BOHBMIAN SETTLEMENTS TN NEWASKA,
(Tranelated from the Bohemian weekly Osveta Anericka, Omaha,
issue of September 11, 1912).

0f 211 the sgrioultuml statep in the Union Nehras¥a has the
largest Bohemian population, although the gettling of other states by
our people begen ten or fifteen jears poonar, According to the 1900
census ¥ehraeka had 16,138 inhahitante hom 11'; Bohamia and 27'5,115
inhahit ante horn here whone parenta‘wera hom in Bohemia, Then there
were 2,104 p;émna of mixed paremtage, one or the other of the parents
beiny Bohemian and 1,283 prople whoee one parcnt was hom in Bohemia
and the other born here of Bohemian parents. Then there were 418 people
whose mothers were Eohemian and fathers of another nationality. Al
together then Nehraska had 86,395 inhabitants of Bohemian origin or
nativity. If we add to this those of our unintelligent count r:mén
who cmll t'msslves Austrians, we can safely say that there are 60,000
of our people in this state, '

It 1 interssting to note that of the 90 eounties of which our
state 1o conposad, thers are but 6 in which up to 1890 there wers ne
Bohemiane living, 0 We can sgy that our peadple 13;va practicdly all
over the state, Our people are settled in the following counties:
Boyd, Buffalo, But].s.r, Casms, Colfax, Cuming, Custeér, Modpe, Mourlas,
Fillmore, fage, Holt, Howard, Knox, Lamaster, Madi son, Pawnee, Pierce,
Richardson, Saline, Saunders, Seward, Sheridan, Stanton, Valley. That
is to msay, in numbe m of 100 or more.

It is not known who was the first Bohemimn settler in Wehrasia,
but we do know that in the amp ring of 1887 Mr, L. A, Schlesinger
settled in Vashington County., MHe left his native land, Bohemia , in
1856, "omse he was a Bohemlian patriot and perseeuted thersfor, He
ocame direetly to Cedar Rapids, where his son had been living for two

years prwiouu.': In the epring of 1857 he took up a homestead in
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Washington nounty, and thers too Mr, Joseph Horsky had a claim, Mr,
Horsk* later moved to Helema, Montana, where he died at the ripe age
of 94 vears, .In the early sixties when gold seekers rushed to Colorado
Seghlesinger used to haul freight hetween Omaha and Nenver, u;xttl 1868,
He hought flour and ether provisions in Omaha & hmled the load with
oxén across the plains to Venver, whers he sold it, e died in MNenver
a‘n.ouf. eighteen yeam ago, at the age of 90 years,

_Tlmsa‘two ploneers ware followed hy Hdward Rosewater, as far ar we
know, AlLthough he was of Jewieh origin, he claimed kindred with the
Bohemiane, and although he came here when only twelve years old, and

his work war entirely in English and with Engli
he conel ds red Bohemian his mother toncue, =
 In 1863 the Homestead Law came in forse, which gave to all
citizens anl to all who intended to hecome citizenn, 160 acres of land,
and many of our panple took advant age of it, A4s fnr.aa we know, Sd ine
was the £irst county to Mo settled hy Bohemlan farmerg, Thene cama
mostly from Wiseconsin, Among them were FTrank, Joseph and Vitus Jelinek,
with their parents, ¥r, Krtén, Vaclar Sestak, John Hewan, the Kovarik
brothers, Joseph, Thowas and Mathew, There took up clsaime in 1865 aleng
the Blg ®lue River. Mr, John Heman also took up & claim near Vilbver,
Before that he had a small 4distillery with Mr., Rovert fhary near Arago,
on the Missouri River, South of ¥ehraska nity, Mr, Heman owned a
large estate in Bohemia and in the grest political upheaval in 184& 1559
he wvery active, He was a member of the Bohemian parliament
and one of the delegates sent to the Empe ror of Auetria in Viema, and
1like Schlesinger, he was ohliged to leave his native land on ascount of
pe rncution'%f the goverment, This was in 21853, No other Tohemian
immigrant heforme him and prodably not after him hrought =0 large a
fortune to this country, MHe had 80,000 gulden, hut lost most of his
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money in unfortunate land spesulations in Wiaconsin, In fact, he
became hanlkrupt. His sons, 8tqahs%:%ﬁar1aa, Prede rick and John
livea in Lincoln aml Wilker, later in Los Angeles, Cal ifomin,
¥r. hary was bhorn in Pmpgue, Bohemia, a menhe v of the Shary family
well known there as pmprietmpors of a large hrewery.

The great majority of the Bohemian mettlers who mettlsd on the
plaine and in the valleys of Nebraska in the eixties, seventies and
eighties, began with little or nothing, and consequently muffe red
many hardships. Poverty, illness and hardships of all kinds were their
lot for years, hut now they or their child ren ares pro spe rous,




