
much elated, took off his cap and waved 1t to the party, who were perhaps
& mile in the rear., His retinue and the other offlcers galloped up and the
Duke received coungratulations from everyone. Then everyone drank to the health
of the Grand Duke with overflowing glasses of champegne. The hilde of thias large
buffalo bull was carefully removed and dressed and the Duke took the dame to
Russia with him on his return. A temporar: encampment wes made close to where
this buffalo was k1lled, and the evenling was passed wlth story and song.

The second day of the hunt Chief Spotted Tall asked permission for one
of nis Chiefs, named Two TLance, to give the Duke an exhibitlon of how he could
shoot an srrow entlrely thru the body of one of the large buffalo, and to the
profound astonishment of all, Chlef Two Iance shot an arrow whlch passed
entlrely thru the body of the rumming buffalo, and the arrow was glven to Duke

Alexls as a memento of Chlef Two Isnce's skill and DOWSY .




Oon this second days hunt the Crand Duke killed a buffalo at a dlstance of

100 yards with a heavy navy revolver, and Buffalo Bill adds that the shot was

s marvelous "scratch™. Thisg ended the hunt as the Grand Duke was satisfied,
and orders were given to return to the rallroad. '

Buffalo Bill's sister, %rs Yetmore gilves a few additional sidelights on the
hunt. She says that the Duke shot elght buffaloes altogether, Including the

one that "he thought he shot™ with a revolver at 100 yards.

ghe also &ells that in the 1list of distinguished guests for whlch saddle horses
were provided to meet the train &t Horth Platte, the name of Frank Thompson
was not in the 1list and no horse wag provided and he would not ride In the
ambulance, that Buffalo Blll after starting the calvacacde oub of Horth Platte
came back to see if everything was complete in every retall and found kr
Thompson Without & mount., He gave crders at once that hls most famous horse,
"puckskin Joe" should be saddles and brought up for Thompson. Thia was the
norse which needed no guldance but would jump from beside one buffale to

the next without the use of reins and on which Buffalo Bill had escaped
Indiang on one occasion on Kansag riding 80 miles ln one day.

The well trained horse was obiained Iin & trade with an Tndlan, and was the
fastest horse Buffalo Blll ever had. On one #HFgé#i¥H occaslon, 1In escaping
from Tndlans on the warpsth in Xensas, he had ridden Buckskin Joe elghty
miles. For these reasons no one had sver been allowed to ride this horse
Therefore, when PBuffalo Blll and rrancis Thompscon owertook the party, all the
teamsters and soldiers pointed at him and thought they were guylng him,

and asked what was the matter--dildnt he ride hls horse alright ¢

Tt appears that the Grand Duke was dressed modestly in the plainest clpthes, #i¢
they all aupposed that Hr. Thompson was the Urand puke because he was allowsed tc
rids PBuckskin Joe. .

The most éxclting thing that happened to the Duke was In driving back to

North Platte. For his return & conveyance was provided which was a heavy
double~duty (sested) open carriage, somewhat llke an “rish dog-cart. This was
drawn by six spirited cavelry horses, not much used to the harness.

The driver was Bill Reed, an overland stage driver, and when they had proceeded
about half way back General Phil Sheridan asked Buffalo Bill %o hendls the relns
himself, and when he got in Sheridan said to him. "ghake 'em up a 1little, Bill,
and give us some old time stage driviug." When they reached the valley of the
Medicline, there was no brake on this cart and the horses had nothlng to hold
back, sc that Buffale Bill writes that &l he could do was to keep them
straight ahead, and for three miles they ran pell mell with one wheel and then
another off the ground, and when they were checked going up the next hill the
Grand Dule remonstrated and sald he did rot went any more of that kind of
driving and preferred to go much slower.

After the three wmlle ride down the hill iIn the wagon with the runnlhg horses
the Urand Duke said " I wollld not have mjgged that ride for a large sum of
money, but rather than repeat it I wouldl & to Kussia by way of Alaska

and swim the Behring Strait.”

Upon srriving at the special train walting for them, the Uprand Duke invited
Brffalo BL1l into his car and gave him some valuable presents, and thelr train
soon pullsd out, and this closss Buffalo Bills account of the famous buffalo
hunt of Grand Duke Alexls of Pussla, the 12th, 13th and 1l4th of Januvery 187z,

Wrs Webtmore 's boook 1s more speclfic about the presents, the Duke gave Buffalo
D11l a greatcoat made of the finest Fussian furs, a set of cuff llkks set wilth
precious jewels, and a beautlful scarfl pin.

The grand Duke himself was quletly dressed but that some of the members of his
party were apparelled in gold and lace end all of the trappings of royaltyﬂ
The gorgeous uniforms greatly lmpressed the colored troopers .

when the calvecade moved soubh from North Platte at a raplid psce & colored
sergeant Saluted Buffalo Blll and ssid. * Golonel, ah begs leave to report,
sah, -dat another of dem kings has done fallen off his horse."



