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account of a.spectacular knife battle in

which Buffalo Bill (William F, Cody):slew .

the Cheyenne Indian chief, Yellow Hand..
It is a good story yet, this yarn about.
how the famous Western scout and the
notorious redskin chief mef in the wild
country near what now is the Nebraska-
Wyoming line.in July, 1876, and fought a
duel to the death. It goes something like
this—__ ;
wﬁnw_o.rwmz.boocabm slightly in advance
of a column of United States cavalry,
sighted a band of Indians led hy Yellow

Hand. As the two groups advanced, the :

scout and the chief spurred toward each
other, dismounted and rushed into a hand-
to-hand fray, their respective  parties
meanwhile halting to view the startling
spectacle.

The Indian, his savage face made more
frightful by the warpaint of his tribe, at
once brought into play all the wiles and

cunning handed down to him ww-v.womm..
line of Cheyenne chieftains. He circled,

feinted and darted his knife toward the
throat and body of his antagonist. The
scout, scarcely less picturesque with his
long -hair and fringed buckskin garb, met
every onslaught and parried every thrust
with a cunning, coolness and fearlessness
for which he already was noted. There
was the clash of hilt against hilt, the ring
of steel as blade met blade and then the
end -as Buffalo Bill broke through the
guard of the Indian and plunged his knife
into the heart of Yellow Hand with the
fatal blow.

There's only one thing wrong with the
story—it seems pretty certain that most
of it -is m_asos
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Mr. and Mrs. James B. Frew.

Authority for this statement is James
B. Frew of Harrison, now aged 75, who
was & witness to the killing of Yellow
Hand, and whose memory of the affair is

" supported by an entry in his dlary written

on the evening of the day it occurred.

Buffalo Bill killed Yellow Hand all right,
and it is possible the death blow was dealt
with a knife, Mr. Frew agrees, but the
scout first shot the Indian off his horse,
then dropped him with a bullet fired
through his body, and there was no “duel”
with knives, he is certain.

Mr. Frew, in 1876, was a member of
Company D, Fifth United States Cavalry,
a unit in a brigade commanded by Gen-
eral Cpook: The brigade was a part of the
forces sent against the Indians that year
and was-in the field at the time the ill-

" fated Custer and his entire command were

slain. At the time of the Buffalo Bill-Yel-

to round up Sitting-Bull and his followers
1_.6 had participated in the Custer mas-
5 -cre. and still wers, ob go warpath,
*‘rhe Harrison «d:w;ﬁ ﬁoemn lias leen
ﬁpngoﬁmﬁw interested in refuting the dra-
‘matic knife duel story, especially since the
death of Buffalo Bill, inasmuch as to do
so0 would seem, in the minds of many hero
worshipers, little short of sacrilege. But

‘the story has been denied by others and

about two years ago the Nebraska Histor-
ical Department, having learned Mr. Frew
was a ﬂﬁsmmm. had him send photostatic
{copies of Em diary to aid in the effort to
oumow up on the yarn,

The first time Mr. Frew heard the “duel”
version of the killing, he said recently,~was
about the time Buffalo Bill started his
Wild West show more than 40 years ago.

"He then attributed the embellishments to

u,,c.a Hand episode the troops were trying .

the Yellow Hand affair is dated July 17,

1876. Edited as to capitalization and pune-""
tuation, for which the diarist, as a youth -

of 20, showed an almost total disregard,
but retaining the onﬁuw_ spelling, the en-
try follows:

«Indians reported by pickets. The com=~
mand ordered to secreet in the ravine, but

two couriers, arriving from theagency, be< !

ing in danger Coady fired on them, kill-
ing the chief, Yellow Hand. The rest tried
to rescue him but we charged them, kill-
ing six. Followed them into the agency 40
miles.”

The notation in the diary next preced-
ing that of July 17 shows that the cavalry
detachment had camped the night of July
16 on Indian creek, several days’ ride in

a northeasterly direction from  old Fort -

Laramie (not the present city of Lara-

mie) in eastern Wyoming, As Mr. Frew re- .

calls it, the troops had résumed their

‘seoubing-on. the cacsning of Jnly 17 when.
the Indians were reported. The order to-
the troops to concesl themselves in a ra-
vine was given with an idea of taking the -
Indians by surprise, but before the maneu- -

ver could be carried out the messengers
from the Red Cloud agency, or reserva-
tion, appeared unexpectedly.

The Indians started in pursuit of go
messengers, Mr. Frew said, and Yello
Hand streaked out ahead of his band. Hu.:mu
falo Bill, then chief of scouts for General
Crook, was riding in advance of the troops.
He spwred forward to meet the Indians
when he saw the couriers were in danger
and as soon as he was within range fired

(Continusd on Page 8
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gory and otherwise thrilling tales which help the erstwhile scout to boost his show,
* gripped the interest of the American boy, he certainly did not 1»5« to put a damper ) N7
and many of his elders as well,- was an o on things. ‘.....w..h_..»,tu :
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'Arkansas Man, an Eyewitriess
. Refutes Thrilling Taleof
_.wcm&cwmz‘mﬁﬁmﬂ,@ﬂ&
_

By Ralph A. Hull @

GENERATION OR SO AGO oae of the grim, gory and otherwize
- thrilling tales which gripped the interest of the American boy, and
many of his elders as well, waz an account of a spectacular knife
battle in which Buffalo Bill (William F. Cody) slew the Cheyenne In-
dinn chief, Yellow Hand, . = _
It is a good story vet, this yarn about how the famous western scout
and the notorious redskin chief met> : : :
in the wild counlry near what now
is the Nebraska-Wyoming line in
July, 1876, and fought a duel to the
death. It went something like this:
Buffalo Bill, scouting slightly in-
advance  of a column of United
States cavalry, sighted a band of
Indians led by Yellow Hand. As
the two groups advanced, the scout
and the chief spurred toward each
other, dismounted and rushed into
a hand-to-hand fray, their respec-
live parties halting, meanwhile;, to
view the startling spectacle, ;

H,mm.. Indian, his savage face mads
% more frightful by the warpaint

ores 86/ 1929

ﬁ%& B3

of his kind, at once brought into
play all the wiles and craft handed
down to him by a long line of Chey-
enne chieftains. He circled, feinted
and darted his knife at the throat
and bedy of his antagonist. .The
scout, scarcely less picturesque with
his long hair and fringed buckskin
garb, met every onslaught and par-
ried every thrusf with the cunning,
coolness and fearlessness for which
he already .was noted. There was
ihe clash of hilt on hilt the z.b.mu of
steel as' blade met blade and then
the  end. as -Buffalo . Bill broke
through ¢ the Indian’s guard and
plunged his knife deep into Yellow
mwbam,m heart for the fatal blow.
There's only one thing wrong with
the story—it- seems pretty certain
that most of it is fictiom.: - e e
Authority for. this statement  is
James B. Frew of Harrison, Ark,

now z iy WV, Wwas a :
the killing of Yellow Hand, and

JAMES B. FREW |

when he saw the couriers were in -
danger and as s as he was with- |
in range fired at Yellow Hand. The
first shot, according to Mr. Frew,
only slightly wounded the ' Indian
chief in one leg, but the shot killed
his horse. As Yellow Hand extri-
cated himself from the fallen ani-

e

whose -memory of the affair is sup- Mmﬁ%.nmﬁmuﬂﬂbnnwmwﬁmnﬁm
,ported by an: entry his _diary | yefian i~ he body and dropping
writien “onthe “evening d EﬂAo the" und. =

i . s _
£ “Mr. Frew said he=was riding not
e [¥N0ze tham, 50 Yfeetihehind Buffalo
Az poilliab the time. | Fist as Vellow
¢ |Hand7fell, he said™ troops wera-
e | ardered to fire andEdil so. He said

fesd | 1t W2s possible thag¥ddy dismounted

n

Donﬁma T

i
‘chief, Yellow Hand. The F
.Mna ‘escue Rim but we charge

JME" 40 "miles. RS s ; '
H'.Iﬂl. : fa general excH¥ment, but he is
he notation in ihe dairy next|emphatic in deckaring that he would

preceding the above shows that the not have averlooked as spectacular
([ cavalry detachment had camped the |’ duel as that described first by Buf-
aight of July 16 on Indian creek, |7aio Bill's show press agents and
saveral days’ ride in a northeasterly later chronicled entic by

5 au

drrection from old Fort Laramie

L ‘as
other writers,  HE ]

tnot the nﬂamﬁna:MuownﬂHbEm. ie) in b ST »
| eastern Wyoming. . Frew:re- UFFALO- BILL - killed* Yellow
‘[calls it the'troops had resumed fheir wmmw_n all right, and wnmma possible
scouting on the morning of July 17|ihe desth blow was .dealt with a
when the Indians were reported, The knife, Mr. Frew agrees, but the scout
order to the troops to seek conceal- | first 'shot the Indian off his horse,

ment in the ravine was given with then nnowwwa him with a bullet fired

an idea of taking the Indians-by sur- | thron b and th
,.%_um. Emﬂunﬁnﬂvn Bmpnﬁmu_nnwam ..mmamuﬂﬁ Eﬂ.ﬂ.ﬂ De is certatn.
, | ke carried ou e messengers from 3
. Ithe Red Cloud agency, or reserva. |, JMr. Frew in 1876 was a member
‘|tion, appeared unexpectedly, - of compan : nited States

"in a brigade com-l

v
m_“:.nm Indians started In pursuit, 5_ mmnwnm by General Crook, The bri-|

N — Mr. Frew said, and Yellow gade was a part of the forces sen
}|Hand streaked out ahead of his against the Indians that year and
1 band. Buffalo Bill, then chief of was in the field at the time the ill-
tscouts for General Crook, was rid- | fated Custer and his entire command
t|ing in advance of the troops, .He | were slain. At the time of the Buf-
- spurred forward, to.meet the Indjanyjfalo Bill-Yellow- Hand gnjsady. . o - -
= e e =5 ———3 i A . - == alt o "
: L i e = = o d | e 5 y & . B =
troops were!trying to round.up Sit-|ly did not.want to. put a damper jtook Damnwnﬁm at the fair and which _

an it - -3 _hmo_n oy cpina wold e

The entry in the Frew diary re- _.n._.__.mw.%u_...m,qwm..mw th ﬂWwama:m but as Mr. {
garding the Yeliow Fand affair is !Frew diagdoses it, his automobile |
dated July 17, 1876. Edited as t0|husiness was ahead of the town, and !
capitalization. and punctuation, for|ihe venture was not highly success-
which the writer, as a youth of 20, (fy] Hea closed out his business, but

ting Bull and his followers who had
participated. in--the Custez _massacre
and stil were on ine warg:ain.

The Harrison' veteran never has
been particularly interested in re-

futing the . dramatic knife: duel|showed almost a total disregard, but | ha™ fped up 2 small shop in his
story, especially since- the .T_.»E. of| retaining the original, spelling,. the
Buifaio Bill, inasmuch as 1o do so|entry follows: g orders of a select few customers,

who have bought Frew leather goods

would seem, in the minds ¢f many
for many years.

OON aiter his discharge Mr, Frew

hero wershipers, little shor# of sac-
rilege. But the .story has heen.de-
nied before by others and about two
years ago the Nebraska . historical
department, having learned that Mr.,
Frew was a witness, had him send
photostatic copies of his diary to
aid in the effort to check up on the
yarn. . 0 .
H._.Im Iirst time Mr. Frew hgard the

“duei” version of the killing, he
said a day or two ago. was sbout the
time Duffalo Bill started his wild
vest show more than 40 years ago
He then attributed it to circus bally-

_

oo and. decided if the embeilish-
ments would heip the erstwhile

. weat to. West, Plains, Mo., still
following his trade of saddler and
harness maker, and was married in
April, 1878, at West Piains. Just 10
years later he moved to Harrison
and established the Frew Saddlery
company, a concern which aperated
continuously for more than 40 years.

For many years before the advent
of the automobils the Frew harness
and saddle show was one of the
largest establishments of itz kind ia
the Ozark mountain regicon. .

Three sons were trained in saddle
and harness making and during the
Worlc's fair at St Louis, the eldsst
son, Ceorge, now dead, made a sad-

==+ ¥a boost his soys lie certain-

die for a Kansas City concera which

greer. wool worn

frock,

Mr. and Mrs. Frew recenlly -obe

mm~<mm§mw,u5vf€ﬂ€ma&bmm.u.a
niversary.. - . . S

‘Bellhop Jackets’ Are

New Fashion Fantasy
PARIS h.j|ﬂwm “bellhop jacket”

is a new fantasy edgzingz its way into
madame’s wardrobe, Naw scorts and
street frocks have pert liftle jackets
to maich which button up the front
as snugly as any bellhop's.

On= of the smartest ¢? thesa iz of
with a green wool

|
home, and he still takes care of the . _
i
I

R .






