REMINISCENCES OF FRANK KARNIK, DONGK, NXBRASKA,

I came to Nebraska, to Framont, Octoher L, 1877, MNowadays the
trip 48 much shorter aand plomsanter, it wes not sd then, The old
pionecrs were good heartsd, tuay werc willing t help others although
they had nothing themssives. e cans to the fam of Ignae Vilasak,
thirty miles nortawest of Premont. He hod a large fardly and they lived
in & dug out but they weloomed us with open . arme ani for two Weaks
we enjoved the ir heepitality, Trhanks be to him! A number of Rohemians
we re settled in the vicinity and I wanted to be near my own xind, bub
no homeésteads wera £0 b8 had any mo @ 850 I nought 20 acres, to b2 pald
for in ten yearas, The first payment took all the monay I had, How
was I to bulld a nome? Two neim‘_ors came, one with o team, the other
with a bresking plow. One plowed up building materdal, the other
plenned the house and then we begud. In three days our "residence®
was ready together with hbr;ﬂ made furniturs, I hought a cow ani twe
old Texas oxen, owing fer them and 1 made = sleigh on shich I roda '
summe r and winter. The next year I hroke 20 peres in May and Juns and in

July my wife mud I worked for & neighber, tying bundles of grain. The
third year 1 sowed the 20 seree and broke 20 mere, The grain was

fine, Mt the grasshoppers finished it in two hours, The fourth year

1 sowed 4C aeres and when the crop Rgm to get grwn,' the gresshopperse
began to hateh &nd ian & month nothing was lefti, What now? Tt wee

still time to plant mere eorn, but there war no meeds I hearda that a
car of coru ¥ad been brought to town, ®C severel neighber s went there an
bousht com in the ear at $§1,6C bushel, To Wiy tw bush ele ‘o ok 2ll

the money I had. After planting cane eold reins and the erop rotted.
Four years of lost time and effort! How to get meed for spring? How

to get food, shoes, clothing? That was a questlon T gould not anawer,
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People were lesving the country, they wanted to sell but there were
nc buysre, But I gathered courage and thought of my two strong hande,
The state of Nehraska of fo red help to the needy, Wt the Rohemians were
timid and 4id not ask for 1t. Some few that did got nothing., The
Bohemians are gond to work and pay others, but they do not get much
apprec'ilatinn in return., I managed to get some seed and planted it,
the crop was good and was followed by other gnod crops, which we todk
to town sixteen and twenty miles with our oxen, ?om sold for 10 and
11 cents per huahel, wheat 35 cents per bushel, hogs £1,75 &‘P‘W
If we had an agcldent on the way end were obliped to spend the night
in town, we had hard.7y enosuch left, after zalling, to huy half a gallen
of molax sas and = package of coffee., We had to sell at any price,
Ho one had credit, we had to pay., Wren a farzer wants to go to market
now, he asks the price by telephone. If the price 1s low, he does not
sell, hecause he does not have to, he has money now. If he h'is not

moneay, he has ocredit and hs has businasgs knowledge that enables him to

wait for better prices, Times grew better, eventually I houpht 200 more |

acres, and some of our count rymen more., Where you saw s50d houses you

ge.zee fine residences and surmunding buildings that leok like half
& village in Bohemia, to may nothing shout steeck and poultry, V%here

we used to ride fowly, even in sleighs in summe r, you s2e our grande

sons shoot around in automebiles, Land gslls for seve ral hundred dllars|

per acre, And the dranged conditions _hs&w changed many a ploneer, juat
as @®ll instruments are sharpened on a grindstone, se dull hrains are
gha roe e d l;rith good reading. Our dear paper Hespodar has heen puch a
grindstona. Our grandehildren have a mud batier chance thm even

our children d4iqd, for we could not give them the kind of education we

|
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would have liked te give them, I was an the sehodl hoard years ago
and I remamher when we had a teacYer who was very good, had 2 dlploma
and all that and yet at the same time he he med eattle, He brousht
the cattle near the school and after schodl took 1!‘: away ogalne
Fow we have highly educatsd teasghers and professors s0 that the poorest
lahorer con pive his ehlld an ejucation. The last vears heve had an
effsct on country schodls, Theres ara two ressons Tor this Timt,
mopt of the peecple belong to warious sects, which hulld seetarien schedlS
for thousands of dodllars and the children are gent there, even if
the public School 18 but a few feet away. Hven if a father like that
has a dozen children, not one ateps ovar the thresholéd of a publlie
school, Sometime hut twn or three famers in a given local Lty gend
their children to public schools. I am apsaking of At ricte whe re
Bohemians are in a minority, The othar reason is that we haeve towns
nearby where there am fine =chools, heautifully aquipped in every
way, aad mny famers send thelr hildren there, T am quite satisfied

with the frults of ny afforts,




