dawo ries of pioneer days.
(Translated from the article written in Bohemian for the Rohemian

almanach Pionvr, bg Joggph P, Bedivy, Vanii;rre Heb r).
(Volume III, 1918.

The year 1872 was a cruel one in our settlemeat, It was the
second year whea our people began to settle here in homest eads, Our
county was then called E1 Zau Qui Court, later changed to Knox,
Bveryone began with a swall oapital, but with strong hopes for prospe ri ty
in the future., A favorable spring promised good crops and all were
happy te think they would harvest emough t0 make the present better than
the past, All who could soved some wheat, #0 they would not heve te
~buy flour for bread. Oome were po optimistic, that they hoped to sell
a part of their harvest to the storekeeper in Wiobrara, who promised to
buy wheat and sead it down the Hissouri te market.

But on June 20th. their hopes were blasted. The moming of that

day was beautiful., Not & breeze stirred the leaves on the trees, the
birds were fairly quiet, the heavens clear, not a cloud any where, =
everything foretold a hot day., But when at eleven o'clock my rathslr
and I were engaged in digging stwaps in the valley on our homestead ’
n'»}sum ianterrupted 4n our work by a strange’!m(iu the air., Rirht
wtér that 1t pecame dark, hfthar and I we re paralyzed and asked

éach other: "What ias the matter?" We looked up to the mna';f(uw on the
eky a myriad of moving dashes and cropses, covered with miet and
vanishing toward the northeast, They were gragshoppere, so feared by
the west era Tarmers., At about hdflput one in the aftervnocen they
began to cowe down Lo the prouand until they fell as rapidly and heavily
as snow, The scrapinge seund of their winegs changed inte one s0lid roar
and in a short time everything was covered with the hunc-ry ', e el

insects.




. 2o

Those of my readers #ho knows what this sort of a visitation
means, ¢an raallz? our position, and all such will agree witl"}‘ me&, that
the hunger or appetite of these insectes is not limited to greem stuff
only, they se<ma to relish onions, tobacco, grain, prairie gmes, the
leaves and bark of trees, why even dry logs.

My father as usual ¢ id not lore hie hend when misfortune came
on us, e told me to bring the oxen, which were st mdinag"'under a tree
near the house., He hitched them to the wago, on which we quickly
loaded old hay, stacked by the ham, and rode to a small field, in
which were grosing vegetables and potatoes. Here we made a row of hay-
cocks and fired them, hoping to save thé field with the heavy smoke,
for the hay was rotten, 3But we were not succesaful, although we tried
in other ways 10 rid ourssives of our enemy.

In the morning all that was left of th.a. vegetahles and potetoes
we re atumpcaﬁ-much grain was daﬁroﬁd. At about nine in the morning
a stroay south wind began to blow and the gprasshoppe rs began to rise.
The noimse of their wingas grew stronger until it again became & roar and
the whole armada, that had worked a.uoh woe, flew to the nof*th, to repeat
the destruction. |

It was a mad sight. At that time of year it was not probable
thatwa new growth would appear, and 29 each one thou.zht'how best to
ward J_;oﬂ' lmpendiag want., Oome of our coumt rymen went to other parts
of the state, some evea to Chicage, afoot, without wonsy, to earn a
liveliehood for themsclves and families, These they had left on the
hometeads, 1 n order to perfect thelr title, But their ecup of sorrow
for that year had not beea drained.

A short time after the gresshoppers, on June 30th., at four in the
aftemoon, a terrible hall stomm finished the work begun by the insects.
Vhen on that afteraoon, a very het one, clouds began to appear fore-

telling @ stom, father sent me for our stock, congisting of a pair of
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oxen, twd cows and a helfer. At that time there were no fenced in
pastures and the owner was not obliged to herd or watch his steek
The settle ra' lived wide"apart and g0 in the morning they let their
cattle rosm 1n the dirsetion where there were no fields, at night 1t was
necessary to find it and bring it homwe, Usually one of the cows hsad &
bell .m\md_her neck, #0 that it would be easier to find the eat tle in
the hilly country.

I left home lightly clothed, without & ceat, it being very warm,
On my head was an old hat full of holes and my feet wera encased in
broken shoes, I hopad to find the eattle mear the house, but after
walking through a ravine which atretehed from our home & out a mile
and & quarter to the east, purtly covered with tigber, I could net find
any t racke, no bell was heard, but what I di0 hear from the nerthwest
was thunder, groving louwder constamtly. I gut to the end of the ravine,
to the uplend, level for move ral miles, The sky grew dark and I hurded,
for it seased t0 me that over 10 the northeant 1 heard the bell, I did
ﬁet get far, for I wus overteken by a strong, ¢old wind., The next
moment I wae blinded by lightaing and the thunder mared like cannon,
Over my head flow black birds along «th tho windhed a lerpe ped
rabbit epad past me, - all war fleeing before the stom., The icy wind

gtruck me to the marrow., I had nev: r encountered a store in the open,
alone, having hbean bmought up in a eity, and so I a4ig not reslize my
danger., It was only when a heavy rain begd\tﬂ fall, moﬁ%miﬂd by
thunde r and lightning, that I gaths’md up my strength and ram over the
prai rie to the west, hoping to reach our neighbor John Holecek., DBut I
had not gone a hundred fost whem I was fairly blinded by the rain and
could go no further. I turaed in a southeastern direetion, with the
wind, the prairie, as stralgit as a table, stretching befors me for
three and a helf miles, without a windbreak. Down by a ereek lived
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2 Bohemian homesteader, Mr, Prank Tichy. The rain abated somewhat, but
changed presently to a hail storm aad I flew over the prai rie like wila.,
So far I had held my hatau my head, but the blows of the falling hail
preveated that aad I ran on hatless, hall as big a8 egge pounding me

shack. I screazed with pain and cried for help, then I

in the head
fell unoonaciaus.

I do not know how lcmg I{:Z—dl- that way, but when I came tox I
coul not move, I w«-—it-h w face Lo the ground, I wae wet to the
skin and shivering with ecold. I could net recollect what had happered
to sa, but 1ittle by 1ittie my poor head, which ached terribly, grew
clearer, As far ap my oyes could mee, dertruetion everywhere. Then
for the £irst time I saw my danger, alone on a vast pmirie, far from
any habitation. I tried to get up, bHut war too stiff, After a while
I trt'ed moving my arm, and after some effort and pain I ms able to do
80, then wy feet. As the last ray of the setting sun showed on the
horizon, I finally got up: .

I 414 net know megnr I should go home or to Tiehy's, which

place was nearer, but I decided to go home, for I knaw m paranta we re

wrr‘ad about me. I started out wery puinfully and sEowell ;_topping
every few steps te rest on the ﬂt ground. It was gm\dng dark and I
wae two wmiles from home., Blood flowed from a wound in my hend, When I
had gone half a mile, I met our dog, whoe griteﬂ me joyfully, I
realized that father was looking for me, se I valled and heard his
voice in reply. I gathered fresh courage and called often, hearing
his woice coming near aad nearer, until we met, both of us erying with
Joy. ’ﬁ‘aﬁMr todk off his coat and wrapped me up, put a heaving walking
stick ia my hand aad supporting we led me home, He told me that soon

mér my departure the cattle came home and he and mether thought I had
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driven it home and had stopped in some cave and shelter or animel’s
den, for I was fond of hunting, %am it grew dark and I was not home,
father started out to look for me, Tinadlly we reached the hill
nearest the house, where we met mother. Ohe heard our e¢slling, but
could not leave the smaller children, and was most impatient 'to BeEe us,
Seeing that father had to support me, she bogan 10 ery, embraced me and
helped to get me inteo tha house, :

I atrﬁgglad for seve ral days with a high fever and was often
pus. But in eight days I was able to leave my bed, and my

wound @ 'grgdually healed, I had no doctor, of course, for in thowse
days there were none here except the Indlan medicine men,

I do not know how we would have lived that year if my grandfather,

mother’s father, had not seat us money f rom the old count ry, and if we

had not been able to earn a little, With our oxen T used to haul flour
from the mill in St. Jamer t0 the storekeeper in Hiobrara., The mill

wag dist ant fifty miles, and the storekeeper paid us one dollar per

nund red pounds The journey both ways, in good weather, lasted four
days. Usuaily tw or three went with thelr teaws, for the way was
through unsettled and hilly country, there were no bridges over ravines
and ereeks, 80 we had to help one another. At the same time, the
trip was more pleasant. The first twenty-five miles eagt of Niobrara
was along a hilly, empty prairie, the Santee Ilndian reservation, A ke
had been taken here by our soldiers in 1862 after the massacre in Hew
Ulm and otfnr places in Minnesota, in which they teok part with other
trives. Their chief was Little Crow. These Indians had settled here
permanently, dbut those who at that time had shed so mud immocent
gettlers® vloed have all died out. This tribe is indepenient and prose

pers,
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The rest of the way led through country sparsely settled by
Gemans, who came mostly f rom Pomerania. The road w8 sowe better
here, for the country is not so hilly, but there were no bridges anywhere.

¥nile the weather was pl@asant and dry, I used to like to make
these trips in company with ené or more nelghbors, It wus a gypsy
life and I 1iked it, But when it rained, or a stom overtoodk us, and
we shivered with the wet and cold, all the cham vanished and I wished
heartily to be at homs # th my parents.

In the mummer of that year I made three tripe to &ﬁt Jumes for
flour without aay unusual experienoo. When November came, Wentomam,
the s to rﬁkaepor in Niobrara, asked my father that I go once more with
our n2ighbor Wenzel Kurka {A Bohemilan-Geman), we were sack to bring &

load of flour, 80 the atorakaeper would have enough for th:e winter, Ve
startad out early on tha moriaing of November 16th. It was a dreary
day, ths air chill and raw. Kurka was about 45 years ol4, a jolly
man, e came from Zatee, Bohewia, whers he used to haul frelght, in the
days befors the railroad came, He still wore a fur cap, 2 coat lined
with sheepskin, leather trousers am"; high boots, in Bohemian fashion,

I was sixteen years old and quite large formy age. I wore a blue
aolfia r's coat and shirt, a badger skin eap {made at home ), amy
trou;ern, cowhide boots and mittens made from an old coat., Ve earried
with us 2ach several bluakets and tw buffale robes, in case of raine.
The wagon boxes were filled with hay, we had a store of bresd, butier
(in tins), zound coffee and sugar in sacks. Besides that we todk with

M c_ook{':iﬂg utensils, and of course a gsun an! awmnition were not
lacking,

The first day we made elghteen miles from Niobrara and camped »
unde r a hill by Bazile 83prings Creek, on the Saniee reservation. We
unhitched the oxen, watered them and tied them to the wagon, to feed.
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Then we gathe red bruehwood aad boiled coffee. The night wae unpleasant,
damp and cool, but without wind., After Bupper we spread under my wagon
blankats, wrapped oursélves in the buffal o robes, and lay cdown %o sleep,
fully dresseds We had put out the fire and I placed my gun near at
hand., Trom the east came the howling of the wolves, whid presently
changed to a while uproar. In the grove under the hill we heard a
gcreech o#l , nnd somewhere in a hollow tree the night owl sane her
"wyho-who", But we both wers used to sud concerts and lullabis=s, so we
gsoon Tell arleep.

I do not know how iong I had been slesping, when Kurks awoke me,’
The oxen showed somé impaticace, and when I fully awoke I heard from the

west the tram of horaea’fest , Just then three shoxis rang through

r us considerably. The oxen bhecame wild and tried

teo teaf themsel ves away. I grabbed my gun and Kurka an ax, We spaw
several horself go by, paating hard, their riders beating them unue rei-
fully. %e heard them ford the creek and then the sound= of their
stepe grew fainter and fainter, But soon W heard from the wast a
new t mmping and two riders etopped. One called: "How - ?daz" Ve
knew by that that they were Bantee Indlans and Il fd: "Mow!"

The Iad i;m, in dbroken fnglish, asked us if the ridern: who had gone by
had a woman with them aad if thésr forded the credk or not, ¥urka
knew only Ceman, besi de Bohemian, and #0 I had to do the talking. I
a‘aid we could not tell, owing te the darkness, but that we heard them
go through the wster.‘ Both riders vanished in the darkness, after
fording the creek, We felt a little more calm, for we judged t:&is to be
a fray caused by "fire water®, In about half an hour we heard, about

a mile distant as It o emed, fif teen shots,
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Ia the valley by the ersek, south of our camp, wus a eabin,
occupied at times by a white maa Otto Knudsen, ealled by the Indians
"Wacha - znité" {(Long Whit e Man), whose wife was s Indian. Ve was
bom and raiséd in Denmark, where he received a pood education, but he
did not care to make uae of it. He could speak five langpusees, but
in #pite of that he lived in laginess and dirt, worse than mawy an
Indian, Later he realized that he oupght to appreciate hie education and

use it, ho became a candidate for county ® __'.";.and wae elsctod,
He was re-elécted several times and filled the of fice acceptsbly and
honegtly, At the time of which I write he lived alternately on the
Sante2 and Poanca resarvations, and was a good friend and advisor te the
Bohemia ns. |
The épisode had excited us, 80 that we coul’ not gleep ey more,
At dawn w made coffee and set out again., 3Before noon w 'rewchéd the
first house, on Weimgandt's farm, the owe r being a Gensan and most
kind and industrious. He had lived here dHout Tive years then anmd
undoubtedly was weal th;r, for he had & large herd of catile and mwny
imp rovements, We uaed. to stop at his place regularly, water and feed the
teams and camp in a grove by the craek back of the house,. On our
way back w2 used to spead the ulight here, After we had resumed our
journgy sad had gone about five miles, a northwestern wing sprang‘ up,
grovine atronger and colder, and mow began to fall. We crossed
Beaver Craeek, the suow fell heavier, the wind grew eolder, Kurka rode
ahead. RBefore we got to Aantalope Creek, ;ight miles from St. James,
the mow stom changed inte a real blizzard. It was fortumate that we
were going aleng with the wind, to the muthwaat. m(hoae days there

were no settlers all along the road from # 80 we could not

find shelter, At times we could not see each ether an? oould'nof go€
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the tracke, for 1% begaa %o get dark and drifts filled the hollows,.
Our oxea began to grow faint, thay were coverad with snow jusi ac we
were, We wondered what we should do, We could net stay anmd perish in
the storp, we muast at any priece try to find a human habitation. Ve

Al
had not met a living solH

jduring the whole aftemoon, and I camnot tell,
dear readers, how draadiﬁ 1y I felt. It was no use to urge the
beasts, they could go ne £ er. They stopped again and I saw it wase
becaumme Hurka's team had st;opped too, refuwing to step into half-
frozen A&talopa Creek. By dint of our cwhined efforts we got the
first team to ford the narrow creek and I followed. But on the other
shors appa& red a new obetacle, a deep ravine Bbout five feet deep, filled
with snow. The bankas were alwmost perpendicular, We 4id not have any
shovels, #0 we triad to wake a road by pounding down the mow with our
Teet, but the wind rapidly filled it up again, We decided to hitech beth
teams te Kurka's wagon and finally made it. We did not go back for my
wagon, but loaded my atuff on Kurka's vehicle, We knew that near
the ford, to the southeast, was a s0d hous@ of a new pettler., Presently
- we saw a feeble light, #hich vanished again in the stomm, dbut pgave us
“hope. It was mtawo;rﬁay that the oxen, though hungry and spent,
walkéd faster to the place we hoped to reach. Pretiy #oon we heard a
dog barking and the front pair of oxea turmed due north. I reslized
that it wa» waking for shelter, and mréy enough there was a long
hay mtack. The dog barked furiously and pretty wsoon the 1isrh£ re=

appcéared and a strong@ice with a e man accent tried to quiet the dog.

A man came out and asked what we wanted. I had already unhitched the
front peir aand beggad the man for shelter. I spoke in Geman and when
Kurka hesrd the man r@ly in that 1aaguape alse, he took up the
conve rsation. The man asked us to walt aad :went away, re-appearing
presently with a laanter but minus hie gun. ¥e had a barn back of the
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stack, made of sod and brushwood nad covered with long hay. In this
barn the re was room for our oxen, The man gave our beasts plenty of’
lovely, prairie hay, which they began to eat with alacrity. The man
invi ted ue into the house, saying we oould bring our things in, His
home was made of mod coversd Wth cottonwod boards. The roof r-sted
on peelad cottoawood heams, mpported by elm posts. There were two
rooms, one wae & kitchen and dining room, the other a bed room,
There Was a ftove in the kitchen, a fire-place in the other room, a
table, twe ba«is,l a shelf for disles, three benches and & foot siool,
al‘, made at home of cottonwood. On the walle hung meveéral holv pictures
and a cruciﬂ% with a rosary, an old clock probably brought from
Germarw, and on a perch hang in the ecomer w%p clothing. RBack of

the bad stood two barralu and nwelgi sacke filled with some thing, Hear

the firsplace was aluuiig t.firewood., The flameg in the hearth
1it up the room feebly.
The hoat 'm agbout forty years old, by nume Jacob Schaefer. He

had come from Michigan, married a young Bohemian widow., They had four

ehildrea aad were most hogitable, becsuse they had known privation
‘themzelvea, Mra. Schaefer quickly made tea and gave us bread and
nquaaﬁ preasarves, After w@ had wamed oumselves we we re glad to eat,
80 that the hourewife could hardly keen up cutting bread Tor us,

After suppe r Kurks rogeined his ususl humor and enteriained us
with various anecdotes from the old count ry. The%" raged like mad,
The 11tt1e windows were coveral with saow, the wind whistled and howled
and cowplained. Xuika conversad in Ge man with our hoet, I in Bohemian
with the hos tess. At m‘idnight'wa gpraad our partly dried covers and
robea oa the floor in the kitchen and soon fell asleep. Ve awakened
'é&i‘;w heard our hogt making a fire in the moming, 8o we gol up amd

wantad to attend to eur teams, but Schaefer wanted us to wait until he
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not ouite as heavy. We attended to our snimals and ‘helpad Seh apfer
feed his, but 1t was not pessible to water them, for the new setiler
had ne weil and brought water for family and other use from the creek.

The stom lasted three days, the fauﬁh n,ight the wind went down
and the sky cleared. When the quearad, the air was bitterly
cold, but evarythiang was coversd with glistening saow, The air was
eold, but light, pleasant ¢ o breathe, We cleared away the smow in the
creek, chopped the ice and watered all ik 3leck.

After dianer we wanted to set out for 8t. James but our hoats
bepred ve to ‘esist. B0 we pot the wagon out of the drifis and started
the naxt day, thanking our kind frieands west heartily, who refused to
accept sny monay from us and without whore ald we mwight have perighed,.
Ve rode a;gomr the high places, there being ne fences in those days, to
aveid d.rifts, but when we could not do so, we had to trudre a road
through ‘théﬂ!,' for we had no shovel,

The day was wamer but dowly., Ve had te go in a mundsbout vay
on account of the drifts, #0 we got inte 8%, Jawes late in the after-
neon, tirsd and hungry. The snow began to fall again. The settlement
consisted of only a few hulldinege., There was a mill, run by wmter power,
owned hy Henry Hoese, his home and a gemr&l merchandise store owned by
G. ‘-Y.. Yopcatt, who was aleso postmaster, Then thp re wam & bhlack ami th
ghop, a anall hardware store and a few shacks. In one of these our
count ryman Bedrich Vogel had a shoewaker shop. He had tak_en ui.r a claim
on Verdigre Credk semé time before and sstiled thereon with hia Pamily,
but the grasshoppe m and hail drove him to make a living by hie trade.

He accepted Hoege's offer to uasa one of his (the miller’s) empty
cabing as a shop, where he "shoemakad" in the one room of the house,

12 x 14 feet in dimenaions, and which served as a residence of him and

4
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his family. Upon our an-iv.al we Tirst gave the miller a letiler from our
Niobraf‘a storekesper and thean the miller's son led ue {o the at sble
where we put up our oxeil. It was £till snowlng, but there was not much
wind. ¥e ¥new there waa ﬂo boarding house in the place, so we went to
Vogel®’s. Tha miller was known to be stingy and we d4i1d not like to ask
him Tor lodging and a supper.
Vor sl was at home and much surpriged @&t our appesa rance, e

invited wa to spend the night wi th him and briag our thines in, and
befora ma returndd he wes baking pancekes and meking tea. Ve sat onm
the floor, Turklsh fas hion amd ate pancalbes with brown sugar from tin
plates, tea from tin cups. He did not have to urge us much, either,
The bread we brought fraa home Was frozen s8tiff, we had to heat 11 ou thi
gtuve to make it edible. Aﬂer supper w8 conve rsed but soon were Lo
gleepy to talke Ve slept aoundly- until moming, on the Tloor, Over
night about four inches of mow fell, but the wind not being high, it
did not arrt. The miller thought we ought to hitch hoth pairs of

oxen to 012 wagon and said he would lend ue a rack and if we would go
to the ¥Miseourl River, thrae miles dietant, and load up cottownwood
logs, of which he had a #tore there, he would be g1léd to psy us. He
sald we could easily find the way and he would lend us ghovels, in case
of drifts., Xurka declded to avcept his of fer,

Afte r a breakfast of pancak ¢s and black coffee, we set out,

A clovdy sky prophe aled anothe r stom, but otherwise everything scemed
all right. Vo got to a bank above the Mismuri and in the valley saw &
thick cottonwood forest, in which here and there werse woodpiles covered
with snow. We oould not tell from where we were which would he the
best way to g2t to the woods, 80 Kurka went on to investigate, We had

walked al.E the way aanad I was quite warma., FKurka looked & long tiina,
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I sow himleink\jinto drifts avery now and then. A% laet he came hack
with the infomation that he found vhesl tracks aad we went on, but we
realized that we had hetter not load up to the full, so we made half a
load, The wood seemed Light. Before we were through loading, the
gnow hegan to fall aad the wind grew hlgh, we felt there was a hiizzard
on the prairie, ¥e muat get back to 35t. James as soon as possible,

ftoling vp hill was much worse than dowa, end we had an awful time,
The oxen fel) through the frozen snow, but after pgreat Afficvlties we
reached the top, the pralrie, and found a terridle st orm was ragimz.
I had b2m perspiring from my hard work and now the ley wind went
throuph m2 to the hone. Ny hande and _faet we ra vory cold, for I had but
thin, wet mittene, and T could not get warm no matter what I Jid. The
oxen hegan to grow faint, RNurke led them while I ram around the wagon
trying to wam up. At I,Qat it seamed my efforts were succesaful, my
feet dld not feel so cold, but three fingers of my left hand felt
woeden. "hen we reached a com field on the outskirts of the cettile-
mente, our oxén bhroke inte a center and raan te the place, #here they had
shelter the previous alght, Ve maaaged te steer them bhack of the house,
unhitehed thewm and took them in the barn and with tears in my eyes I
ceonfided to Rurka that T ﬁﬁ& no fealing in my feet or three finwera of
my left band, He was afraid they wer frozen and we went quickly te
Vegel'ns, where they todk off wy boots and put my feet in show, The
room %es wam and T soon hega to feel pain in my Mmem. 720 Furka
wrapped wy hund in saow also. He and Vogel never slept that night,
they kept renewlng the snow, while the blizzard raged without, Wy
feet turned dlucand were coverad with blist ery the pain became unbear-
able, and the same was true of my Pingers. I thougit of my dear onee

at home and cried bitte Ay,
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In the morning Vogel went to Tosceti's store and brought a
bottie of patent iliniment, Tomceti cames with him, They rubbed on the
linimant aund it relieved the pain for a shile, tut presently watters
grew bad again,’ So they tried cold wate r again, but in vain, The
miller and the blackewith came uad when they saw wy vondition, they
thought it would be best to oring the doetor from Yankton, "ukote, who
would prohably have (0 amputlate my feet, Heecdiess 1o say that I vas
dr-adfully frightened and my pain and sorrw increéeased. Fach advised
something differzat, but in the afternoon ceme Jees Hauwlin, an old
back"woodsmaq, who lived in a ¢ in by the rlver, When he heard about
ny accideat , he Cane tv 8¢é me, He was dbout 89 years o0ld, of large
frame and rough man<drs, He wore a beard and his Lalyr fell over his
shouiders, He was, in short, a good specimen of tha o0ld time trapper. A
We exampined .-my feet and hand anmd Rald: "Boy, don't ery, thal won't
help you. amy. It i2 not 20 very had yet."

Th2 blackmsith spoke sowe word of mympathy but Jess turned on
him ang;ﬁly: "Keep your wouth shut, or your toigue may freazed®
Then he #2aid to me: "Be patient! I wiil bring a medicine that will
cure your faet and hand.® He returned at dudk and brought in a whiskey
bottle sowe dark, thiek, ill-mmelling fluvid, which he rubbed on my feet,
I wes anazed to find what a gentls touch he had, at the seame time t¥ing
te eheer we up. Then Le told Vogel to wash off my feel in ths mornine w
and sstain rub the medieine on, and left Lfor his home, I folt a numbnears
but tie pain lessemd, #0 that I slept a while that night,

All the lohabitanta of the to0wn came Lo ®wee me, even people from
the country, all sympathized with me and ail knew sowe remedy, The
days weat by, fiiled wi & longing for howe, The blisters: changed te

oper, feute ring wunds, and Jamlin agaein came forth with a remedy. WHe
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brought a package of drivd leaves, of which a tea wus wade and v
wounds bathed in it night e noming. ¥He came 1o gee me every other
day and tried In every way to comfort me and give me hope,
The time sped and I had lain for two weeks like Lazarus, The
weather 4as changeable, more ofien coxid and atermy.. Kurks let our
oxea po with the miller’s stock inte the corn field and at night pui
then up in the stabie. e livad on pancakes and coffee or tea, at
noon a #lice of bacon. OSomeitlwes wa had craclmre lnsiead of neancakes,
The sail went from St. James to Yankion, Dakota, twice & week, amd
Trom Yankton to Nicbram once a week, |
The very aext day after my mishap 1 hed writien to gy parente and
asked them for wouey for my expeénses, I recelivsd a reply f rom father on
Tecimin ¢ 2nde, Whno expresssd his sympathy snd bepged me to be hrave
and eent me flve dollars. The woathe r becums caimer, some ¢ ays were
quite pléeasaants Olowly my wundd heaied and were covered by new skin,
but I 'aould ot get out., Vopgel made we cloth slippers.
I prew very lonesomad and so Rurka snd I t@cidm}, 10 go home,
Jeps Hamlin advised me 10 buy boots ealled "aaow pecka®, mede of yellow
leather, looge and without heels, He pot them for ne and ehowed me how
to bendage my lagd alore the way, ' wied us a ludky journey and
before I c<;u1~'l thadk him Tor all he did Tor me, he Wap pone.

The next day, Tecernber 6th, we bade farewell 0 our friends in
St., James and started out, carwilng a icad of seversl thousand pounds
of Tlour, leaviang my wagon at the @mill, The road wes much beiter and
the weather al 8o, but the trip lasted pratiy lounge I gat in the wagou,
coverad with blancets and haye I tried seversl times to welk, hut
could not, ¥e gotl to Bchaefer’s, vwhere Mrs. Schaefer guve us a nloee
dinner and we weantl on again. Ve knew the moon would be up and we

could follew the road used by drivers bringing fiour for the Bantee
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Agency, 80 felt we were securs to travel by might and we were mighty
anxdous to get homo. The nidht was clear and gquite wam., At nidnight
we reached 'ﬁ'eig:m{%i_.;ﬁ- shere we stayed unitil morning. Upon awakeniug we
hesrd the conve mation of severnl personeg. Rurka listened a while
rathe r am zed, thea he jumped up (we had not undresged) and vanighed
into the kitchon, from wher2 I heard the cries and crying of wmen,

I followed Rurka 224 found that he had thus met sowe of his couniry-
men s,a& reletiTes from the old count ey, W0 were seeiing him. They
had arrived mucer ecaldier, Tor Xurka expected them in the spring, hence
his purprice, These imwdgrants came to Cloux Clty by railroad, and in
that plece they bought a pair of oxen and a cove red wagon, which they
loeded with their poods. “hen they got to Yankion, Daketa, they crossed
the river and fortunately reached Yeigandt®s. It wes a most recklese
thing *o do, for they knew nol o vord ef Eﬁfﬂ.mh, and had no notion of
the dangers that might befall thom in a st range, unzet tled count 1y, hut
their desire for iadepapience gave trem couraga. After bhreakfast,
when I had ros~bandaged vy f2et and peid for leodning and braskfast, we

all get out for homs. The womaa rode in the wagons, the men wilkad,
veing well dressed sgeainet the 00ld,

The country now ves hillier and ths smow was de-per, The tracks
which we followed now vesred off in the dlreetion of faot hills
called Mevil's Nest, 70 we had to lesve Lhom and tum to the west,
thus m,king ovr own wey through twaaty~fNve wiles of anow:\}, billy,
empty country. The e:liow}. car ¢ into good usse now, but In eppite of
that travellime vwans more difficult then that of the p revious -.1;45. 'Phe_
women M:d to get out at times, 1o liphten the leoad. By’ sun down we
feachad s place, from where we could eee Tnudesn'e ceab in by Bazile
% riags Creek. The weathepr had ch a-ﬁgad, o cold east wind wae YFlowing,

and we were thirtean miles £ mwum Hlobrara.
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It war darle when we raached the cobin end thsre aeood no »igns of
life. Tnasmuch se T ecould ¢talk Inplish, T was eent to investigate,
I knoeked loudly, no renliy. I tried to open the door and wWus success=-
ful, I atrue & matoh and found the place swpty, but to my delicht
I gaw 2 stove, Ina cormr stood a hox o wood md there wae a #he 1P
on which was a cof fea mil.(mm s ame cooking vtenals., The snow was
falling, it was getting colder and darker, sud gpo in spit e of the
protestations of the women, who foared to eatar, thinking 1t was the
home of Indiuns, we docided to vpend the alyht there. There waz a
small windbreak nesr wad 4 gtack of hay, whers w2 tod: our teums.
Ve made a fire '_(__.'_‘c-he stove snd welted miow 4o gat water Tor coffue,
Ope of the vew imalyrants, Bretechneider, hal a masll laatem, in which
vas a pl2ce of cadle, a0 we had alight. Tho women weéce puralyzed with
fear, even Whena wit asgured thow that the ower ia a guod shite i:ﬁan, only
his wife being an Indim, and that hoth Kurka amd I know them, Wothing
could paclfy thaa, every pouyd, every soughine of the wind, fricht ened
them and they eried and lamentad, eaying thay wided they had never
come to Ane rica. fapecially the voung wife of Bratschneider hegped
he v huaband to retum to Bohemian as aoon as possihle, she emr}.r‘\lnot
bear to think of living in *his wast2 count iy, EKurls savwd T mude a
pan of coffae, we had aome braad and pork froem Mre. Welgandt, and our
- appetita waa excelleént, for we had not eaten =ince moming. After supper
we brought a swply of fudl, spread our hladkats and rohes on tle f‘loor;
alsa the feather-beds of our immdg rants, anl lay down to sleep, Put I
could net sleep, i‘or in 1y labore 'dizring; t¥® evening I hed ekinned my
right foot and suffered great pain,

only the fitful gleam ef the™

The candle burmed to 1w rocimt,

] R Y 1t up the room. In epite of
const ant replenishing the room grew wery cold and I suffersd with that,

I ien anleep toward morning and awoke when ali the others were up.
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wo aet out. The sun was

Cre K, "
' i which place the

I re-wandapged my gour Pecl axl uPler brenkfant

setting vhen we reachad the ford at Paz l.).#’ﬁ
farm of Wr, Trask Jaou®ek wasw Dut a mile wad 2 quarter distant, We
got there hefare 1% hoceme sutirely dare. HNr, md Hrs, Jumussk puve us
lodping and an exeellient Mppar conuinting of game and other Pood, and
attendad to my wounda, "o talled long inte t night, In the morning we
made the twe nlles to Wiobrara, #iv ro we unloaded the flovr and hnrried
to ocur homes on the rivar, I

My father®s homaptesd wes five miles from Uichrara and i4 wes
afternoon before I got thara., I cannot .deﬁm-iheﬁthe Joy with which
ny parents preated ma, aor ny own Jjoy ead ﬂﬂ.‘t'iﬁf!‘;ctiﬂﬂ. at being home
again, Rurka and his Burcpesn fri.éndr raacked home thet oevenine 2180,
Pietz pad Bretachne Wler todk wp cleine aad did not go besk to Rokemda,
on the eontrary, aftar years of hard work they hecamc LrofE roug,

I mimsad my wounds a1 winter, they 2id M0t heal unslil in the
epring. ¥y father brought back the wagen on Hareh 8th,

Tmie I end one chaptar of that intecosting time, se lLong gone by,
R time of difficlties and herdshipp., When new I gee all arcund hundreds
of beautiful, well luproved Tanms and prosplrous tawns, it se omp

irposaible that £0 wud has bean accomplished in oune 13fetime,




