BASIC PRINCIPLI
for which
FARWMERS MINUTEMEN OF NEBRASKA
stand essociated and believe can be realized through
NON-partisen, NQON-commercial, and HON-profit orgeni-
zation.

Farmers Minutemen of Nebraska are organized under the
laws of Webraska as a non-commercial, non-profit, and
non-polltlcal orgenization. Its membership is made
up of detual farmers end bu31nessmen who reallze the
source of their income comes from the farm. Its ad-~
ministrative businéss is conducted by ‘&° Chairmen,

Vice~-Chairmen, Secretary-Treasurer, and one Dirsctor
from each of the five Congressional Districtse

In striving for the achievement of the principles

of the Farmers Minutemen of Nebraska, we realize that
we have men in svery locality who recogqlze thaly ;o5
through unltj of organization farmers will more néar;
ly command their share of the Wational income but, un-
til that command comes, farmors must continue to ze-
cept whatover payments for their lebor that specula-
tion deals out to them, and pay for their nccessities
of ferm and home whatever pricc orgenized capitsl, in-
dustry; aad laoor charges them.

t is the purpose of the Fermer Minutoemen of Nebraska
to organize such men in each locality, thereby concen-
trating,brains and backbone cnough for the purposc of
thinking out that which is best for .farmers' interests
and concentrating their best efforts on how to get
actions It is & further purpose of the Farmers Minute-
men of Nebraske to affiliete with any and all other
fermers® orgenizations thot are meking efforts to get
the seme results that we are and, through our combined
efforts, achieve the most that we can for the most

possible number and regerdless of who gots the credite
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FASIC PRIACIPLES FOR WoICH WE STanD
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Agricultural income derived on a basis of "cost 1
over production" and not "volume over needs"

Parity priccs based on emple production and not o

over-production; and not dependent on sympathe-
tic céficicncy payments from the public trcas-
urys. Production prices must stand on the cost
of production, plus = roasona@le profit.

Poyments from public funds to be made for soil 3,
conscrvetion benefits which are justifisble be-
cous ¢ soil conservation gusra ntecs futurec sup-
to the public treasurye

Continuance of and improvement on the. scveral 4,
1t farm progroms which have proven a bene-

fit to farmers! interests, including the stabili-

zation of farmers' markets through commodity

loans, ond the improvemcent of farm homes thr ough

rurul elﬂctrlflcutloA.

BXPLANATION OF PRINCIPLES ‘

When agricultural income must be increascd by ex-
cessive volume, it tends to lower the price with-

out reducing t he coste Two bushels produced
where only one is needed forces both bushels to
bé sold for the price one should sell for, and
speculation takes advantage of the situetion.
lotments to take carc of consumption's demands
nd a roasonable carry-over for. drouth or” fiood
yeors assures stabilized prices to both producer

Al-

'and CONSUMCT o

Legitimete market price to mect the cost of nro—‘
duction,: plus a reasonablc .profit, nced not be

“hiede fromhpubllc funds, subjecting the fermerg?

income to “the whinms of legislations To follow

. the example 6f 2}l other well organized manufac-

turcrs,- by building. for the market's demends and
demanding & reasonabls profit on the cost of ar-
ticlé,off@rou for salc, is practical "parity *
paymonts”.

Conservation of the soilts fcrt1' 1vv is the dubty
of any well organized governront for the purpose
of .insuring its own support through the support

of its peoplc in generations to comes No Govern -.

ment is stro;ger than the strength of its natural

resources; con 1sequently,  to, preserve natural re-
sources not nceded in this gencration for the us
of the next generation is a governmentel duty and
peyments for the same conscervation is Justifiablas

Congressional sction in meking certain programs

Tavailable to rurel people are to b“ commended,

¥
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meintaines irproved one Rurzl electrifica-
tion, thrul it is possible to heve the bonz-
EES] o elvctrlclty in ferm homes at a cost of
dlstrlbutloﬂ eiicourages farmers to modernize
their homese Agricultural Adjustmer nt Act which
balances production to the necds Sl coﬂsunotlon,
and, through cormodity loans, St&bllT?’k Bl s
to oroducers as well ag corrsshimers auid ey '
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Re-ad justment downward of farm mortgage valua-
tions to a point where the actual income from
the farm can hope to liguidete the debt and at
the same time furnish a decent living for the
family who must live with the debt while they
are paying ite :

Re-arrangement of agricultural credits end re-
duction of interest rates thet will encourage
individual ownership of farms by ouere':ve far-
mers, through legisletive ection which will put
agricultural intereésts.on en equality in borrow=-
ing end repaying with industry.

Further development of fermer lesadership through
encouregement of formers to continue to cdmini-
strate their own programs through democreatic

. elective and not buresucratic selective adminis=-

tretorse

Encourage fermers to stand &s &« body on legisla~
tive effairs which benefit their best interests
and regerd farmers® best interests as their
politicse

9¢ A reclization that fermers are justly entitled

to the benefits of meny comforts of a home which
they produce for ethers but never heve for theme-
selves, some of which cen be obtained through

" orgenization for a fair share of the agricultur-

el incomee
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fany farms were valued unreasonably high during
the 1918-20 inflation periode Debts incurred
against that valuation should be revalued to mest
the farm's ability to permit some hopw of liguida-
ting the debt during the debtors active lifetime
and furnish a decent living for his family while
he is ziving his best efforts to meet the demands
of the obligation. :

When farm prices are stebilized through commodity \
loans end all hazard insureance reduces losses from

crop failures, land veluations should not radically
chenge over o period of years; therefor, rurel crc=-
dits should be reccognized as per with sny, and in-

terest rates should be as low as industry payse

It has been proven that farm leadership is capeosle
of directing frrm interests but we recognize that
too few fermers heve confidence in their own obili-
ty &s leaders; therefor, it is our hopc  to ‘develop
more leadership by eclling for mors formers to rep-
resent farmers' interests in metters of legislasion

~eand edministration of ¢11 bodies governlqg farm:rs!

intercestse

Until such time as fermers roclize thet pertisan
polities are only "monkey wronches" hended to them
to be thrown at eceh other in erder to scatter

thelr efforts in legisletive matters, frrmers will
belused by politicians to defect their own purposczse
When farmers®! best interests arc their peolities,
laws concerning fermers interests will be mede end
enforced for them instead of against thom.

Every town end city in 2 ny farming e res shows the
accumuletion of weclth through substantially built

business blocks, fine homss with-moedern-lighting,

heeting, end scnitabion end their business hecads

‘end office help heve the privilege of shorter and

more regular hours than farmers, yet it all must

be maintained from the lebor applied to the soil

by the farmer. Is it because there ere too mony
farmers or are they too dumb to shere in t% weslth
which they create for others but n._vor
themselvese
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o WIAGISCANGING Thdt Iarmor people have always

mede their homes and spent their active life on
their farms end hope to retwrn to a better ful-
fillment of & hope of en institution that began
with Time itself.
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We believe thet farmers realize‘gowtmoré‘than
gver before that through their own efforts
thoy muét protoct their own. 1htorcsts,'

: Wé bcllevc islhats fﬂrnxrs can Vttﬂl tHGSv ob-

jei tives ‘through .an organization working col-

Icetively for them ond when any or all of

these objectives arc permonently assurcd;, far-~

mors 7ill be stronger factors im helping to

build a,more prospcrous country, town, and citye
\

e bl eve that to achieve any, or all. of these

"gbjectives is possible and within the reach of

formers, end will not inconveaisnce any le-
gitlﬂate buslnesa.

Né belleve thet agrloalture is the creative
power behind ell p”osporlty and that to limit

- the sha ring of the prosperity to few, instead

of a fair distribution to many, works a hard-

.~sh1p on all&

iJe

Lond1CL048 Over wiliCA rarmers nave udad illvis
or no voice in bringing abosut have forced farm
home after home to be vacated, the buildings to
stand empty or torn down, and the land farmed
under tenancy or hired by one who lives in towm
end never contributes to that country home life
which was the very foundation of hopes of the
foundsrs and protectors of our decmocracye
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With thirty million pcople cengaged in American
agriculturec and only 11% of them organized for
their own interests, is it any wonder that farm-
ing is a hand to mouth business?

With bankcrs organized for the protection of
money interests, snd furmers one of their leorg-
est customers, can 11% of us speak loud cnough
te heve any voice in rural credits and reason=-
eblc interest ratos?

With industrial manufacturcrs organized to
control prices of their products of which ac are
hecavy buyers, can we hopc to help set the zost
of our production?

With Labor organized to gct their shere of the
National income, arc we in position to say their
share is too high when compared to that portion
we get for our labors?

The answer to all these questions is not to
fight any organizetion, but to organize our own
efforts to protect our own interestse






