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REMINISCENCES OF THE DAYS WHEN BOHEMIANS FIRST
SETTIED IN KNOX COUNTY, HERBR, .

: w Dat-

(Transiated £ rom aa article writtem by Joseph P, Sedivyﬂ n BolWemian,
for the Bohemian weekly Osveta Aue rlnki in 1911).

Ia the years between 1870 and 18750 it was the rule that large
herde of Texas cattle were drivem through our new settlement, each
year, beginning in June and ending in Septewber, The cattle was bought
by the povernmeant in Texas for the military posts and Indimm agencies
alones the upper Missouri, This wild cattle, with long horns, was
3 roughly with the

in the eare of equally wild cowboys, who often a
settlers, causing them loss and endamgering their lives, I remember
when a group of cowhoys once held a veritable reign of terror in
Niobrara and woe to him who refused to do as they bid. Tor instance,
Mr. Frank Jenousek had a log house in Wiobrara in which he rea &

saloon. A crowd of cowboys came with great noise and jumpine off their
horses, they hastened in. The re were about tweaty of them. They -
orde red everything in sight, some paid, some did not, Théy began teo
entertain themselves by drinking, plaving cardes and dice and teasing the
proprietor, '?hen they bogau to feel pretty gay as a r@.t of too
~much ligquor, those that were playing cands got up a qua;'rel, just for
effecte They pulled out thelir guns, began to shoot wp the place and
when the pmpritor tried to resiore oider and demanded pay, they turned
their weapons on him amd the bar tendel. Hach of the latier Wers & med
but each redlized that discretion was the better part of velor. The
proprietor lived in the back rooms, and 20 he and the bar tender made
their escape there, barricading the door firmly.
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The unweloome guests sent a few shots afte r them, then amid gens ral
laughter, swearing and singing, they all fell on the stoek at hand, and
& wild orgy onswed. Revelver #hots, an unearthly dim, einging, swearing,
breaking glass, eto. resounded far and wide. They used everything for
targets, even the bolt on the door. WNiobBara was the county seat and
the she riff lived there, but he was af mid to come forth, knowing that
he was pmotiédly helpless. All the houa_eo were fortified in various
ways and the ecaupants ¢ remvled with fear. The men weré armed and
prepared to. defend thews dlves and familées, The racket lasted until
dark, When a few sober cowboys cane from the cump and with great dif fie
culty rot the reat ¢o go with them. The camp was situated abeut two
miles from town, but the quiet air during the whole niﬁht wag rent
with din. Mr. JanouseX recaived no damages for his less., Thia was but
one exasple of what the colboys uged to do.

It waa their custom, when driving a large herd, often numbering
ten thouemde, to take it aeross the vast prai ries in somewhat the
following erder: The bosa sowhoy rode firat with one or twe eowboys,

then came a herd of healthy stock, driven by cowboys sho rode on horses,
at the sidep. Then came a herd of tame horses, gemw rally led by a
docile mars with a bell aboutl her negk. Thea came more cowboys, then
wagons drawn by three pair of oxen ¢ aoh, with Mexican drivers, The
wagons cont ained the provisions and necessities. Then came a herd of
sick and lame oattle, driveh by twe or three cowboyM. When the herd
réached the Hissourl valley at Viobrara, whidh at that time wae
unsettled, with the exception of the little town and a few farms, the%»
cowhoys made camp. It was necessary new to drive all the animals over
the Missourli River, to the other side, It was the custom to divide the
herd inte groups of three and four hundred head ei\eh., Loorl Indian halfe-
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breeds were hired to aassist, They sat in thelr bouts and helped teo
steer the cattle ofer. This was most dangoraus work, whem an enraged
beast refused to go on and atiacked thn;a man in the boat., But Indian
half-breeds wers good ewlmmers and hrave, and were eager to do the work
for good pay, . Later white men usad to do this work itoo. It was in-
teresting to watoh a mottled herd of cattle swimming in the river,

The nal*ms oftan perishad by drowning or stuck in the mud, and such
becama the prey of Indlans loafing on the banks. The red men sat in
the tops of trees aloug the ehores like wvultures and used every
occasion to gst the unfortunate animals. Whea they thus gained a goodly
iupply of meat, they had a great ‘celebration in the near-by village,
from sheme could be heard, the whole night long, their racket and

din.

It happened also that during « toms the cattle stampeded at
night and many heads wande red uéy into the hills southeast of the
Niobrara valley, C&z?.’ feeling their hour of pain coming on them,
got miles away from the ho rd. The cowboys did not ears much about
looking for lost cttle, except whean a general sl ampede occurmd. It
was the rule that any 108t heads becane the pmperty of the peraon who
found them, D2 he shit e or red, each had an equal right,

I often helped to get such an animal and ﬁ}couid rel ate many an
interesting ppigode of such occasions. But I will limit myself to ome,

whieh nappebed towamd the end of Befitember 1872,

I was but a boy at that time and it was my duty teo look after
father's cattle, consieting of a pair of oxen, two cows and a heifer,
In those days cattle roamed at will, for bui a mall share of the Pround
was unde r cult ivation. The ecattle usually came home at night by itsa £,

and if it 4i1d not, we had to got it. I started out one ovening te
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get our stock, but could s2e no signe of it, nor hear the bell, I
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took myself over the hills to the espt until I came to a littl e oreek
that flows into Stumgis Creek. The sun was nearly setting and I could
not find the cattle. I decided te go down to the creek and 4f I did not
find angthing, to retum. I was sbout three miles from home, I started
to cross thé"hnl, to get to the orsek, but when I reached the top I
saw & large Toxas steer lying there in the vdley. I knew it was
dangerous to aproseh him on to@. 80 I retraced my stepe am gquietly

as I could. I hurried for help aad wsntg’jg to get the steer befors
darkness ome on., Mr, John Barta lived 611 his homesiead on Verdigre
Creek and as he %as a good huntaman, I tuned te him. When I got to
hie dug-out 'anfd t0l4 him my misaion, he was ready in a ﬁnuw. Before
w& reaghed the place where I had seem the steer, twilight came on and it
was necsam.ry to go ahwad earefully, £0 he would not see ug first. DBut
to our great sorrow he was pone. There were three of us, Mr. Barta
with his trusty gum, Mr. J. H., With a knife and hatehet, and I with
my WeAapon. Sud&only w2 heard a noise in the grass and we saw in the
dark & black odjeet. I wam greatly excited and fired twice and my

sha"' started up several other black objccts. We all sped after them,
whm‘ Hr., Barta oried: "Be careful!® and there we saw, about thirty feet
away, our "boy from Texas."” At the same time & dreadful odor spread
around us which we knew to come f rom skunks and so0 w began to rat:l.n_:l__
hastily, @specially since the long hora showed signs of impati encu.“' Hr.
Bérta toolf & shot at him, the animel reared and it seemed was struck.

It took seve mal wild Jumps, as it seemed in our direetion, and we

ran as fast as we could, although Wwe were well nigh suffocated by the
horrible stench. I felt myself falling, so I grabbed hold of Mr, J.H.
and dragged him with ﬁ inteo a podl. Hr. Barta fell over a log,
stopped, and not secing any danger, Umu.od forus. We got out,
wet to the skin but W th the sickening odor etill dinging to us. I
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had lost my weapon and Mr. J, H, his ha tohet. When Mr, Barta saw us,

he had a 2000 laugh. Ve decided to got out in the morning to look for
what we had loat and see if we could wot find the wunded steer, I
g0t home tired am chilled, called my fathe r out and told him what had
happened. He drought me clean clothing whid I put on in the bam, then
I went up into the attie without any eupper other than a ewp of hot,
black coffee., The next day Mr. Barta and I went forth and found our
weapons, but aside from a ®tendh nothing was to be seen of the gkunks.
We found the tracks of the steer and & good deal of blood, and although
we followed the traoks for esix miles, we loat them in & deep mvine |
oveérgrom with high grass, 3Being hungry and tired we deoided teo return
home, A few daya later I met Mr. J., H,, but he was minue his heautifl,
blond beard. Vhen I msked him why he parted with it, he replied that

he was oviiged to on no%uut of the wou; He'-_:__"ﬁ_'“or-o never again to
look for lost Texas steers. |
Of those Bohemians who first came to our setilement but few had
a wagon, team or plow. In some cuses three familles together owned a
pair of oxen, which they used alte raately, and did eo in entire hamony.
There were those who could not even buy & cow, and in such cases the
neighbora helped them with their teams, Yhen I realize now what

hardships our fathers and mothers had to eandure, I admire their
il -

and energy. They had no expeoriences in faming, nor any notion
o.i: what 1t was to aettle in a wild, stranga count 1y, far from eiviliza=
tion, in vhich enly Indianas liveds Besides that we had to suffer all
sorta of trouble by drouth, g‘rasahnpp.ern, hail in summer and cruel
storma in winter. There was plenty of poverty, for there was but litile
work t0 be had in the vicinity and the puy e scanty. We usged to ocut
and haul ocord woed, ﬂﬁoh was bought from us in Wiobrara and sold to
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streamboa ts going up the Hismsouri, Thos#® of our count rymen who had
teams usad to% flour from distant mills and raliread stations,
But even such work wés very hard aand poorly paid.

In 1869 we had in our county 80 white utﬂ:am, living in two
settlements, One was in the walley at the mouth of the Hiobrara
Riv:l:‘Z;ami:hglzzgic:-ni‘go&‘tﬁ::ﬁ;ree miles eapt, also in the Wissouri
~ valley., Betweea these setilements was the Bantee Inéim rese rvation,
Vent and mutﬁwut of Niobrara was the Ponca Indien reservation., The
boundary hetwéea this reservation and the white settlement was the
Niobrara river, In the Nicbmra valley were two etorekeepers, who i raded
entirely with the Indians, One was im store of H, Weaste rmenn and
¥. Brgna in Niobrara, the other was near the mouth of the Niobirara

river, about twe and a half miles from town. Both of these stores

axohangoq/vnrtous trinkets for hides and furs. These trinke ta ineluded

ammunition, glass beads, paints for the face, mirror-. *and brags
wire, tia bells, arrows, knives, @te. Also flour, aalt, sugm, bacon,
coffee, mtohes, tobaoao and dry goods of gay colors. Thesa gtore=

keepers eecﬁ;@}f old the Indians whiskey {pe-te-ni), and althoush it

was greatly "DaBSREBE® , thet i diluted, they charge/enormous p i ces
for it, 8Sale of whisbay to Indiaue LT -triotly forbidden, but it wae
carried on anyway. If the drunken Im!i and we re puillty o2 a crime or
tmub‘%p of any kind, the mat te r was hushed., I ramamber a similar cuse ﬁ

that happened at the Ponca egency, to whid I‘ was an unwilling witness
and which ended in @ bloody fight. The agent hiwself tried to hush the
mtté_r up dut in vain, The Indiem Tepariment in Washington punished all
the guilty onees and the agent lest his pos il lon., There was peace for

a while after that, better order heiang maint alned.
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In May 1874 our family m;ffe red a great loss. One of our oxen
drowned., WMy pareats, having no money-and besides that belne 1n‘da'bt to
the storekeeper in Wiobrara, found thempelves in a bad situation. It
wag ¢ruel that 1t should have happened in the busiest time of the year,
when we nasded ths team ths most. The year before we suf fered from
a hall storm, so that ws had but the slimmest kind of harvest. :

 William Lamont, an Ae rican settler who traded with the “Imlia..nl
and owned a farm in the Niobrara valley, teok pity on us., e 'drram to
sell my father an ox on payments and sald that he wuld be willing that
I work for him wmtil the mum {5 pald. My father wus glad of this of fer
and I aset out the next day.

William Lamont was bom in Pemaylvania, of Prench ancestry. At
that time he owned about & hund red heud of cuttlie and 600 acres of land
in the Nlobrara valley. He did all his work himeelf, for his family did
not live with him. His wife and he had parted, she retuming to
Penneylvenia. Durimg the busy times in harveet and haying he hired
Ir\diapfs, later whites. He lived a solitary life., He was hot tompe red

but goed heéarted., He was a good adv.i gor to us BOhémian settlerg and
some times wore than that, a real benefactor. He lived in a eshin made
of oeldar- logs, of two rooms, with a sod reof. The front room served

as a kitchen and dining room, the other as a store. There were but
three windows, The walle were covered with wpider webs and dust and
insects were thick Sverywhere, I took but one leok and decided to go
home, but whan I thought of the position my parents were in and realised
that they relied on my help, I thought I had better stay. Tamont pro-
miged that I could go home each Satundey and that strengthensd we,

But the real test was yet to comel When I arrived with my bundle
on my back, Lamont was beginaning to cook dinner, A kettle of water was
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beiling on an old etove, and behind the stove was a four gullon dirty

Jjar, Inmﬁbnt put some fiour on the dirty Wwble, then added save ral
teaspoona haking soda and made am dough, rolled it out and put 4t
right on 'w"p of the stove t0 bake. From under the bed he took a sack of
bacon, silced some and fried ite Then he sliced boiled potatoes,

took sowme lard from the J'ar, at the pame time pioking out of it certain
black objeots. I began to lose my appetite, He set the tuble wWih two
tin plates and old eups, aad after he had fried the potatoes and made
coffee in 2 dirty pot, he invited me to dimner, 1 felt backward, which
he noticed and begged me heartily to go ahsad and oat. G0 I %ok &
few mouthfule, but alas, I found ecertain blwck fragwents in the
potatoss and on my plate, They were the raualns of cockroaches and
flias, whieh insects no doubt found a greasy grave in the lard, The
"hroad® wes of a green oolor and emelt strongly of soda, That wae my
first meal away from home, that ie while I was in ®erviee. In those
timer of universal hardehips and lack of many things we have now, I

oo rtainly did not have a doyed appetite, but this was more then I could
stand, for although our fare wam eimple, my dear mother was very

clean.

' After dinner my boss hitehed & hersssto & harrow and showed me how
to work it. I had had exparianc;s with oxen oenly. I harrowed « field
for cora and nll weat well., At times I felt like meking for home, but
when I thouvht of our need and of Lagont's hot tamper, my courage fom
sook mee I could go hiéme over Bundsy and make up what my bill of fare
through the wesk lacked. WYe had tea, crackérs and Saymp, goda bread end
fried potatoes for supper, and 80 it went the whole week long. Oome~
timees Lamorit hought game from the 'Indiam. or fish. On Saturdays I
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ran home as fapt apg my feat ooul& carry we, and you woﬁlﬁ not bvelieve
how much aupper I ate and how good it tasted. Yhen I returned to
Lamont *e, I used teo take #th ma a sack containing a loaf of mother's
good hread and freeh butter. Lamont liked it too, and a0 for a few
deys at least I d1d not have to.”f@ant" on his soda bhread. Thug &t went
on until about the wid Le of June, I tried to keep Lamon"t&hoﬁé as
clean an I could and in every way endeavorad %o pleeega him. One day I
“had te leavé my Work in the f£1813 because of rain, I came in the house
all wet and saw that my boss was pulling a grain saeck from under the
coverg and buffalo robver of the bed on 'ﬂﬁch.wa both slept., The sack
contained something woat therowhly pressed or baléed and one could gee
that the rats had gnawed it., I realized that this sack with vhatever
it contained had served as our pillow for a long tlmwe, Tamont explained
that the sack contained eorn mesdl aad that for a change it ﬁight be
nice to have com meal mush., I war chanring my clothes for dry ones
in the weantime, and looked on with a sick feeling at my 2tomach, Lae
mont p roceaded f.o alft the wenl and at the same tiwe busily pileked out
certain black odbjects agaln, and when I obs arvea(tha gack closer, 1
saw _that it was cofe red gith vedbugs. I wam afrald tc call his atten-
tioﬁ to they for he was e“am.ly angdred and a0 I let Namont make the
mush, He added lard and syrup and when we sat down, he ate hig portion
with relish, but I feigned a headache and drmk only my coffee,

After Mwner as it continued ralning Lamont seni me to fix a

fence down by the r',i:rer, Baying that he will follow me as soon as he
ie through ¥ith som# Ponca Indiane, As I walkad out I moticed a large
yellow do that had !élloud the Indians. An hour later Lamont oame
and helpad me finish, bul he complained of not fedling wel)..x A8 we were

returning home, we heard the wild barking of a deg. Hurrying on we
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discovered that s dog had been duprismed iun the house, he tried vo get
out of the barmed window., It was the yellow dog I had ssen with the
Indians, He hmd vome in with thew and Lawont, not noticing him, had
locksd him in on lsaviag the house, Wien Lmont sgpled the dog, he aswore
terribly, opencd the Jore aad threatenved him with a ho« he had in

hand. The dog was a viclous Indan dog, not afraidor anything, 'so
that a wild atrugdl e easued. Yhe voom was full of dues. The dog

would nmot go out, Lamoat took a gun standlng in the cormer and aimed
at the dog under the bed. I was standlng in L door wuy end as the
wouaded dog ran out, ha-uaarly knoeked me over, The next inet ant
Lamont pus ed me aslde and followed the dog, Wt he venished. We wore
both very much excited, I with fear and my boss with anger., Aftor &
bit he beeame calmer and laughed as he Sald: "Yhat's the matter with
the gmoke , 1t dovs not waut to go out.®

e atepped 4n the house and kicked over the pan of mush and then we

saw that the dog had ralsed Hadesm while we were gone. The pan wam

broken and the contenw spread all over the room, even unde r the bed. B

The tehle wnd didies Qre broken, as were two panes of window glass.
¥hen my bors saw this, his anger bolled over azadn, and he threw the
pan of wush out of the &dor, striking an Indisn woman just stepping
in. She Was on¢ Of several women W0 had come W i mde. But my hoss
did not care, he rapidly fired out one objvct after snother and v he
d

i

women flad with loud erisse. I uoti ovd that the bed was burning &

ecarriad out the pedding. Then ‘;If bmu;;h‘s water to quench the b\l-_i;:xillg

mattresn, b (RNt e it on the Dbed I poured it on Tamont
in my exeltemente we ﬁneﬁ.ly put the fire out and Lamont acknodedged
that he canged it himrel?, when Yo fired at the dog. We slept outside

tht nivht and my Doea was -3% for eeveral days, either from the mush

it o ant s Probvably both,
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Avout o week after he wag well he went to Sioux City for merchandisid,
taking with him & supply of hides end buffalo robes. I helped him get .
ready in the morning and he gave his orders, leaving Wth me about
fifteen dollars in change. He cau tioned me es.ps;eially not to sell the
Ingiang whirkey under any olroumstances, and sald further thet my
neighhor, Antoine La Ravier, & Frencimen, whose wgo wag a Ponca Indianm,
would st ay with me nights

La Bavﬁ was 4 pretty pood man, except that he liked his whiekey
too well. We was a good comrade of Tamont®s and had lived shout sixe
teéa years with the Ponea trive. He was a typieal frontiersman, He

- was always armed, with a gun, knif2 or revdlver, He traded horses and
haul ed freight to the Ponea ageney. "hen drunk he was wild and very
quarrelsome, and the Indiane were afraid of hiw, ‘

By was plad to have coupany for th night but hoped he would be
soher. The first night 1 3pent alone, Amtoine 4id not mpear. I wus
greatly afrald, for the Indians coming from the Niobrara reservation -
at alght veed to wake Lemont to dbuy goeds and get food and whiskey,

Then trey would sit ecomfortably on the ground and amoke the pipe of
peace, Although the Ponea Indisns were f riemdly to us whiteg and

'pb roteoted we from the Bioux, 8till we did not feel safe if they were
drunk, : : 2

The next alght I went to hed slone again, at about ten o°clock.
Soon T hward several horsee in the ya ;_,___ha voices of people end I
knew tho Indians had come, Someone knocked on the door and called for
Lanoat. I 1it the lemp, dressed myself auiekly aml adwitted five
Indiane, Two wore ohiefs, "Bimoke Maker® and "Big Bmoke®, They wunted
Lamont, T did not give them a di reet answer, but oould see thet they
well ne% that he was away, for they laushed at me. They sat down ami
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begsen to smoke a pipe, passing it on from one to the other. They

bought two packages of ‘@swink tobacco and fuce paint. They offéred me
a blue hlanket for vm.akéy. One of them pullad out a whiskey hotile,
drained 41t and handed it to me, asking @ to fI11 it and offerine me
aome =1lver wonay., Y told them they could get no whiawkey'fmm meé and
anked thom S0 go homa, I had a big revolver under the 'be& and feeling
soared, T rcaghad for it., The Indlans dlvined my purposs, jumped up
and railsesd their weapons. Just then I 'heard a loud voice and my
saviour Antoine Ta Ravier stood in the dorway, holding in one hand a
long knif2 and 4dn the other a mevolver, "Out! Outf !J_".,Out, wu'dogs, or
I will shoot you! Out!'® he criad,

Thae Indlans warz petrified. The one nearest to me, with toma~
hawk upralsed, fled aad the rast followed him.  Antoine, still alming
at than, sent his complimonts along the night wir,

¥hen the last echo of the horses® hoofs had dled, Antoine sat
down pnd related to ma that hie had heen % Hiobrara and was returning
home on his horse, Ffeeéinz a light he real.izad that I had Indian viusitors
that had hean in Viohrara and were somawhat tipsy. Ha remenibered his
ﬁ}pnise to Lamont and dane Just in time. Luckily he wag sober. I
gould not fall asleep untll woming, Wt Antoine fell awsleep immadi ately
and enorsd away as though nothing had happeﬁad. He stayed with me each
night aftar that wntil Tewont returned, | "

Aitolne dLed that year a terribffe death. Te tried to onties an
Indl an*e sweathwart foom him and in tﬂa ensuing st ruggle wag ghot,
Wounded and unable to defend hims 4.8, he was litemlly choppad te
pieceg by an Iandlan wman. The pe rpet mtors of this dreadful orime

vanighe d from the agdnoy and were never found.
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Mat ters later beocame mud better at lament®s, as regards food
and cenfort. Tamont hired my friend George a.aui’lg, now dead, and
together W@ saw to it thi\.t cleanliness prwﬁled. In October I went

home .




