Bohemian Ploneersof Omaha,
(Translated from the Bohemisn weekly Osveta Ame rieka, Omsha,

imsue of September 11, 1912),
Vritten §y V. L. Vodicka, Omaha, now deceareqd.)

As far as I know, Mr, Edward Rosewater was the first Bohemian to
pe rmanently settle in Omaha, There wers some Bohemians before him, but

they left no trace, except Mr., Schlesinger and Mr. Josegh Horsk#, both

of whom nettloo(in Washington County in 1857 and used te éme to Omaha,
Mr, Sehlosinger hauled freight in the early ®ixties between Omsha and
Denver, Colo. I csme to Omaha March 6, 1868. I was bom in Taohﬁvioe,
Bohe;niga, Septembe r 14th,, 1844 and I eame to Ame rice in 1865. I firat
lived in Baltimere, two years, then I went to (6neinnati and then te
Dayton, Ohio, where I worked in the railway shops. Mr. NOlansk? worked
t.heﬁ.-a too, he died a few years ago in Crete, Neéhraska, where h; livea for
many yearg. I reslized that the west and country life afford het ter
opportunities to eveéryhody, empecinlly the worker in the eity, and so
in March, 1868 T get out for the west. Mr, Eman Wronek »f Dayton,
Ohio, came with me,

At that time thers were not more than a dozen Bohaniame in Omaha,
vho h2d come here fram Cedar Rapide, Iowa. Amongz those was Mr. Jomeph
Novacek, proprie mr of a hoarding house on Twelfth Street near Nodre,
in which huilding later was the Redfield Printing ®mpany. Some of
his Bohemian boarders were Vaelav Sulek (deceanred), John Huls =mnd ¥,
Horak, both of whom returned to fedar Rapids, A1l three were mus cians
and made their living therehy., Of those who came hefore me I rememher

George Tyorak, who came the year hefore from St, Louls and whos & son
Joseph Tworak later hecame county clerk of Colfax County, Then there
was Eman Schle singer, son of Nr, Schlednger mentioned hefore, He wam
a dont ractor and built the huilding now standing south of the office
of the South Omaha Ice & C9:) Cos on SOuth Thirtesnth St reot near the
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viaduct, Then there was V. Xuce ra, also a carpenter, who cane from
Clevel and." Then Jossph Zima, and Vaclav &mar, who came f rom Cedar
Rapide, wam a timner and later retumea to that ocity. Then there wap
Vaglav Stepanek, who used t0 clerk and in 1869 built the first Rohemian
hall on Thirteenth and Williem Ttrects, As far as I remember, those
’ vehro the only Bohemians he re at that time, although thor;egmay have
been others, Avout the time when I arrived the family of Mr, ™ ocek
(fathe r of the dmgel st on Duth Thirteenth St reet) ecame alre, Muring
1868 the following came: Reznicek, a cigar maker, who died 19&. er 4n
West Point, Nehraska, and whose son has s.. meat market in Omaha: , the
Harueaks, who settled in Butler County; Vaslav Basus, who left for the
west in 1875 and nothing was ever heard of him thereafter; old man
Bouks)., whose sonse are living here; Matdj Nerad, nmow living in Muth
Oméha; ¥. Mares, who later liwd in Crete, Nebraska; Joseph Zerzan ,
who moved many years agoe to Schmyler, Nehraska; Savl{k, Jajek and Killian,
who moved to Baundere County; Charles Javkele, who died in Yisner;
Joseph Kastl, who moved to Saunders County and whose gons live there;

F. Kriz, ¥, Klikos, Anton Jansa, Josﬂf' ek, Josef Bures, Pompisil,

and others, In that year came too ¥, Jilek from Pittshurgh, who settled ;
in Primont and whose gons took the name of Ellick. With him ceme Jacod
Mares, vho died 4in Linwood. | .

In the £al) of 1868 Uhlik, Msjer and I estahliehed = Rohemian

eolony in Nodge C%nty, settling there, among others, ¥, Xriz, 7,

Klikos, the Bartoses and others, MI1 of thoese who took advantage of

this chanoe prospered. ~In 1868 game the following: Pinter of Clevel and ,
who later went to Republic C®unty, Kansas, where he died; Josef
Regznicek, a mason from St., Louis} Frank Kowiele, later a hmker in
Veston; Herold, a butcher, who left for West Pointj M, Zirhut, who
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lived for some time in Baline Gounty amd then for a qunrblr of a
century in New Mexicoj; Perdinand Vendrejs; ‘bﬂ parents ef Joseph Kavan,
who remeved to a farm to Saunders f’otmty; John Janecek, who dled in
Schi yle ry J’oaq;h Papes, now nving in Alhlon; John Stibal , living in
Inogers- lartin and John fvacina, who came rmn Wisgonsinj o0ld man
. Konvalin, Sejka, Novak, Vaclav Kavka, John Xavka, Thomas ¥astner (he
sted in Newraska City), Jossph Xavka, Vaclav Fiala, F. Vrha and Joseph
Mejstrik; Vaclav Cuda, Sucha, Rednar, hrewer Barth who worked in the
Bemis Brewery, the Spilineks, Matej Mimeo, a tallor Nimee ami &
hlaokml..fh NiZmeo, the Krepelas, Mremny, am of.helm. :
Mort of these people considered Omaha bhut a atojaping place, and
after a s‘mrtar or longar stay they iant further west, umally te
take up olaims, 821 surely none w@ sorry for it, Messrs. Z8rzen
and Dvorak had the first Bohemian store here, Both wem thsn single
young men, That was in 1869, Mr, Chas, Jankele took over the fimst
Bohemian hall in 1871 from J!!taptmak, g0l d 4t to Xucera and Kucera
built a mew hall on South Thirtesnth Street, between Plerce and
villiam, am =14 the old one to Geomge Hof fman, In 1876 he sold the
hall on Thirteenth atrest to the Catholiec bishop, who made it over mto'
a chnreﬁ for the Bohemian Catholics,
In those days Thirteemth <t reet from Leasvenworth Street south was
but a wagon road., At Lalawonwor‘lh a stream crossed it, and the hridre
% 4t was a misershle d‘fsh. About where ‘Puoiﬂo St reet now is there
wa® & place vlnra two wagons could pase each other, over the rest of
the road hut one wagon could pass. ALl thnt part of the tom which
is called Xountse's Addition was in ‘Genrge ?rmcts Train had
bought it, dut had not made the peyments prope dly and was ‘med therefor,
which suit dragged along for years. Our munj: rymen used to settle there
begsuse they did not have to pay rent, They could build a shanty amd
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lived in it for years, undisturhed. The surrunding hills were covered
with brushwood and timber and thus gave fusl, hut towari the end of the
seventiem the taking of this fuel was forbidden hy the police departe
ment, Along Thirteenth St met flowed a st ream, which had its beginning
at Thirteenth and Center s-tggetu, and aleng this stream were most of the
Bohemian shanties., Yhen the suit was finally settled and Mr, werman
Kountze heomme the owner, our countrymen hought Lots of him and duilt
better homes,

Although thers were net many of us and most of the Bohemli_un
population was of a shifting nature, going further to settle on fams,
we lived from the beginming a social and national life, The Hohemians

love dancing, singing, music and the drama, so in the f%rat hmiarlddj

hall, owmed by Stepanek and later in Xucera®s hall wo HiReBADE w2
often,. The stage was primitive, hut 1t had teo nufﬁeo. s IThe pr!.nctpn].
actors and actresees were ¥, Maree, M, Nerad, J. Stibal, Zima, Mias
Pinter (she married later Mr, Xrejecl of Cléveland, 0,) Anna Yucera and
others.,
After establishing the aoleny in%nmmty and a stsy of several
months in West Point, I returned to Omaha and for several years was
emploved in the Union Pacifie ehopm, at the same time giving attention
to the matter of Bohemian colonier or settlements, 1In 1874 Martin
Vacek, V. "%e s and Anton Tranel and I established a Bohemian colony
fall ey Slovenia in Howard County., In the following vears I helped hy
word and act many settlers in Saline and Tilimore rf"tmf.ien-‘, I man of
couree Bohemian mettlers, In the late seventies I established the
Bohemian coleny in Madison County, near walamaszoo, and helped mmy of
my count rymen to aetﬂ.a in various parts of the ptate,

0f the Bohamians now living 1%&!::, Mr, Tneak and I are the
oldest Bettlers,




