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April 23, 1933,
liiss Louise Stegner,
Omaha, Neb,
Dear Miss Stegner:

My father, A, C. Beckwith, was 48 years older
than T, and consequqntl& the wide gap 1n ages made is such that
a mere boy was not talked to seriously, and a great'deal of
his connection with the heads of the Union Pacific were not
reclted to me,

My father was (supposedly the first) town marshall of
the newly-growing town of Cheyenne, in about 1366 or so; he
decided the follow the road west; went to fcho, Utah, then to
Evanston, Wyo, The Beckwith Commercial company owned stores
at Almy, Wyo., Evanston, Rock Springs, Hannah, Carbon and
pana; also he individually at Echo and Grass (Creex, This
was when coal was very important, IHe was labor agent for the
Union pacific and hired the milners, IUis connection was high
up and he persnally knew Sidaey Dillon, E, E. Dickenson,
and other men high in U, P, affairs, but unfortunately we boys
did not take much interest, and much more unforatunately, we
did not save letters, Ms,, photos, or other things which now
would be valuable., I do not even know if there is even a single
reference to my fatker in the U. P, Museum at QOmaha, It is
too bad that we missed our opportunity. My father knew Jim
Bridger, - :
At the time of the Rock S riggs, Wwyo, Chinese massacre,

when one, two, three of four Chinamen were thromm alive into
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thelr owh burning houses, my fataer was libor agent, with
the only stores (= persequite grantod him) ay the mines, and
his life was threatened at that Gime; I was only a very small
child; some years ago T wrote that up under the title wphe
Defegtion of Hiv and it was published in the flyoming Times
at ZIvanston, Wyo,, but, as I had to use then assumed names,
I do not think the story would be of intepest o you, and
would be considered pure fiction, puring & long life of writing,
I have jotted down & more or less connected series of aapl.y
happen ings, Lui as not a single thing of ynion Pacific meterial
is ingluded, I do not think the wstuft+ would interest you-=
it was mostly my own little expericnoes,

As t0 booke, I have read but Litile on Uy, P, hi story
bui have tried to read extemsively on Utah, some on Wyoming,
and a8 much as I could on the old histories, biographies,
recitals, eto, Conant's History of Viyoming mentvions my father,

and T nave read it, My father was in Eeho, Utali, 1 think 4in

=

the summer of 1868 b fore the road came throughsy then when Zv-
anston was made a division terminal, he noved to nvanston, keep-
in the store at moho and trass Creek Tor a2 whiley he bought from
Zs Co M. TIsy Selt Lake and Paxton~gallagher Co,, Omaha, Web,

I am afrald T will be a disapoointment to you,

<0 uch went ox that was over the head of a 11 to 10=yx
old kid that I ﬁust S&y now, as I look bagk on in, nT missed my

¥

opportualvy,” oince then, knowing what I lost, T have tried to

I'ind out, and jot down whal goes on around me here, and the
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reactions to my immediate enviponment; the physical things
here and that I can reach my limited travel, I try to know,
to write of in my paper, or to lay MS asice coviring 1t,

I have a-number of thos e MS, but absolutely notning of

early Union Pacific days; what a shame, with a fther woo

left cheynne early, to ride up on the advaneing U, P,, came to
Echo in 1868 before the road; went to Tvanston in 1871; rose
highly in wealth from his U. 2, connections, was head of

nine stores (granted the exclusive franchise in U, P, towns,)
once U, S, Senator from Wyoming, until they disqualified him
by saying he :us tapoointed! not elected as required by law--
ete,, etec,, ete,----- and ais son almost a blank,

what a shame,

I am trying now to specialize oo the Indians immediately
about me, their rock writing (see the design on these ltter
heads), their myths, and Utan history.

I feel that in my father's experiences I have overlooked
a big field, UHe hunted, trapped, sold sold, whacked bulls,

did ploneering--~ and the whole thing is almas t a blank to me,

Men have been shot for léss neglect,

T am very very sorry for it all now, and fully know my
carelessness, "We never miss the water till the well runs dry,"
I ﬁissed a great oppodtunity. None of my brothers, nor my sis-
ter ever laid much attention to the past-- took it for accppted

and let is slip between our fingers, Gone. Lost, Too.bad,
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