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HUNTING A CROCODILE I5 NEBRASKA, |
(Translated from an erticle written in Doheémian by Mr. Joseph P,

S8edivy, Verdigre, Nebraska, for ithe Bohemian weelly
dsveta Ameriokxa, Tmeha, in 1910),

In tﬁs fall of 1873 & small company of Bohemiun settlers, living
on homesteads in Knox County, Nebraska, were ou their regular trip te
Neligh on the Elkhora River, in whid p¥ace wae a mill, the nearost to
their o settlament, Niobrara. They were hauling grain, to be ground
into flour and bran. TFrowm Fiobrara the way 1655-5 éry
prairi@ aud during the whole trip there was not a pluce where one

MWM
could water hie team or find wateyr for himeelf The teams were oxen

and the travelling dflow in eonsequence, for the mads we re rough,

In coﬁaideratlon of these difficulties, it was the custom for several
men to go together, 8o that they could mutuslly help esch other, and
besides that the trip was thus made less monotonouws. The travelling
was usudlly done by alght, if ik moon soune. Ioaswuch as there was
no fuwel Lo be Tound on the way, a supply of same wa@ teken along, for
cooking purposese The oxen were unhitched, watered and sent to grasze,
then a fire was made under a wagon, an iron kettle ﬁlz._ed with water
wad hung by a cdiain to a shatt' and coffee wae made. One of the younger
membe ra of the part watohed the oxen. The ethere seitled themsel ves
around the fire and smoked until the coffee was done, thenm each brought
his lunch and ail had a Jolly time eatling togeth er, :

Aftar supper Af the moon shone the animals Wwere harnessed up
again and the trip resumed. If 1t was dark, the oxten we re puthe red
and tethe red and travelling was resumed at dawn,. ‘

" Inthe fall of 1873 several Bohsmiam wsettlers, neighbors, and I
a boy of rixteen, started out on a similar expedition. DBesides the

necessitices mationed above we o'aoh.'carried a gune The diy was
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Pleasant a'nd the journsy smooth, so that by iwilight we reached @a
gtream and procerded to go in camp, Neighbor F. W, had a pair of

threeeyear old oxen, quite wild and hard to catch., Thelr owner, for

BTl ‘o onvenie noe, tled long mwpes to thelr hwrms, shout helf
an inch thick,. While we were eating 41 grew dark and clouds uappeared
in the northwest, I was mtafi to g3t the animals. T had noti gone
far when I saw a crooked oak branch lying in the pgrass., It wae most

probably left thelr by other travelers. The braunch wase bmkenﬂma
end and had sav-ral small stwmpe, the ramaine of malle r branches.

I succeeded in getting the oxen, although the ihree-year-olds
gave me the usual ¢ rouble, and ap I knew I would sgain be sent for than!
es soon ae I had wermed mysel? a little, I declded to tie the woid u-Ldf
paiflL-to the oek branch. Then I retumed to camp, feeling that I would
not have wmuch trmuble 1& geti ing the weld—pair when wire to start
agein. On my retum I 8ald I had the aniwaels near but did not think te
mention the hranch,

Just as I sat down, oene of the neighborms was relating a story
of a dragon, which, ascrding to him, used to ruise hades in Bohemia.
The others listemad and volced thelir various opinions about the
probabllity of such creatures eéver exipting, and one epoke up aund gald
there were dragoms even he @ in' Az riea, but they have no winge and %
._ealled crocodiles. He sald that the teacher im Pohamia told the
child ren about it, when he wae spcaking of Awerica. The nf)ee.kar had
been in thie country about a year.

The fire ded dowa and the moon arepe, presaging & clear night.

A ocold wind blew over the prairie, bvathed in moon}ight. We decided to
procesd with our journsy, for we thought w might get to Neligh by that
time. Mr. . ¥ went for his oxen, which had walked a ways to whe re
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they had bstier prazlog., Mr=—%—7, atill had his nind full of drzgons
and when he suddealy saw in the gross something that losked like a
vast, open jJaw, aad the tall grasa be*n to move, as though some cgrawling
creature wam in it, he was petrified. —"!;'After moving ahout thres or
four feet the monster lowered its head in%to the rushes dut immediatsly
raised it again and s9emed to have something in 1ts mouth. It seeumad
too to be moving in the dlwotion of the ox. ™A erocodile! Help!
Heip!' he cried a raa for his iife., We Pelt as 1€ strud Wy lightning.
¥hen our asichhor reached ue and we all showerod him with queét@nq, ‘he
could only stutter: *Thers = near = my - ox! There! It i terr“ibla!
ij_eG?ive meé ny ax® am get vour guns! But he careful!®
' Ve cach ammed onrsel? and earefully crept to the deslgnated &0t
A pup followad us, we had taken it slong from home, Omu tiounly we
litterled. r"»'omatluing atirred in the graes, 1t seoird to be moving in it.
Again w saw 1t raise ite frightful, beld head,

"Good God above! Run!® cried one. Another valiantly took aim and
shot the monster in the head. Nvldently with effect, for the creature
Jerked and fled, bve2atins the ai r first with 41tz heed and then i4g
tail, and it seemned to follow the ox..

®Mercy on us! Tt will kill the ox! Shoot sgain?®

Bhots iara fired in repid succes aion, the dog was heside himeel?,
fhe neighbors called and ulade. e great racket and se mon a8 they spied
the crocodile again, a new bombardment began. The one o had an ax
mn alwad and mon wo heard his Joyful ory§ "Heret Here! T huve
finished 1617
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#en we rsached the apet We found him harolcally choppius the
crogodils, the hlow: seasdd to echo as they wtruck the cereature's
amor, |

But 1t 414 not wove and apparently was dead. We had killed a
dangerous bheast that had thmatlmmd the lives of our ?ﬁ% and our own.
Now it lay in the ghass harmless. 'ﬁreaﬁhlesa I ran to it and as I
+looked at it T suddenly thought of the oak hmuch and began to
laugh loudly, The uaighhora thought T had loet my sonses, but pr@mtly
I explained to them, Some of the unbelieving Tomases st ok 1ights,
and whan thay gaw that my surmise was right, T was rewarded by a g00d
box on ths yaars.

¥e all breathed easier, but on the other hand had an awful time
te get the oxen togeﬂneb, for our shooting had sent them rung'lnm far and
wide. The ox which had beem tied to the branch had either hroken the :
rope, or the rope had heen shot away,

#ie dsclded to keep this opimde to ourselves, for we knew v

expect 1f we dld not, and =0 the crocod 119 hunt by the firpt &

settlers in Knox county, Nebrasks, remuined o seoret for a 10?\@5 t ime,




