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| FROM ST, JOSEPH T0 SACRAMENTO BY A FORTY NINER. REprAsan
| | AISTORL
Introduction. , _

Gold was discovered in California in 1848, and when the news reached
the States by the circuitous route around the Horn, the gold fever became an
. epidemic., I suppose there is nothing with which to compare the gold rush which
| tooly place from the States to the Pacific coast in the Spring and Swumer of 1849,
Tens of thousanis of men, some with their families, left thier homes to make
the journey in the face of the difficulties which we would (had it not been re-
duced to history) be inclined to think insurmountable or pretty nearly so.

The distance from the center of emigration to the gold fielﬂs was
probably not less than 2800 miles. By far the greater part of the route lead
through‘a territpry inhabited only by Indians, Between the Mississipvi and the
Misscuri rivers (except in the eastern portion of the territory) bridges were
few and roads uncertain., West of the Missouri there were no bridges and no roads
tut trails, The distance by the trail from St. Joseph to Sacramento measured in
miles was approximately 2200, In time, wkth good luck and conditions, five months.
There was no chanee to obtain provisions after leaving the Missourl River and
every article necessary fot the journey had, of course, to be carried.

Oxen for draughf purposes were generally used., It was claimed they
possesse¢ ajvantages over horses and mules, The animals had, o¢f course, to
subsist emtirely upon grass and water found by the road, and oxen were said to
be better édapted to this kigd of 1life., It was alsc said they were easier to
controi: as horses and muiéé could not be turned loose to graze or at night with-
out being hobbled. The Indlans were known %o be fond of horses but to care little
for cattle and this would tend to render the ox train less liable to atiack by
them. |

These arguments in favor of oxen wére no doubt valid, but would seem

to have little to dowith the dase, as horses and rmles in sufficient numbers were

not available and oxen were used of necessity, regardless of choice.

f?"hiL. NIWLN Bia

-.‘i



Farmers genefally had, beyond their own requirements, comparatively few horses

and mules fit for the trip, but nearly every one of them had a number of steers

broken to the yoke and a larger mumber of steers and cows which could easily be

fitted for service. There were, however, some horse and mmle trains, and scme,

and. probably many of the ox trains had two or more horses owned in common by the
company, Which were intended for scout and emergency duty and for use in ronnd;-

ing up the oxen should they stampede or stray away,

The usual team consisted of three or four yoke of oxen and there were
generally three or four men with each wagon.

The wagon load aside from the food supply, cobking and table utensils,
clothing, bedding, tent and camp equipment, consisted of axes, saws, blacksmith
and other tools (each train had at least one anvil), shoes for the animals,
shovels, spades, scythes, sickles, rakes, chains, rope, firearms, and am::iunition,
five or six months' swpply of tar and grease for the wooden gpindle wagons, casks
for carrying water over dry and desert pl].aces, soap, canflles, linements, simple
medical supplies for man and beast, etc., etec.

On the 50th day out from St. Joseph, my father, in his diary, mentions
the fact that his train had reduced its av ermge load to about 2000 pounds, which
every one familiar with frei_ghting Imows wasg still a he:avy load for better roads
than they had to travel, P

My father, Jbil;i H. Benson, was 40 years o0ld when he started on his
journey t;: the gold fields, with what was known as the Louisa Company, from
Loufsa County (on the Mississippi River) Iowa. Before leaving his home*he pro-
mised hi 8 wife he would keep a journal and make for her some note of each day's
happenings on the road. They had, soon after their makrisge, migrated from

Virginia to Illinois (and éfterwards to Iows) part of the way by wagon amd she




was therefore familiar with camp life, and qualified to read between the

lines of such a record.

The account of his trip from his home to St. Joserh was sent back to
her from that place, and was afterwards 1osf, After leaving thé Missouri, fhe
exigencies of the road were such that he knew the account would only add to her
anxiety, and he sbandoned the thought of attempting to send to her any part of
the diary until after he had reached his destination. He did not fail, however,
to make some note of each day's happenings on the road from St. Joseph to Sacra-
mento. (He made the last 500 or 600 miles on horseback and gained two or three
weeks on his train.) These daily accounts were in the nature of daily letters
addressed to his wife, and cannot be appreciably read or in places, understood

without keeping this fact in mind. ' o

The sheepskin bound pocket note books in which the diary was kept
came into my possession after the death of my mother when I was a young man,
and ﬁhile I had frequently dipped into them, and knew .all- they contained, by
piecemeal, it was only recently that I took them up systematically and had them _
transeribed for my own satisfaction. After doing so, I corresponded with a

nunber of historical societies and libraries, but found nothing of the kind with

which to compare i%, and it occurred to me that the account contained encugh of human

interest and historical value to be of interest to others.

My interest (which may be largely filial) is not more in the record
itself, than it is in the fact, that (amid all the vicissitudes of the road)

he kept it for the 142 days of the journey, without 2 single skip.
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b _:-s':f?\ STATL gst. Joseph, No.
DAL CT Sunday, Msy 6th, 1849.
&‘ounsemd wae teken with homesickness and has been badly in

the dumps for two or three days, and this morning deeided ta quit the
$reip and go back home. This leaves us with fifteen wagons out of
eighteen with whioch we ‘slta-:;:teda. We chartered a ferry bost from sbout
ten otoloock until sun down for ’fifteen dollars, 4= I was oammm
erossing with my wegon it was with the utmost effort that a collision

with a stesam hoat was av&rta&; It missed us by only & few feel and

- the waves neerly capsiged owr little oraft. For an instant, I thought
we were gone, hut the boat righted iteslf, emd but for the shoek,
(which was & resl ome) »no damage was done., All orossed safely by
gun down, and are in camp on the beach for lthe night. We tack in
akout six dollars for back ferryage.
| | | Monday, Mey 7th,
o Today we left the sand bheachk of the Missouri, We antera'd the
bottom with some misgivings @@ it 18 five miles wide snd was said %o
be nearly 1mpasaible. The road was not good, but it was sa mueh
better than we had expected, we all praiged it, We siways praise all
the bridges &nd roads we come over safely. We struck the bluff
which wae not steep &nd went on sbout two ‘mil&s snd camped on & oreek
with two fine springs. I feel better than I have &lnee I left home.
Made a drive of about 'éeven miles, 7
- Puesday, May 8th,

We laid in oasmp tecdsy. Matthews end I walked back to St .4
Joseph to see our old friend, -Tmsend, bsfore he started back home, |
but he had lost no time in getting away, and he was gone, I hope he
may have & safe journey home, and & safe journey through life.

W!‘adnaadag:, Hay- 9th,

Today we repacked, fixed and re-arranged our loading,




|
Dickinson and Flack who left the train some daye agofoﬁ agoount of &
fancied grievance, csme back end reguested to be reinatated, & |
meeting of the company was called and the reguest wes granted without
8 disgenting vate, At night & meeting was ocalled for the purpose of
ooming %o & oconclusion for the march. It was mameimwes resolved to
start tomorrow at 1l o'elook. Flack snd I were sppointed & committee
to walt on some other campaniea and try to form & larger train forr
protaction sgainat the Indians.
' Thurgdsy, Msy loth,

Today et 11 ot*olock we strueck the march, The sountry was
very rolling end road dry avd oroocked. In shout three miles we ocams
-to & smsll run and muddy erossing, Here on sacending the bank, after
arosaing the stream, Mr. ﬁiekinaoﬁ’s team stalled, We took one yoke
of our oxen and pulled him wp. He appeared to be much ch&grinned
that his team hed stslled, He had treded his 0ld team for & green
one in 8t. Joseph amd I tﬁink he raally thought he had & crack team,
&t shout 5 o'0ook we pitohed our temts end herded the cattle on good
grass, Traveled about & miles. |

| | Priday, May 1lth,

We started about 9 o'elock. Travsled on a fine road for sbout
two miles to Mosgulto Creek, Here we found some poor fellows stalled
in the eresk. Wa ﬁaok four yoke of our eattle and put on one extra
yoke of theirs, and pulled them out. They seemad very grateful,and
the leat I saw of them, they were oﬁ thair way. We traveled in s
beautiful ocountry, but rather raolling. Travel;d about elght ;r ten
miles today. Before we camped we oraﬁae& Wolf Creek., The emigrants
had made a good bridge. Gn-aadending the b&!t, Bidkinaon's-taam
stalled agsin. Jim Gordon pulled him out. We pitohed our tents on
Wolf Creek, & half milef from the road, fha eountry is beantiful and

grazing gﬂadf Here we found a new maig grave. The haad.haara gave
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the neme of & men from Missouri who had died of ehale;a-in ten hours
from the ftime he was teken, The weather is ococl but fine,

| Saturdsy, Msy 1R2th,
We laid in eemp today and ozganiaed. iwenty WEZgOoNns were

takan in. Matthews was elected osptain, jn&ezaon wagoo master, We

adopted & conmstitution which I think was & good onme, and the people
gensrally were plesased with it, The Loulsa Company retained its
organiaatinﬁ.aa & unit in the iarger aompaﬁy.
' Sundsy, May 13th,
We broke otmp at 8'o0'clock. IV was & glorious dsy. In about
a mile we osme to & newly made gr&ve. The inseription on the head
board was: “Kathani&l Clark,

dgalZ
Died of C¢holera,"®

In about two miles we oame to en Indian Mission which eonaiste of Bix
families, & trading house, &nd a ehuieh. I* is oondueted by
Breabjfarians. The country is beautiful. After leaving this plaeoce
we met a paar‘fellon from Wissonsin who had loat his feam and waas
going back. EHe had been 25 miles ahead and had given wp, Near hers
was & largé encampment. There were tents &s far as the éye soulid
rgach, A train of thiéty pack mules passed ua, also seversl mule and
-horae.teama. We came about 15 miles from fh& Mission and found an
¢xcellent epring and suffiocient wood, 4 few minutes e@go a man oame
into camp on horseback going baeck hﬁﬁ&. He had been ower 100 miles
out from here, He asaigned no reaaon éxcegt he wae homesick, Some

0f the boys t0ld him he would go homs and go to plowing mm: He seld
bhe was not particular about what he did so lomg as he got hom&. As
we atoppe& for osmp I was told a new man in our frain by the nsme of
Wallen had the sholers. I went to eee him in his tent, He 18 very
eiak. | |




Mbndag; May l4th.

This morning was rainyrand hlustary. mr. Wallen was too sick
to ride snd we iaid in eamp. The Bloomington Ill, eompany was in
St, Joseph when we Were and intended to eross the rive: the next day.
(rhare were in the tmain four of our old Illineia acguaintances, )
.I went baock to 8ee if I ocould meet them, and if so to sauggest we join
traina. I, howevar, did pnot find them. I think T met two hundred
tagona; I met, as I returned, a man gding baock on foot, and also one
wagon £eturning with a siek msn, MNr, Wellen died about 8 o'elock

tonight.
, Tuesdsay, May 15th.

This morning the.aelemn duty of burying the dead had to be
attended to. Here lay & msn whose prospects two days ago were as
feir as any-cf those whe attended his burisl. There were three men
with Mr. Wellen's wagon, his father-in.law aﬁ&,his brother, His
fathazain-lal went back, and young Wallen got in with Mr. ﬁiakinsan's
'wagon. We struek mareh shout 10 o’olock =nd Arave thrﬁugh a
beautiful prairie, with now an& then somﬁrﬁkirta of timar on the left,
We traveled esbout ten mile, and oceme to a small creek, Heres the
Bloomington, Ind, company had cemped for dinmer, Th&rsampany oonaists
of 39 wagons. They have s Methodist Chaplain with them, and do not
travel on Snﬁday. They reported all well. We traveled sbout five
miles further andAfound the Dayton ocompany in camp. They reparted
all well. Mede a drive of about 15 miles. |

| | Wednesday, Ny 16th,

This morning we started out about 7 o'elock. Traveled on over
besutiful prairie. No tié%i. After sbout twelve nﬁ fourteen miles
eame in aight of some Ekirtiﬁg timher, on both asides of the road,
There was no water on the road, Ahout 3 o'elock, Gapt. Olds of the
Bloamington, Ill,, eompany oame np. He reported Bhat his trein was
sbout four miles back. Wem agreed toc meet and joinm trains in the
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morning. That is, to trave;.togethar 88 separats units as long as it

geemed B&at for both eompanies., He reported sll well in his train,
but sald they hed buriesd one of their men this slde of the river;
died of cholera. All sre well, I think, in our camp at this time,
8 o*ecleock, PFiddling and dancing is the smusement of the evening.

_ Thursdsy, ﬁay 17th,

Rode out sbout 8 o'elock this morving. The Bloomington tréin
came up. We traveled shout six or seven mileé %0 & branch of the
Blue River oslled Nemehs, A-h&nﬁjiful atream about ten yards wide,
with roek bottom. The mést beautiful eountry of lend I heve evar
geen, There was-timher gkirting up and down as far &s we ecould see,

I think the oreek is about 75 miles from 9%, -Joseph, It is one of |
thé greateat camping grounds I have seen. .bna man ﬁuried here,
While we were &t the Nemahs we were tol&fua eould mnot find any.uoo&
or water for twenty miles, so we laid in a supply of water and woeod,
but the report was not correet.

We traveled something over twelve miles, and were not out of
sight of timber. I think all well, tanight at 8 o'clock,

| Friday, May 18th,

Thie is & besutiful Msy morning. I went over to the
Bloomington camp. They all sppeared in'gooi heslth and fine spirits,
We started early and in six or seven miies we ceme to three new gravéa
pide by side with inscription &t the head of each giving the name end
regidencs. Thay bad &ll died of eholera in less than twenty hours
from tha—fime—thﬂy were taken. One who has not felrt 1it, eannot know
what 1t means to meet face to face with sigkness and death nndér sndh
sonditions as surround us. We oame in gight of the Springfield eompany,
Two men were sick, Went on shout two miles. There was an encempment '

with ocholera in 1€. After leaving the cre&k we struek & feirly level

eountry for eight or ten miles, smd esme to & small braeneh and some

timber, Timber and water plenty. Before we camped we passed the grave




of an United States soldier. 4 oircumstance coeurred todey which shows

how far imagination ean aarfy & person and furnished materisl for a bit
of ocomedy, along with the tragedy. Mr. Dickinson's pistol scabbomd
had gone inside of his pantalaonaktithﬁnt his knowing it, and hadé made
his side sore, and not thinking of the ae&bbdrd, and trying to keep his
‘mind off the sholera, amd thinking something serious was the matter,

he disgnecsed hls complaint a8 pide pleurisy, He asked his wagon to
stop end teke him in, but before getting into the wagon he unbuckled
his pistol belt, and let the eat out of the bag;_ We dubbed him Dr,
Pleurisy, and tonight we put a bandege over the eyes of ope of the
hoys,'tied @ small ehunk of wood to his leg, amd took him to the
dootor®s tent, and t0ld him the men could not ses elesrly, that he
seemed to have an obstruction in hie step, and asked him to diagnose
-his caseé., He said he was glad we came, that he was doubly pleased

and gratified, first to £ind he did not heve the pleurisy, and sesond
to see us make d--- fools of ourselves, Made & driva—fo&qg of nearly

20 miles I think,
: Saturday, May 19th,

We started out in good time this morning. Found water in
places, In about ten miles same to the Big Elﬁa River, 100 miles from
St. Joseph, The sé%am is about forty ysrds wide, with low wster,
It ecame in some of our wagon boxes a little. Besutiful eountry with
the most timber I havelséén. We taak.dinnér on the east bank, A&
new made grave was near the roasd, slsc one made in 1847, Affer
dinner we decided $0 lay in oemp this afterncon, ¥We mef.herq some
men who 8s8id they had met some men who w&ie éarfying the ihfazmatiqn
that the Indiavs had declared war and the United States troops were
weiting for reinforcements. Plenty of water and wood. The boye
. passed the afternoon swimming and fishing. They ocaught some fish,

but there is so mﬁch gickness on the roed we did not eat them in our
tent,
- 6 -
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Snndaf. May 2¢0th.

We sterted this morning sbout half past seven., After resching
the high land we sew three enosmpments laying by. One of the
epcampments had the cholera and smallpox, jnothér had the measles,
The ecountry 1is beautiful, We ftraveled &ﬁout ten miles apd stopped

to graze. We found é Migsouri ocmpany encsmped, with two men
with cholera, one supposed ta he dangerously ill.

T am sitting on the bank of a ereek unﬂef the shaﬁé of a
cotton wood tree and the breese ias blowing delightfully., I must go
a5 the company is getting ahesd of me, Psassed a fresh grare to the k
right of the road. The day was unuaﬁslly filled with incidents.

One of Wichol®s coms dted, Oooper smd Tools had & fight. We met
three men going back. éhex sould give no reason exaepf they were
homesick, We also ﬁ&t an ox and a mule g&ing'hadk, vo doubt for the
sama-r&asan; ‘They were travaling aft & brisk walk, neck and neck, &8
olase tagether as though they had been yoked, They came within 150
yards of us, and seme of tha hoys ran towarﬂpthem, shouting &nd
cracking their whips, hutlthey éid not even turn their hesds, They

no doubt, had something seriocus on their minds. I em to be guard
tonight for the first time sinee leaving the Missouri. Traveled sbout

40 miles,
Mondsy, May ZLst,

Todsy we traveled in gight of timber most of the time. GCame
tc & small ereek ce&lled Little Rooky. Here wes an enaampmenf whioh
reported the Indiena Ieré hoatile, 6ne report had come that five men
hed been killed and forty wagons ﬁurned. Another report was that
fifteen wagons had been burned and the men teken prisoners. We fell
ip with 8 company of 21 wagons which made a}propatition to.travel in
oompany for mutusl protection. After erosging the creek we passed
a fresh grave, heesd-board gave the name and residenee Louisville, EKy.
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Here we atopped 1o graze, and all firearms were loaded and preperations

made o resist attach by the Indisns. After traveling about five miles
we pagsed two men with & wagon and tin yokes of ocattle from Soott Qity,
Iows, The eattle had given out amd they intend to sell the wegom and
oxen, and buy mules amir pack, The train uhieh was in camp &t
Little Rooky came up. There ere now shout 80 wagone in our train
whieh makas quite & ﬁaraﬁe;, to say nothing of the dust, The water
wes tolershly plenty on the rosd, &nd some timber on o-ﬁr left, We
pessed 8 dead horse, We saw the firsi &ntelaue today, Oamﬁezd

one mile ta the }.aft of the prineipel rced, We have ex‘hra guards out
end are eorralled in the best menner to resist sttack. We sllowed
the animela time to grasze., They are now (7 a*clock) ail in the
‘eorrsll whick is made by érra:nging the wagons in the PéfiFédiilf
form of an ellipss, leaving & guarded opening at ome end. The FHkkié
tongue of cach wagon is tied to the hind wheel of the wagon in front
with & log chain. Captein Metthews is first in command snd Ceptain
0lds of the Bloaﬁington Compeny seecond, 8 P.M. The esattle seem

%o be contentedly, settling dowmn for thé nigh‘h.r | This ia good -

for with sbout 80 tonts and 600 hesd of ataek,. in the correal, there
1a no room for parading whiech I feared the eatile might take a

netion to da.
' Tuesaday, May 22nd,

This morning wes disagreesble. A cold wipnd in the north,
#e met a man whose train had camped fifteen milea shead., 7Their
eettle had run off, They hed found some but were still ‘out sixty
head. In about 15 miles we eame to Big Sendy, The water is nmot
rumning, bhut is found in holes. We took in moﬁ and water, and

camped sbout two miles from the? craek. This was the first dsy sineé
we left the Missouri that we did not pass ohe or more fresh gravaa.
Wo met a man going back who said that & men ip his eanmpeny had
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ecoidentelly shot himself, and he was taking the news %o his family,
We travelsd sbout 18 miles. We traveled all day armed and eguipped
for attack, and ars corralled same &8 last night, and have extra

gontinels out.
, Wedneaday, Mey 2%rd,

This morning was oold and the wind blew from the north. The
duat 1is feny bad,. Waeter plenty on the road thia efternocon and'ohane&a
for oamping good. In about ten miles from the Big Sendy we struck
Little Blue. It is sbout 25 yards wide and skirted with cotbtonwood.,
Todey we pessed two fresh graves, one man had died of oholeras and
the other wes the greve of the men who hed shot himself. Traveled
shout 20 miles. We are corralled the same as the last two night s

and have extra guards ouk. '

3til: cold, Moved out early this morning, Game on sbout two
miles and found & man with 8 broken deown wagon, fhe captain &nd his
trein had left him. Seven, however, out of the aompany weited far
him, and he mede arraengements to Join in with & men whe hsd lost his
team, After going & little further we came to a grave, The hegad
board gave the name of a man from Missouri, age 23, We had some rain
this aftarﬁo&n which laid the dust send made 1t mnaﬁ pleaasnter te
travel., 4About noon we ocame to en encampmant of U, S, Troops, They
say th& reports of the Indisn depredations and atfooiti&a wuiah.aze
afloat are all false and that the Indians are poaceful and no danger
of diffioulty with thém, This is glorious news as we had traveled
for three days equipped for battle with them and &% slept by our guns
at night, and this meana more physiesl and mentsl strain then the mere
statement of the fact would indicate, They also report that they have
met 3500 to 4000 Wwagons and that they think some of them have resshed

‘Fort Leremie by this time. We are 81ill going up the Little Blue,

Bometimes on the bottom snd sometimes on the high land, Travsled
about 18 or 20 miles. =
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Fridey, Mey 25th.
This murning'the‘wind was in the west and véry cook, We did
not meke mueh of a travel., Wind blew dead shead with grest faree,
end the dust was hlinding; We came to a train which traveled very
slowly and no chancs of péssing it, We met & small party of U, 3.
troops going to PFort Ebarnay.‘ jhoﬁt sun down we pitohed out ténté.

Graga is short. -
, #### saturdsy, Masy 26th

This morning is blustery emd cloudy. 4bout 10 o'clock we oame
%0 the head-wsters of the Iittle Blus. We érasaed and stopped to
graze. This is said to be the last of the wateras ef the Blue. and
said to be 55 miles from the placem where we first oame to it, 4s
we lay in osmp not less than a half dozen treins passed us, mh& gress
ever ginge we came to thie river has been short, The old érass has
not been burned. This aftersoon the Burlington; Iowa, company

paased on to eaﬁp sbout four miles shead. Two Piddlers sre going in
7 our osmp. I saw two anfielopes this afternoeon,
' sunday, Mey 27th,

This morning was clear and cold., 4ll well end in good aplrits.
Moved out in good time. Traveled on &baut four miles and ocsme fto &
emall oreek, After ardaaing we found the Burlington company in camp
for the &ay; All were well. In a short distsnce we ocame to three
more ocompanies, Hnthingﬂiﬁ partiedlar took place. No timber, and
water only in fain ponds, T™wo antelope were killéd by men in our
eompany. £Antelope meat is sald to be delieious, We expest to try it
ouraalvéa in the morning.‘ We traveled about 20 mil&s,_ We are now

near the Plette and I think all are wall
Monday, May 28th,

This is a besutiful morning. We heve Just finished bresakfast
and the dishes are washed. We tested the flesh of the antelope and
pronouneed it better than venison, I am nuu,sitting an one of the
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knolla of the Platte and have an extensive view afftﬁe bottom and
bluff, I have Just counted fifteen trains of wagons. It iﬁ now
balf ﬁast 8ix A.M. About one mile from camp we got ﬁn the bottom
of the Platte. It is level snd sandy. In ebout twelve miles we
- came to the rivef. It is about aa muddy as the Miaaouri. Rapid

current and Shsllou banka. No timber on the south aide, Grand
Ielend is the river, is said to bhe fi1fty miias long. About six
miles further brought ue to Port Kearney. 1t is on‘ths level
prairie. mhe—huildinga have sed walls énd very flat roofs, It is
& new sfation. We cemped in less than & mile of it., It is said
to ha'25ﬁ-mil&s from 8, Joseph, I went into the Fort amd was in
the Sutler's storae. It:is builf of sed wslls; xoof covered with
poles, brush and s&é. Dirt floor, and very muddy, ‘

The emigrants £ind they are too heavily loaded, Meny of them
are doubling teams end are leaving part of their wagans. They are
offering wagons and supplies at amy priee they will briﬁg. I saw
one advertisement poated: |

10Q 1bs, of Flour 50 eents
100 lba. of baaon £0 ocents
100 1bs. of dried beef 5O cents
The boys brought two antelope into camﬁ today,
| Tuesday, May 29th.

Got & fairly early start. After five or six miles of heaxy

hanling thraugh low, wat land, we eams opposite the head of Gr&nd
‘Ielend, The river, is, I think, & mile wide; sandbars and little
tow heads all through it. No tigﬁr at all on the south side.,

This affernoon I sew two featherbeds that had been thrown away;

meet and beans were strewn all elong the roai. We traveled sbout
twelve or fourteen miles today, and csme opposite some will&us on the
islard in the river, The water that divides the meinlana from the
igland is but & shallow slough. We waded for wood, but found only

willow switches. Camped near tha faot of the iﬂlan&
-11-




Wbdqe;ﬂaxg Mey 3oth,
Just before day we had constdersble rein. Wes lste sbout
startlng. Mr. Niochols Went to an encampment and bought & fine wagon
for §10.00. Seild he thought ke could haeve gotten it for $5.00 but
414 not have the faos to offer leas then ten. He left his on the
road for fire wood or any use that might he'ﬁade'af it. I saw sbout
250 pounds of good bagonm l&ft'nn the road, fraveled about 12 miles,
| Thursday, Mey 3let.
This morning is disagreesbla, and very little wood, After |
going a short distance we came %o what hed heen an enoampﬁent. We
saw here where the woodwork of severszl wasgone had baen burned-and
the iron left, This is the first place I have ever heen where wood
wasg unrth.um;a-than iron; where & plece of wood as small as your
hand would be picked up, and the whole iroms of the wegon left. I
saw three men today who had burned their wagon ani were going baock.
They had sold their tesms and the wagons weré of no value except for
fire wood. Wood is nearly out of the question on the shore snd
little on the islsnd. I packed a little armful of hrush and bark
about three milea againet & hard west wind end rain, The wagons
hed gone sheed of me, Today we passed one dead ox an&.une dead mule,

fravelsd 16 or 18 miles.
Fridey, June lst,

This morning I was awakened by the sound of & rooster orowing,
The first impression when I opened my eyes was that I had been
ewekened frem & dream. The rooster is with the Bloamington Gomgany.

We started 2 little after the Bloomington eompany this morning.

Mot aix wagons - {raders with skins, ete. This was a day of soenes
of sbandoned property: items too tadious to mention; stoves,
#FEE blacksmith tools, wagona, aoaking utensils, proviaions of
every kind were strewn all along the road, Camped about & half

mile from the Bloomington company mnear the Platte? XNo unod
fraveled 18 or 20 miles.
-12-
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_ Saturday, June 2nd
This is & plesssnt morning. Started out about 6 e*oloek.
Traveled about 18 miles, Came oppasite & small grove and &

beantiful little stream and camped. This wes the only chance for

. wood since we aame to the Platte six daya ago without picking & little
Sk ariftwood or cutting willow switohes, We found any guantity
of good ash wood., Mr. Toole %?t his deg nf'whiah he was very fand,
Ruffuer and Palmer, twa of our company, counted 22 buffelo op the
other side of the river this morning, asnd left the train to wade
the river. They heve not returned now, 8 o'eloek, tonight,

Sunday, June 3rd.

We decided to lay in camp tcday. We were up eariy and it was
& busy dsy, easting off bows, throwing away paeks, boxes, lids, ete,
eto., sunning end washing elethes, _

The oompany is eonai&ar&blj disturbed econcerning Ruffner and
Pelwer. They started yesterdsy morning sercss the river for buffelo,
acd have not yet returned, It is now mm sun dawn. Things of vearly
gll desoriptions are seatf&red around the oamp to‘he left in the
morning. I am going to bury = quantity of lead and mm mark the
plagce, peradventure aome of the company may travel this road again
and call and get 1t. 9 o*telock, @Grest rejoielng. Ruffmer end

Pelmer have just oome ipto esmp. -
_ : Mondsy, June 4th,

Ruffner and Palmer hed some sport and some hardships, They
croased the river safely, ‘In'scme placea, however, it eama.ta their
erm pits, and they had %o earry their guns and ammunition on their
hesdg., They fell in with & eompany of five men with horses whé had
orossed sbout the seme time., They did not proceed far before they

eame near the buffslo, and by keeping soncekled bahind the hills,

ot within forty yerds of them. The seven men &ll fired et onece and

brought onme buffelec te the ground, Ancther went about thirty yards
- 13 -
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end fell. They took 21l the meat they could get slong with. They hed
no provisions and had to lay out all night, snd cock their meat with
gress, In the morning +they proceeded up the river, and msde three
attemﬁts tg eross before they sueeeeded. The firat, the river was
too deep; the seeond, they fot into the guiek sand and lost all of
their maeat, but the Songueas, which they brought with them, Ruffner
s—lsd lost his gun. They finally crossed about six miles 4abmr& the

oamp, Thaey reported seeing s thousand buffelo &nd seversl deer and
anteiope end two elk, ' )

In passing en=this_morning we came to sn sbandoned wagon,
The man had died yaesterday of prostration after having had the '
cholers three weeks sgo, We passed the junotiocn of the North and
South Platte River today. Treveled about 18 miles I suppose.
Camped on the bottonm uitﬁ,running'taxer. but no weod, The eountry
is the EEE:; we have seen since we aame on the bettoﬁ.

| Tuesaday, June bth,

This morning while at breaskfaet the eamp beceme exeited at
the sight of a lot of bhuffselo running from the river, acroas the
bottom, & string of men on horseback after them, These were the
firat buffslo we had seen, although four were killed sarky this
morning in the hille near our camp. I went to ome and out off a
mess of meat, The hnft&lo were nuﬁhrnua today, = They cculd at most
ell times he seen running over the hilla, ; o

There is a good deal of diarrhuea;in the camp, It is said to
be the forerunner of cholers, and it neturslly ereates no little
apprehension. We passed one tent with & man siek of diarrhoes who
was expected to die,

Walie we were grazing this noon we eoculd see the teams fording

the river sbout & mile away. I should think there were two hundred

Wegone. We reached the ford and wagons were taken in &as fast as
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they eame up, We &ll cerossed in two hours by &auhliné tesma, The
river is about one hslf mile wide, and about two feet at therde&pest.
Current ragi&.. Here we saw the first f Indians since we left the |
Miesouri. We passed 8ll through the Pawnee CGomnty without seeing
- &an Indiaﬁ. There wera guite & number of them here, with horses, all
bright, fina loocking fellaowse, very friendly, shaking hands with &ll
thay met. As we were re-arranging our tesms afterferassing the
nmnt@huﬂhuue%wonmeyuna=Mﬂduumauw.

The Indians put out on horseback and the next I asaw was & white ieman
who had traveled neer ne today on horssback, She led off at full
spead. Several of our men Joines in the ehﬁé& on foot. Some who
hed not seen the woman stert thought her horse was rumning awsy with
her, In & short time they came up to the bhuffalo, and begsn running
araﬁnd ‘them, and shooting on sll sides. I was told the woman got the
first pistol shot at the game. They killed héth and cur boys wha
were in the chase on foot, gof &l)l the meat they wanted. The maumxx
women passed us in &bout &n hour with a If Lot of mest hung to her
ssddle. I saw her husband when she wes in the chase, and he appeared
to de fary proud. They &re from . Louis, This crossing is & new
‘ford, and I thizk is about fifteen miles from the junotion of the two
rivers, There is $lf plenty of grass on this 31&6. We pitched our
tent a short distence from the ford, and are now 1n'eamp on the west
8ide of the south fark of the Platte. There sre & good meny Indians
in eamp, ~ trasding moccasina and.skiﬁs. They live in a villesge about
two milas away. It oan be seen from hers, Traveled gbout 12 or 15
miles todey. ﬁh&ra is plenty af‘grass on.thia side, but no wood,
| | Wednesday, June 6th,

We hed several showers during the night. Carey is guite aiék

of diarrhoea. We started out guite late. In two miles we came to

the Indian villege. I think there are about 200 huts, made mostly
' ' - 15 -
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of buffsle skins, fThese sre made round end large 4t the bottom,

with poles from 20 ta 26 feet long, soming together st the top.

I should think they have a thousand horses. They seem to be |
passessg& of the neeesaities of life, and to'hekecntente& and happy,
and I eould nat help wondering what they really thought of us bull
wheekers, with our sssumption of aﬁperiarity trudging slong (going
somewhere) at the rate of a few miles a day, We would not trade
places with them for amything in the world énd they would not trade
® with us. Some of the emigrants were treding with the Indians for
buffele robes, & good robe for a pair of bresches or a peek of beans,
It wee unfortunste for us that we had thrown away all our besans |
before we got here, It wae thought that a diet of besns waes bad in
cholers time, and we oaat them awey, About ten or twelve miles from
the ford we crossed the divide, I ﬁuppase we' are sbout twenty miles
from the fork, The grasing is the best we have seen on the road,
After rea&hiug the bottom of the North Platte, we kapt on the e&ge
of the second bottom ahout a half mile from the riier. We pam some
teama on the other side of the North Platte, We counted 80 hesd

of cattle rumning wild with hesds in the air as if frightened, We
cften hesard of aéttle stampeding hﬁt thesge are the~first we have seen,
In looking down the river now the bottom sppesrs to be literally |
oovered with esttle, but there is plenty of grass for all, Traveled

‘gbout 15 miles, Camped without woed,
. ‘ Thurﬂi&y, June 7th,

This morning we started out about 6 o*ecloak, There is
consideratle sickness, Carey 1s still confined té the wagon,
He ate a little gruel this morning. In ebout two miles we overtook
the Boubedeoux company. They have-an ademeter and reported the

d1stanee from St. Joseph te the top of the bluff was 432 miles, We

treveled on the bluff shout tem miles, then descended into the bottom
- 16 = |




‘ ] of the North Platte. Here in & ravine we found & gréat gquantity of
buffalo bones. We é&mpeé on the bottam after getting some wood out
of the hills. | ?ravelaed about 20 miles, |

' | Fridsy, June 8th.

Thie morning ell the sick seem to be better., Carey is getiing
elong. BSterted out about 6 o'cleck. 1In &boul six -milea we came to
some agh trees on the road, and inm sbout three miles further came to
a smell grove of eedsrs. We rode on m miles further =ndé cams to &
fine spring. This ieg the most delightful spot I have sean since we
reached the .wate.rs of the Platte, Here is & fine spring and near by
& lot of hlﬂ:ﬁ:l:ttll wildé roses, a];so a good ohanae for wood a&nd grazing.
Now, at noon, we are sbhout nine or ten miles from the last esmp. Ib
a Bhort distiance we ocame to Ash Hollow. Here we found some traders |
living with the Indians. | They have six huta, They have white
wolvee trained for do.ga; The fraders osll it 130 miles to 140 miles
to Port Laramie. ¥k #e sarpad five niles from Ash Hollow,

Good water, grsss and wood,
: Saturdsay, June 9th,

This is & _?old rainy morning, and & gloomy ons for me.
Carey and matthe#s are both very sick. I weht about three or four
miles to another ocimp and got a da-ctd:n to oome and see them, |
Owen 18 also getting very wesk. I gave the dootor fwa five frane
piaces for the trip. ;Te stored the siak in the wagons as comfortably
a8 poesible, and about 10 o*oleock struck the mark, At 1 o'oeloek
we came to & grave where the bedy of a young man had Just Yeen laid,
He died of sholera. Hié train had stopped s few hours to let him |
die and bury him. They atate two otherse in theilr train sre siock.
The eompany is :Efo.m Missouri., At 4 o'oclook we had to stop.
Hatth:au.s was getting worse. 'Ahout sunset I went to another osmp

and found = dootor. He ouzme &nd left some powders to ba given to

bim hourly. I eonsider his case very serious, The doctor Fifls
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also left medicine for Csrey., Robinsom, Palmer and I will take

turns watching with them tonight. I have not spent another suoh
& dsy on the road, my two mees'mét&a both dangercusliy ill.
Phyeieally I am feeling tolersbly well. The doctor declinmed to
ascept axnything for his ¥rip or for the mediocine elthough I urged
him, Aots like this help te soften the hard places in the road

and;in our hearts. D ien
: Sundey, June 1l0th,

This mﬁrning is ehilly &nd damp, We stored Metthews and
C8rey away in the wagonr ag comfortahly as posaible, Matthews is
some better, 4About & mile after we started we oame to two wagoms,
and here was a diatressing gight, There was a mean desd in & tent
and another man in thﬁ same tentrwho I think is dying. This is &
distressing time, as there is aickness %o & aonsi&eraﬁl& extant
in pearly every train. It is now about 1 P.M. - 8nd & very sandy
road so far today. Mét & mdil oarrier and thﬁ&e wagons from
Salt Lake, Eh&irlrapcrts of the road are favorsble, 1 saw threa
atoves thrown sway tcdey, and a dead horse. The boys killed a
blaock tailed deear and the meset was fine, .camped‘an the first
running tributery we have seen on the Hdrth Platte., A lone elm
tree ocan be seen on the left sbout MM & half mile from the road,

Traveied about 13 miles.
e Mondsay, June 1llth,

Last night was & rough one, Thunder storms eeme on & littla
after dark yith & very hard 'w&stér. blowing down most of the tenta.
Wo held ours down for over a helf hour with the rein falliné in |
forments, We made out to keep Matthews tolerably dry, Cersy
orawled into the wagen, After the storm was over there was not a
dry blanket, I laid oﬁ a wet quiltjwith a wet buffalo robe aver me,
but kept tolerably eomforteble, After driving shout ten miles

today we came tc & grove of pines on the bluff, Here We Crossed
- 18 - '
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another small tributsry, and about three miles fur-'bhea-xE oame to the
edge of the segoond bottom, and found a good Spring. At aupper
Matthews ate some orsckers and taa, and Qarey stood up to the
trough with me, and ate & bit. Travel&d gbout 16 or 18 miles‘
| Tuesdsy, June lzth

Phis morning 1s ocokd and windy. It rained sonsidersbly last
night. (arey ate some breakfast. Haélhnwa is gatting better,
Jim Mangham, cne of our campany, was teken with oholara. Aftér
traveling about four miles the train had to come %o & stop. He was
gatting worse, 411 attention was paid to him that could be., The
dey was rainy-an& cold and he was past reeovery. He died éhout
8 otelock, He wae a lﬁwyar from Georgia., To me he was the most
interesting man in our tzsin, well inforﬁs&. kind hearted, had ﬁ

gense of humor, and was a fine fellow on the road, I nsver heard

an unkind or unclean word pass his lips. I shall miss him very mueh,

Z:Fadnasday, June 13th,

Phis morning was cold. We laid Manghem away as decently |
as we eould, After the buriél we sterted. After traveling sbout
& mile came to & camp with one mean siok of eholera, 4 few miles
further was another sick men, ANeut 10 o*clock we came to the
Court House or Chureh as it 1s ecalled. I am mow sitting beside it,
It ie a large msass qi s&and stone, It.has mueh the appeerance of a‘
large state house with a dome on it. The walls look nearly
perpén¢ieular with something rasemhiing columns on the west, They

gay 1t covers ahout ten acres of ground. It is two or three hundred

-feet high. In a sbort distance from it standa & small one,

regsembling, from the rosd, a large store house. I was pot near ift,

-but some of the boys were on it,

We ars now, (5 P.M.) in sight of Chimney Rock, It is said te

be about twelve miles from the Court Housee. Fasaed & greave on the left,
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Msn died of cholera,  We are now camped sbout two miles esst of
Chimney Rook. .HO wﬁo&. Traveled sbout 14 miles,
‘Thurseday, June\l4ﬁh.

This 18 & ¢old morning, Wind iﬁ the north, ALl the giek |
appear to be getting hetter.;‘Started out about & o'alqck. I went
to Bee Chimney Rock., It stends off from' the bluff sbout 200 yards,
I should %think the 't;ase aovers over an acre of ground, It is 3 |
said to be sbout 200 feet high, It iz & msas of sandland clay.
I went on the base part of it.: From there it is p&rp&ndieular;
It sppesars to be oracking and decaying away, The tower is covered
with nemes. About 100 yards awey is & aald’spring. Timber oan he
geen in the bluffs five or six miles awsy, We havé not had any
wood for three or four days exeept seraps 'and & few ehips picked
uwp from the cesmpe. We found dmiftwood here in a eove in the bluffs,
We passed two daad cattle lying within ten feet of sach other. |

Traveled about 15 miles,
. Friday, June 15&th,

Thia morning we got & lLate start, Here is & place an artist
oould use his pencil with delight. I tﬁink 1 have never seen such
beantiful soenery &a the hlnffa-gfesent. They have the sppearance
of an oriental city with mosgues and,maﬁsiOBB in every shape and
size, The trees on the top look like men on walls. Iz about eight
mileé we came to & sgriﬁg in a passage in the hluffé. Here 1is a
blacksmith shop and trading homse. We travelsd ahouf 20 miles,

| ‘ Seturdsy, June 16%h,

Started off in good time, Soon came to Horse Cresk, Fraom ;

the ecreek for four or five miles we rods on the bottom. Géme‘t@ &

beautiful rumning streem about nine or ten miles from Horse Creek,

Good chanoe for campimg all along. Traveled 20 mileé, I think.
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Sunday, Jupe 17thk,

It is a beentiful morning, Traveled eight or mine miles,
end the road came to the river, Good grass 8nd some treea here,
While grazing hera I was'ealled t0 witness a most inhumsn sight:
It was the most revolting thing I have ever seen., An Indien hai
been buried, (=ss they esll it) in & tree. Some'of ths emigrsants
hed torn the body down and seattered th&lbanés far rods around,
the rotten flesh still elinging to them, There were four buffalo
reobes &nd two blankets, heads, deer skiﬁs, end a.n@mher af other
things, which had heep buried with him, &1l seattered Sbout with
the bones, I rather fteke my chence with that hesthen Tndianm
then with the ghouls that socattered his bones. Came on about
five milaes to Laramie Fork. Had tec block up fhe wagon heds ta
ford it. Camped near the foxﬂ. Here wa can see the flag of
Fort L&famie and aén see the tréins from the north side of the
Platte ferrying over at sbout the meuth of Larsmie Pork, There is
plenty of wood hera, but grass is searee. Traveled ahdut 14 miles.
I have to stand gusrd tonight, :Z |

Mondsy, June 18th,

This morning ome of the boys was Biek snd not sble to travel,
and we had to lay by. I went tc the Fort. It is small; the walls
are fifteen feet high with two openings, with strong gates, It
ig built of chunks of snn-dried mud, It is a rough, forhi&ding
‘place, with nothing to redeem it so far &s looks is concerned,
Hear the Fort is en chiu company trying to sell part of its property.
They are going to double teams and leave helf of ‘their wagons,
I am efrsid they will have & hard time gelling anything. ethers
here are trading their cattle for mules, and are going to pack,
4 number have already burned their ®agons. Bacom, salt, ter, gugar.
elothing, herness, and suppllies of every kini are scattsred about.

There is wood emough hers for fuel, and they

ssem to burn their wegons
-21-
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for pure eussadness. Beocause they ocannat sell them : they seem to be
determined that they shall he of Do use to &ny one ekse. If the
shandoned wagons were left intset they might be of use fo p&ssing
emigrante or some ome else sometime. The road seema to bring out
the worst there is in some, 8nd th& hest there is in others,
What a gueer lot of mortels we are, I declare. The Fort ié on
nabamie Pork, & besutiful atresm. They say afar 3000 wegons have
passed the Fork. This means atxlaést 20,000 head of animals,
and I ecennat heip:f&eling enxious s&bout feed, for we are in & dry
country end short grass, end & long resd before ua.
muesdsy, Juve 19th,

Left Fort Laremie this morning. Rode out esrly, TUp to J
12 o'clock I saw fha ruine of foﬁr jaéons and one horse cart.
Saw from onme thoussnd to two thoussmd pounds of hacom seattef&d
along the road; elothing, boxes, barrels, teols, ste. We sre mnow
slevén-miles from the Port., It is windy and dusty tr&veling;
road sandy and gr&ss Shnrt; In & few miles we osme to where the
road laft the river and aeé&n&&d the hill, The hill was deseribed
as having one turn which was very dangeroﬁs to pasmse, The wagons
pessed over and rever knew where it was, In going'uP'é hollow
we came to & wWarm spring; weter claear and tast&d well, GSoenery
besutiful, This afterndon a shower fell and laid the dust, We
camped &bdut three miles from the warm spring. Near the sﬁring
the two roala from the Port eeme tagethar, fhis afternocon T
counted six shandoned wagons; 8saw eight étoves. two to thr;e
thousend pounds of flour and bason throen awsy, snd perhape did
Bot see one helf that was on the road. What was on the other x
road I camot say, but very likely éslmndh. Traveled 18 miles,

| Wednesdsy, June‘aoth.
This merning we are 21l folersbly well, and got off in gaod
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time. Aftsr §reveling about four miles, we came ta Doad Timber
creek and kept-on it sbout eight miles, orossing several timesf
It is & besutiful stream. Destruotion of proviaions eentinu&sf
I should think e half duﬁen wagons &nd half _’a‘fla,aan stoves were
left, We passad the grave of a young man ffom La Porte, Indians,
Exeeilent wood aﬁd water, Gamped on Horse Creek, 45 miles frem
Fort Laramie. TravdLed,‘I think, about 24 miles, s;m one mule
and one ox tﬁrn&d loose., The grass is‘shnrt.
' ! Thursday, June 2ist,

This morning was eool and all tolersbly well. We started
aut about sun rise, &s the grass was ftoo short to sfap for the
ususel herding. Toole broke sm sxle tree, but one was obtained
from an ahanddne& wagon, and we had him rolling by 11 o'elack.
Abandoned wagons, stoves, provisions, ato, aeattered.all along the
road, This was & dsy*s travel in the Bladk.Hills, & successions
of hiila and deles. Grass thin and short, Cattle have mot half
enough to e&t. Cémp&& on Box Elder Greeﬁ. This is 8 delighiful
gtream; grass thin snd short, Traveled shaut 17 miles, We saw

one grave, The man died of cholera.
o . Priday, June 22nd,

All well but cattle hollow and worn, This morning affer &
mile or two we struck the Red Hills eouhtrj. Some of the hills
in the distance have the appearanoe ef‘blazing firea, We travelsd
in one oontinuous eloud of red smoky dust. This aitérnaon the roed
was good but no chance for grazing. Saw fhe wracks of twu'yagona,
one dead mmle and one desd ox, Caﬁp&d with plenty of woed and
water, but grasa short. Herdéd all night., I saw today the fifst

toad with tail and horns, It ressmblied & turtle more than a toesd,

Traveled about 19 miles,
: : Saturdsy, June 23rd,

Still dry end dusty. Traveled a few miles and oame ta some
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men in esmp from Scott Gity, Iowa., We struek the pPlatte agzin thie

efternoon, Left it eighty miles beck. Came fto Deer Creek,
Grazing véry'paar.ﬂere we found the emigrants erossing the river

in wegon beds, rafts, omnoes, ete. It 18 25 miles to the reguler

ferry., I understand & man &md 8 mule were drowned here today,
The-céuntry seems to ba covered with eamps, but little for ths
cattle to est. This is very discouraging, as We haye passed
ovér 8ixty miies of rough eountry and mnot helf emcugh fqedf gur
oattle look very ba&l& and are getting lame, Here we found the
Ploomington Iowa ocompeny eroaéing; also thé Red Rock company.'
T think 500 wegona are within five miles of this plaoce.

Traveled shout 16 miles.
: Sunday, Junme 24th,

Phis is a busy dsy, fixing wagons for ferrying, eto.
We lay in camp and sacked our elothing, threw away our haxés.
lead and some flour; trimmed over our bhacon, We left twenty to
thirty pounds aof it, We hsd previously lﬁft 260 pounds, also
800 pounds of hreed‘stuff. Qur aversge load is now about §
2000 pounds, Here were frunka, boxesa, lead, hamen, iren, M¥

soythes, eta, scattered about,
‘ Mondsy, June 25th,

St11l dry but coecl with west wini. Started out for the
upper ferry, and scon osme- to anether ferry. BSome emigrant had
dug out osneoes and fixed three together to ferry over the wagons,

The cattle swim, I sew & number of boats of this kind, After
& couwpeny has cfaased, it sells the bosat ta snother oomﬁany.

These ferry beats sell far thirty to forty dollars each, I was

told one man was drowned at the srossing this morning. 'HB came to
Mud ereek. It is & rspid stresm, - Saw parts of tuo*iagans and
three deed oxen, We cemped in &.lll soattering grave of eatton-
woods on the bottom, Grass short but the bast we have hed for &

week past. YWe took in three stray oxen teday and left one of ours
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that wes lame, Traveled sbout 15 cr 16 miles. N |
: Tuesdsy, Jume 26th,
Travelad out in good time this morning. Came to the mﬁrman'
Perry about 10 o'elook, and went intoc camp faf our turn,; Some of
the boys went up into the mountains to see 1f they could find any
bear, The Mormons esaid there were plenty of them, but before the
haya-re&ched the top they were caught in a terrible hail storm,
They succeeded in hiding under some projecting rocks, but got fe;y
wet end cold, They said the ##kf# hail leid three inches deep on
the ground, The ferry boat eonsist of three cances fastened
togethar, with two plenks onm each side running lengthwise far the
wheels t0 run en. This will esrry over one loaded wagon, The
cettle swim. Théy charge $3.00 & wagon. They oan take‘in $100.00
& day for eaoch ferry.  There are tem G£ th&m. They can buy all)
kinds of goods and tdols for a song,  They ﬁill leave for Sslt
Lake zs soon as the river gets fardéhle, wnrich they think will be
in shout three weeks. They say it is a beautiful country shout
Selt Lakea. Thay alad gsay there is & mail roufte from Salt Lake t.‘o:
the Stataé now in operation, to run through six times a year, The
river benk hes the appesrance of a town with the encampments,
Condon and Trask traded three yoke of oxen, their wagon and &antents
for three horses ard ers gmg to pack. I think they will have &
bard time as the horses are siready thin, and they have a long road
to travel., They say if is 380 miles from here to Sglt Lake, We
found tolerably good grazing threea or four milesraway from.eémp,

and drove the ocattle to 1it,
' Wedneadsy, June 27th,

This morning we started ferrying aver the river, A1l got
over safely and camped on the west benk of the river. One yoke of

our oxen etrayed eway, I am to stand guard tenight.
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Thur,aclay, Juns aath.
H& reselved to ‘nrefa.k the train up into smaller units on
acgount of short grass, We may come together agin and we may unot.
ISQme of the boys started out to hunt for the lost oxen. The trein
moved on &nd csme to & very sandy rosd for five miles. | Phe hardsst
travel we have seen on the emtire trip. The bottom is filied with
glkali alougha’ Sew two desd oxen by one ei these ponds tcdag.
Tha ponds are' said ta be poisonoua. The last cattle ware found and.
osme up at noon. Heore we left the Platfe river. It is ssaid we
will see it no m;ure. Weo passed seven desad aattl& this afte:noen.
It is thought the ea'l:tla died from drinking alke&li water, The
ponds ere white with what they ecsll salarstus. We camped and found
good grass one mile from the raad, but no go.dd; water, Used sage
brush for fuel. It snswered the purpose very well, Will herd
our eattle all ”n:l.ght. Travelad I think about 15 miles.
Friday, June 29th,
This morning wss dry snd warm, ©Our cattle had plenty of
grese last night, but have had no water gince we left the Platts
- at noon yesterdéy. This is & day of distressing seenss, as We have
had ta go through 'the worst country I have ever seen. No grass or
water. After traveling about four or five miles we osme to a dry
eresk and a4 mineral spring, but the weter in the spring was saicl to
be unheelthful, I found water running in & creek below, but 1t was
80 impregnated with alieli thet we did not let the cattle drink,
80 we hal to trevel until about 2 o'elock befare we got wa:l;:ar
making over & dgy and night without water, fThis is s sandy, raoky,
barren country with no appearsnce of grasé eXoept along some alkali

streams, and it is extremely hot to-&ay. From the time YAl we

Started this morning we saw desd gattle all along the way, Just




after starting we ssw fonr yoke ell lying dead n&arwg wagon to whieh
it appesared they had been hitohed., We came to a,ﬁpring and stopped,
but there was no grazing. We aame on sbout two and & half miles and
found good water, We went on sbout three miles from the spring in
the dark and aamﬁad without gress. I counted twenty-four hesd of
dead oafitle today, and ona weagon ﬁartly burned; tools, ete. thrown

away, This is one of the most distressing dasys I have seen.

Travel&d about 25 miles. _
Seturday, Jube 3oth,

We started this morning befare sunrise and tried to find
grass, Travaled sbout tmn-miles and found some good grass &nd
stoppéi to graze, 1In five miles we came to & beautiful streeam.
From there we X traveled through & sandy, deserty place, &8nd an,
alksall region, We had a small showar and the.earth gmelled like
eah. Saw sevénte&n dead oxen and one-dsad horse; one wegon burned
UPa Gémp&& on Sweetwater river apposite Independence Hoek, This

is a rapid stream ebout twenty-five yards wide, and weaf er running
up to our wagon boxes., It is said to be 804 miles from St, Joseph

to Independense Foock, Traveled 16 miles,
Sundsy, July lst.

The -tesms hevwe gone on. Mr. Fleok and I had = euriosity'to
see Independence ank. ¥e aré both on it now. It is now 8 o'elook
&JM. This turtle shaped rook, I should think eoversg eight or ten
agrea of ground &nd is about 200 faet high. Thousands of nameg &re

carved on it, Some date ha&k aa far as August 25, 1845, and heme
ué have an extsnsive view of the neighboring mountsains, This roek
is on Sweetwater boitom and level lend &ll around it, ,WB passed up
the river and in shout ®ix miles passed through to the Devkl'a Gate.
This is a out through the mounteips, with the rosk on both sides
perpendioular, and I should think four hundred or more feet high,

The water runs through like a mill race, meking & dangerous erasﬁing.
' | - 27 - |
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We osmped ebout two miles to the laft sbove the gate: Saw one
abandoned wagon near the gate. thia I think is thaifirst gbandoned
wagon we have seen on the road some part of whlaeh weas not destroyed.
Our hearts were delighted &t finding first rate grass. gur cattle
are running down very fast for went of feed, &8 they have not had
enough to satisfy fb&m more then four times since we left the Fort
twelve days ago. The bottom here is &bout a guarter of & mile wide
and thek grass;- songmiderable &lkali in the water, but I think not
enough %o hurt the cattle. On the left is a besutiful sight of
snow on the Mounteins, I would think it sbout three miles away,
‘but I am told it is nine or ten, We pascsed five dead oxen, |
Mabthes is quite sisk with something like eholera morbus. Took sick
night befare least. Traak and Gordon stayed behind at tﬁ& ferry
to rig out for pa&king and have not yet come up, Toole &nd Cooper
stopped at Independence Roak to try and reeuperé#e thaeir cattlae,
and prchably will not ecateh up. Two more sbandoned wagoens this

side of the gate, Traveled eight miles.
Monday, July Z2nd.

This morning was quite cook. Rode out early. Destruotidn'uf
propsrty still esontinues. Sau'thrée wagons partly Euﬁn&& Baeon,
| meat, skillets, ovens, shuvels, huakets. eto.. sirewn aleng the rosd
Pagsed eight dead oatt%;. Trask and Gordon came up at noon.
Camped two miles up the river. Found good grass snd plenty ef
driftwood, Saw three dead hafses. Trask and Mullen went out

hunting. Killad en entelope and dragged it into camp, Traveled

1li miles,
‘ Tuesday, July 3rd,

This morning was cold enough for owrcoats, Had a delighfful

mess of antelope.Tragk and Toole took breakfast with us and pro-
nounged it fina. It consisted of biscuits, coffee, dried apples.l

bacon &nd vewmison, &ll my own eooking. After rolling about 2 mile or
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two up the river, we came to &n encampment whers propsrty of
considerable value hed been left. One wagon left by & man from
Vepdelis, Tlls., had & writing tacked on it. "To emigrant wanting
wagon, teke it, but do not degtroy if not takent“ This is & man
after my own heart. Here was left & bgrrel of good pickeled ybie
pork, a lot of groﬁnd parched carn, mesl, bard bread, bacon end “
things too pumercus to mention, & little further wes a trupk with
& number of srticles. A4 lame ox was 1eft here, To the left oan be
seen snow on the mouﬁtains. Trask snd Gondob sterted op their
pack horses. We psessed ten doad oxen, Came %o the river and
cemped one mile below the ford, Graszing tolerably good. (
Wednesday, July 4th,
This was & cald morning for the Fourth of July. Ice froze
ip our pans one guarter of an inch thick. Phe emigrents had not,
- however, forgotten the day, The enmampmént was very extensive and
as the sun rose, there waa!a fusilade in e#ery direction. No one
could estimate the number of’éhlrges fired., 1In some cffthe camps
anvils were fired. I understand a:ationa:were delivered in some
of the ceamps. We stuck ocamp, 8nd in one mile erossed the Sweet
"Water three fim&s. Here the mountains ars perpendiculér on either
side of the river; 1 saw one east iroﬁ cook stove in good order
oast away, and & ﬁumhegﬁaf other articles, = We oanped at noon
on the Sweet Water, 'vI think there mus+t have been st least twenty
enosmpments within 2 mile to & mile &nd e half. Counted elaven
deed oxen, today., Traveled about 1i miles.. ’ *
| . Thursdsy, July 5th,
Started out garly this morning. In about five miles eamerfo
what is oallad Ice Springs. Here the ioe is found mot more then &
foot under the turf, The ﬁater is pure and sparkling, but tastes
atrongly of alkeli, The vallaey is about 200 yards wide, The
- 29 =
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sountry today has a differemt eppesrance, The reuky peaks are

mostly bere, and the hills are gravel and sand, Some bettsr chano&
for graess but it is thin and we have fo get hadk from the road two
or three milea to find it, (the grass near the reoad is everywhere
grezed down to the roots), but get the cattle there snd they will
411 themselves, if given time emough, Csmped on the Sweet Water
about 2 otolock. The forest is one of the most hesutiful sights
I Lave ever seen, The mountaine sre covered with smow with spots

of green intermingled, which makes & delightful ocontrast, They are

complately ocspped with white, At home wa would think they were about

ten miles away, but they say they are forty or fifty miles.

Traveled 17 miles, Ssaw twelve dead oxen, three wagons, basan and

other supplies left by the road.,
_ Friday, July 6th,

#ihkd struck camp snd in sbout three miles we orossed the
Swaet Water &gtin. Here was & village of Snake Indiana. I saw

& wagon outfit trading four yoke of cattie , & wagen and contents '

to the Irdiens for five ponies, They are golng to pack from there
on, Up to noorn I saw six wagons burned or torn to pieces, Paased
eléven dead oxen., The number of desd aattle-aeen by the foad does
not indioats the-numher abendoned &8 most of them wander aswsy to
die or survive as the case may be, Mull and I wandered awsy from
the rosd a short distenae and fouﬁd some hesutiful roses, &1lso some
wild gooaeharri&s end & few ripe strawberries, Our hesarts were
delighted to find & patoh of good grass in & little vailey pear the
raoad, which, strenge to ssy, no ore had discovered. We went into
camp &nd drove the cattlie to it, eand will herd &ll night, Cool
water and sage biuSh for fuel, Grass is getting ea searée God
only knows how those ten or fift&en deys behind will meke out.
Saturdsy, July 7th
Soon after moving out this morning, we came to two large
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banks of snow., I am now sitting on ove of them, &nd have washed my

faoe and hands in it. Wa_aré now in the south pess &nd ere locking
out for the summit.  crossed the river for the last time. Saw the
grave of & man froﬁ Missouri, age 66, After traveling aﬁout 10
miles, we passed the Twirn HNounds, snd went ihtu‘aamp, gnd foumd
some falr gress about two milies from the rasds, There are & large
number of camps here, and snow on either ai&e.‘ Passed nine desmd
oxen todey., I would sasy the Wind River Mountéina are appropristely

nemes from the way the wind sfruck us teday, Had the heaviest

wester®' we have had on the rosi.
= Sund ey, July 8th,

This is a eold morning. We sre surrounded with snow in every
direction, The Wind River Mountains sppear to be closer than they
were yeosterdasy, The higher we get the more delightful they eppear,
a8 they show the white and green more brillisntly, Rode away sbout
9 otelock, I &ﬁ now, at 1¢ O'clock, in the south pass on the summit,
The ascenf was gradusl, I turned my eyes back toward home and bade
ferewell to tha Atlantie side of the Rocky Mountains for a season,
The descent was talerahly'hrisk not not necessary to loock the |
Iheale. The summit is said to be 9¢Q miles frem S%, Joseph, Two
and e helf miles from the summit we esme to the Paelfla Sprlngs
wheme the water is running to the west, The Spring is cslled
"Pacific® es it is the first water on the Pecifile Side It 18 &

minersl sp@ing and said to be healthful. Here were sOme men

digging = grave for a mén who had died of mountein fever, 48 we

were thinking we had gotten to one of the most haalthful;apﬁts in
the world, surrounded ﬁy smow and ecooling heslthful atmosphere, we
passed four graves in less then ten miles, After traveling about
ten miles we came to good grass. Camped end turned the ocattle on

it, We passed today, nine;&ead cattle, three stoves, remnants of

seversl wagona, baeon, besns, etc., atremn &2long the raad.
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| | Mondey, July 9th,
This is & beautiful morning, The csttle are laoking good.
They ran at largs through the h1ghf without guarding, oﬁntréry td
our ususl custom, Our cattle have heenllo@kiﬁg better since we
geme to the Sweet Water, exocept one of my oxen, which is foot-sere,
He is shod but I think thera must be something piereing the quidk,\
a8 he is qnité lame, The rgad 1s good but hard on the cettle. It
is gravel &nd sané.' it noorn we ceme to the fork in tha roa&,rone
going toa Fort Hall, and the ether te Fort Bridger amd Salt Liske,
It is saiﬁ the out-off shortens the distance te Port Hall eeventy
miles, hu: there is a barren strip from thirty-five te forty miles
wide, without grasa or water, T think ter to orne take the cut-off,
We decided to take the iongeﬁ rosd with better ehances for grass
end water. Traveled on &nd ocome to Little Sandy. About 4 o'cloek
we eampeﬂ‘. Hed & delightful pet of scup frumAaﬁ antelope aome of
the bays héﬁ brought into ¢emp this morning. Carey said it tasted
like home. 4 company ocamped near us from ﬁount Eose; Iowa, They
said they-erassed gt Couneil Bluffe on the 13th day of May.f They
are goiog by Sslt Lake, I d4id not keep aecount of the deéd oxen
today a8 the wind was,'as it has beer for three days, dead shead
- end blew the duat like clouds, so I keph off the rosd as mueh 88 I
gould, I was told twenty-five hesd of dead oxen were aounted in s
half day's travel, Trsveled aboul 18 miles, I havé been much
disappointed in the water df the Rockies. Expected.to finéd it pure,
but most of the springs are vefy mush imﬁfegnat&ﬁ with minersl and
s1keki, Alksli still makes its appearance &along the streams,
Tueadsay, July’loth.
grossed Little Sendy this mormving., It is 25 yerds wide and
two feet deep, muddy and repid, The raeﬁ to Big Sepdy is level end

good, Distance about eight miles. The land is gravel and sand,
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but there is considerable good porcupine gress im apofs, Big Sandy
is about fifty ysrds wide and two feet deep, Traveled from here

eight miles and eamped and found some grass & mile from the road.

Praveied ahout 16 miles, .
: : Wednesday, Juiy ilth,

We started out in good time this morning, &nd in a&bout ten
miles we eame to Graen River, It is not fordable, There ars two
ferries, one conducted by thé Mormons, &nd tha.other by some men
from Iocwa. They oharge $2.00 a wagon, Befors the Iowans had set
up this cﬁpostion ferry, th& Mormong had sharged $5.00 & wagan,

We crossed with the Iuﬁans. They have been here sii daya, They
expect to leave tomorrow, :Th&ir'oompany has gone on, Théy had
built & boat in one day, It is Bafe for one wegon. The river is
repid end tolerably clear, 200 yards wide and abouf ten feet desp,
They say tha river has fine fish inm it. We crossed all our wagons
ovér safely before sumset. It is laid-to be 150 to 160 miles from
here to Salt Lake, Four mules were drowned yesterday at the ferry,
Thursday, July lath;
Started out early ftoday. On the uplend we found some SthB.
~ef poroupine grass, but found ﬁo grass &t noon, Travﬁied ngarly
25 miles through dust end masquitoes and came dn to the Blaok Fork
of the Green River, The fork is seventy yarda wide, We swam the
cattle to grass on the';ther gids, #s there was nané on this siie..
garey and Flack are very sick., Passed one grave tolsy,
| | #ridsy, July 13th,
Carey hed & very bad night vomlting énd was racked with pain.
I shept but littie during the night after he had expressed the-heliéf
that he would not #ff##f recover. This morning he is a little
batter, but still with higﬁ fever. VWe stored him away in the wagon
as eomfortably as possible, In sbout seven miles we came to Ham's
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@ork,agtraam_as yards wide and 18 inches deep, elaar\and rapié,
Good crossing, Two miles further we oame to the Black Fork of the
Green River aéﬁtn. This is not fordsble, It is éo yards wide and
four or-five'fe&t’deep. We traveled on fn}hahout nine miles and
cemped. As there was ﬁo.grass on this die we swam the cattle to the
other éida for feed. Traveled today ahout 18 mil&s.
| Saturday. July 1l4th,
We got an esarly start today. The eountry for elght miles
fraom the river is a deserty piace ﬁith,numeroua mounds ocomposed of
\graval and small stomses, The mounds are bérran and of various shapes,
After eight miles the eduntry'hears a better appearsenca, the hills
mostly covered with gress, We came in sight 8f Port Bridger and

camped, Traveled about 20 miles, :
: - Sunday, July 1&6th.

I went to Fort Bridger this morning., It is & trading posf.
ocoupied by two men. One man, by the nam&.@f Sublette, a Frenchman,
from St., Louis, has a white wife; the other is Bridger, a squew-zsn,
He was farmerly ef Hichmond, Virg1nia. He has been trading 28 years,
He claims he is John Tyler*s sister's son., ‘There are & number of
squews and Indians here, The Indians &raAtha 2K Snakes, The Port
is situated on what is éall&d Rushing Stream and it is ﬁot mis-namad,
Phe water appesars to be run right from the smowy mountains, The |
h&tt@m is large enoughjﬁo feed thousands of cattle, It isrsaid to
be healthful, The land hes the sppearance of being fertile, but
these paople'have pot 2s muech as a garden, The Fort is built of
hewn cottonwood loge, Several houses and:a store, I saw ftwo hogs
and some checkens an&'onis. It is said to be lll’milas from Fort
Bridger to Saltf L&ke. said to be 1027 miles from St. Joseph,

I left here & lefter to you to be sent by the msil from Salt Lake.
Peid 35 eents pastag&. They expect the meill tomorrow, We lay by all

X

day, This would be a great plage far reising stoek; good grass,
plenty of water, no fiies or mosquita&s- - 34 -
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FORK, & stream 25 yards wide end 18 inches deep, &nd olear and rapid, Good

gro
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Monday, July 16th,

Our cattle look well, Started for Selt Leke, Quite ooaltand
light showers, but plenty of good graess and water, ‘Trav&l&d oﬁ the
old Mormon trﬁil mo st of the way, Traveled ahout-la miles,

| | Tuesday, Juiy 17th,

Traveled through & rough ocountry, end in about ﬁen niles céme

to the Bear River where there was a large encampment of Snake Indians.

Also Bome Utaha. The Indians are bright, intelligent. good looking

fellows, but emell of atsture. They are very friendly. I should
think there were & hundred hnta, built of dressed skins on the same
plan as the Siouz, The children de not seem to be in any way
frightened a% tharsight of white men, They have & large number of
good horses, of as good shape &and size as you will see snywhere,
Cne fellow hes & temperance medal he wears, and gave me signs td
Bh&ﬂ'that he knew what it meant., ZThey are fond of dresaing and
painting. Thay wanted to trade far hickory and flsnnel shirts.

They use bows and arrows. Their arrows are feathered and pcinted,

and they shoot them with.great agouracy, BRear river is about forty
yerde wide and three &nd e half to four‘feet desp, repid and the most
diffiocult streem we have had to aross, It puts one to his wits ends
to keep his feet under him, the raoks-aie 80 ilippery and the current
soxm rapid. In about five milés from the river we came to omne of the
best and coolest sgriﬁgs We have meen on the rosl, Good grass on the
way. Ceamped threa,miles west of the Springs, Fiﬁe grass and plenty
of water, Sage brush for fuel, Some Indiaﬁs,brought in some
antelope.whiah the boys haught; We met three Mormon wagoms from

Salt Lseke, They gave favorahlé aacaunt of the grass snd rosad,

They zsay 1t 1s & grest grazing country, Their horses run eﬁt'all
winter. They said 1t is #ffié$ againsf the lew to feed stock carn

&8s man'might suffer for it. Their stock seem to be fat,

Traveled sbout 16 miles, , - 35
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Wednesdsay, July 18th,

This morning is quite cool. Carey and Flaeck, who have been
piok, appear to be better. In about two miles we came to & large
lodge of Indisns, I should think there were 100 huts, Some of our
boys treded with two Indians for five guarters of antélnpa. They
gave them.; eommon butcher knife and some powder and lead,

Praveled today about 19 miles{ Thursdsy, Juiy 19,

This i2 & ool morning. Frose io0e one half ince thiei
in our wash pan, but the.vegetatioﬁ is 80 acolimated to such
weather, it was not damaged. We traveled on orossing e small cresk
with sateep banke & npumber af timea, About eleven miles from camp
brought up to Wx Webber River. Tréveled on about four miles, The
ford is fifty yards wide, two and s half feet deep, It is a
delightful olear stresm, and sppears to be running right from the
Snowy Hnun%aina, whiah have been in sight for many days, There 18-
more timber than I heve seen this side of the mountains; It is
nostly cottonwcod, It raaemhi&a queking sap, Camped oﬁe;half
mile below the ford. Travaled about 17 milés;

| | 'July 20th, Friday,
It ie quite ocool &gain thise morning, Carsy and Flsck appéar
to be getting better. Carey has been muoh:diaoauragad. ¥atthews
seld he told him yesterdsy that he was afrsid he wes gding to ddie,
but he is in better sﬁirits this morpning.Both have been confined
to the wagon for more than a week. The rosl was up a hollow today,

-and was of the raughest we have had on the trip, Crossed the

Camion Creek five times, ®raveled 15 milea, Ruffuner lost two
of his best oxen this evening, Died of hollow horn, Mstthews

was taken gquite siek tonight,
¢ e . Saturday, July 2lst,

This morning Matthews i not shle to travel, and we laid by;

The boys killed five young eage bene, We had a pot pile baked in s
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duteh ovem, We passed the day in washing, ocoocking and writing,
We are nou'!ithin 25 miles of the Great Salt Lake. Several of-gnr
cattle are sick with the hellai\heru. I lost one of my best. The
nights are oocl, MMNM but this muzniﬁg 19 very warm.
' Sundég, July 22nd.

This morning ¥atthews wase able to ride snd Carey is better,
Passed mm on up the hollow and erossed Cannion Creek five times, |
In about four #miles we left the oreek and passed up a deep nsrrdw
hollow, well akirte& with gueking sap. The trees are covered
iith nsmes of emigranta. It is now aﬁouﬁ 11l o'oloak, I @m on the
summit in view of the villey of the Great $f# Salt Leke and the
sarrounding territory., It is a besutiful sight. The high pesks
of mountains are-éavered with sknow and the lower ones with green,
The sscent waa not steep but the descent for aAmile and & half was
very steep. Had to lock two wheels of the wagonas. The first who
had traveled the resd must have had a rough time of it, as it goes
through thiok small timber and the stumps have mostly been pulled
up by the reots by the looked wagone as saome have heen todsy.
This has E&an the roughest road yet, but we wemt through safdly and
camped in & small velley. We have any quantity of goed caol apring'

water,
, _ P Monday, July23drd,
One of Flack's oxen was left to die, The road vhis marning

led over a low mountain. We had to double tesms inp erossing the
surmit, It is one mile of heavy hauling. After passing ovsr the

summit the desaent is very steep and we had to lock both wheels,

It is & rough road, eroselng & oreek meversl times, 4t about
noon we oame into the valley of the Great 3slt Leke in 8ight of the

City of Great Selt Leke. We pasaed through the eity, ocrossed ovwer
the River Jordanp and camped ove mile weat of the efity,
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mu&Bda&, July 24th,

This wae a,great day for the people dn this vioinity, mhey

were ocelebrating the second anniversary of their entrance inte the
velley. 4n immense smount of work and emergy had besn expanded in
prep&zing for the cdlebration, There was & ocannon salute at Banriae.
The marching hegan early in th& dag. The proecewsion was lead by a
band of twelve pieoces, then came 24 young men all dressed in white,
repreéanting'the wards &f the eity, osoh carried a bsnner with
ivseription, some as follows:

"United We Stand,™  "Zion of the Lord,™  "Iiberty emd Truth,"

"D the Martyrs,® "God snd Liberty," "fruth before Gald;“
"Come all who love the Truth." “chfiatian Kingdom,"
"Irgth will Prevail.”  “Hepe.®  "Peith." "Charity,®

Next ceme 24 yauﬁg ladies dressed in uhite,“with 7 waite romes
around their.hea&s. They loakad very eharming. Theﬁ earried 2 small
banners, first “31cn of the Lord." second, “Hail to the\Ohieftian.
?hen came 24 old men, or Silver Gregs. a8 they were aalled - Then
follal&& a large compeny of psople. Eh& young men and women sang
hymnes as they marohed. All marah&& to the bower, (oar bowery, &s it
i8 osllad), and the piaa& of the oeremonies, Thia bower, I think

oovered sn area of 50 X 150 yards, There wers 2 fiag poles, ome 100
and the other 50 feet high. They‘all marched asround the bowsr with

the band playing, the Neuvoo bell ringing, while the cannon and small

f sasrms were fired to the tumne, the people ehouting , “Hozanna-ta
God and the Lemb™., All merohed % ﬁn&a:*th& bower and were

seated, The 24 young men were seated on the right, The &) banpers
borne by them were struck in the eide poles in the aisle. The young
ladies were meated on the left, and the Silver Greys 1n'frunt with
staff in hand and ribhon omrn top. £11 joined in singing a hymn,
with ohorus "We are the True Bﬁrn Sons of Zion,"
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!hn-prug:am,!as_aameuhut as follews: Pirst, piayef,.thnn musie
by the band. The 24 young men presented the ﬁ&claraticn of Independence
to,Ereaident Young, &nd it waes reaﬁ by the Glerk. Three oheers,
"May it live forever and ever," The Clerk read & bymn tec ba sung
by the 24 young ledles. They arose and sang eharmingly. The (lLark
reed & song to he Bﬂpgrby the 24 young men, A speech was reasd by
the glerk to the 24 g Silver Greys. They stood with staff in hend.
The speech wsas in substance the story of the settlement of the plaoe
two years sgo, and of the perilous Journmey across the plains and
mountaina, He said,  “£et us prove tc the people of the United
States thﬁt when they drove us from smong them, they drove the
bravest of their sons &and warmest friepds." Several oheers were
started by President Young and joined in By the compsny, standing,
saying, "Homanne to God and the Lemb, Amen."™ A song, "Preecious
‘Liberty"” was read to end sung by the Eilvaz Greys.

John Young was celled upon. In his apeech'ha-said the mantle
had fallen off of Joseph's ghonlders and fallen on %o Brigham's,
as from ¥lijah's tem Eliaha'a. He spoks in strong terms of
"Liberty" and samid, "Pemn the man who shall try to rob us of 1t "

He spoke feslingly of the fortitude, endurance and heroism of thﬁ
womer, eepeocislly the mothers with,ehiliren 1n arme, who bere thefr
double burdens threugh,jand cheered and enocouraged the men,
Mr. Bulloak resd a—poém, rode to Liherty“. After seversl others
had spoken, President Young was aall&ﬁ,uﬁen. He spoke with a full
- elear voice, He said two years ago at 4 ot aiaﬁk they enteréd the
valley. He was by all odde the faremost of those who apoke. He is
of a cemmanding presenee &nd impressed me @s being a strong man,
Dirner wes next, ALl marehed in order toc the tables of
their wards, Strangers were invited to Joip in the march to th§

dirner, It wes estimated thsat 6000 to 8000 took divmer. I should
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think 200 emigrents took dinner with them, A1l were urged to sit
tn, I hesitated Put did so after twoe urgent invitations, The
ta&les were spreed with the grestest plenty snd in taate‘and
guantity not to be exocellied. “

After dimner the flsé bearars all marched out and the
different ocompenies formed with the band in front, maroking srcund
and eingiﬁg , "We &re the True Born Soms of Zion". 45 they marched
they were saluted by cennon and emell erms, thafﬁeaple shouting
"Hozenna ta God and the Lemb™, Ehey‘méreh&d under the bower and
fhen the toaats begen., There were & number of toasts, some serious
&nd some ludiorous. | |

Horsce Olausen was ealled to the stand %o tell the “Ysankee
Gountry” story. It wes well told. James Ferguson wae oslled op to
tell a story on mansgement of women. Brathar—ﬁxmstreng send a song,
"0ld Adam". Mr, Pratt wee oslled to the stand and made & epesch,
in Ihioh.hd,spok& with warm terma of the progress of their faith,
Spesking w#s going on whan I left, and it was sald thers would be &
pumber of entertainments in the city at night, I was greatly
impressed with the epirit of buoyaney amd ietérmination whiok seemed
to pervede the #f§§ throng,

4ds I walked awsy frem'tha hat&r,.I turned and doccked baek,
There were more pecple iexaept emigrants and Indlensg) 200 %o 1 |
then T hed seep sinee I left the Missouri River, Where did they
come from? How 4id they get here? I pineched myé&lf to meke sure
thet I was not dreasming, T have seen tablea get for probebly 10;@
or more, but haze;ware\fahlaa for thousands, But the greatest marvel
is how they could, in sa short a time, yruﬁﬁae in a desert, the
variety of food atuffs with which the tables were spresd, Men de

not gether vegetables from sage brushes or ceriels from éaetns.

The seeds, the tubers, the reots, the fculs, the pigs, the aheep,

the aows, everything, from whieh thig abundance was produced hal to
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&ll be transported & thousand miles or more over gueh roads as we
have traveled. Even then, how ecould they in sc short a time with
g0 small & heéinnina. have produced so much, It secems incredible,
I take off my hat to those who planned and éxeeuted it.

I will try and give a short sketoh of the oity %o the best of
my obeervation. It is situated in the valley s&bout two miles from
the mountaine st the foot of & low bluff, The land gradually

descende weat ahout two miles. Then it is somewhat flat for a half
a mile to the Wiver Jordan,  %he river rums from Uteh Leke forty
milea south of the city. It is about 40 yards wide and deep water
of a bluish ocast. The oity is said to cover an arag two by four
miles, It is nearly sll epolosed and in eultivation, MNoat of the
sireets are one-half mile &gart, at right anglea, Iram informed
the plat provides for additional etreets to be opened later, Ths
housea sre mostly omall and mede of brick dried in the sun, oailed
&dcbe, dome of them are built of logs. 4 good meny of the pecple
are Iiving in tente, and some in aavered wagon bhoxes, The streets
arem very wide, Seversl sreeks run out of the mountains, Pron
these water 18 condueted by ditohes along and aoross the'streeta.
It is a delightful eight to ses the beautiful olear water runniné
rapidly through the sireeta, snd can be tsken in every man's &oer.'
The water is eoniucted into the fialﬁa to nourish the ezapa.
a8 they have no rain hara in the summer., They think they e&m raise
&ll kinds of vegeta¥ien equal 4o the States. In faot, where the
ground is rich the orops are very flauzishiﬁg. It looks 1like a
garden, Many of them tend in the same field.r In the northwest part
of tha aity is the old Port., It occoupies lciacras of ground, ' The
wells snser for a fence, 8o it is &ll, or nearly all, in eultivation.
The little old huts form a part of the wsll which is bduilt of sod

and elsy, These houmea are a&ll coceuplied, They have three mills in
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cperation on onse oreek. Their timber is in the maﬁntains snd bard
to eome at. One stone hnil&ing of some size is in pregress. It is

intended for a osounall housa.
The population of the valley is estimated between ten and

twelve thousend, The eity is 24 milea scoutheast of the most
prominent pﬁint'of the Greet Selt Lske., I asm informed, end
creditably, too, I think, by William Féirly of Montrose, Iowa,
who has a father-in-law in tke oity, that the spiritusl wife dactrine
is believed in, and polygamy 1s praetioed.
| Wednesday, July 25th,
We lay in eamp toﬁ.ay. Matthows and Mull are still siek. |
We sold some bacomn, riece, an& coffee to people from the oity.
Caerey traded with the Indiens $f#¥ for a horse, Flack took his
teem and wagon to an Indian encsmpment six milés away to see if he
cauld trsde them for horses, If he susceeds, he and the others
with his wegon are going to ﬁank. He bas not returnmed, 8 otelock,P.M.
| Thursday, July 26th,
We stsrted out early this morning, went into the eity and sdld
some fleur, bacon, ete. One mile morth of the eity we csme to Warm
Springe, It i ax @ vérg atrong spring snd forms a pool ahout twenty
feat sguere and fifteen inches daep. The water is elear aﬂ erystal
The boettom is covered with pebble atonas of a delightful greenish
) hugh. The water is strong m of sulphur and is ssid to be healthful
We nearly all tock & bath, When you first get in the water 1t is
unsomfortably warm, but aftef a minute or t!b it is delightéul.
I could not help contrasting it with bathing in the old chesapé&ke
Bsay, whe:e‘thé water &t first was too cold, We gave Matthews and
Mull s bath, We laid them in the edge of the pool, their heads an &
pillow of pebblas: sovered with a hlanket. We rubbked them down and

then left them to sosk, They both expressed themselves as feeling
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much better., I halieva they did, bﬁt_I could not hafp sugpecting that
a part of tﬁe satisfaotion expressed was to mske us feel better for
our trouble. .

About two end s helf miles from the Warm Springs is a hot
gpring gushing out of the rock, It is too hﬁt to bear one's hand in,
Tt is strongly impregrated with sulphur, We orassed the stream
flewing from the spring some distence héleu, and it was amusing to
see the cettle jerk up their feet. We cemped in sight of the leke,

We travsled shout eight miles froﬁ the eity. The mosquitces &are
very troublesome in our tent for the first time. One of Graves®
oxen gtrayed awsy snd was left., rhis leaves him with only five

oxen, and one of them lame,
Priday, July 27th,
We took the bottom roed todsy and in a short distance oame to

the beach of the laka, The beach i1s eaused by the overflew of the

" 1ske in the wet seasaﬁ of the yesr, and as the drsught prooceeds, the
water falls baek leaving.the beach dry. The bemsh is from 1 to 3
miles wide. The fall 18 30 slight it-appeara to be perfeotly level,
We stopped to grasae and Ruffner and I started to the lake to teke & |
bath, We came near & place whioh appeared to be boggy, but saw, a
ghort distanece to the north, a place where we could get in cleun.

As we traveled towerd it the water seemed to reoedea, or it appearéd
sloser at some other point, We went on for & mile or moxe and ssw
an ox standing in the &&ge'af the water, in what seemed to be & bend
&f the lake. We could see his shedow in the water, and thare were
scattering brush and bushes near by, We wént on some distanee and
eame to the oz but no water, and the brush and bushes we had saen
were scattering weeds and bunehes of grass. ¥hen we looked baok

it appeared that we had come through & part of the lake, We had

seen the mirage from time to time on the rosd, but for nearness and
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distinetness, nothing to approach this, énd until we eame to the ox
we did not suspect the illusion., I think i1t would fool anyhody onoe,
The train traveled on snd soon eame to Cummins, Thinge |
looked qﬁit& flourishing here. I got & mess of pgas'far {en oents,
Two mlles further we oeme to Q-areak and oamped., Traveldéd in aightx
of the lake all dey, The greater portion of thé land is sandy, and
there is not sufficlent weter to supply & one faurth of the land.,
Netthewa is still eick. Traveled about 15 miles, |
Saturdag, July 28th,
f We got a fairly early atart, traveling in aight of the Lake
for ejight milea, The valley, I think, is from ten to twenty miles
' mlde from meuntain to lake, The roed toc Weber river is very sendy |
and heavy hauling. Therelié & stretoh of about twelve miles without
water, The grasslhas the sppearanee of a ripe harvest field, They
aay the stock winter on it and keep fat, On the Eaat side of the
river neer the ford is s settlement of éix femiljes oalled Brown's
settlement, Brown is from Augusta, Iowa, He has a picketed fort and
& blacksmith shop. It is eingular how the oattle stend the heat here.
Wa have hadrsama'€s warm deys sa in the States, but we have not seen |
sn ox with his tongue out yet, We camped three miles from Brown's,
This is the last setilement wé exspot to see, Traveled about 15 |

miles,
: Sunday, July 29th.

This is & codl morning. Matthews begins to stir a&round soms.
The report here is that Oaptain Walker'®s company of Missouri had
killed two Indians on Bear River, and had ftsken some horses, and that
the Indtans, four hundred in pnumber, are agsasambled onm the roal at
Box $i& ¥lder Hollow, sbout twenty miles shead of us, waiting to
atteok the passing emigrants, We fell in with two large eompanies

and treveled together for mutual protection, We orossed several
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1ittle branches of good water this foremoonm., Abount sunset ecame to a
fine apring'uith.plenty of water, We &ampé& here, Travelaed about
15 miles, We traveled all &ay.arma& and equipp&i for battle,

We are mow in ocemp m five miles from the place where the Indisns are
Baid to be assembled, As we went into samp three wagons applied

%o corral with us, 'Ewu of the head men of the wagons were'much

alarmed, The thizd. a Dr. # Bvine from Brownsville, Ba., is =
very interalting middle ag&a man, He wag s partner iv a mule train
and had taken sick and wanted his train to go by way of Salt Lske,
but the rest of the company over-ruled him so he: left hie son with
the teams and went with one team and two men by Selt Leke. He said
he was very haspitably treated. Whem it was known he was;aiek
gevaral of the head men of the tuun ealled on him._ That Young with
gome other men afterwsrds came with their aarriagés and taok him to
the lake fuenty-four miles west of the city. He desoribed this as
being & beautiful place, The lske, he says, has & besutiful white
sand bottom; that the water is so strong of salt one ean #5545
float about sitting or iying without any effort, He said the
M&rmgéﬁ'intenﬂ to build a splendid house out thﬁre for the sccommo-
detion of visitors apnd a rajilroed from the eity to 1t. Great
impratgments are aontemplated there, They intend to send, after
harvdgf, & number of mer to expiare'the'heqt and shortest route to
the Pacifie. We are now, 8 o'elook, coralled in the bweat way to
rasiat atta&h. We have extra guards out and every preosution has
been teaken. -There will be little sleep in camp tonight, ﬁe have,
howsver, had so many rumors on the rosed of hoatile Indiaﬁs, all of
which proved ta be.rumﬁzs. only, I somehow feel and eertainly hopse
and pray, this mey turn out the aamé.

’ Monday, July 30th,

The ocemp was astir before daybreak this mmrnihg. Seouta were




|
gent ahesd to spy out the Indians, They returned ani reported that
the road was clear and they eoul&‘find no signs that Indians had
been there, We started out, however, armed and prepared for
sudden attaok, relled on to Box Blder, where ﬂ:w. Indisns were said
to be, gnd there naa not so musch &8 a noosaain track to be seen.
We overtook a pack transport oonsisting of two men , one with s
pack on his baek, the other with a pack on a aow, They appaes&red
to be mnving on guite eheerfnlly. In the afternaen we came to a
Vvery warm salt spring, and within 30 yards to the weat i&s & very
661& gpring. The water of these two springs csme together in a
short distance. Three of us went in bathing, The east side of
the weter was uncomfortably warm and the Iast'side was &8 mach
too oold, I bathed, lying seross the two ecurrents; while one
" part was warm, the other part was eold, (ne e=n step in on the
east side in warm salt water, bathe and float a few feet and ba in
-eold fresh water, The othaer boys went in a&bout 30 steps below
where the waters ﬁdngle&. They said it wes c¢cld op the bottom and -
warm on the surface, Hé had good water and good greas and good
rosis &kl the way tdday. We caméed nraar a fine spring; aage
brush for fuel, We traveled about 15 milses.
| | Tuesday, July 3lst,

A travel of three miles this morning brought us to the Bear
River, 684 miles from the oity of the Great Salt Leke, Herse is &
ferry kept by the Mormens. They have twe skiffa hoaﬁed together
to ocrome the wagons en, and charge $4.00 & wagon, We swam ¢he
cattle ascrese. It is afpa.rt of the eountry, and land thin emd no
timber, Two Qnd one half miles from the ferry we ocame te Mud (Creek,
the wa#st eroseing we have met with on the entire trip., We had te
double teams to orcas. 8ix miles brought ue o a go@d‘spring. and

good grass & mile or lees from the road. Sage brush for fuel.

Traveled 12 miles. - 46 =




'We.ﬁne;ﬂag, dugunat l1st,
I was informed todsy that Dr, ¥ Bvino end the twe men who |
were taking him through 811 joined fhe Mormons a8 they pessed through
Salt Lske, They have been traveling with ug for some days. It is
very bot %oday., We traveled 16 miles without water then came to
Scmé warm, braskish springs. The ecattle drenk of the wster with
avidity. The dust and heat ‘were 8o bad we were nearly suffoested,
Th_.a_watér was too bad to drink end we concluded to go on to 2 spring
13 mileg shesad. We nmede asome soffee of the breckish weter whish was
not at ail ’oa&.‘ We left & little after sun down snd rods on over
rough road by moonlight until midnight, and came ta th& Bgr.ings.

We made a drive of 29 miles, Man &nd besst very much fatigued, snd

emtirely eovered with a caat of dust, but this is mothing unususdl,
Phere have been few days sinece we left the Missouri River (except "

after s shower, now and then) thet we did not $revel in & continuous
oloud of dust, but today was unususlly basd, The gemeral exclamation
among the people is, ™You will pever oateh me on & trip like this
agéin," bet I try to bear it with patiense and net eomplein or make
any raeh promises, feeling glad kind @ Providenoe has thus far led
me on in heslth, and I am lecking foerward to better days,
Thur sdiay, August 2nd,
We lay in camp today to reset our cattle. The heelth of the |
gompany is generelly gd;d. Mstthews is raeavefing.
| I.'E:I.d:ay, August 3nd,
We left the Mountain 8Springs this merming, traveling on sﬁ
nmiles g:ac‘l oame to Deep Creek, Traveled down the creek for about
gix milea, Thie brought us fa a delightful ocamping place,

Good graes, Traveled about 12 milea,
‘ - Saturday, &ugust 4th,

Matthews has tsken up the whip sgain to drive, He laid 1t

down two weeks ege, Haq & 9pell of mountain fever, This is his
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fourth spell of sicknese on the road. We traveled onm tem miles over
@& lever road in three inches of dust; We came to 8 apring of
tolersble water, Grass poor, MNight miles farward brought us to
the faot of a mduntain. Fouﬁﬁ a good spring a querter of & mile to
the right. Good wood énd grasa. Traveled #hout 18 miles.

o | Sunday, August Sth.

Poday we traveled through se&ge brush and barren country abdnt
eight miles, About ncocon we ecame to & sﬁring but ﬁa'graae. We
traveled on and found tolerably gocd grass, about & mile from the
road, snd stopped ta grazs, The snmow on fthe mountains seems very
near today., About dark we came to a ereek with good o=mping.

| Wo paased todsy & wagon that had heen abandoned with '
apparently everything in ## it, - provisiona, camp equipment, and
all., 4bendoned wagons are very cammen, buf this is the first ane
we ﬁave geen left intaet, provisions and all, reedy to be hitdhed
ta by any one wanting an autfit of the kind,

A heavy thurder eloud hung over us tﬁis afferncen and we
hoped for rain to lay the dust; but omly a few drops fell, 4t the
canp there was an outfit lying by with a man who had heen &ccidentalliy
Wikl eiot by his brother two wesks ago, He 18 said %o be

recovering., Traveled about 20 mii&a.
Monday, August 6th.

We get a fairly early start, snd traveled up the ereek for
eight miles, snd ocsmped for greasing. We are now in csmp. Saw
four abendoned wagons this farenaon; We are in asight nf the
Fort Hell ree&l, thaet is, we are in éight of the dust, We esn
scount the passing teams as the dust is rieing from tﬁﬁm, 1ike the
smoke from so meny steambosts,

A socone was enacted in csmp this morning which might have
been set for the stage, I hesrd & sommotion end went around the [
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tent &nd saw & man and a boy fighting, The boy was ;e mateh far
the men, 4 woman darted out of a tenf only a-few steps away and
landead fwn well directed slaps in the man'a face. He made no
raaistanaé but seemed dezed. In & minute, helf ﬁasen men were on
the ground. The man still étead as if ﬁésed; looked at the woman,
then at thﬁ boy, then &t the erowd, put out one hand to the women
and one ta the boy snd seid, "I éneas I only got part of what I
deserve™, They shock hend and tried to laugh, The men cheered
and the show was over, I s&w two good slzed téars on the woman's
cheek, and the man's eyes were moist, I was told the msn and the
boy were brothers; that the waman bélqng&d to another train end
knew neither of tham, but interfered in the interest of fair play,
| fueaday, August 7th,

We decided to lsy by today and rest our esttle, as the fSeed

is first rate. One who has net experiensed it, would raturslly

think that living &= we &re, amid shifting socenes snd constant
chaenges, plaine, mountaina, rivers, lakes, deserts =-- - our world

would be very lerge, but Jjust the reverse of this is true,
iride from the thoughts of home {on which we do not dare to

dwell too much for fear of that dread distemper homesickness) and
what mey wait us at the end of the raadj our thoughts, our kapes,
our feara and our anxieties sre &ll centered about the trein --
the health and spiritsraf the company, grass and water for the

oxen and in & limited way, fuel with which to ecock our meals,

. caused
This latter, however, has egale& us lLittle anxiety sinece we -left

the Plette. We use ssge brush much of the time and it has served

the purpase, bul we are never sure of what we will find or mot find

at the next eamp. Rumore of hostile Indians are floating in the eir

most of thﬂ time; and while we pay little attention to them, té

cannot altogether dismiss them from ocur minds, so that you oan see
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thet the world in which we actually live searcely extends beyond

the dust of the train by dey eand the smoke of the camp fires at

night, Nor does the time seem long as one would suppese, The

days és they pass frequenfly geem very long, and the nighﬁa when

there is sickness in Camp and when we are mnxious sbout dhe oxan;

but the week ends and the month ends come arourd surprisingly fast,

Wadnesday, August Sth.,

This morning our cattle looked greatly improved, and started |

off with a brisk step. about eight milea brought us to the Port Hsll

raad n&ar-st&eple-Ra&E. The rosal was ocrowded with wagons, and the

dust was nearly insuff&rahla. We found that they had geined just

one week on us by teking the Fort Hall roed instesd of the Salt

Lske raad,
They say there are two roads, one with a streteh of 52 miles

without water, but fair grass; the other 28 miles without water,
&nd poor grass. The rest of the rosl was said to be tolersbly good,
with fair grass and wster. The road this afterncon was very
rough end erocked, We trévelei into the night and ceme to =& ereek;
good water but pohr grass, Traveled sbout 22 miles,
‘ Thursday, August 9th,

We rode out this morning end in about two milas came to |
Gooee Creek. There was & company lying by with & maq{?ﬁhu had
asccidentad}ly shot himself in the foot, and had symptoms of lock- jaw,
@reveled up Goose Creck sbout 10 miles end camped, Gfass indifferent,
I was told today that the grass has been trodden fo dust in‘th& Maxy'é

river bottom. I hope this is not true, for God knows that traveling

this roal is bad emough st best,
: Friday, August 10th,

We rode out this morning end soon came to some good grass snd
stopped to graze, Abendoned uagons,-dead cattle, and horses were

all elong the rosd. Camped on Goose Oreek and found seme good |
grass within a mile and a half from the. creek, - 5@ -
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Saturday, August 1llth,

We traveled today up 8 small branch of Goose Creek for about
6 miles, then sfruck out over the hills, Very rough road snd no
grass or water for 14 miles, This brought us to Werm Spring Valley
where we were agreeably surprised fo find a good spring of co&l
water instead of warm &s the name would indicste., We found no
grasa, We traveled on 4 miles and camped. Grass was very scsarce
and no water, Dead mules, horses, oattlc and abapdoned wagons all
elong the raai, ‘this is the first day I have missed & meal by
being eiock, I walked nesrly ail day as the dust in the wagon was

insuffersble, Traveled £3 milea,
, . . Sunday, August 12th,

Twent y~ons head of our cattle strayed away last night.
& number of other ocamps &lao had the same hard luek., 100 head or
more were missing from the various cemps. However, by 10 o'clack
we had found them 811, They werse in three different gangs. Some
were elght miles frﬂmICamp. in the mountains, We hitched up,well
pleased to ecome off so well, Good water buﬁ grass secarce, About
8ix mllee up the valley we'étrudk across & hill and in two miles
came into the valley segain., It is covered with coerse grasas,
- Phere are s number of large encsmpments here, We traveled on sbout
9ix miles and found some water in holes 1v the oreek bottom,

Monday, August 13th.
After treveling about three miles this morning we came to
good water and gaod grass and stopped to graze, ¥e had good grass
and good water all slong the road today, A.Misaour;an I Q&t in
ocamp tonight said out of his sompsny of‘thirtgathrae wWagons,

thirty wegons had gone back, .
: Tuesday, August l4th,

It was a ocool morning end we rolled out before Tne'clack,
Our cattle look quite well. X% We left the main road foday, and

rode all day up & oanyon, @Good water and plenty of grass in %the

kills, but bsd to drive the cattle some distanse to it.
traveled sbout 11 miles, - 51 =




Wednesdey, Aug, 1lbth,
After traveling sbout ten miles today, we struck the valley
8t the head waters of Mary's or Humbolt River, Here is s sgene to
delight the weary traveler's heart. 7& beautiful valley spread
before us with as fine a grass es heart could desire, Alsg &
bagutiful streem coming from the mount&ins, Th&'valley and foot
bille sovered with verdure, and the mount&ins capped with snow,
In a short distence we came ta the river, Tt is, h@wav&r, onlj
& small branch yet, Traveled down it thﬁee miles and camped, The

river here is abeut‘ten oteps wide, and from six inches to sii

feet deep, Traveldd about 20 milea. _
‘ Thureday, Aug, léth,

This morning was partielly cloudy snd cock and it was fine
for driving. fThe ¥8B8§ svowy mounteins seemed very near and the
broad valley 8spread out before usg with as fine grass as ons eould
wish, We traveled about fifteen miles and came to where the valley
ahruétly elosed in, and the river ram throuzh & narrow gorge or
oanyon, Here for possibly a mile the valley was white with alkali
or salératus. The road led over a hill and in 8 short distance
csme to the ?iver agkin, We oamped buf found poor grass,

Praveled shout 2¢ milea;
: Pridsy, August 17th,

The velley today hed an entirely different appesrance from
that it presented yeste;day, although we hed fair grass,
Praveled about 20'milasf Saturdsy, ﬁugust 18%h,
Traveled down the valliey for @bout 8ix miles and struck & -
deep canyon. At about sunset we came ta a small velley where we
could oamp, The grass is poor, Traveled, I think, mearly 20 miles,
| | Sund ay, August 20th, |
We started out before breskfast this morning er asecount

of the short gress, After traveling sbout six miles came to some

fair grase and camped for the day to rest and reeuperate our cattle,
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&8 we hawe had three days of poor grazing.

it the gamp is & notiece posted by an Ghic Company, cautioning
the emigrants to guard their cattie well, as on the 16th -~ fifty
besd of their cattle had been staolenm by the Indians, Captain King
and & ocompany started onﬁ ta find them and suddsnlyroama on to |
three Indians butochering an ox, The Indlians fire with arrows and
wounded Captadn King and two others of his company, They returned
the fire and killed the thfea Indjana, but found none of their
cattle, We hear so many rumors and ecnfli&ting'statemants on the
road that we usually pay little attention to them, but this seems:
to bear the msrks of truth, as the day ard names sre given, and the
statements are specifio.

Every day in eamp-is like every ather day in camp. BExtra
washing end drying is done. We tinker ahout the wagons and try to
find something whiech ogan he ahan&anéd td lighten the load, as evary
pound counts. After this asome spend the time in writing end resding,
octhers plsay éarda the whole day through. Nearly every wagon has &
few books and by trading sround we havelaamnthing to read, Besides,
I have my Bible, which I read with inersasing interesat, anmd I think

these mountains and deserts help me to better understand parts of it,

Today, however, was varied somewhat for me, We had talked it
over for some days and guday it wes deecided that Drske and I would
pack to Sacramento Gity, and loeck ocul for and meke provisiona for the
trein when it should errive, We heve two good horses, The,distance
is estimated to be about 425 miles. You know some of.the difficulties
of kesping #f & journsl on & trip like this, but you cannot understand
them all; and T heve made poor enough out at it, I know, but it is

going to be harder now that I am quitting the wegon, fer I will have
no tent, no candles, &nd mo rest for my note bookm exeept my knee,

but 1if ¥ keep my health T will keep my promise and make at lezst
gsame note of each day's happenings.
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. Tuesdag, ugnst 2lat,

This morning Dreke and I fock our horses and packs, and bid
the train “Good bye". Our outfit consists af the clothese we have on,
with ane extrs shirt‘amd one axtra pair of soecks; 8&bout thirty pounds
of previsions, caocking tools, one buffale roﬁe, four blankets, two |
eanteeng, two tin ocups, one three quart bucket, two tin plates, two
teaspoons, We found tolerably good grass. Our dinner eonsisted of
tes and erackers. Kothing of partienlar:interaat cccurre&. Passed
two new graves on the roed, Traveled about 26 miles and cemped,
- wadnasday, sngust}aand.
-‘We put out before sunrise this morning, Traveled through |
alksli, sege brush, snd dust. Traveled ten milas before breskfast,
¥ound some irndifferent gréss; Stopped o graze samd got our
breekfest.,  We walked about half &f the time and rode the other
helf, Wé traveled about 25 miles and ocame to a geod camping plsece,
| Thuraday, August Esrd.
We got out at sunrise. We met same men who 8ssld they hed met
gsome men who had heen to tha‘Biggins and were returmning. They
reporfe& plenty of gold, small pox, &nd echolera, &t sun dewn we
came to B, B, Nichols camp, and he invited uas té supper and to stay

with him during the night, which we very gladly accepted. Traveled

about 25 miles.
- Fridsy, dugust 24th,

iffter breakfasting with Mr, Nichols, we struck the rasi,

After treveling five miles we osme to some fine grass, whieh was
gerteinly a trest for our poor enimsls, This, hnwevar; las%ed only
about five or 8ix milea, We hed = vari&ty of rcads todey, some goed
&nd scme sand and some dust. Traveled about 25 milea,
Saturday, August 2b5th,

Today we traveled over barrems for sbout fourteen miles and

came to the river agsin, Ther__e were & large number of encampments
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here, apd there was conaidergble excitement shout & new road whieh
was said to shorten the distence ta the Diggine about 150 miles, but
thers is a desert of 70 miles without grass apd little weter., We
fell in with & young man named White from Hoifald, Virginia,'and we
agreed to travel together., Drake has been dissatisfied from the dsy
we atarted out, and wanted fo go back to the wagons, It was deocided
that he was ta stay h&ge and wait far the train to éeme and to gather
the best informetion shout the roads ard to gather grass far the
oattle should the ocompeny decide to take the desert rosd, Tall ripe
gress can be foundi some miles from the rosl which makes fairiy good

x feed, ‘
Sunday, August 26%h,

White and I decided to tske the cut-off and this morning we‘
went back from the roasd some miles end gathered some grass for our
horses for the desert trip. We ther tock the read and traveled
shout fifteen miles to & mountain spring. We will lay down, to get
up &t midmight to start on the first tweﬁty mile streteh of the

desert.
: Monday, August 27th,

We started out at midnight to make the twenty mile sfreteh
without water or ##ff grass., I had 2 lonely night as White started
& l1ittle before me and toak the wrong rosad for & plece, and waited
for me to come up, I tdok enother roal and thought he was sheed
of uwe, and'trai&léd on expacting to a&etfdke him, but he was behind
end of oourse did not know where I was. It was 8 lonely night for
me in the territory of the Digger Indians who &re said to h; a
treacherous lot, hut I saw nothing of them, 4 little after sunrise
I kindled & fire, fried some mesat and made'soms aaff&e with the water

I hed in my eanteen, I got ta the wetering plase sbout 9 o'eclock,
Here were & number of wagone. The weter is in wells that have

been dug by the emigrants. It ims very brackish, There are a pumber
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of wells but the demand for weter is greater than the supply. After
traveling twenty miles without water an ox or & horse will hold a lot.
Phere is mo grass. I met here, Capt. King, of Ohiec, the man who was

-

in the In&ian fight‘apcken of on the 20th. He wsas grazed by an arrow
but shet tﬁe Indien énd two athar Inﬁfana'ware.killei also,and one
fl&&; King seid he tock the Indians® bows snd arrows, He lost atl
af hia oxen epnd joined with another wagom. At about 3:00 o'clock,
White came up and we took dinner with Ceptain King without eny oharge,
sbout 5:00 P.M. we started on snother 25 mile stretch, Went on |
through a desert for about 12 miles, then stopped and tied our horses
to & desert bush, We leid down on my huffalo robe, covered aurselves
with blenkets and tried to get & nsp, but tha passing teams kept us
sweke. MLl of the teams try to make these long stretches in tﬁe
night. We laid there about fowr hours snd got up, fizxed our packs:
and sfrnak $he rosd, It was & fine night for traveling, I welked

nearly sll the way, The moon and sters here shime with & brilliancy
unknown in the States,. '

About sun rise we csme to & warm spring, but maede no stop,
Saw sabout twenty hesd of dead cattle here, Went on about two miles

fmkther to some wells of brackish water but very little grsss.

We got breakfast and went on four miles further, Hsere we found a.
hot spring and & smell grass valley; &also some'wells of hraékish
water. About & half mile from the spring the water is about the
tempeiatnre of dish water, When it is coeled it is fair tasting
water - much better than that frem the wellz, Wa made sbout '
thirty miles treveling fram 5:00 last night ﬁntil 10:00 today.
Puesday, August 28th,
I should think in the last thirty miles there was sn aversge

of five desd oxan to the mile, and some horses and munles, also &t

least one abandoned, burned or deatroyed wsgan every mile snd a
helf to two miles. We looked about all of these wagons in the




hopes of finding some ebandoned provisions, bhut fqu;ﬁ none, %
Provisions are g;tting very 8earace, There is ten miles af this i
stretch ceélled Salt Desert, nothingrat all grawing on it, Befare

day we pasced & mule wagon, The mules had given out &ndrthay had

teken them on to the water and grass to recuperate., This sfterncon
ghout 4:00 we set_out agein for a ten mile strptdh; We went on

about eight wiles and came to what loocked liks en aid Indian or

enimal trail. We decided to explore it With hopes of finding some
gr&aa. We tzaveled gbout four milem and came to s little valley

with fine grass and plenty of water. This plaoce had hitherto net

been dimscovered by the emigrants. ©Qur horses atood in grass up

to their knees and msde good use of it s this is the first goed

mess they have hed in threér&aga.
Wekm traveled over 75 miles in & few hours over two days and

nights, We itraveled nesrly ell the first two nights, We ladd down
after supper feeling very tired end sleepy. I put my robe on the
thick gress &nd covered myself with my ttn-blankets and overcoat,
The night was very aold but T was sc tired and sleepy I sikept |

feirly wall, but got pretty weld toward morning,
Wa&neaday, dugust 29th,

Sterted out early this morning, and traveled to Mud Creek by
noon, & digtance of about 12 miles, and found good grass and water.
Here we found thet we h;d been descéived in the distance to the
Diggina, We met a Government trein and & pumber of wagons near the
warm spripgs, and were told it was nearly 330 miles, I spoke to one
of the head men of the trein and agked if he would fake-a linse back

from me to our train, He was & very soldierly and eourteous fellow,

eand I got ir his wagon and rode back some distence to write my line

To tell the boys if they had not passed the fork in the roeds, and

deoided to take this desert road, to put in a good supply of water
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and of grass if they can find it, alsc told them of the little
valley with gress we had discover&d. We lay in camp this afterncen

at Mud Creek %o reI¥ our horsea.
Thur sday, 4ugust aeth

Last night was 8 eool and freezing ane, and I faund my
blankets 1nadequata. Started out eerly this morning. Had an
extremely roecky road for some miles over & high hill to & aanyon.
In going up the ocanyon we peassed two tenmts, In ons of them was &
woman wio had been delivered of twins last ﬁight. 6 miles further
up the valley we camped with fair grass and gaod:water. We

traveled about 16 miles.
: Friday, sugust 3lst,

We passed another freezing night, started out early. 1In
17 miles esame to a mountain spring, and’a narrow eanyon, had road,
with lofty mountsins on either side, Saw 2 absndoned wagons end &
fow dead cattle and a few cattle turned loose. We &re about out
of provisions, We have no bread emnd only ahoﬁt one pound of baoeon
left, We made deligent inquiry todey of a number of trains for

proviaions, but obtained none. .
‘ gaturday, Sept. lst.

After traveling ebout fourteen miles taday we came fo &
pass in the mounfaine and found some godd grass and a running brook.
Here was & party of men burying the body of a man in the rosd, ”
They sa&id they did this go the Indians would not find the grava &nd
dig up the body.

I learnsd yesterdsy that TPrask snd Condon who left eur train
and atarted to pe&eck from the Mormon Ferry on the Platte, had hoth
been sick and were only & short distance shead of us, After ridinog
about 18 miles we ceme to & creek and aampéd, and it is said to be
20 miles to the next watar, The number of foot and horse packers
is inereasing dsy by day'aﬁd.tha-zaad ig lined with them, The rosad
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strewn ' "1 :
from Fort Laramie on was ¥l with wrecked wagons and desd animals,
but in the early stages of the Janﬁ_ney the unfortunstes wers able to
get in with other wagons, but the time hed %o come when the ever
decreasing number of wsgons could not eserve the ever inecresaming

rumber of unfortunates.
: Sunday, Sept, 2nd.

Last pnight wes cool snd windy, and we were up for =a éeanty
breskfast, and an early start, Twelve milas travek over & rough
road thr ough & barren sountry -hrought us o a warm spring, and soume
indifferent grasa., We passed over the bed of & dry lake and in
#i# eight or ten m:L;les:a oeme to a valley with fine water and grass,
and beautiful trees. We have been 8¢ long out of sight of trees,
except %:rr off om tﬁe mountsine, it did our tired eyes good, &nd
made me feel like I was on God's green earth onoe more, To &add fo
By delight I met here in cemp my old friemd, Keeling, c&' Centan, Ill,
He kindliy asked me to take supper and camp with him for the night, |
It is useless to remark that I readily sédecepted, Traveled 30 milés

today, and dild not know it was Sunday.
Monday, September 2rd.

& féw miles this morning from the foot of the mountains
brought us te the long desired sight of the summit of the Sierra
Nevedas, It is & herd pull from the camp %o within about half a
mile of the summit. Eight or nine yoke of cattle are required to
éraw 8 wagon, The ‘ro-ad, however, is wide snd s¥raight, There is -
& very heavy lgm_wth of pine extending from the valley 'Eo -the top of
the mountéine, I never saw better timber, After crossing the

mountain the road leads through talil pineé for ten miles or more
to Goose Leke. Goose Leke is 25 miles long and from two %o three

miles wide, Goml grass and water. Traveled 25 miles or more,
| | Tuesdsy, Sept. :4th..
We had & very light breskfast and started out early this '

morning; The road is erawded with teams end Ex paockers, Wa have &
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geanty day'e provimion left., We inquired all day fo:\prmvisiaus end
were &lwayé met with aenial; Tomorrow will find us entirely out,
Tréveled about 22 miles ove£ hills and through valleya, and camped
with good water and fair grass. I saw today for the first time &
woman foot packer, We camped ﬁear her and her husband thia-nean.

T went over and offered her the use of my horse for the afteznaaﬁ.
She thanked me politely but ssid they were going to lay by +the reét
of the day. I must heve unwittingly cast & wishful eye &t their
steaming ocoffee pot for she asked if we had apny ecoffee, &nd when I.
t0ld herm we had not, she said if I would bring our tin cups she
would be gial to £11l them, I told her I would be glad to do =o
provided she hed it ta.spaie. She assured mé she hsd, They told me
that this was their secqnd.dég’on foot. | They had swid their tesm,
wagon and provisions, and bought two hérses, with which to pack,
They said the price offered for their provisions was so tempting
they oould net refuse, On the third dsy out mmmk thelr horses
both went so lame theﬁ had fto sbandon them, and thet they were going
to try to get in with & wegon. This I fear they wili not be sable to
do unless they heppen to findra family wagon with obe or more women

with it.
" Wednaesday, Sept. 6th,

Travelad until noon then stopped tc cook the laaf df our
flour, We are entirely out of bresd, Psaseed a number of trainse
and iﬂqnir&d for provisions, but obtained none. Ponight I went
from camp to camp with the seme results, As Izwas about to give up
I met & man who gave me & half dozen crsekers and some dry breed for
which T offered to pay, but he would aceept nmothing. May he be
recompensed with plentl of gold dust,

By the time I returned fo th&ifira. White had some coffee

made snd a Little rice (whieh we had bought) eodked. A men osme by

our fire and asked if we had any sugar, We told him we hsd nat.
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He went to his wegon and brought back & handful of Sugar which
sweetened thinge up very much, Msy he get his share of geli.

Travelad 30 miles.
Thnrsday, Sept£ Eth

Last night wes very egld and my blarkets proved entirely tao
light, I sadept but little, We hed a helf pound of bacon left, and
I coake& four slices of it; and finlshed our hard bread and moved
out, I began my day*s business of inquiring for proviasions, oOur
snxiety used fto be for weter and grass for the ozen, new—it.is-for
food for ourselves, but this ia &g nothing &8s oompared with the
enxiety I felt for the poor dumb patient snimals,

The. = Alton train had six oxen stolen by fhe.Indians iast
night. Anathér was shot with four arrows, The Indiansg are said to
belong to 8 trescherous tribe. We heve seenp nothing of th&m. We
travelaﬁ until naon and esme ta & wagon from Ceder €ity, Iows, The
® head man gave us our dimmer and would tske oply 25 cents foﬁ the
twa, We traveled on until night. Camped with good grasa and water.
We buught gome Tish snd hsd & good supper of fish, batter cskes and

tes
° Fridey, Sept, 7th

Qur breskfast this morning waa the same as last night 8
supper - batfer cakes, fish snd tea, Ever since we orcssed the
gumnit of the Sierra Hevadas every dne seems to be possessed i@ of
the spirit of feverish haste, Long before the stars ame out of the
gky &l the otmps are &stir,’and by sun rise every foot is moving
andi every wheal.rolling. Genersally the foot packers get thefrcad
firet, as they have lesé preparsation to meke, and then come the
horse smd mule paakera. The firat wagon to got the road takes it,
and the first half daxen wagons may belong to &s many different
trains, It is not a1l a Jumhla. however, the wagons of the
&1fferént trains try in a way to keép in touch, arnd to ocamp together
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at night, The number of foot and horse packers is very large, and
thie aaaeo'unt 8 in part for the diffieculty in getiing supplies from
the wsagons, Some of the 'packeza are broke and have fo sponge =mk or
beg. Most of the wegens have a ‘aeant supply of provisions left,
 ibout noon we overtook Trask of our old company, He nas
leet both of his horses and is in with & wagon of & mr.; Porter,
I took dimner with them. - Mr. Porter is gquite an 1nterésting geﬁtl&-
man, and requested me tc; trafrel with them during the dey, and to
osmp with them et night. We are still traveling down the Pitt

river,. Traveled shout 20 miles.
: ' Saturdsy, Septenmber 8th,

Soon after doing into camp last pnight two of Mr, Porter's
oxan were shot with two arrows each by the Indiens, ami this
morning ome o is missing, The head of the Rock Island Company
gaid the Indians had shot ‘:Eou.r of their oxen with two or more
srrows. After breakfast with Porter and Trask, they sold me sbout
four pdunds of crsckers snd two pounds of coffee, I hsd the goad
luek to get two pounds of creckers frem enother rda*n for which he
only charged me 50 cents, I would have given him $1.00C as gquickly,
as 50 ocents & pound is the regular price for erackaré. I bo.uglr&
##8 of amother man two pounds of bacon, m-we hava & ére-tty good

-

supply of provisions,
It is said to be about 200 miles to Lomson's Diggins,

The road over the mountain teday for seven or elght miles vaé rough
as any I have seen, We theﬁ esme to a delightful timber co{:.ntrj,
but grase short. Cemped in a valley without water, We did not
" know thet we would not find water at camp, &nd were too lavish with

the water in our csnteens, end had exhensted it., We osmped near two

wagons, one from Miesouri and one from Wiaco-naiﬁ.-— We asked the old

Missourisn for water to drink and he raefused us. fhe man froum
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Hiseonsin heard him and gave us water to drink and:f&r coffee both
night end morning. (They beth had the seme amount of water,)
He ssked me to take breakfast with him, end alsc s¢ld me , dut of
his scanty supply, one-fourth pound of s gar for 25 cents, §l.00
& pound is the regular price for suger. Thank God the sﬁiritiof
kindness is in some of the emigrants yét. If I hed conly a part
of the sugplies I have seen thrown away élong the rosd, and had the
heart to aeeept the price the poor fellows are willing to pay, I
would not need any other gold mine,
| Sunday, Sept. 9%h.
We roda this morning for sbout eighteen milss throﬁgh the
densest timber I ever saw. Travelad in &}l about thirty.five miles
and samped by & leke with’poox grass, My horse is failing on éaaount

of short feed.
‘ Mondsy, September 1¢th,

Last night was cold and froze ioe & quarter of anm inch thick.
We traveled today through timber and over raough road for twenty |
miles, Osmped on & beautiful stresm, I think it is & branch of the
Eeathéz Fiver, Tolersble good grass, The esmigrants are nearly all
lrunning ghort of provisions. Some hﬁae no bread and others have no
meat, Thay.are killing their cettle to est. T saw today where
savefal bhad been butehered and the meat jerked., They sell the meat
they do not want to thé#horse and foot paokana; &nd to one another,
We met this morning & party of engineers who are exploring & mu.te=
for & reilroad tﬁ the East, I was told that Losson of Losspn's
Diggins was with them, but I did not see him.
Tué-sday, September 1lth,
My eomrede is broke. I.lo&ned him this moxuiné $2.50.
He bought two pounds of flour fdr $1.00 slso bought two pounds‘nf

rice, and I bought twe pounde of flour, It is swprising to find ;
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what & small variety of food is resily nefessary to satisfy hunger
end keep one in shape. We traveled todasy through & wonderful
fu?ést of pine timher. I never knew before that such timber grew,
We éamp&d on & h&antiful oraek, but with poor grass, There wera-az
lerge number of encsmpments here, We camped near tﬁo.wagons from
Burlington, Iowa. The head men of the wegons ere brothers. They
have their wives‘with.tham. They knew some of my friends at home,
endé I kpew some of th&irs.- They invited me to teke supper &nd
breskfast with them, Thsy had an extra supply of provisions,
About & month &go thay bought three yoke of oattle, wagon and supplies
from some men who were going t& pack, They reinfarced their teams,
loaded the provisionsa into their awn’wagona and abandoned the one
purchased, I dé not hope to find another such chanoe to filli my
pack, but'I knew it would bhe & gift &nd not & purchase, and T &id
not have the nerve to broach the subjeet.

| Wednesdsy, Sept., 1l2th,

We sterted out early this morning, and ten miles travel |
broﬁght us to Deer Creek with an abundanoe of tell grssa, Here
was & gompany of soldiers lying in camp on account of siockness,
They report a lot of siekness in the minea, There wers here |
alsc & pumber of treains eutting grass for é.farty mile stretoh
without grasa, After iéaving this vslley we struck a very rough
&8nd roscky, hiilg road through heavy timber, We camped on & eresk
without grass. | .

I fcund in ecamp two men who were formerly with the
RBloomington eompeny. I took supper with them,. We had biscuits,
venison and goffee ; the best mesl we have had for some days,.

I guess I em &n easy mark, Yesterday we fell in with fthree ﬁaekers

who agked to travel with us. This morning T found they were &ll

broke and out of provisions. I loanad (T} the outfit &2.50 and bid
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goodbye to them and the $2.5@. We traveled 20 miles %ﬁ&ay.
o Thuradsy, Sept, i&th.

At the camp last night we saw some men lying up oﬁ agcount
of sickness, They olelm they ars gov&rnment,éngineera, end ere
exploring i a route for a railwag. They are offaring $10.®G i
& day to emigrants te join them, I saw two men who said they had
engaged to go with them, mhay’should not have any trouble in
emlisfing a8 regiment ouf of this army of packera, I talked with
one of the men. There is something mysterious aﬁout #kkf their

operation which I do not understand,

We zam fraveled all day on the backbone of & mountain, &nd

camped without water.

Priday, Rept. 14th,

We sterted out before daybresk this morning to find wﬁter.
About 9 o'elock we cume to & spring. We found here amother aampény
of United 3tates troops lying in eaﬁp on socount of sickness,
They hed come around the Horn and were six months on the watér.
We rode on the ridge of the mounfain until about smn down apd fh&n
ceme to the Sasramento valley, It was smoky and I did not get a
fair view of 1t. We had ten ﬁil&s to go to Deer Creek the next
water, We got to Deer (Creek sgbout 11 o'clasck st night. Phere
were S numher of adobe hute hera. We came to an &bandoned one,
went in, bullt a fire, made some eoffee snd laid down on the
floor to sleep. It was the first time I had slept under & roof

since I left home. We were so tired we turnmed our horses loose

to take ocare of themselves. '
Saturdsy, Sept, 15th,

We laid over today to rest our horses and ourselves, We are
all tired =nd worn, The water end grass here sre hoth fine, There
are seversl adobe huts oceupied by stock-raisers and trsders, They

employ & pumber of Indians, both men and,unmen. The white men sll
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seem to be #ffiidf sickly and mopish. They have ohills ani fever,
They have irrigation ditches, but ali cultivatior was abandoned |
when the gold excitement came. They h&ve some fat cattl&:and will
trade to the emigrants, one ifiﬁﬁii fat beef ox far three or four
lssn ones, depending upon the size of the fat ones, and the
conditions of the lean ones, There are & number of wagons hére
drying beef to take to the ﬁpper diggings, The prices here are
beef 50¢ a pound, 33?‘& 7545 flour 5@#;‘ orackers 75¢., The
spirit of bouyancy which prevailed when we got on this déide of the
Sierrs Nevadas seens to have given way to one of spprehension,
Provisions sre getting seareer and scsrcer,The prospsot dees not
geenm to be so &lluring &s we drew nearer td the goal, I met three
men yesterdsy going back to try to hire cut %o the gdvarnment
engineers at $10.,00 & day, I asked them way they 4id not join them
when they hed th& eh&nae.' They sﬁid they d4id not feel that way
then, - '

Surd gy, September ki,
o 16th,

We gstearted out early this morning and scon came to an
Indisn village, They are living in surmer huts built of Sk fieg
mets, The winfer_huts or quarteré oongist of & cave auch &s we
use ét home for vegetables, apples, ete, The entrance is & hole
through which they orawl, Nost of the men and women are maked
except hre&ch.claths; Mdst of them seem to be fine specimems of
physieal d&velopmeht; They were very friemdly and seem to have
more intelligenee than the mode of living and dress would indieate,
After &il, dreas is largely e matter of hebit and fashion. 4 few {
of them had white men's shirts and some pantaloons, bhut tﬁoae in
the native garb made & much better appearsnce,

I have traveled about 4 end a half monﬁhs and probably ever
2000 milea, mast of the iay in what was supposed to be & hogtile

Indien country. Rumors end depredation were &float much of the
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time, but I have not seen & sipgle hostile Indian.’ Ail,I have met
were extremely friendly. | |

‘Near the Indian fillage gre three adobg bouses, one &
resideneé. one & trading room, and one where gambling for money
was going on., After traveling about 15 miles aver & pebbly,
sandy road, ﬁe eameNto a,d&lightful gstrip of ecuntry ecovered with
fine graés and sesktering osk trees. We eamped near a lone

settler who is F### raising wheat.
| ' Mondsay, September 17th,

We have met pecple from QOregon &t every turn in the read,i
the past few days. Msny of them had been to the mines are were
returning, They éra all profuse in their praise of Oregan.

After tzafeling about eight miles fhis morning we came fo & ranch
ag it is eslled, and & trading house, They have a good sized herd
of horses end cattle, They offered érean beef for 2B5¢ a pound,
flour 504 a pound, sommon wine bottle of whiskey §5.00, There is
gomething out of joint where a puund of flour custs'twiea as muoh
ag ﬁ pound of heef, _

We travale&ran over & pretty valley for twenty-two milas,
and came tc the Feather River, and are nowm in camp five miles from

Lossaon's Digglings.
o Tuesdsy, Sept., l8th,

After despatohing the last of my baeon for hr&&kfaat.
leaving only sbout & half pound of flour, we met out and in an
bhour seme to the long desired sight of the gold diggings. The
The bank of the river was ocovered with piles of rooks &nd pébbl&s
end sand. One washing erew of thirty-five Indians with three
oversears and s cook were &t breakfast. | They invited us to sit
in, The breskfast wes served on a big-rook with stones for seats,
They do not even have Ml tents or swnings, but eat, sleep snd li;a
in the open. 4fter breskfast I wetohed the operations for some
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time, The Indiens ssem to be very attentive., They dd net seem to
thiﬁk, but go through the motiens like maohines. I $alked with twe
men who had reoently bought a sand bar, They ware very much downgsast
and said thus far they hsd only been sble to make their board, I
talked with 2 number of others. They &ll sﬁid the mine was idhl
ovigh washed out. Some seid they could wash $5.00 s day; some as
high &s $16.0Q.' One mapn who hed been here far éume time and has had
experience, told me hs eculd aversge sbout $i2,00 a day, He had &
young map boarding with him at $3.00 a dgy, who he said washed
$12,.00 one dsy, but averaged ahouf half that amount.

I went to the trsding tent. Pork was $1.00 & pound, flour
50¢, sugar 504, auffae:&&ﬁ, whiakéy $5.00 & botfl&, a shovel $8.00,
‘a'oo.mo.n two gallon tim pean $68.00. I bought & pound of #¥§ pork
end & pound of flour, and half a éound of sugar. The river abounds
with fish,. One oan see thenm swimming all arouni the workmen, They
sy thay ére sttracted by the fiesh dirt, No one, however, seems to
pey any attention te them, TWith pork at $1.00 & pound one would
- think they would be scught after, but everytﬂing seema to be out
of Joint here. I had two chance to go in and try my luck at
washing, but they did not loock to me like a fair #if genmble,

There was mothing to detain us longer here, and with s feeling
of dissppointment we struek the raad about 4 o'elock. In about

three miles we cams to & number of Oregen femilies in tents; some
were sigk, One man was drying beef, Ea_aaid he had a place up the
river where he could wash $100.00 a day; would like to take *in two
partners if they esme with.prcfisians or the equivalent, He appesared
'ta be &n honmest but dumb fellow, and I left him with a ﬁrovisianal

promlse to return, Went on shout three miles and ocamped.

Wednesday, septmmher lgth

This morning we mﬁt a 1arge eompany of ©Oregon men golng ta

‘the diggings, We passed two Indian villagas. They waere laying in
- 68 =




|
!

aanrnsg, '
soorns, They have bins or oribs made of flags or rushes, some of

which hold one hundred bushes of more. The Indians are heavy set
and light of eclor. They were n&k&dJ&xcept a breech c¢loth and
some spntirely paked, The squirrels are very #fhf## numerous,

but the Indians se&ﬁ to pay little attention to th&m, They dert in
amd out of the Indian huts, and sppear ta enjoy steaiing the
Indiens® scorns instead of gathering them for themselves, The
osks are shapéd like epple trees snd they are scattered or
diatributed so thet it gives the valley the appearance of & great
apple orcherd, We traveled sbout 25 mlles today. In camp tonight
we mat & Freneh Cenadien with a party of canédiaﬁ Indians - men,
women &nd children., They had been to the mines and nearly &ll hed
baen sick for abouf three months., They had buried five of their |
purber, I felked with the anncﬁman for half sn howr, There was
anmqthing'haautiful‘and pathetic about ## the affeetion which
gseemed to exist between him and his Indians, It reminded me of
what I had occasionsally seen in Yirginia h&fween master and slave,
Twice during our oconversation he gct up, went & few sfeps awey anci
looked into a tent where thers was a siok sguaw, An Indian girl,
without asmy sign #§# from him, brought his pip&; loaded it with
tobaceco and handed it_te'him, together with & lighted stick., He
mede polite sbeisance and she atroked his hair with her hand, Put

not & word was spoken,
| Thursday, Septenber 20th,

We orowasd the Feather River this morming., Tt was about
four or five hundred feet wide, and sbout eighteen inches desp.
In sbout eight miles we ceme toc en Indian burrow, The women all

seemed tec have some e¢lothing, but nearly sll of the men were

entirely neked, I s&w two bucks merching about proudly with.red

searfs around their waists but without another stich of clothing
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The road was unusually erowded with emigrants today. RMQst~qf tﬁﬂm
seem fo be headed for Reddling diggings. _I s8wW & fréighter trads a
pistel, worth s&bout $3.00 in the Stgﬁeé, to an Indiah far two
ounoces of gold, About Itwenty miles from th&vford we ocame to a
renoh or farm with-geod house and out buildings. There was a
garden and'flcwera, ehiockens, turkeys, hogs and cattle., I have
seen nothing on the road whioh reminded me so much of ﬁbme. I
gould hardly resist my desire to stop &nd pay my respaets.'

Praveled sbout 24 miles.
: Fridey, September Zist,

This was an uneventful day. I, however, met & man ®ho isJ
taking provisions from Saeramantorto Redding diggings, end he told
me my old friemds, Dr. 0lds end William Tyson of the Bloomington
soupeny were in Saoramento., Camped with good grass amd water,

| Saturday, September 22nd.

Traeveled about four miled this morning whieh brought us to
Niochol*s Treding ranch, Nearly all the people here are siak,

The tempersature in the:valley is guite as hat es it is in thé
states in the middle of August. After leaving the ranch we had s
20 mile stretoh without grass-ér water, We roade into the night
and ceme to the American Fork and camped.

 sunday, September 23rd.

The valley here :"Ls literally covered with wagons, aattle, |
horses and tents. There is also a large number of liquor tents.
Most of the emigi&nts I telked with seemed to be rether down-he#rtea
and uncertein as to their mavemehts._ One fellow told me he was
lying over to try and figure ouf whﬁ ha ecams, I told him I feit
like joining him, but didn"t feel like lyingiaver-fﬂr g0 long &
‘time, The men are 2 long haired, long bearded lot, I had my
hair.and beard oropped in Ss=lt Lake CGity, two months ago and I &m
guite trim compsred with most of them, I have not faijled to abaarvé
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that where women are with the wagons the men &re‘mneg,mare trim and
prasent & much better genersal &pﬁearance than those who are going
it alone, I have alsc observed that the women stend the hardsﬁips
.sf the road guite as well or better than the men,

A fow miles travel this marning brought us to the mushroom
town of Ssaaramente. I rode at once to & store td buy a olean shirt
and some other mncﬁ needed apparel, I met in the stors, both Dr,
¢ldg and William Tyson, They app&éred ¥o be very glad to see me
and I was certsinly gléd to ﬁ&et my old friends, Mr. Tyson invited
me home to his tent, 4t 11 co'olock there wase preaching under the
#$## treess near the‘tent. There was another serviece &t 3 o'elock,
which I attended, and an&thar at night, The rumble of the ballse
and rettle of tﬁe plns in the Ten Pin jll&y near by did not seam
to disturb the preacher very much, but was quite distraoting to me,
I wrote and mailed taday, & letter to you and one to Mr. Tools, |
and paid forty ceuts postege on eash letter., My limitéd
experience as & builder may come in 1In good- turn, Mr. Pyson has
been here more then & week, &nd while he could not quite gualify
as an old settler, he thought he was qualifiad to offer advice,

He said he had lookad srcumd & good deal and thought the suresf and
quickest legitimate money was to be mada in building. He had
glready tsken & eantraet to put up one building in wiidh there was
a round profit, and was figuring on two or three more, &nd hal some
small jobs to da, and he wents me to ga in partnership with him, at
least temporarily, till I have times to look around and says I &b
pull out at &ny time I deaire, I teld him T wantéd time to get my
besrings first, but would be glsd to help him for a few deys if
he desired, He said he would he glad to have me do 8o,

Nondsy, September 24th,

This morning we ground fourteen tools Tyscn had pgotten
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together, and were cherged $3.00 for the use of the grindstone,
We then did a small repair Job and received $25.00'1n_gpli.aoiﬁ for
about five hours work, DPid another small job for & man pext door
and regeived $5.£0 for ebout one hour's wark. This afternoon I
sent my horse to & ranch six milea away for pasture. I bought &
loaf of beker's bread for 50 cents, I saw a five gallon jar of
gtrawberry jam, I ordered s pint. Phe merchant seid he intended
to sell it in ﬁulk, but didn*t think_a pint would be missed and he
wouwld sell me & pint if I would buy & tin cup te ocarry it in,
I complied with his regquirementa. |

The City Hotel was op&ned;taday and the fhgp town was
celebrating the event, The celebration consisted i wholly of
drinking and firing sﬁall arms and ocannon., It was sald the drinpks
were free at the hotel, but the other plaées seem to be doing &
thriving business &t 256 eents & drink, The eity, if it ocan he
dignified by such & psme, is not easy.ta desoribe as it is such &
jumhle. I dc not know what is elty and what is canp. T am informed
that tha first freame building wes started here in January of this
year, 4 large proportion of the people sre living in tents.
Most of the busivess houses are orude snd roughly built, I would
think half of them are saloons, gambling amd aparting.hauses.

Near the business aaati&n. one can not get out of the sound df the
auctioneers orying off the eattle and wagons of the emigrants.
They seem to be slow ssle, | .

Por supper tonight we had among other things, baker's bresd .
end strewberry jam, It was the first fresh oven baked bresad I had
tasted sinee I was in Sglt Lske two months ago, &nd with this
exoeption, the first sinece leaving 3t, Joseph, nearly 5 months ago.

require

A8 I think I observed once before, - it deas not regutee & great

variety or quantity of focds to keep one in shape, r bave mot had
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what one would ¢all a square meal oftener than onge & wesk sin&e
I left the wagons 6 weeks ago, and I am feeling well &nd do not
believe I have lost & pound. I am hoping’and praying for the
safe arrivai‘of the compeny, but I cannot expeot it for two weeks

Cr more,

HOTE: === ' :
Thus ended the diary of my father as far &s I have

it, He remaipned in Sacramento shout & year aznd returned to his
home by wey of Panama,
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