REMINISCENCES OY MRS, PRANK JH,INEK, CRETE, NERKASKA,

I came to Nehraska in 1865, Of those firat Bohemim settlers
are left ! ' and my 8ister-in-law, the wife of Jogef Jelinek Sr. I
mean the women, the rest are all gone, Of the men are left but
‘Frﬁnk and Josef Jelinek, Vaolaw Kubicek and Tomas Kovarik., I do not
inolude the younger ones, who at that time were ehildren, The fimt
Bohemian settlers in Saline County, Nebraska were my hue band Trank
Jelinek, his brother Jeseph and Vaclav Sestak, who ome 100 miles foot
from Arage., Thers was no raillrmad then or town,. Thq cane here in
April 18658, The grass was green, the wood= full of hlossoms and wild
plums, the air filled with perfume, Yho came to the Blue River and spaw
the woeds along the stream and the peautiful prairies around was
enthused. It seemed to him an earthly paradise, There was an Ave vl can
living here by the name of Migl (Note of tranelator: This may he |
misspelled, it may have heen Miggle or =0 ) who gave us good advice,
Our men todk olaims and my husband went hack to Wisconsin to prepare us |
for moving. He was very enthusiastie and teld us ahout the paradise . |
in Nehraska, He had speat eleven years in Wisconsin, working hard wiﬁh
the stumps, so 0o wonder Nebraska sceémed a paradise, We pet out '
 September 12th,, there were six Bohemian families, travelling te
paradise, I have never ﬁaen in the real, the heavenly paradise .
but 4f it is anything like that Nehraska paradige was, I do not
care to go thers. We came to St., Joseph, Mimsourdl, It was just
after the close of the Civil War, the trains were erowded with
soldiers. We arrived at our destination but our baggage 4id not,
The next day tﬁa men Went to buy a pair of horses and we made
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prbptmtio_!:l to travel on, ut our luggage 4id not come. We walted a
- whole month, ut we had hardly anvy money and winter was epp roaching. .
Scarlet fover prevailed in the town, our child ren took 1t too,‘but we had
to go and had no other means of travel except the mgdna. The trip
was two hundred miles long :imd an tumn brought its bad weathe r and muddy
roads. Our three year old hoy died, we buried him on the way, After
two wesks of hardships we got to the Big Blue, in the night of Nevember
22nd, I ought to may that when our things were net coming, my hushand's
brother, Vaclay Jelinek, Vaclav XKuhicek and Vaelav Sestak 414 not wan ¢t
to wait, -ao'thc':y et out ahead on foot, in order to preparm a shelter
forus, and e they were already on thelr lands when we caeme, on the
other wide of the river., We camped by the river over night and the
next dgr cot 'the wagons across which was diffimlt, hecause the river was
deep and eandy., They had to put three pairs of horpes in each wagon,
¥e lost 2 horme that day, the effort was too much for him. ¥hen we had
crossed the river, fourteen Indians came to meet us on horseback.
Me rey but we wafn scared! Ve were told that the Indimme ¥ill white men,
but all ended well. They only wanted tabaooh, 80 our men qui itly
gave them all they had. Our resi dences, that i1s sed hous es, we re ready
for us, and how glld]y we crept into them, even though they had ne doors
or windows, Instead of a widow ther was a hole stuffea with driad
gmss and a quilt hunp over the opening merved for a door. We put
gnsn on the ground for bedding., This "house" was 12 X 21 feet and thaft
were e ighteen of us, we were packed like herring. The next day a hex
wae placed in a cormer, that wae a tahle. Your pests were driven in

the other coraer, young t mees were 1aid asross them and cove red with _
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grags, that was our hed. The gthers lay on the ground, Muring the
- first part of December we good a regular Néhraska blizzard. I shiver
even now when I thinmk of it.The wagons and sod house were full ef snow,
the ¢hildren Were cova red vith it and the harses without ":-anlt-r. We
had a windbreak, bt the snow was too high, The horses ran awai;sr, our
men hunted them tw daye and found them sixty miles away. At last

¢ ane spring and 1t came sarly amd was warm., Kverybody was busy Wwith
- erops and Wilding and ove rything looked fine. But in the middle of
Aaxpust the grasshoppers Ccmme and hy evening not ilaaf waa left, The
only thwing they did net touch was sorghum. The river was covered with
them, s0 that we could noet nuse the water and we had ne well, ¥No one had
wells them, they all used water from the river. I got the ague and was
111 211 summer. I nust tell you how we celebrated the firet Vourth of
July in Nehraska, There were gseveral Bohemian families which had come
that spring, e0 each housewife hrought some thing good to eat to Mr,
Vaclav Petrasek’s farm. There were plenty of prairie drickens, I used
to shoot them, and even though I did always shut hoth eyes, somethmes

I hit one. Rabhits were plenty ani we had corn hread too, Wt we

could put ne eggs or milk in 1t, just snlt and water, Wheat hmﬁd s
rare, for a 200 barral of flour cost $20,00, The principal thing was
money awl nebody had any. Ve wers cheered by visions of a new crop, and
then we were all yvoung. Mr, P.otruek sang and accompmaied himulf

by beating a plow dise and we danped and had a merry time, That was
our last jolly day for a lonz time to come, for the next year the
grasshoppers cmme again. That ir they hatehed ‘@® the egge. left the
- year before and when they got winge , they flew away, More and more
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Bohemians came, some dirﬁoﬂw from the old country, Ve had a fam

i

~ right on the Big Blue Rive rand when we used to0 view the p-airies a2l
 around ue, it seemed to us they never would he gettled, while now every
acrex costs a great sim. We live in Crete, in retirement, We haa five
children, thme disd. We have had three weddings, the first, the
eilver am the golden, and our fiiends alwaye surprised us and showed
their friendehip, which 4s a very pleasant memory to us, "hen I look
back in the past, I tremble to think what we had to go through, hut life
even then had is happy aspects. We were all young and all) heginners,
each one Was equal to the other, and all were honest and epen, If any
oné had something good, the others had to taste of it, we were all
invited and had a goed time. '




