
liNJyfRs1ry OF NEnn 
LIBRARY ' 

DEC271947 

BASIC PRHJCIPL 
for which 

FARMERS MIUUTE!!iEN OF NEBRASKA 
stand associated and believe can be realized through 
NON-partisa....~, NON-commercial, and NON-profit organi­ 
zation. 

Farmers Minute-:nen of Nebraska are or-gan i zed under. _the 
laws of Nebraska as a non-commercial, norr-pr-of'Lt., and 
non-political organization. __ Its membership is· made ~ 
up of aptua.1· I'armer-s and b us i.ne aemen who realize the· 

- source ~f their income comes• from the farm. Its ·ad­ 
ministrative busih~ss is· c~nducted by· a~ ·chair~a.n·, . 
Vice-Chairman, Secretary-Treasurer, and one Director 
from each of the five Congressional Districts. 

In striving for the achievement of the principles 
of the F:;irmers Minutamen of Nebraska, we realize that 
we have ·:rp.en _in every locality who r-ec oga i z e that· ·. ·· 
through unity· o_f or-gani z at.Lon farmers· wiJ,l more near~ 
ly command their .shar e of the Nationo.1 income but,'., uri­ 
til that comm~nd comes, farmers must continue to ac­ 
cept whutover payraents for their labor that specula­ 
tion deals out to them, and pay for their necessities 
of ferm and home whatever price orgsnized capital, in­ 
dustry; a..~d laoor charges them. 

.-·-: 

rt is the purpose of the Parmer- Minut0m0n cf Nebrusk9:, 
to organize such men in each locality, thereby concen­ 
trating br af.ns and backbone enough .f'or .bhe purpose of 
thinking out that whi.ch is best for .I'arme r s r -interests 
and concentrating their best efforts on how to g_et 
action. 'rt is a f'ur+hor- pur po se of the Farmer.s 'Minute­ 
men of Nebraska to affiliE:.te v;i th a..riy and all other 
farmers' organizations tho.t ar-o mek ing efforts to get 
the same results th,.t we are and , through our combined 
efforts, achieve the most that we c an for the most 
possible n umb er- and rege.rdlcss of who go-:;;:; tl1e Cl'E.:Ji.-t. 



BASIC Pf?.IHCIPLBS FOR W-:tiICH WE STiu'¾D .l:!u'Cr'Llu~ATION OF PRINCIPLES 
\ 

1. Agricultural income derived on a basis of "cost 
over pr-oduc td on" and not "v o Lume over needs". 

2. Parity prices based on !:L}lp~e production and not 
over-production, and not dependent on sympathe­ 
tic ceficioncy paymcrrbs from the public troas­ 
uryo ~reduction prices must stand oh the cost 
of production, pl us a r-ou sonab Le profit. 

3. Payments from public funds .to be made for soil 
conservation boricfi ts 'v,-bJch nr e j~stifiablc bc­ 
caus o -so Ll conservation guar a ntecs future sup­ 
port to the pub}ic treasury. 

1. When agricultural income must be increased by ex­ 
cessive vo l ume , it tends to lower tho price v,~th­ 
out reducing the cost. Two bushels produced 
wher-e only one i;, needed forces both bushels to 
be sold for the price one should. sell for, and 
speculation takes advant.ag e of tho si tue.tion. Al­ 
lotnents to take cure of consumption's demo.nds 
end a r eo sonbb Lo car ry -over- for, dr out.h or; flood 
ycur s assures stabilized prices to both producer 

· -und co nsumc r , 

2·~ · Leg i tim~te maz-ket, price to me er; the co st of _pr(?'"".· 
duction,; ,Pt us a r caaonab Le . profit,· need not be 

· tie.dc-:frop_ .pub.l i.c ' funds, sub ject.mg the farmers' 
- J. , .•.. 

Lricomo to tho wh lms of .1_qgi slation. To· f'o.I l ow 
. the exanp Lc of all ot.her- we LI or-g an i z cd rnnrruf ac e­ 
.bur cr-s ; · by b ui.Ld Lng for the markot.t s denand s and 
d emand tng h r ca son ab Le profit on the cost of ar­ 
ticle o f'I'er-ed for sn Le , is practical 11pari ty • . + Tl . po.ymon vS • 

4. Continuance of nnd improvement on the.sover£'.l 
different form programs which have pr oven o. benc - 
fi t to farmers' Lrrt.er e s t.s ; Lnc Lud i.ng the sto.bili­ 
z a+i.on of' f'urmer-s t" marke t s through commodity 
loans; und tho Lmpr ovcncrrt of f'ar-m homes through 

• rural electrification. , 

3. Conservation of the soil's fertiln,v is t.ho duty 
of any well or'gand z ed govcrnr-errt for t.he pur-po so 

·of.insuring its O½n support throubh th0 support 
of its peopl? _in generations to come. No Govern,, 
mcrrt is. stronger t.han the strength of its nut.ur aL 

. resources; consequcnt.Iy , · to. pro servo nat.ur-a I -re, 
sources not needed. in this generation for the us-. 
of the next generation is a govc_rrn,1ental duty and 
payments for the same conservation is justifiabl :J._ 

4. Ccngr'c sai.onc I nc t Lon in me.king certain programs 
· '. available. to ruru I people are to be commended, 

maintained, end "irr:proved. on. Ruru I electrifica"· 
tion, Vvhercin it is possible to have the- bon'.3- 
fits of .electricity in fr.rm homes c.t a cost of 
distribution . Gl1COU.rages farmers to modernize 
their homes. - ,M;rioultur.f.l.l Adjustment Act vvhic!-1 
balances pro:'l.uction to the needs of. c:o:~suLption 
and, through commodity loans~ sta.biljz,,~, pric-- r 

to ?rodu.cors as well as cansu..'1lcr:; "',:'<1 ::..c 
fa;rc-.3 sr.e.r:~~1 ~-:-~ ~Yl ,..~ ..;..._i., .i..1 .... ;": "~·--· ~.-.,,. .. ~ .- .- , 



5. Re-ac.justment downward of farm mortgage valua­ 
tions to a. point where the actual income from 
the farm can hope to liquidate the debt and at 
the same time furnish a decent living for the 
family who must live with the debt while they 
are paying it. 

6. Re-arrangement of agriculturo.l credits and re­ 
duction of interest ro.tes tho.t will encour-age 
indi viduul ownership of farms by o=,erP' _: ve far.­ 
mers, through legislative c.ction wt.ich vnll put 
ugrieultu,rul interests-on o.n equality in borrow­ 
ing and repaying with indus_try. 

7~ Further development of f'ar-me r Lec.der-sh ip through 
cncour cg emcrrt of f't.rrner-s to continue to r.dmi.rri> 
str:::.te their own progrrun.s through democrc._tic 
elective .and, not burec.ucrc..tic selective ridminis­ 
trc.tors. ~ 

a.· Encourage f'cr-mor s to s tcnd as c.. body on Leg.i s Ls.­ 
tivc cffc.irs which benefit their best interests 
end r-egor d f'arrior-s t best interests r.s their 
politics_• 

9. A re~lizo.tion thc.t I'c.rmcr s ure justly entitled 
to tho benefits of mCJ1y comforts of u home which 
they produce for o+hcr s but never hr.vc for them­ 
se'l.ves , some of which c an be obtained through 

~ orgo.nizution for a f'a i r share of tho o.grieul tur­ 
al income. 

5. Many farms were valued unreasonably high during 
the 1918-20 inflation period. Debts incurred 
against that valuation sh0uld be revalued to meet 
the farm's ability to permit some hopw of liquiia­ 
ting the debt during the debtors active lifetime 
and furnish a decent living for his family wh i Le 
he is giving his best efforts to meet the demands 
of the obligation. 

6. When fa.rm prices are stabilized through commodity 
loans c.nd all hazard insurunce reduces losses from 
crop failures, land vo.luations should not radic~lly 
chc.nge over c. period of yec.rs; therefor, rurQl cre­ 
dits should be recognized ns pc..r with c.ny, c.nd in­ 
terest rntes should b'e as low as industry pnys. 

7. It has been proven that fc.rm lec.dership is ccpcaLo 
of directing f'r.rm interests but we recognize thil.t 
too few fc.rmer s have confi den cc in their own 0.b ili­ 
ty cs Lecde r sj therefor, it is' our hopo vbo.rdove Lop 
more leadership by c::-.lli_ng for mor e f'r.rmor-s to rep­ 
resent f'a rmer-s t interests in I!lf.ttcrs 'of legislc. ':;ion 

_ and adrmn i s t rrrtd on o-.f r.11 bodies gove.rn i ng · f'crrn sr-s! 
interests. 

8. Until such time as fc.rmors r-cr.Li z e thr:..t par t.i scn 
politics ar-o only "monkey wrenches" handed to them 
to be throv.n Qt er.ch other in order to scatter 
their efforts in legislr.tive m:::,tters, I'e rmcr s wi.H 
bciused by politicic.ns to defec.t their own ·purpos8s. 
When farmers' ·best interests ar o their po Li.t.Le s , 
Laws concerning f'c.rmer-s intorosts will be. ms.de end 
enforced for them Lns te ad of c.gc.inst them. 

9. Every tovm &nd city in any farming u rec. shows the 
o.ccumulc,tion of wer,lth through substnntidly built 

·business blocks, fine home.s with-modern· lighting. 
hec.ting, c.nd sc.ni-tation c.nd their business heads 
and office help h&ve ·the privilege·of shorter mid 
more regulo.r hours than fs.rmers, yet it all must 
be maintained from the lc.bor applied to the soil 
by the· fc.rmer. Is it because there o.r0 too mo.ny 
fo.rmers or 2.re they too dumb to sr.r r.~ , r t".:·· ,.-:e;:;,.1 th 
which they crente for others but 1:v-, :.-l- ;.,.~-._,,~ :;_or 
themselves. 



10. i;:.1 uauo r s cancn.ng 'Gnat rarmcr pe op Lo have always 
riu:..de their homes and spent their active life on 
their farms and hope to return to a better ful­ 
fillment of a hope of an institution that began 
with Time itself.· 

10. L,u.u.dl\,lOHS ovoJ.· \,11.LC!l 1J::1.rm0rs nave nad J..l ut-.1.f;:: 
or no voice in bringing ab~ut have forced farm 
home after home to be vacated, the buildings to 
stand empty or torn down, and the land farmed 
under tenancy or hired by one who lives in town 
and. never contributes to that country home life 
which was the very foundation of hopes of the 
founders fu"ld protectors of our democracy • 

\ . \ **** 
**** . 

\ 
:ye bo'l Leve thr.t··fo.rmors ren.lizc._1).ow. mor-c than 
qvcr before that :through their own efforts 
~hoy :r.rult ·protect their om1_~ntcrcsts; 
\ . i . . ·' . . . . .· .· 
I '. 

vte believe thrt -f'ar'rnor s can atte,in bhc sc ob- 
je~tivos · throui;·h .an .orgG"lization wor'k i ng col­ 
locti vely for them end when ru1y or all of 
thc:k ob je c't Lve s ·arc pcrracnent Iy as sur-cd , far~ 
mcr s \--ill be s+r onger- factors in helping to 
build ~.nore prosperous country, to~~, and city. 

\ 
lfe bo'I t ove thd to ach i eve any, or a l l ; of these 

·9bjcctives is possible and within the reach of 
fnrmers, and wi.Ll, not Lnconverri.enoo a,_--y le­ 
g'itinate b.us.i.ne s a , 

. ·\ . : . l 

\ . \ 
W~ 'be Li.eve t.hs t atricul ture is the cr-eat ivo 
pcwe.r behind £.11 Prosperity and that to limit 
the sharing of the prosperity to few, instead 
of a fa:i,r distribution to 1mmy., works a hard- 

_··ship on alJ,ti 

.- 

With thirty million people engaged in American 
agriculture and only 11% of them organized for 
their own interests, is it any wonder that farm­ 
ing is a hand to mouth business? 

With bn....l'J.kcrs organized for the protection of 
~onoy interests, 8-"ld f~rmors one of their l~rg­ 
est customers, can 11% of us speak loud enough 
t~ have any voice in rural credits and reason­ 
able interest rates? 

With industrial manufacturers organized to 
control prices of their products of which NC are 
heavy buyers, CU."'1. we hope to help set the ~ost 
of our production? 

With Labor organized to get their shar e of tho 
National income, o.ro we in position to say their 
share is too high when compared to that portion 
vro get for our labors? 

The ansvror to all these questions is not to 
fight any organization., but to orgc.nize our ovm 
efforts to protect our own interests. 




