The tragedy of the Brabenee femily.

(Translated from the article w ritten in Bohemiem for fthe Bohewian
almanach Pion Vs biv.]'naefph . Bedivy, Ve rg,igra,‘-"
(Volume 19199, N

Dear reader, in order thut I could accurately describe the sad

epioodc of which thia article treats, I had to call on Mr, Matdj Hrdbek,

hess of the tragedy of the Brabenec family.
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'Ilr. Hrbek is eighty-four yearas old, but he i@ atill full of life and

the only living eye-

very kind, He lives with his daughter near K’nog_due, Heb raslm, and
likes to tell about the hardshipe and Indian ralds suffered by our I
pioneers, He likes almo to relate funay, comocal episodes, and is vét‘y
glad to receive visite from his friends. He pgreeted %oat hospitably
and I % a plearsant afternoon in conversation with him. He tolad

me everﬁhing with great accuracy and I was mu&:i at his wonde rful
memo ryf.. I my 8elf remémbe r maay persons mentioned in this narrative,
and all that came to my eve and ear at that time,

Ur, Hatd) Hrbek became acqueinted W th Mr, and Mrs., Brabeneeg in
Chicago, Illinois, in 1869, at the time when a society called "Ceskd
Kolonie" (Bohemian Colony) was founded, haviune for its purpose the
finding of govermment lands for its memwhers to settile on. Both Mr,
Hrbek and Mr. Brabenee wished to farm and so they became membhers of
tmis soclety. Thay left Chinagé with tha second expedit lon, composed
of several families. Their goal was the country in L'Zau Qui County
in Nebrarka, That was what our Knox (Punty was called then,

NN gtz
All the partielpants of the expadition  carried with them nuaypre-

4 e for the mturﬁ but not much money and no expe rience whatever
in fa.nning according to the Auwe rican style., They took with them only
the most necessary lmplements, clothes and feather-beds, in order to
savé on freight, for the rallroad only went to Sioux City, Iowa. They
intended to preeed from thers by boat along the Wiesouri river, but
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in this they were disappointed, for the river was frozen. There was
nothing eise to do except to make the remaining hundlr"ad miles as best
as they could., Hr., datd) Hrbek, Mr. Towd’ Brabenee and Mr, Jan Prasek
togethe r houpht a pair of oxen and aa old wagon for 8240.00. They
loaded all thelr goods and started out early in the morning on March
26th. from Sioux Clty, filled with a desire to see the "promised land"
Nebraska., They traveled together with Joseph and John Tikaleky, who
too hafd bought a palr of oxen and a wagon in Sloux City. "“hen they got
to the Missouri River, they found it partly frozen, 80 that it was
da-nge?%ua to Tford it. 3But they gathered up their courage and fortunate=-
ly gained the oppoaite shore, Nevraska, - The valley was filled with
water from the Missourl and they encountered their first 4ifficulty.
They did not kaow how to handle their team in Me rican style, and so
the first day they made only thirteen miles., The night they spent with
a certoin farmer.
' They reached Ponca, & small settlement, the next day, with
:.r..rr'eat difficulty. It was dark when they a.;riwd, the teamg we re very
tired in splte of the fact that sll the immigrants walked beside the
wagons. The loads were a trifle heavy for the rough and in places
almost i-mpanaahe roadss Thay alpem the night in Ponca, in a boarding-
house., Realizing that they m{ traasport their lodlls to Wiobrara
in this mamer, they looked around for somehody who wouid tauke over &
part of their freight, TFinally they did find a wman who sgreed to
haul their goods into “"the terribly dangerous countiry by the Niobrara,
which ia full of bvloodthirsty Indlans®, for the sinful priece of £140.00,
They had to take advantage of this of fer, there being nothing else to do,
and they took along in their own wagons only clothes, feathe r-beds
‘and food, They laid up & stock of br2ad and groceries in Sioux City,
enough to last them until they got to Nid'b Farae
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They rested a day in Poneca. The next day they made but twelve
miles, for the oxsn were lame, That night they spent at a Gemean farm
house, the host and his wife being most kind, having mmaél.vei @x-
perienced bitter times at first., "hean our pllgriws awoke, they found 1t
ufaa 'rainiag and it rained heavily for two days, so that further
tmveliﬁg was impossible. Oa the third dgy the sky was still cléudad.

a mist prevailed and a cold northwestern wind blew. But our people

we re eager to look upon their Eden, which was to make true all their
‘plana and hopes, and #0 they set out in spite of the warninge of their
hosts, Yhen they nad been on the way shout three houm; the rain
charced to snow and the freezing wind became furious., The fams were

gscattered far apart, the country wae but thinly setiled, bt our
friends forged ehead bravely. The oxen booame faint and were made to
go with great di'fﬁwlt.y. When the front wagon struck a muddy hollow,
the tzam oould not move, and even when the other team was hamessed to
the fimt, the v;agm did not budge.

What now? Darkness settled over the land, as far as eye could see
nox habitation appeared. Our people had to spend the night under the
sky. They unhitched ths oxen and tied them to the wagém, glving t-hani
the ilast of the wot hay., The poor animals, hungry and spent, 4rembling
with the oold; goon made away with thel r scanty suppe r and wanted nmore,
but there was no moré._' The women and children crept between the
feathe n-‘oe;ia, under the cover, after a supper connisxting of frozen
bread. The m% ran about, trying t keep warm, After midnight the
heave ns claare;, vut 1t rewained very cold. At dawn to their conster-
nation they found that they had lost thofr way. The oxen hellowed wi th
hunger, the women and child ren scolded and c¢ried, saying they wam%

they ever left Chicago, where no such aufferitig wag dreamed of.
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At last the men pot the wagon out and they all returned to their
Ge man host, who again regcelved them hoapitably and gave them shelier
an 4 foods The following day he went with tham a ways, to show them
the right road and gave them other good advice. In the evening they
reached a settl ement called 5t. James, in Cedar County, coneisting of
five buildings. The principad on# war a mill, belonging to a Ceman
miller, by name Hoese. The creek was % the emire vallay under

water, and our travelers rlaked their wvery lives to got to the mill,

- where they found lodging for the night. The miller charged them two

dollars for each pe rson aand as much for each team, for he was an ext reme=
ly shrewd men in financial matters, for which reuson he was not very
popular, Our pilgrims paid the requi red amount and started out early
the next moraing. .

The day was warm and wud eve rywhe re, except in the ravines, which
were filled with snow., They made twelve miles and epent the night
under the aky once wore. The country west of SBaint Jemes was #parsely
set tled, The settlers, moastly Ge maane, lived in sod houaés, whi ch
material afforded buildings for the stock and poult ry too. The country
there 12 a hiph prairie, through whid ‘ﬂow numerous creeks into the

Missouri river., On this rlling prairie are now foun' thourands of n

‘bemtiml, fertile fams. They reached Hr., H, Weingandt's famm in

{he evening, which was well improved for those times. Mr. Weingandt, a
Geman, gave them lodging and advice regarding thé rest of their joumey.
The followlng day thay got to Bazile Springs, a mall creek,

They ocamped for the night near a loz cabin owned by a white man whose

wife was an Indian. They made and spent the night outside,

Veingandt's farm bordered on the reservation, so there we re no more
settlers. The Indians lived in teats, maindy in the agenoy on the

Missourli river.
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The next day they reached the mouth of the Bazile, five miles
from Niohrara. The water fell slowly, o they had te csmp three
days, part of the time being hungry, thelr stores being used up., The
fou rth day with great difficulty they fonied the oreek and mached the
other side. In the afternoon thay came to several cahins of cottonwood
logs and #ore informed that they had reached the t om of Hiobrara!l

They found shelter in an empty shanty, seveéral families together, the
driver unloaded the 1.r foods, and they had to get along as well as they
could,

Thé weather became favorable, After a two daye® rest the men
gat out to 1nvestigate, They started afoot early in the moming,
having in mind to 22lect homesteads one next to the other, They felt
that as close neighbom they would not be so lonesome and could help

each other 1n cand of need. They struck out to the west to the NWiobrara,

thea up along rdigre creek., Brabenee, Hrbek and Prasek diJ not like
the land there, 80 thay took themaselves in a southeastern direction from
Hiobrara, but could not find what they mnted. Having epent thus five
daye, they finally agreed to take up cluims on the NWiobrara river, in

a valley about elzhteen or twenty miles from Niobhrara, which the Bohe-
mian settlers later used to call "Thind Bottom". The Wiohrara river
hae & valley geveral miles lohg along the southern and southwéstern
gide, edged with hills that close it in and form in places perpendicu=
lar benks. Then follows a atreteh of fine valley and then hills again.
This romantie country follows the river for many ﬁ;.le'a.

At the time of whioh I write the valleys were covered with

timber, especially in those whe e the prairie fires could not
reach aad whe re ther? was no gréé's. In such spots were fine cotfon=-
woods, oaks, elms, cedars, basswoods and other t{rees. In the valley
and on the islands in the river was much hwautiful ti‘ber. Now it has

vanlizhed, The Toraet. our count mv's ornaaent. is cone and with it ite
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- pleturesqueness,

As I have sald, Brabenee, Jirbek and Prasek like/the lands in this
beautiful valley, eat irely free of settlera. They had the oppo rtuni ty
to take up good fertile land with nice t“imber, which woulé give fuel and

buildiug waterial, Ther: was plenty of rieh grase, untouched by
prairie fires. The lay of the land was level or slightly rolling,
Through the upper part flows Apple Cresk,

They returaed to thelr fumilies in Hiobrara, but when they told

thelr frieads #mmt they had declided to do, these waraed them not to go
8o far from other settlers, from dlobrara, from the white man's settle~
me ats. Théy Wwere told that th-m 1o vear with Indlian mids, that
thelr llves and property would be aandange red, but all in vain? They
sald thay would take up those claluws or return to Chicago - ®o well did
they 11ke the beﬁu tiful vallay.

Tre next day they asked ¥r. Vaclav Randm, who had moved to
Niobrara from Chicage the pravious February, to help move them with
his team of oxXen. I:ly Tather gent we with a wagon (we lived on a
homestead five miles from the town, on the Niobmra river) and I obey ed
with aleerity.

So far I have beea relating to you what was told me by Hr,
Hroek, now I will tell something of my own reminisgeences.

I was glad of the opportunity 1o see a new piece of country and =

like &l young boys I was unxious to experience advemture. We loaded
our wagon to the full, bound the load with ropes, hitched our oxen

and Randa's too, and the othery being ready, we set out of Wiobrara im
crand style! Rverything wemt wll, although slowly, but inasmch as
our ﬁmn aad Randa's were older and expe rieaced, we got to Verdigre
Creek without any t rouble, But nelther Randa nor I had ever made a long;;“f"
trip with oxen over erveks and hills, through woods amd mud, and 80 '

L&
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we were not the vest of drivers. Ve had to acknowledge seversl times
that our steeds had better acumen than we did.

The Tord over Verdigre Creek was about 300 feot from the piace
where the creek flowed into the Niobrara, and both ceredk amd river were
gtill high., But there was nothing to do axeept to ford, and we
reached the other shore with no othér catastrophe then the wet ting of
the loads. Ve went alony further on a narrow and rough mad,‘under the
hille. The pround was very wuddy in places, 1!:7‘3%.?&::-3 we had to ride
on & bank 20-35 feet high, where just 2 Mighi movament of the wheels

would have baé,n auf fi cient to throw us into the Wiobrara river,

The road from Niobrara along the river had juet been broken
through by settlers who had found homes in the irst welley the previous
summer, about ten miles from Niobrara. They were: Louis Kestner, a
Ge man, and Carl Schindler, a Bohe miau-Ge man. Ve rode about a mile
and a half over this dangerous road and felt very frightened. The
imnigrants and thelr families walked, only Hre. Hrbek and two suall
child ren rode, The weather was warm and pleasant, Randa unt:ertaimd
us with his humor, for evéryone who remambers him, knows he was

neturally very Jjolly. Ye pol to the first valley and stopped at Carl
Ismindle r's. Here we fed the oxen and drank coffee, served us by Riﬂ.
Sehindler, who brought milk Tor the little onee end tried in every way
to srhow us nospital ity, At three in the aftemoon we staried out agaln.
Br. Schigtlar told us which way to geo, for we had come to a country

vhe re for a thourand miles there wer? no setilers and no mgo.n roed,
here and there only an Indian t rail,

Wa rode through the vallsy until we come to & place we re it was
encloasad by hille. Here we had to go up a steep hill, to get to the

upland stretching from eamt t0 wmet for several miles., It took quite a
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vhile to gat to the plain and when we finally got to the top, we saw
a drove of aatelopes running away. We found that we had come o an
Indian #*ail, used at times from“ th2 south, which we were to follow in
| order to gat to the second valley. Hr. rbek shot seve ral prairie
chidc2ns oa the plain, ghere being many of them and of muny kinds in
those days. |

The sun was selbting when we got to the next path.dn the ridge
of the hill rising up Trom the valley. This path led dtwply dmm- to
a creek in thse valley, later called Boldler Creek, The descent was
very sharp ani we nad to use chain brakes, Ve p;d'r. dowy allright
though, and it wa.:a a miracle we did not tlp over and fall into a hole
made by heéavy rains. Bul we could not go any further, for the road
wag coverad with thick underbrush. “e looked in valn for u clearing,
and had to pet out ou'r axes and cut a road., Luckily t.hsa- largest brushe
wéod was only four inches in 'dimeter, hut we pgot pretty wam before we
reached %e cresk, The sun had sat long ago. Ve unhitched the oxen
and while they were drinking in the creek, the moon arose in all its
clear beauty and lightad up the heavans.

Ve wera all in a go0od huwor. Ve made a comp, hoiled coffee,
fried bacon bought in ﬁioburn., and after a hard dey's work s;te a good
supper. The oxen got hay ;::iv% us vy Behindier. It waus pleasant to
git by the fire aad we comfersed long into the nisht. Here and there
a night-ovl or a scresech-owl was heard, vhich frightemd the women, who
thought it waa the Iandi aas lwitating birdes, and we could not pacify
them. |

I glept with Randa unde r the wagon near the fire, wrapped in a
blanks t a.nsi fully dressed. All the men of our sumall ecaravan vlept

thus, the women slept in the wagon. The Brabencc chilé ren slepi mear

the fire. I fell hard 3 eep and awdke in the worning only vwhen &
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chilly seasation made me geét up and rpleaid the dying fire, The
other men were gettliy up, althoush it was barely dawn. They fed the
oxén and wonlt to w#ee where the cresek could hest be forded. About thir-
ty feet from where we had camped we levelied the steep banks and after
‘breakfast we set out arain. The dsy was plemsant, the nist had been
warm, the prairie grass was getting green., ALl the air wae filled with
the parfume of awakening epring, meadow larke and robines sang merrily,
and prairie chickanas were heard on &1 esides, Above the river, high
up in th2 sky, a pair of eagles circled, looking for prey, from the
tops of the majestic oaks came the hoarse voices of crovs and mige
chievour squirrdls, of which there were vewy mony. Hature as well as
our party was in the best of moode.

We croszed the secoud valley, uvhout #lx milee long, later settled
by our count rymen Pisl, Harsal, Vlhunik, Jandus, Hiady, Driak, John
fSedivy aad John Xounov sky. Ve gained another uplund plain, two and a
helf miles loag and from there we saw our goal, A thind valley lay
before us, where the famllies of Brahense, Hrhek and Prarek hoped ﬁo
find a happy Puture. The men we e most enthus lastle, and one after the
other cried out to thelr wives: "I have picked out that iand near the
creek™, "I have takea that pluce there, where you see the cottonwood
%00ds hy the river.,Y The third saidr "Aud I liked best the 1ané
between bYoth elaims, go I have taken tha®™ "™ The woamen were happy to
gee the find homes they would havae,

Te reached this valley at three in the aftemoon, by Rénda‘s
watch. All were hungry, the oxen too, of ooume., Ve M{ﬁmﬁ it
would he heat to unload all the goods under a hani: by a large oak on
Brahenee'®a claim., However, before we finished unleading, 'rheke decided
that thay wanted thair thinge teken to their eclalm, which we did and the
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gome war Jome with Prasek®s thiugs. Then we unhitched the oxen and
were surprig~d to see how they relirhed the dry pruirie grese, green
only in spote. The men male a fire, boiled coffee end haked potetoes

in the asghes. Hrbeks had bmugh® the potatees from Chic ago, Oh, wrat

a delicaey were those baked potatoes, oven without butter, just selt to
cive them more flavor! I often think of that., It secms to me that
even the coffee boiled in the opea had a Tiner perfume than now, &
nicer flaror then cofféee boiled ou modern ges or elecliric ntévaa.

After Gating we found that it would be betier if Randa snd I |
gtay until the next day, for we couvld not reach Schindlers by daylight ‘_
any wore. The oxea too were very tirede As the sun was petiiug, we
gew seveén dwex antelopes. They came out of the brush by -tha creek sbout
two hundred from us, looked at us & vhile shyly butl with curiosi-
ty a suddenly vaalshed, We gat aroun’ the ecrackling fire and enjoyed
ourael%ea as on the evening before. IBrabhenees came o0 and all talked of
plans for the future, Thay did ni‘.»t. dresm what sorrow, want and t muble
lay in gtore for them before they could gain what they were eeeking -
contentmant,

The plecsant mixkk sileice of the night was broken only by the
voices of night birde or howling of pralrie wolves. The oxsn, tled to
trezs, chewad thelr cuds 0011t‘3n£adly.1 AfTter mldnlght our cawp grew
quiet. I wrepped myself in my dlaiket and fell esleep, and vlept
soundly until awakened by Randa, We bnmkfnmfad and bade fareweil to

s

- our frieads, who thanked us heartily. The d'-' - was unpieasant, a southe

captern wind blew cold aad 4id not go down mtil evening. We stopped
at Carl Schindier's, where we had coffee and a bite and fed our team., Ve
got home after dark, Randa had supper at éur house and went on home to

Niobrara.
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I wlll let Mr., HrveX rosume the gtory now, "The day after you
left ua", he sald, " we three wen got bhusy right away to prepare tewmpo-
.rarv dwellines for our fanilies, As you remember, I had a wife and two ‘
small children, John, three years old, Amma five months old. Trabenecs

had a dnvshter Caroling, fourteen vears old, and & son John, twelve

years 0ld, Prarek came »358%h hirs wife, their daughter ecame 10 them
‘after s yaar,

Well, we aach p:ut.up a shaek on our land, that is a Adug-out,
coverad with bhrughwood and reeds, Ve sed up a stove, put so? a&round the
pipe in the roof and plamtered 1t with mud. WYe wmade heds on the floor,
and put the flour and provislons in, leaviiw the rest outeilde, The
weathe r baing dry, it dld not matter, The women hog{gl pardens, Ve wen
decided to fell some of the sleander cottonwoods growing by the river am
build a log house on @ach ©cleim, the first being on Rrahenee's lamd, On
the morning of April 28th, we rat out for the river and chopped down
only straight trees of a ®ize that three men could load on & wapon. By
noon #@ put the fliret load on the spot where the eabin was to stand and
after dianer retumed to the woode. e worked wilth s will, happy to
think that we will have go0d and stable homes, Ve f'gpre'a-bout half &
mile frow Bradbense's dug-out, whieh we could not seév, howéver. It vwas
a quiet, clear a:fter-noon. At sbout three o'clock we heard several
ghote, which secmed to come from Rraherwe*s dJupgout. Ve were surprised,

in fact paralyzed and looked in that direction. In a short iime to
our horror w2 gaw a group of Inliane riding rapidly into the hille,
vhich bordered the valley. A bad presentiment toofhold of us and we
hurried to the dug-out. %"hen we got there, at first we could gmee
nothinge wrong, but whea Brabense entered, he ran out again and lemented
that his wife wae dead. Prasek and I entersd the dug-out and saw wrs.

Brabeee, apparently dead, lying on the floor by the stove, the oven
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door of which was open. Having cained eourage, we carried the poor
woman out and triad 19 briug her back to life, whichk we¢ accomplishead
in a 11112 while, We found her skiris shove the %;aes in the bvack
soeked with blood,. E- remembe red my fanily and ren to our dug-out.
I was extrenely exclted nad wom, my %_mea trembled and heart beat to
suffocation, At first T could not woeek, but when to my great happiness
I saw my family all thece, I begen to relate what I had seen &t
Brabeme®e, iy wife was amzed, she had not seensr hean the red men,
Ror the shooxting, and ahe offered to zo with me to Brubence’s. I took

my 80n in ny arms and wy wife the 1itile one and we hurried %o our

unfo rtuaate eount ywaa., Trom afar we e #d Prisek and Brabense cdling
farmling amd John. "“hen we got to the dug-out, we found Hrs. Prasek
there, «he wag trylng to paeclfy the poor wuanded women, who continuale
1y called for her childreun,
112t the wife aad children there and went with the men to look

for tha chiliren, TFindly Braberre, worn with weeping md fear, rew
turasd home, Prassk and I ¢ rded to give hinm hope that perhaps the
c¢hild rea hnd only wande red off and are home by this time. e walked
through hish, thick grass and ebout a hundrad feet from the dug-out to
our horror we fouund the dead body of Johuny Brab enee, 1ying on the
bloody prass, His face was to the g rmund, his hands wbove his head.
Sad, very sgsq wan the N vetvean the fatte r and son!- Poer Johnny
hed heea shot in thv hack, as the wounds showed. One bullet went
t&ough hir skull, one throvugh hia neck and the third throuch the left
aﬁéulder-‘.nlmio. It was evideat that he had bheen shot while Tleeing,
but fell ufter a feow ateps and dled quickly. We could noi empedk or sote
After a vhile we were able to get our friend to go to hie wounded wire.
She had fainted. Prasék sand I a¢t out te ledk for Caroline. Ve
vé.]ked and looked, ecalled all over the vallasy, but to no purpese,
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Ve returned to Brademes and as eve aing was o@oming.m, we {00k spudes,
being careful that rs. Rravease shoul 4 not see us, and while the sun
was setting we prepared the last resting place for 1itile Johuny righf
on the spot vhere he fell aad where his dust now rests, With tears in
our éyes we returnmed to Brabemwes and afier a ooimcn decided to hitch Q
up and take the wounded woman, our wives and the child ren to Wiobrara,
leaving all 9lsa the w? it lay. Mre, Brabemee'r condition was drsad-
ful, at times she seamed inaime. We had lost hope of finding Carecline
and thought the Imian%had carried her away. We had _the mod Tortune
to have moonli ht, otherwise we would have lost our way in a count ry
unknow: %9 us. After midnight we reached Carl Schindler*s, where we
~stayed until moraing. It ia not necessary to wsay tha'_t none of usa thoughi_
of slea iag,

dra. Brabeme fell a.%.ﬂap towards 120 ming, spent with pain and
sorrow, dad when she awakened, she aa-méd more collected. ©Ghe told us
the followinag: "I vas baking bread, that is I was just put ting the loaf
in the oven when 1t u-}ned to me that I heard u}iots outside, The
child rea were pleying saaewnere, I did not fzeel- wor ried sbout them,
Presently I knelt dowa by the stove and opened the oven door, to see
how the bread was getting on, when suddenly I Mthe doorway filled
with Indians. I felt petrified and could not moved. They said: *Howt"™
and the nearest put out hiz2 hand. I do not know why, but I pushed his
handqway and said in Bohemlan: *"Go away, you scoundrel!®™ All I remember
after that is that I heard a shot and fell to the ground *

Hoat p robebly the Indian was offended at her mammer, iuntended
to shoot her through the breast, but the shot euntered her upper leg,
causing a bad but not fatal wound, for the dullet went through,

The next day in the aftemoon we set out for Wiobrara, hut when we

had gone sbout thr'e miles, we wer? stopped in the woods by thirty
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Ponca ia!imt, one of Hhom could talk ngiish, We asked ue where we are
goif;;; md who we ara, Although upon our arcival we had heen assured
that the Poncas wer? frieadly, you can imapgine how we felt after our
past exndrience., Ia those days Sspecislly it wes hard to ¥now the
differance hetwaen friendly andﬁﬁ#ﬁélmﬁ ang, they were all
palated alike aad wore the gawe primitive costume. Theége Poncas were
heavily e.n_ped.and thelr handa and facer were strondy painteds In
broken Inplish as beet we could, with the aid of gestures, we told them
‘what had hapened, They conversed together a while and then their
interpreter told us to o back to our claims, that they, the Poncus,
would atand gua rd ovnr@a and woulé not allow the bad “loux to pere
secute ue. Inammuch as. they presaad thalr offer s hard, we returned
to Schindlere, where we st ayved nine d.*tys.w The tenth day we declded to
go hack -'b.ﬁ our homegt eads for the proviglons aad clothine we left
there. And thus 1'0. happened that when we were golng wWith the tesm from
Brahene®s dur-out to Prawek“s; we noticed en odor coming from the heavy

hrushwood. We thousht it must come from a dend body, and emrely
enourh, we found what wae left of poor Careline ﬁrsx}-e:ﬁec._ Th.é b ody was
decompored and partly gnawed. Tilled with horrer we pgazed upon the
mvtilqtec{hody of the onece pretty girl. ‘!’emr,hp t she ha? been shot in
the breast with a well-aimed bullet, Ohe muet hove atapgge red to the
center of the brushwood and fallen, never to rise again. Ve brought

gheets, took ouvt the hedy and buried it about thirty feet north of

Johnny's grav@, Aad se Pohemlan blood, the blood of two little chilérsn

@altar of the bloody sacrifice vhich gained for us

W

our wegtam count ry!?

That reason did the eruvel red weéa have to destroy the lives of
two pmall Bohewmien children? It will never be knowa, It iz true that
the child ren were mlachiavous and somewhat bold. Perhape they made
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faces at the Indliand and so ange red them, but that is & mere supposni-
tion and the truth #i1ll nevaér he kuown,

Wen Mre. Rrabenec's wund had psartly healed, we deeided, after
twenty-ona daya, to pgo pak to oixr claims. MHothing else was reslly
left Porus to do. We had no woney Tor the way back to f?hicagé and
we d4id not went to walk that dilstance. The commander at Tort Randall
helped ue that year with provi aionls and com, otherwise we would have

perishad. Our troubles were not over. Ye had several bad years, as
to cropj, and the Indians killed our catile and teams, in many cases the
last cow. That i3 another sad chapter, shout which much could be told.
Those were harﬂltimﬂ_ e

"-"1_’0.' gsettled on our c¢laims with & fim purpose to overcome all
difficulties. Mr. and ¥ras. Prabeee stayed on theirs until they grew
too 014 to work, when they =014 and returned to Chicago. Prasek's
s80ld out too after some yeani and moved away. Only we, my wife and I, %@j
stayed, n? by dint of hard work and patieace gained independence and
prépnwd good homee for ourselves and our children. I often think
of past tﬁms;and 1t seems like a dream,®

The dear old man bveat his head and covered his face with his
hands., Twe large tears stole down his cheecks as he finished his

gpeech., "e was wuch affected, good o0ld grandfathe r Hrbek,




