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1876

NEBRASKA STATL
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

DIARY OF JAMES FREW

-1-

July l-=Joined my company at Sage Creek. Very cold rain. Marched to

Cheyenne Rivere
2==G Company started out to scout for Indiens seen by Codye.

3==More Indiens in sighte Two more companies gone oute D Com=
peny on picket. Fine weather,

4--Wagons left for Sage Creek Coe Went to scout around another
waye Marched 60 miles. Very bad water-~thick as cream with
alkalie

5-~Found rifle pits and two men killed and horsese

6=<Marched to Sage Creeks No breakfaste.

11--Still in camp on Sage Creek. Drew beef first since we came on
scout--~worth its weight in golde.

l2=-Enroute to Laramie. Camp on Running Water.
13-=Camped on Rewhide Creek. Cool with rain,

14--Crders to go to Red Cloude Marched 18 miless Camped on Reawhide.
Fished in the oreek. Caught a few.

16=--Ordered to Sage Creek again. Marched 33 miles to Running Water.
Very hungry--no suppere

16--Arrived at Sage Creek, rested for an hour, marched on to Indian
Creek 45 miles. Nothing to eat until late at night,

17-=Indians reported by the picketss The command ordered to secrete
in the ravines. 'ﬁgt'two couriers arriving from agenoy being in
‘danger Co ed on them killing the ohief, Yellow Hende The
Tast &

ed to rescue him but we Eharfe?fg them, killing six.
Followed them into the agenoy, 40 8 -

18--Started for Laramie, ten miles.

19--Cemped on Running Water, 26 miles.

20==Rawhide 28 miles. Met recruits going to agency, to companies
stationed theres Rations ran short todaye

21--Marched to Laremies Very hungry--nothing to eat for 36 hourse
Company C arrived from scoutinge They captured 14 ponies packed
for the war-path.

22--%gsttand preparing to stert for Crookt's command. Bathed in the
aCTle :




-2 -
July 23--Camped on Buel's Bend of the Platt--35 miles. Caught a fine
moss of fishe
24--Camp unknowne 27 miles Gen Carr and Dootor killed some sage henée.

25==Camp at Fort Fettermen, 22 miles. Three men deserted taking their
horses and equipment.

26--Made 12 miles, merching slow to let other companies catch upe

27~=Camp at Welton Springse Very. poor water,

28--Made 22 miless Companies F and C ceme up with us.

29-=Camped on north fork of Powder River. 25 miles.

30-=Camp on Powder River at old Fort Renoe. 28 miles. Found three
wagons there. The owners had been jumped by Indians and aban=
doned everythinge

3l=-=Ceamp on 0ld Women's Creek, 30 miles. Killed buffalo.

Auge 1l-=8Stopped to cook coffee at a beautiful mountain streeame Took up
the march at 5 p, ms 356 miles. Camped on Deer Creek. Saw a
fine lake.

2-=Camped on Goose Creek, 35 miles. Passed Fort Phil Karney on
Crow Creek. Saw a monument put up for those killed there.
90 in number.

S==Camp on Tongue River. Joined Crooke

4--Laid over, preparing to start for Sitting Bull.

6--Started for Sitting Bull with 500 mules packed. 18 miles, camp
on Tongue River.

6--Camp on Tongue River. 20 miles. TVery rough countrye. Crossed
river 17 times.

7=Cemp on Rose Bude 27 miles, Beautiful country but hilly,

8-~Changed oamp two miles down Rose Bud. Started out at 1 p. m.
Made 18 miles down Rose Bude Very heavy Indian trail, like a
roade

9-=Camp on Rose Bud, 20 miles. Very colde Made a lodge to sleep
in.

10-=Mot Genes Terryts commande. Went in camp on Rose Bude 18 miles.
Got grain from Terry.
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Auge 1l==Both commands stert on the trail. Camp on Tongue River. 12 miles.
Found the bodigs of two men scalped by Indians. Lieuts Eaton shot
in hand-=acé¢ident.

12-=Camp on Tongue River. 10 miles. Rain all daye Everything wets

13--Tongue Rivers 25 miles. Rain all day. Nine of the horses gave
out, left behind. 1 mule gave out packed with hard-tack. We made
a raid on it

14--Branch of Powder River. 18 miles.

16=-Camped on Powder River. 16 miles. 8 horses gave outs Country
very roughe

16~--Powder rivers 22 miles. Rain. Boys very hungry being issued two
days' rations and eating them in one day. After arriving in camp
& fawn ran through the ranks causing lots of fum.

17-=Arrived at Yellowstone. Two boats here with supplies for use Sent
& letter homee.

23=-5t11l in camp on Yellowstones Had a general drown-out last night,

24--Marched up Powder River 18 miles. Three of the boys who were sick
went down on the boat to Fort Lincoln,

25«-=Camped on Powder River, 15 miles.

26==Loft Powder River. Started south-east for Deadwood. Made 20 milese
Had to walk most of the way and lead our horses.

29--Boys orazy for tobaccoe Smoking coffee grounds. Offer 8 to 10 for
a pluge Boys discouraged not knowing where they are going.

80--Camp on Beaver Creek. Boys all complaining of sickness.
3l-=Camp on Foster Mountains, 12 miles. A fine grazing country.

Sept. l--Moved camp 7 miles for grass. Over 300 of the boyssick--hardly
able to rides Myself feeling very well, °

2=-=Camp on Beaver Creeke 18 miles. Boys smoking coffee grounds and
grass. ,

S==Camp unknown. 23 miles. Water scarce.

4=-Camp on Little Missouri River. 26 miles. 100 miles from Ft. Lincoln.
I gathered some buffalo berries, stewed them. The hills all around
are like oinders all melted and run togethers,

6-=Camp on head waters of Heart River., 30 milese Cut down to half
rations,

6==Camped at a big pond. No wwod to build a fires Lost a great many
horses,




Septe T7-=Campe 40 miles, Rain and colds Boys in a .desperate conditione
Killing the played out horses. No wood yete

8-=Camp in a range of hills. Wood at last. 30 miles. Boys feeling
very weak for want of anything to eat. 15 horses gave out todaye
Mine nearly gonee :

9==Came on en Indian village et Slim Buttes. Routed them at four in
the morning. Some took refuge in a ravine close by and took us
+ill noon to get them and they killed three men before they would
come outes Then we stopped to build a fire to smoke them out and
" they came out covered from head to foot with mud from digging to
conceal themselves. American Horse, the chief, had been wounded
and died soon aftere They came back with reenforcements at about
two o'clocke Charged us from all sides but we drove them back.
Kept up a steady fire till darke.

10-~Camp. 16 miles I had to walk. My horse was killed yesterday.
Feel very bade Nothing to eat but a piece of dried meat taken
from the Indians--about 5000 pounds of ite

1l--Camp-=-27 miles. Plenty wood and water. Killed 25 or 30 ponies
to eat. The old sore backed horses are at a discount since we
got the Indian ponies to eat. In the absence of salt I opened a
cartridge and put the powder in my soupe

12--Marched 40 miles. Mud very deep. I gave out twice on the road.
Lay down then got up and went on. Got in camp about 1 o'oclock
next morning. Lost about 300 horsese Killed over 30 ponies to
eat. Laid over till noon waiting for the men to come in ocamp
that gave out.

13--Broke cemp at noone. Made 5 miles. Camp on River and
got beef and floure. Such a time cookinge Boys cooked till near
midnighte

14--Laid over. Cooked all day. A settler from Crook City came with
a wagon. We went through him like wolvess

15-=Camp on White Woode 7 miles. Boys in better spirits but still
woake i

16--Laid over to rest ourselves and the few horses that are left.
Gene. Crook started to Laramie. Double rations issued to us=-
fresh beef and floure
" 17-=Laid overe. Cooked all daye. Baked breade.
18--Camp on Centennial Park. 12 miless 1% miles from Crook Citye.

Carried water to cook with from a mining sluice about a miles
Sew them washing golde

19-=Camp on Box Elder Creek, 28 miles. Found a ocompany of Third




Artillery with supplies for us herse. Very cold and I was very

tired and did not get anything to eat till about 12 o'clodk that
nighte My rations were in my bundle of blankets. Some citizens
were hired to haul our bundles and did not get in till midnight.

20=~Laid over. Had baked beens for dinner.
2]l--Camp at Rapid Creek. 15 miles.

22-=Camp &t Spring Creeke. 15 miles. Took off my shirt and washed it.
Have had no cheange of olothing since Auge 4th.

23=-Camp at Custer Citye. Met a train with supplies for us from Laremios
24--Laid over. Boys very dirtye. I found some rubies.
26-30--Nothing worthy of note only moving camp for grasse
Octel=5-=0ur wagon train came in todey. Boys in high glee. Very cold

weather. Some snowe Burnes discharged by ordere His folks got
him out.
We left Custer City about the 10th. Some reoruits and fresh horses
joined us theres Then we went on a ten days' scout on Cheyenne

Rivere. From there to Red Cloud. Arrived there about the 24th.
Started for Sidney the next day. Arrived at Sidney Oct. 3lst.




