BOME REMINIBCENCES OF PIONEER DAYS IN NERRASKA,
(Translated from an article written in Bohawian for the Bohemian
Almanach Pien’r, by Joseph P, Bedivy, Verdigre, Wehr).
(Voiume II, 1917).

I do not know, dear reader, how you will like what I have to say
about pioneer days in Nebraska , dbut I think it will interest many -
the young people because they will see how much has changed in compara
tively a short time, mad the old folks because they remewber similar
episodes,

It is really too bad that more of these pioneer mini'soancea
did not find their way into print, for that time will never retum, and
the pioneers are laeavinr thie wo rld one by on@ and msoon there wﬁl be
none left. I cawcto Hiobrara ag a boy of fourteen with my parﬁuta.
the settl sment then being just founded, My father kept a diary, from
which I can get much material, and I have pu'bnshad some of it, hut I
clannot us 2 it altogether because gome of the people whom it concerne are
st11l living. I was the eldest of the children and took great interest
in all that happened to our family. I a not an educated writer, but I
keep to the truth and desceribe all as well ae I can. I begin my
reminiscences with an account of the killing of the lLast buffale that
appearad in our settlemenst , and how I was a witness of the murder of
*Black Horse".

THE LAST BUFFAILO,
Toward the ead of Peb ruary 1870, after a hard winter, the weather
became warmer and the snowdrifis, Z&ﬁéﬁ by the noﬁhwasta ra wind in
the hills and ravines that bonlar the valleys of the Migsouri and
Niob “2rs on the 'u1
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north to south for many miles. In the Niobrara valley, under the
glough mome grass was protected by a heavy raime. There had‘hl'h'een
plenty of game bhefore the fire, but now it had gone to the southwest,

Thera were about twelve uhita pattlers in the ‘?liob rara Valley and
- all that afforded them a livel iohood was tmding with the Ponca and
Santee Indians. Some of the settlers Tarmed a litile and iﬁ the winter
they cut wood, vhiéh they sold in pummer to steamships going up the
I Iliasou“rl. Ia the winter of 1870 the storekeeper H, Weste rmann invit ed
about a dozen Ponca Indisns to cut wood f@r him at the mouth of the

Niobrara River, about thers where now is the Northwestern bridge.' They

all came fwom their ageacy and settled 111 tents with their fatliea.
They ‘broug‘nt their ponies, which gmsed on the green bark of the
cottonwood,

These Indian woodcuttsrs, just as did the whole Ponca t;-ibo_.
rec';ived aid from the govemme mt, consisting of beef, flour, salt
and other prmv'i sione, in limited quantities, for they had a pupply of
‘dried buffalo meat and oom, and there was plenty cf dry fuel 1;1 the

vieinity, so they often had dances at night in thelr camp. Their
tom-tom was heard far after midnight, and their racket rent the air
and wae heard in the town. may kept up their connections wi th the
Indian vﬁla;e on the other%of the river, Wi-re-ta (Stinking
Water), about three miles distant, where their fellow-tribesmen lived.
They also 41d business at the agency, but preferred to trade with

the stom-keepors of Hiobrara.

At that time there were twe stores in Wiebmra, low, cotion-
wood log houses, covered with earth and grass, The traders used to

exchange with the redmen various trinkets, coffee, sugar, tobacco,

bacon, zol.ored calico, bladkets ete. for furs and money, and on the quiet

ui.d they wiskey for a high price. ¥mea the Ind ian woodcutiers had
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a pile of wood ocut, the tmder'ha‘d to measure it and pay them before they
would proceed further,

One morning in Tebruary 1870 H, Westemsann returmed from such an
expedl tion and informed the settlers that the Indians ﬁ‘;{ discovered an
, 014, immense duffale, a bull, and had deecided, in accordance with a
custom inhe rited from their fathe rs, to let the women kill him -ith
knives, in order to show their prowees. It is a natural law that old
buffalo bulls, whose days as leaders of the herd are numbe red and #who
are sup@anted by younger rivals, leave the herd and lead a aolit.a.ry
1ife, the 1life of an exiled and degraded monarch. This happens after
one grand, last fight with the younger bulls, and results usually in
many wounda', 20 that the animal, suffering that way and with mange, is

cross, but ia cased éz & bull it irritated, he calls forth the
remaining fragment s of;h.‘.s streagth and fights anew, Sometimes such
an animal wandered a hund réd miles from its former herd and fell a
victim to the wolves or foxes, belng spent. The meat and hide of such
8 bull is unfit for use, dvoth being very taugh. The Ind ans congidered’
it a dishonor for a nd warrior to fell an miual 80 weak and niae rable,
g0 they let the wmeén have their try, at him. And 80 it happened thet
the Ponea Indians of the wood m&ta:': camp prepared a novel eight,

They invited their wives and some others from the village Wi-re-ta to
form a large half-circle in the mouth of the ravine, which is now found
east of the dbrick publie cohooi in Niobrara. The buffalo g in the
ravine. The women we re all armed with long knives, which they alwegye
wore im their belts. Some of the warrilorsand boye were present, even

Wa-hu-tan-ga (Big Gun), the medicine man, His face was horribly
paint ed with yellew and greea paints and being withered and wrinkled,
seaned to leer. He had large hoope of copper wire in his ears, and
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on his head a cap with the horns of » mountain goat. A blue, dlrty
blanket was thrown over his shoulders, on his neck was & necklace of
claws, teeth, aand bones, alteraating with giaaa beads and tubes, From
hie walst hiing a bag cont alning medicines and charms. His trousers or
leggine \-er; of wild cat fur, and the large moccusins of huffalo hide,
In his bony hand he held a srt of large rattle, ornamented with

bright owlored rags. :

The dops, 80 iﬂe‘nﬂgumt- at Indian gathe rings, were all tied 1o
the teats today. JAveryone came afoot, énly a few of the old warriors
came on horses, for they were to drive the buffale inte the ravine.

Some In-*i ans stood on the hills as guards. All was in place, the
ppectators were aﬁtlng at the foot of the hills., The south wind blew
and the sky was clear, although the weather was quite cold.

The nearest guara' on the right announced, by imitating the barking
of a prairie and waving both hande from the head to the feet, that
the buffalo is nearing the mouth of the ravine and that the baitile will
begin. The sir was lmmediately filled with barking and howling of

wolves, wade by the Indians, and those on the horses forced the buf fale . -

to leave the ravine and enter the valley. He appeared in a plum thicket
bordering on the left side, partly filled with snowdriftis,

The immense, thin animal was bare on ite side, that is without.
fur, aad his cheat was covered with foum, tidx.fen,_to the ground.
His right hip was coverad with a bad sore. He came, limping on his left
back 1éeg, and began to paw the brushwood, growling terribly. The
wind Wag coming £ rom the oﬁpoaite gide, 0 he did not realige that the
women wera neéar, prepared to attack him. Reing already irritated by
the Indians who drove him out, he turned around and wi th he ad bent nearly

to the ground made for one of them. This was the signal for the
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attack. The women, Screwching, appeared from their hiding places,
with sharp knives in their hamds, and fell on the enraged beast, but
missed thair aim. The buffalo now turned quickly to the women and threw
the nearest one into the brush as lightly as if $he were a doll, A
women from the left tried to strike the bull in the neck, but again
miesed her goal, for an old bull has very tough and thick hide, and
gso she only woendnd kin 11 tly. %shud broken the handle of her
knife, Wwhich ange red he r greatly, @nd so she grabbed the knife of the
woman stending nearest her and like mad attackea the bull sgain, whieh
had been Pencing off the dlows of the others. He had run on a piece
of ice, and here the women got him. Ghe came at hlm from the oppowite
side and drove the knife into his breast. The bull was slready bleeding
from peveral wounds.

Ynile the womén were thus occupied, the spectators had formed a

AA ats
ats and chéered the women on with a devlish

circle around the comd
din, The wmedicine man '.;craeehed like mad, ratitled his rattile and ran
around in a cirecle., The woman who had given the bull hie death M.GQ
was covarad with hlood, and in her excitawent slipped and fell on the
ice, It seemed that death awaited her, for the wunded monarch of the
prairies, fuming % th pain, his mouth fillad with bloody, thick foam,
intended to sell his 1ife deardy. Me gathered his strangth, bellowed
and tried to attack the fainting woman, but fell to the ground, Uis
blood colored the ice and mow and the women carried a%f\thair friend.
80 perished the last buffalo that was seen in the set tlement,
which wae to grow later into a big Bohemian naimbemmd.: After a time
prairie wolves gnawed off the meat and we boys later bmﬁght the
skull to town, where it lay for some tlimwe at 8, L, Paxton's, wntil Dr.
Shelly took it back with him to Vemont.




"BLACK HORSE".

Bafore I begin to describe the eplsode which I witneesed, I must |
gay something sbout my good friend, leng since dead, Antoine La !
Ravier. He was a Freadumsan, bom in 8t, Louils, Hissouri, and lived
Wthﬁ Ponca Indiuns from the fiftles for sixteen years.

He was in the wmain a good man and I esteemed him because he once
gaved my life. Uanfortunately, he drank whiskey heavily and when drunk
was 1ike a wild man, wuch feared by the Indims, with whom he ¢ ried to
get up fighte., He died a terrivle death. Once when drunk he tried to
entice the sweetheart of an Indian who shot him. Wounded and uneble
to defend himeelf, he was chopped te death by an old Indian woman,

".'0:19 day in August 1874 Antoine and I sat after dinner in 7 the
ghade of the trees back of Vi, Lemont®s cabin. I wae working for
I-ﬁnont.‘ Atoine m’aﬂmﬁu @ emall pipe and relasting various interest-
tinz anecdotes., Ouddenly appeared a group of ten Ponca Indians on
horses, Come went into the ecabinm to trade, for Lamontss traded with
Indians and some st ayed outside. In those daya they % their own
coatumes, The summer outfit of a chief consisted of a dirty colored
s’l-m'rt, trougers trimmed with fringe, fastenad to the walst with a
limen belt, and a small apron. OSome wore ne it rousers nor shirt, only
the apron, Their hair was bralded, the brald haneing from the top
of the haad., an eagle frather war stuck therein, and in their ears and
on their wrista mere brasa 'riugu.
| Seme of the horses had saddles, Iadian saddles, which alwéya |
seaped very uncdmro rtable to me, Some of the Indians had guns, for
in those days these were geldom laid aside, 'rha_y greeted ueg with their
cuaidmry "How!®, Those that stayed outside atoéd in the shade of a
ghed, I

Antoine emtpled his pipg got up snd said. "I a going to see how
they got on®., He went over to the Indians by the shed and I becan to
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read the Bostnn. Iﬁrentigstor, of which Lamont wae & subscriber. Pre-
sently ﬁntoh_:e came to ma and inquired, if I had noticed that "Plack
Horse® (Shanga-sabe) was ona of the number. That was the name of a
stalwart warrior, wrapped in a blue blanket. On his lert cheek WaB &
larg? scar, aow healed, stretching mcrogs the furet{f& anﬂ eye, the
lower 1id of which was disfigured. We had come with the others, un-
armed. I replied that I had noticed him, for he was a stranger to me, I
knew nearly all the Indians living in the Indiem village Wi-re-ta, and
many f rom the ageacy, but Ilh'_ , never 8een this one,
Mtolne sat down, filled his pipe and began to relate the follow-

"gftbthg smumier of 1867 about a third of the Ponca Indians left
their reservations, aand as waa thelr annual custom, todk themsslves
ovar tm wlde prairies of 3ebmka and Xansas, to Jein som2 friendly
v ! Ona of

tribe, and all togetaer thea plrtook of a btg‘ M
the hunt ervs was a young, brave, excellent marksman, "Black Horse®, a
Ponca Indian. We was wuch esteemed by his tribe, and waa- inrited to all
the coun::i}.n and trials. ¥e was a short of sub-chief, Wis father
died in battle with the Sloux Indians when "Blauck Worse" Was wixteens
He had dut an 0ld mothar, for whom he carad tenderdy., e had not teken
to himael} a wife but gava all his love and ecare to hie 0ld mother aé
to hu.utiug... '. WUL

Fe had jeined the hunt accofpanied by his mother, teking along his
temt. We had picked out three of his hest horses, for the way was
long and required several daye® time, besides that the hunt iteelf
required a 18 at n;nd ntrong hore &, . |

The c@paw travelled sevoral days and reeched the country of the
£ rie ndly Pawnee tribe o thout mighap, where it wus greeted with mer ry-
making, danclng, eating aad contests lasting three days. Them both
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t ribes 82t out to the wast, Thaj- intended to bring home as wuch drisd
buffslo weat and hides as posasible, When they had travelled several
days, the scouts announced that they had s98n & large herd grazing mear,
Seve ral attacics were preépared, frow various directions, and YRlauck
Horse® wag on2 of the firet on the seene. He wae just preparine po
shoot when his horse stumbled because his front foot had cmeht ﬁ:“a
prairie-dez hole, The rider was thrown and fell with his head mlr;. the
Jagged end of a large stone. Trhere the women found him, bdleeding, when
they were on thelr way to cut up the buffale meat, Theyv muickly teok
him to the camp and with the aid of his mothe r and the medicine man
mued him, |

Phen he had iwmp roved somewrat, he wag taken back to the Pounea
reservation, His wound healed, but his mind became affected and he
became insmune., He was never violeat, if he hecase exeited, he ran te
some quiet spot along the river and talked to himeelf, sometimes very
loudly. The Indlane watchad over him and kept him_ under guard, but he
managéd to pet away now and theén, and at such times would not return
willingly, they had to use force,

Thus he was for ae?e ral years and his oonditini: geemed to grow
worse. Wis old mother died. Xater Major H. C. 8tone, the agent at the
Santee Remeryatlon, heard about him, and being a physician, he asked that
"Black Horse" be teken to that reservation, to see if medical ald could
not help him, But afier a careful investigation he said "Black Horse" &s

will never be any better,

That -aftarmoon when I gaw him in Lamont®s yard, he was retuming
from the ebove mention medical insgpection. 'rhellndians finirhed

‘trading and left for their village.
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About two weeks after this my emplover said I could g0 home Satur-
day evening, t0 epend Sunday with my parents, twe miles and a half
away. #onday moraing I was to be at my post again. Such occasions
were great holldays for me and I went home with great joy. Sunday
morning I awoke early, breakfasted and with pun in hand went out teo
get our pony Satan. I forded the Verdigre Creek, followed the rough
road above the river until I came to w narrow velley, heavily tingbe rea,
to whidh rm seversl long and deep ravines, covered with oanks, elms,
basswoods and cedars. Tn those days there was much game therg large amd
smsll, aad wild turkeys. On the prairls shove the ravines ofien
appéared larpge droves of e and prairie deer, and flock= of
prairie cicl® ns,

I rode through the valley until I came to the mouth of one of
£he ravianes, where I tied Batan in a cadar grove, I gaw frosh tracks of
wild turkays in the mnd, leading ‘tawar& the river, I crept along .
carefully, raachad the bank, but saw no turkeye. The wood a‘ﬁs’fé sparser
here, thare were many cottonwoods and the ground srouné them was covered
with high graas.‘ 'rheﬁa wag an island in the river, covered with
willows and young cottmwoodé, ebout five feet high, The Wiobrara
river changes its curreat frequeatly, so the current ram on both sides
of the 1sland.

Kowing that wild turkeﬁ wers shy and kiowing, I was very ca re-
ful to outwit them.. Suddenly it seomed to me that I heard = nolse in
the grass and the creaking of twigs, I saw ¥ a sand bar on vhich

TR .
wers tracke of turkeys snd juat them heard their &mdo-, in & wild plum

thick*, « I crept up to within eighty feet of the thicket and p rapared
to shoot. I had taken about eight steps I heard the warning voice of

the ol4 bird, sbout forty feet away in the wiliow thicket, Just then
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the turkeys appsared aad I got & youung wale, The gecond shot brought
down another bird that fell into the thicket between the river amd the
island, -

Teeling salisfied with my luck, I quickly re-loaded wmy gun and
put the dead bird in my pouch. I went to look for the other one, but
found only som2 feathers., iHe was wounded and sped inte hiding, as ise
natuml with thede birds. The I went ever to the island, which was
large and covered with trees, mostly ¢ ot tonvoo ia. One part ran out .
"into 2 rmunded point, which was covered with various trees and wild
grapes and a thoray brushwod called buffalo berry. The place wase
hard to got over bul afforded fine hiding for game, I crept in and
out, but could fiad nothing, so I tvdk mysdlf te the lower end of the
island, Tere I camé on a larg? tree, upreoled by the wind, and climbed
on it. I could eee aeross the river the hill, on which wus the Ponca
reseryution, und there I saw u row of Indian rlders. They rode elong
a bank down into the valley, twwﬂ%ma. T saw by the way they rode and
thé MAit tér of a amall mirro r, {hat ;ome‘ching unusu al was happbening,.
I climhed down and went dlong the edge until I came to the point inm the
island, Hers I found amwther big, uprocted tree, slam ing mrek anothe r
tree, an? #0 I climbed up, &lthough the slamt was quite pernpendicular.
I reached the place whe ré the fallen tree rested on the upright tree and
noted that the adetance betwsen me and the Indians was ebout four
hund red f2et. The hille in those place'fwre and are yet quite broken
by holee and gullias,.

I gaw that the partarode to snothe r, sma‘ller party of riders and

were coaversing together. The Iniians were &med and we ro giving & mne P

with the mirror to thelir comrades in the va s, Which made me think they

weré up to some devilment, A drove of hm*sas &leng to the Poncas gruzed




11, _
near the hille. I knew that the Poncas were entertaining visitors, the
Omaha Indians, in whosze honer théy were giving dumres, dinners and
conteste. That was why they were neglecting their horses,

Both groups held a couneil. I countud twenty-one _IIncliams. Sué den=

1y those that had got of f the horses juapad on again and they all

flew alonr the river to the gullied hilis, I felt sure it wue a band
of thieves, Sloux Indi ans, who wanted to steal the Ponca's horses in the
valley, Wnhen the Bloux raached the bvase of the hills, the tall fimire
of a red warrior appearad, aa if out of the .g round. He wore iong hair
and was coveéered by a red blanks., In his hand he had a thick club,
which he waved over his head. He holle red and made a gr-at noise,
which r2ached my"eam.

The riders etopped an inst amt, then I saw the lightning olf' their
guns and heard the noi 83 of shoxt, and the proud figure of t-hg warrior
fell to the ground. I felt paralyzad. Indead, I felt as th-or.;gh I had
turned to atone upon ga2ing thie @ld-blooded wurder., I saw that tha
Sioux tried to 5“. to the fallen man as quickly as poesivhle and the
first one mcalped him. Thea they sped to the grazing horges, but I did
not wait to see any wore, I had seen enough! I hurried to my horse and
en th- way home I réollmtﬁ what ﬁ'ieﬁd Antoine had tolJ me about
"Black Horse". I folt sure it was he uad no other who had hecome the
viectim of the Bioux, _

I got home as wmicky as I omuld, left my gun, smwunition and the
turkey, aad a.fter- telling mother what I had seen, I went to t}f}e Ponca
Indian village Ni-re-ta. At the ford I met the Pa-mca chief Hitchell and
geveral warriors, and told them what had happehed. They were much
surprised and hurrizd to the village. Ir_returned home and it come to
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me how untnia wore many novala and stories about Indians, in whiech
thelr magnanimity to an unarmed enemy was deseribed. I have not found
it so. .

The mext day I returmed to Lamont. Trom the village could be
heard the weaping and lamantations of the wmen over the murdered
Indian. I found out later from Antoine that the Poncas pursued the
Sioux and got their horses back. In the ravines near Fort Rawndall
along the Hissourl river they had a fight, in which thq? wé re _
victorious aand two Sioux were killeds They cut off their feet, hunds
and scalpe as trophies. In a dbig tent or camp, made of camvas and
brughwood, they celebrated for sevaral eveuin?‘l,, Their noise and
drumming of the tom-toms c¢ould be heard at Lamont*s, The commander at
Ponca agemcy neard of their orgies aand Bant out a company of soldlers,
toe remove the awful trphles and order the Indians to desist in the
future from dancing and celebrating in that manuer,

Thus perished and was revenged "Black Hoise"., The %uc&a
pburied his body *n the tep of one of the highest hille shove the
villiage. ¥e could Bas his grave for several years from our place,

and it vaenidhed from view when it became overgrown with high grass,




