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FORE1TIRD

One d"uy vilile browsing iri a libror;,r 4*orrt the O?Ot s I forurct- a B00K
0F ClLiiil.lffI}tr LIBt,l'A.itiiiS bt/ T. l:'. I(ot:h. Novr it rvas with ea$erness, I can assure
jrour that 1 scanneci the pagesi

To those of you vrho have read the boolc you itay recall a cirapter
rrov.ra -- and tlre:i .;tnor'ffestir rn t]rat chapter mention is made ofl the public
Li-br:',ry at Lincoln. Now, hnonS-ng that tho::e a,re tod.ay i.n sixty-eight Nebrasha
tovms Carnegie buildinlgs, o.nil realizirrg that in each communtty the 1ibrary is
Just as irnporbant as the; one in Lincoln I .iras ilersuaded to continue the story
e"s f,rr as Nebraska is concerncd. In each tovnr in which one of these buildings
stand.s, o i)err{i}Dr}nt nemorial. to thc benefactor, 'bha"'b building is,an outstancl-
ing bit of good r,rrchitecture, a conter of civj-c prid.e and a ieal comrm:nit1'
asse'b. Iru-rther it r,uilI be fonnd that tire srnaller tire corununity the rnore
val.u'rble is thc .r,:lft.

l[]ren one begi.ns to 'orite on any subject, th.at subject becornes like a
hi;il'rrr;' lrith side-roerdg appc.rring a.t intcrva-l.s. This sr.rbject of Carnogie
Lii:rr.ries j-n lrlebraska i.s no exceptj-on when it cones to correlating subjects.

I'b secmeci- that a sketch of early Nebraska and. of her.growing in-
d.us'bries anci her vas'b resourccs shoulcl be considered. This is the background
on ivlrich tht' l','hol-c cultural and educational elements are groirnded.

0n1.;r mere-: mentiorr c,s'.n be 3ivcn to some of the libraries vrhich have'bi;cn the var; ond r'roof in the librar?' activi'by; the Statc Libro.ry, the
Unrversj.b.-Libraryl the Public Library Commission, the $tate Historlcal
Society and the Legislati.re Reference Burcau. Thcn thc::e arc thc seversl
school r"ntl colleg+ libra::ics. lle,ch of thesr shouli{ have a place in a. complete
d.iscoursc on Nebraska Lib::ari:s.

No paper on Ca.rnegie Libraries would bc conplctu without a story of
L{r. AnC::,lu Ca-r:ne,gi; himsalf, and. his big, gcncrous idca.

Becausc of thc plncc thc many ta:c-support:d. librilries, not Carnegie
3ifts, hsve in indlvidual 1ocr.r.1i'bi$sy I wish to rriention t,iem in this forclryord..
Iach of them is $iort-tly of l"ts place in the corurunitJr ancl wortlry of the name
?ubllc Librarry.
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NillBitA,SlL. Alllr CAfL;jiCiIil tlBr':AitllitS

In tire ven' center, of bhe Uni'ted $ita'bes lies the state of
Nebi'a.sl<a"

trldebrathkarr was 'bn,.; Otor Inciir-rn name for the Platte or trFla.t
lolatLr.tt Ag'b]ris ulrrs'ual ::iver'cal.i.ed by lrvin,j tt'l:h.e nost na.nificc;nt and
tht: ntost usol.css oi' riverstt flows acro$s tl:e s'bar,te ii vas a verl'' sr;lnifi-
c,,r.nf nime to give the teri'i'Lory.

I{lstory tre3i-ns wi'[,]L the f:i.rst j.nha.iritants founcl here br {,hs
r*:lte mcn. i{ebla.ska re'g a.:'r'o"r'b India.ii center. I.ler i:'id"e ol'ren i.j,oacoi:: i)i.o-
vir-i.eri cxcellent hunt.,ing grr:unds ancl an abunti-ant food sui:p1y. I'lhr-'n the
r.ihite iron came they for."ndi tire lrro-ians grou:-.od in sevcn 'bribcs, the lJrlkotas
or' ,!ii-i:'rrx, i,he Poncis, th.e Omr.riras, 'bhe Otobs, the lVlissou.::is, tlir: Parun,res,
tho Are;:e&oes and the Cheyenn;rrj,

Itr 1541 tr'rancis V;lg;v.:Llgs Corona.do a.nrl his !ar$r pushec"l as fs.r
norbl'r rLsthis regi.r:n,. Thcse w:.:::c the first vrhitc mcn rocordrcd b7 histori,'
as visiting thi.s ;art of Amei'ica. !r'on a Cia.ry kupt by Ca1:tain Juan
Jar.'am1l.lo, one of the party, lnterestlng fa.cts are 3'ieanccl. rrThis; country
;:resente a ver?' fine appcarance, than which I havc not se';n a bet'ber tn r:.11
11',11 *Spaiil nol Italy nor a part of Ffance, nor, j.ndeed, ln the other coufitrj orljn rvhich I heve travellecl, in his l'{ajestyt s ,$erviee, for it is not a very
rough country, but it is inade up of hil-l.ochs ancl plains, and very fine ap-
pearj.ng rivcrs end sbrearns, r',rhich certainJ-;. satisfj.ed me ancl macie me surc that
it vill be very fruitful in aLl sorts of ,'iroducts. ind-c,d, therc is a
profi.t j-n the cattle reatly to tl:e hand, from thr+ quantity of thcm, which is
ae grcat iis one cou.l.ci i.na1ine. Wc fou-nd a. vai:i.o'b3- of Cnstilion p:runesr',ftich
*rire not nIl r:ecl, but some of them black c"nd 3recn; tire trcc and fruit is
certainl-y lil:c that of Casti-l-e, with a vcry excelicnt .flo.vor. Arrron,,' ttic
eoi,rist ,;'IO found flax, ',lrhich springs up t'r'om thc ,lrrrt,h in c1-ui'n-os a.rart fronr each
oth':r, -.ihieh are noticcabl-tl, ;r.*; thc co.t'blt; do not eat i.t, thcir' tops e.nd
bluc flol'ruis, a?e very pcrfic,t erlthough smolI, rese,lblin-bha'b of orr or',rr

'Sp,:in, (o:: sumaeh likc our$ in $pein,) Her',1 clc gr:arcs along sonc str"-.,un$r of
a f '-ir flcrvo:', not tr: be i.mprovcd u;on----rl

Th.i: g'r:at herds ::f i:uffalocs found by this p;rr{" in ft.riviri rr.rro
o, irrz:.rr,'clouro si3ht. Thr: S.,pani-*rils ir:.d bcon guici",rd. h,-rr ' by rLn Inci"ii'.nr a Inc-'rnbei'

uf tl,o tribe Ii."ri-ng bere. The.' th.erefore found tite Inii.ialls r/tird vcry hos-
.riteb-l-e. It wrs ;:robLbl'; AuSust vhen they' visltecl he:ril ii.nd thei" :,cnt beck
soutir for th.e winter dctermj.iied, to retri:'n the follolting spring.

irie learn tl:ir-t French trcclori:j ir.ricl o:,,p3-ot'ers traveled up the
i'lisscruu'i. early in 1700.

The -r,'hole rre,lion beceune a rruch ilis;:uted tcrritory in tj.r:r.. It
h,:s ircun ?rcld by throe cou.ntrirs, Sp:i.n, Fr:r',nce, elnd ingl,-rnd. and h1'g fi.rr:re-
fc'rr: br:cn under three flirSs. fn 1805 i't ri,irJ'a .r":rt of thc grcnt Louis:i-ana
'berr5"toi:1' soid b;' Fri'.nco to t-li:i'i;ed Sbrtos.
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As the gr.rnd pngleant of the ye,lrs pas$es in i'evievr exploie::s,
rli,ssionaries, traders a.nd home soeketp eppco.r. The last 'v'sere puslring
wes br,ri,Lrci ever westir.lo.rd..

Nebrnsl<a lvas so locabed r.,hat mc,ny poople pnssed through. Between
the ].n;1vs 1836 end" 1866 the govei:ruient recorcled at itr3 fo:'ts tirat rnore than
Lvto arft. a ho.lf rnil-lion people crossed. Idebraslca in covered. wagons.

Passir:g on throug'h the years vre crrive at the l{ansas- l'tcbrl;shrr
days. Stephen A. Douglas introd.rrcecl a bill in Oongz'ess in 1844 to orgiLnize
tire Nebraslca "bcrritory. It f*ilect. Lj-liewise & seconcl, r.nci a thlrcl bill
failcd." Fi.nll-ly in 1854 a. fou::th known ao the t'Kanscr:-l'Icbraskart bill vr:s
passea er.fber.'r long irard. stnrggle, and r:a.$ si.g;ned. by Presldent Franklin Piercen

The original te::r:[1;or1r was very exbensive . lt streched I'r'om the
i(a.nsrs bo::d-er to Briticih Amcr"ice and from tlc Mj.s;souri fr,lver to the liocky
llountain$.

The fight was r/on irr 1867 for ;:t:Ltehood- nnci Nebraska bccame a
*stertr: I/lr.rci:r lst of that yes.r. Omnha, boo-utiflr.ll)'locltecl on the bluffs of
ti:lc l.llj.ssouli llivcr vli.s rt the vory gate to the 'r,ir':st. 0m,l"ira 'viar: the c:,"pitel
of the territory but LincoLn vrits finally chosen ns the capital for the s'bate.

The yci,.r's follolving rrcre neve:: to be forgotten. Iiard timcs,
droutir nnd grasshol:pei's iollowcd cl.ose [1)on €ia,ch o'b]rer. It vras not long untrl
the nos'b desirable l.rncl in the ,:i'rstcrn p€trb of tho state r;-as all honr:stcadrcd
i'.nd" theln the morc nt-:ir1c;11fu13er1s llome gceker$ pressed fnrtirer vlest. Those r:elrly
clays s'crcng'bhened the fibre of thc citizens n.nd rihile sourc becirne discouraged
trnd turned- b:rck nirny morc stayed. To those lrho stiryecl we pay horner6;e. It is
to sucir as stryed tha.t }iamlln Gilrland ancr i;i'i.lln Cather, ]3ess S'b:cceter Al-d"rlch
c.ncl. cthors hrvc ireid tribute in story. It ls to those rvho p::essed on and
succceded 'ohrt fitting nonuments :ncl memorj-,:l$ ,:"r'e ereoted., t;o ker.:p elive the
:,/c$t,Jq/cr.rs for thc leoplc of tor'.'ay.

Just nolr oire of ti:e ritost ii:tcrcsting of corirner;rtion ;:rojects in
this strte is thgt bo :nelcc thc location of "bhc llst gr,:;nt historical battle
bet',oon the Sioux;:rrcl.'bhe Parrnocs. This bcrttle was i.n 1875 near Trenton Ernd

in th<.r souttrlrcst p-rrt of the sl.,te. In 19tB through intercst r"rotr.sod by
Ccngrcss;rrn Shrllcnb:rg..:r, a f:dr:ral npp:ropri:tion of liZSClO 'wi1s nade. This
is;: r'ea1 Incli,-'.n story of hi.sl,c.rrical signifi-crr.nce. Pe::htlirs the intercst of
a foriner Nr:l:resklrn, Cra'l,zctn tsc.rrglum l'riL]- cngage him in the creation of a
sr,ritablc menorj-eL to bc i:laccd. on that last Incl.ian bat-bLc-fic1c.

Passing ilcrogs tho st:lte from u*s-i: ruo iNiit cr from south to north
cxic finds nii.ny small to,,:ns f*r itlebrr:ska is mo.C.e rr"p of smi.lll 'l,ot'.,rts' The
po;ru1a.ti-on in thu mrjority'of U:ie comnrun:Lties is five thousand cr l;ss.
(Uostly le,s$.) fn bhesc tor:rns rnd in the country surrouncii.tr;, livc the
bu.},'ari: of tire statc.

llative Ancricans, fcr the most part, ol: I)eoples from tfte
agricriltr:.r:'c1 sections of Northern Europe inhnbit thc eommunitieo. These
h't'ber pooplc brought lrith then a truc lcve for the soil ':nd- intense nmbiticn
alcng';rith a love for Amcricnn libcrty. All thcse raal<e themthe mrrst de-
$ilabl,: <;f eltizetrs.
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As one approaches tne itr.re?3.ge Nebrask:r town the usuiil slqyl.ine
of 3 St&nd.-pipe, tvro- or' 'bhree gri.',in elevatcrS nncl $everal church spires
opi)ecrr. TLrLn upr:n entcr:ing the lilnitc of thc vj-l.ln.ge therc is bhe uufolcling
oi-tn" us11il pu:notrn,ar school irouse, roilriiocl. statlon rvith tire stoelc yarcis

near by, two or three filling $'bi"tiioils nnc]- scveral ijare:':es' of whicl: the
li'orct is-no doutrt the bosL e<guipped, l possi.bl,e creemery, snC, ntunerous store$.
Tiien one finits a Tourist ircilcr-ofti:n lvith a pcpulor sui:mning nool. The streets
r,rre rqicle arrd- the liorte$ look cornfortable. Sr:rtletim-r$ there iS * lib::'l'ry'

Drivi'ng on over tlie -r":11 <levelopcci- highvre';r $jrstem 'blrrou'jh 'r'he

corn shaded avenuJs, one is impressecl b)'the fertilitll of th'.r sorl'' Grci;'t
fielc1s of gra-in ancl alfalfa stretch out to tire ri3ht lr.nd left. Fcr.rthor rro$t,

flelds of su,-ra.r beets ahd potatoes prove -bir.nt proclucts oi' the soil '-rre
abund.s,nt. In tttese western soctj-ons ttre agriculturc i'q carried- on by moens

of irrigntion, .blie lack o.fl watcr having br.:en c" serious dra'rbacl< iu carller
yer.rs. In fB54 Ucr.rvarcl Everet'L iir.lc si'-id of the alear_ ttlt is l*rollv uscles$,
'f.or agriculturrrl purtJoses and must rctnsin go forcver,i

Thc grcat &rco.s whe:i,i: graziry'. preclomlnates anci the vest sections
rrherc vrilct hay iloulishes, ati.d.,olrch to tirJ statc;rs finnnci:;tl returns. It is
ve::,r 3ryi6l.ent tn evern, sid_e ttrat llebr:rslc: ig .rn .:'.grlcu1i,pr*1 Stcte ancl e yankinS',

stato in this ver-v im;rortant ind"ustry.

One is attrlr.cted by thc snr,l1 grovos of brcres grccing the lcLnd-

Sca:ig. Hxoept for trr:c5 along rivers:-rncl Strcnnr$ eacir clunp of trces me'lnS

e houe. There was & tinro whcn it was thou3:hi: imlossible to grorr trecs in this
state -- but th.rt was: yer.rs adjo. Nor-r, iiranks to our noble citizen, J'-
Ster.Li.ng Morton, Nebrlskr. is ifiro';,r-n as thc Tree PLc:ntcrrs litrtc. Tov'rcri-ng

above 1hc grove is anothor conmon sigii'L -- th,.--b of thc 'rrhirling v'rirrd-rnill- --
thc: ne,,"oz' inding vater oupply fo:: inen "''nd bcasl;'

f t is er bcautifu-l- s;'b ltc no-.;l but th.or,l ',reri: thosc rjtr'llo ttrou'jht it
beaubiful ';.,hen it )-ry :s a prri::j.c country. tsa;yar,l. Tal'1o" ,oi::otGr ttTirs corr"ntry

is onu of -bht; rnost lir',-utiful I *vrx' lookod uj)on. Irla.ture h.'rs givcn it *
sl.:i.-,thlr-l.f;rnd- finish ].,4r:l.ch *lscl,lherc corne f.i'om k:n;J cu1-'bivi'"tion.rl

L:t',:SOllt tc)itci.Sngy of T{c'

g:o'.,'iitp; incir:Lstricgr rnnn1.. of rrhicl
nr:ted: 'bh+:rc is tliiLt c'r'cr

in c.11 th:.: dr:r,'el"oPure:rt :LnC

gro';,bh iir.,:'b il 'ts trrken i:ln-ce'.,t-ithin i;lre s'i,rr.'|.'e.

One mrgh'b dl'oll rb 1-ongth uLpon the
rc carmot c'von ncntion h'ero. l-lrrt this niurst be

i;'.;:rd

i,ilre cduCrLtional S),Stern ij-c,S;rVi$ nor:e:r thi,il 3 ptr,Ssing l:onilrk. i'l'x-

ccllcnt o1:portunititr$ r,re of"for.ei. I'b is a fl.c;'b of ';rhicl: the silltcr ci;n bi-r

justly p::cuc1 th.:r.t practicr.liy e'lleryono i'rithi;r 'bhe bound;:i;'j-;:S can rc'r0d rLnd

l;i.itc. 'Ih(; itlitcracy iS l:i; -* one anr'l- fc'ur-tenthS ircr"'r:nt -- pl;rt:as

iicbr:.Sk* $OCOilcL ,:lmond- the S-b.:-1,:S' Iti-,i$, cur nci'hbor to -bhc c'iSt, iS i'j'rSt'

Anoiiler comnr:ncl.airlu Ll:ring in ;.i4' si;t'"te irnd- noticeable iiet'c:r is
th;.!-ac.ll of r:-::,',1 poverbl'" O'rc': ho"l'i of t'ho f'':irrificr: r'r':;n thcir hom:s 'r'nd- inoro

i,li...n fifb./ ror ""nt of the ferilr l,LndS ilrc or)er'i.',ted-'q'- o'iiLt(:r3$'
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0u1; ;'rcln tl:rls l:'ijr'.-t o h.1s <rone :r g4r'orlr of c;:L;:-i;-r-n-gui.sfied. r'eo3-l-::.
0n;:; .,,1Lslr'-);'th I'ilrn'birr3i;ort, r.l, ','rc,1.1-kitornr icogr';.":;.i:r-:;re hl:l:: s,-lcL tlr;r.t lieb::aslia
i'.url:ij ;,ccond on.l' 'i-:o Nevr'.ir:..1.t-:";r;. in-L,irr:r pr,,i:crlntcrj:e oi'l:rs:i':ritople r,'iho havet
3rrinerl c'i riiinclJ.on.

ln'bo i:he i:i,:;br:.:,rl;r. l:elri'bbrj, c1rl.rir;: i;he l:tte:' li;L].f' of the hst
cer).'ijuJ:' (jruTie hu,.i(r-i,ac.Ls o.i f uri:--l,j-,;g :"titl)itiouo *nd, ea.";e:: :ioj: litirt.i hoitr:s.
f:1,:.rltclcl$ rr'l:rd. cl'r'uJ'ch:)s r'ie:'.: t;or;n i:$'birir..l-irt.i:ri;iie .:,.nii ii'r rn ;rry' S"nstc.ncef:j libr:Lr."ics
,;':::r $ti..l"l,ccl.

iSinr:c 'bi'1.i., i(:..n$,i;-li:,.irr,'.sL..t Act of l,{cr;; 7:,Ae i_85/, -bho:cr-. hiis b;"in ,:
st,:.1ie l.j"brr.lrr'. ?i:.* or'ficr; c,f sl:;r.t'i libr,.:i"il:n Tras cr(;Cttf;C'l- j.fl L8672 rlnd the
SccrlL,r.i'y oi' $t:tc r""::s '-1i:ri3nr.t(,c ,:r,oj'fj"cio r"s Sb,L'i:c Lil1::rlj.l:n. In 1871
trlo cii*r.i i;:i onti ,,ii)r,i ,nr..ic rrf "i:l:ri., nt.r'Lc libruj'. Tl:t.. tuisrltlllrncous uretcri-nl
'l,i: iic in ch'Lr;e cf tiL.u Siec:'ctlrl; of $tLl;c .,.ncl. thc ls.',r scction t.tnC-i,r f,!6 errJo
c;f i:hc Cl,,rri: cl''bl:.'Supr'.,i'iie Cc.'urt. J.r"tru.'.r.' I, I92I, ily ''",rn.:no.rncnt to 1,hcr

Crilstltut:i.c;ti tli,:Ohi']; of 'blx; i'ju':ru:n: Coui"t lra$ filgo nr:rii.o ljt:ito Librl,riu:r.
Tli:ls U-brr.-ry is l.: crr'.r.ib:rLr.l-r::.fisi.lt cif c;ut'stat-, :inct ig locot:ci. in i'i:s
rrr;xr.ci-ou$ "'.ni:l h,,:-:ut;iftr-l qur.r";crfi in tlri nclt 0:r'pitol Builitng.

Th: -l-i.br:"j;';' ot' tl:,-, Univcrsl'b1r of i'i,.rbr:.r,jlc;Lr cstt'"b-l.isht;cl in i-871,
irl-s :l libr,',,r:,'' (j.,s,:rvin: $ot)ei-.r;1, m',ntion. TLi; u:rivc:rsity l-ibr'rJr i.s ttre
]-lrj.rst iii-i:l:u st,lt;.r. D;ir:'.rtn:;nt.:1l librlri-us:rr,, loci:b.':d bo b-;s $cccggible
,:c i;osi:i-b1c tc stucl:-nts r'.nil f,'Lcri.1Qr. Tho ccr:trrl buildlng is far from
uci;qu':,tc tc :rff,c,rr:I. srl:fficien'b rcon* S. irc,:o cay f,or thu librilr;r of tho Uni.-
v;rsi.ty o1' N;hrlgk'r fuJ hcl1rod 1'sy. A nor{' 'nrll-cilng yihlch *J.lL b,: 'bhe ecnter cf,
n1l uni.vr;:rsity l.cblvj-'bv is 'i;iiu cr-yin5 irccd ft,.r thc cirn'-lu$.

Th' Public Librirry Cornnission, irs'L.).bl-ishcd :i.n 1901r has l.s lts
nternbcr'$ t,h; Shtc Libr,rr:Lair, thc St-r'tu Su;r".,rrintcnci;nt of Pub1ic Inst:'uction,
thc Cl:aneclor :nit ih; Libr:rir:.nt o.f the UnLvci'$i.t5r ;-."ncl r fif,ty n.rmber
appc'inti";rJ. bjt thc Govcrnor' T,r'; ectUal ';'iol'k ;f thc Conmission is ;'.drninistcrcd
by ihc Sccr-:t:liy ..,.ncl hel st*ff .

Tllc 0c;niilissj.r,lr li:'.g o. 'bhrcc fclcl. ;olecc in tii., librr:"ry $ctivltlcs
cf 'Uhc stltc. First; Thc C,;ilunis$ion is r,:c1u1::sc1 rrt,-r cncouri)Ee the cstab-
li.slr:nt,nt of librari;s.;rllcrc ni.nc r:;irit,,.,nii thc ii,rprorj'ciiiJrrt cf thcsc r1-
r:ad1r criblblishcil..rt Secc,nd.r thc lol,ning of i:c.roks. Thirci: sui:ervisi.on of
lnstituticnal llbrnriis. .

Thr: St:Ltr, i'l:istc:'ica1 $;cic'b., (fAZA) :.n<i u:c Lcglsl-r:tivc
Rcfi;tenc."; Burcau :nusb bc nrntioncd fcr thc spccia.I ;iork cech clrricg olr.

The lil;roi'ics ;f thc fcul StLrtc T.;acliar,s Collcgcs nnd. the
sevcrlrl. cii:ncirlnati.:ni.1 ccllu3cs ii: thc str"tc irie l'ilth "bhc univu'J',sity
dcin5 u ccnmi-nclablc r,,'c,rk.

As for the llbrarics in thc :;lcircnL;:.Ti anci l{:igh $chcols they are
$ti1.1 in thc enbrycni-c ste6o. Onc High. $cho,:il libra::..;," shculd, bc rnlntioned.
f,,r'blio plece it Lra.s'bakcn rs i iirod.el llbru1r. Thc llbrarp' cf thc Tcch-
nies.l l{igh $chocrl in Orar.ha is'bh,: hcc.rt ani. centilr of b}rc sehool. As thc
l,ireel is built ::.rcund. thc hub, so the schcol is about this library.
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PubLic llbrci:ies hc.ve been ;crossible in lrlebril.slcc sj.nce the
lrrw of f.ii77 :rltirough a.n act r.pirlicable to thc iclty of Brornrvillen hed becn
pasr:ed ln l-875. The bill ui,s unchnn;1ed until. lgOL wiren the r.vorcl I'frc,r.'r
,qas insc:'ted in one ulace, ond. the lc+vy',';r..s inc:"ossocl from one to te;o rnills.
fn 1.91.1 the 1aw nrovid-ecl for t}:e este.?r1:i.shrnont of 'borrltrshfp a.ncr. county
lib:::.r'ii-:s r.nq thc J.er5" sls a3'ain reiscd to three nriIls. Another lely for
pubJ-ic libraries ',vas l'rla"eed at five nri}ls, ancl at tho silrno time the numberof library trustoes rvag rcCuci-'cl to fivc.

Ae thc desire for public llbrarl-eb boca:uc nore immihent 'b,here
wes providea for the emergeno)/ a man, Anilrcvr Cafncglo, vlhbse chlcf joy wasln satisf;rlng that desire ancl nalcing public llbrary iouildlngs possibll.

To Andl'eru Carne;ic, a true son of $r.:otland, 'btic United" Statos,
his adopted coun'bry, orlcs e 3"r;r':t *nci lastirrg d.obt,. In his rutobio3rc.nhy
i$ :lcvrr."1i;c1" thcr man ile woul.d li.ke to lrrve knov.n.

Andrcw Ccrnegie .,.'rcs born j.n Drrnf'erm1.inc, Scot1:rnd, Novenber
e5, 1855. lli.s p,rrcnts',/cre poor nnd hon;st, so ]:c could rigtrtfuLly say --?rof goocl kith and. kln.ft

The fathcr', WiJ-li*n C::.rocgic, i,,.:ls lr. cls.masic l?eil,vcr. His grrlnd-
father: for whom he rm:st havc becn nornecl, v';:is Andr::';; Cnrr:ctj-c. IrIc aro in-
forn:ecl that thc granclson r/crri vcry 1lkc tht: grir.ndfathor Andrc',.,r, in all his
manncrj-€,rns. Botlr coul.d lous:h trouble :il:rrr;r s.nc[ ttm:ke iill r"l.usks swr.ns.rr llis
motto ',"crs t*ltcn frorn his beloved uoct, Burns, ilThinc oi'iTi roproach .,.'.lone clo
f .r:,r r. ll

Andrcu Cnrne3ic lookcd liko his othur grr'.ndfather, Thom+s
l,lorrison, tho pablishcr of thc first radicnl- p$per ln Scotlernd. Th;r'c mu6t
lrrrvc boon r grirat likon*ss bo-b',:cen thc -bwo fo:: upon thc visit of an uncli":,
Bailie tto"1';isr:Dr 25 Jr,:ers 1a1,,:r, hc r.,':rs so imprcsscd iri-bh thc rcsemblc.nce
thctt his clr'es fillcd ''lith tcu,:si r.rnd he rush';d from the roon. There i';,rs the
satnc gesture -- hc er.rul-d- not tcll i'rhat it i;,es *- Anclrcyts mother hacl. often
thou;h'b-L.l:ie sane thing -- trut::eithcr coulri. srh; C.cscribc it. IIo',: t;nbtl-u j.s
thc la.v,r irhich trnnsrrnlts Scgtur::sl

Vcq;" 1lbt1c is sr'"icL of the notLs.rr',,"iro ncant so much to i:jm. IIcr
m-nor? was tocl gacrocl for lriorcl.s. She is l;no".;rr to hr:v.; inhe::lted thc tl.ignity
Lni. ;'t;j'j.nonunt of a lrrdy.

Onc of tl'rc grcr.t l:ut silcnt influ;nci:s j.n 'bhc li.fc cf i,his Scotch
lad ilas thc Abbcy'. Tl.le evc:'."r'ri:"3scrit Abbcy';i'r.s bJlro',rlnll'i'bs inf-l-i:.cnce over
the ::r;o1:1c of thc littlo viJ-l.,-.;o, iust as tir; grtat cr.stle in lld.i.nbur3-1.r
u*r: c:rsting lts l.lstlnrf ini"--l.uincc -bi:.;:rc. I{\'+ry'..h(irir rom:lncc ancl history.

His llather :!r:csi'irri:d in his tr'.ade s.ird all ;rent r;cll uiitil thc
gr;.r't; inilustriel ch;:rni;;':r:L$ u$hered in. Tir,'n h,:rrrii poi,irr lave riirry 1,o stea.m
.!o1ri)r' and tit; l:.anc", locn ltccfine the st;u,r loom.
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'Ihe fnmily was interesteci in sbrrdyi.ng the rnap of Atnorlca
and the i:r..gionr a::ound Lake $rie a"nd Pittsb'urgh became more lnteresting
e,f'Ler one, Uncle l:lj.lliarn, ]ra.d suiled for thoso parts.

The CaL:neg;ies becane aci:i.re in the rrdoln vrith ar:Lstocracy
nrovernent.r' Pri-r,il.egt: 'v'iag d:iltourced 1n aL.l for:m; . Atner.'ica 'o'ias

prai.s--ci at this ti-me. Andrr:w C),:rrne;lie stabos i;hat he woul"tl ttave
sl.e.in a kin;e dlrkr-:, or a l.o::'ri, so i:ribter w i1s l:is {".:cLing at one tine.

School rJ.;rys i-r.nti Lre.ro i,ays fol-lowerl alon.t. ha.llace, i]ruce,
ona -Brrr.'ns wr:le tl.rc boy'sr J.dol-s. lt ren1l.y .;iavr,l Att.dl'ew 0arnegie a
patr,:j +,o thjnl,; tlrat An':r.lca ltilC jrct'oes. IIe::eal.ly cjiit not feel. at
horire lrr:rc .f'or. .yelars aj.'t,c::' tire :{Jamily no"red. Ili; 1.r,rd t}re sarne feel.ing
aS that of a Clrnaiti.an who sai.,l of AmericaL ------ il'i/iil."),' t"*J1 fot rr visit
l;u'c I coulci never .Live so far ir.rv6.y fron the r-"i.)iila-.irls of Bruce and llal.lace.rl

T'he::c itectllg i,o lra.vc boen a leli;;ior.i.s ciistulbance within the
fn:ri.-Li'. llliic shorl;gr ca-bechis;n $i&ri levr)r'learncrd ,ls'l;he rest of his;
friencis 1,;erc learnirr.,; it,. lij.s father orlce s;.rid, rrThcologir:)s lJCr'o 1o{}o}

bdt tiri;t',,1 'j,iar$ one reli.gioii.rt

Thc'r Carnegie horne r,virs pl,.:zrr:lint" Tli':: cliildr:"rtn etrjoyed thcir
hone. Tllr,:::.:; r,'ir:re pets attd. lnr:.ny ch.j.ldliood frj-encls. llhu' )rounji Antj.rew

once br.li:ricl $o:ne c,i'li:i.i:i rn&ny.fricruLs l-,y rialrljrt;; thpir ral;bits lor them

if tlrc.r' ',.loujti (li).r"rlr h:i.s; Jlorlr.lor'.

.0.rn;lrica, "

llhc 'bi;;r: c:srno wl:c,.n the farnil.y ,i.,:c:ir.i.ed 'bo trl' Li.f e i-n
Thc f,:rther ollt:rt siln',!

rrTo tlte 1,l;ut2 to tlt.:; 'iitl;i,, to llL:: -l.snci ol.' b]:c "firc.re,

liil'r:.rre thc ni;lhl;;,' irlis;$ou:..':i. :ro11s c-ot'ln to 'the s':a.
lilhcri,l a ln;rll i.$;l inan cveri thou4l'r :.le,nugt toil
r',nri thc'1rr:ol'l:l:t rri:Ly gather bhi: J.'r'rrj.Is of tht: soil,rl

1t'uvalt iL s:.rd. 1..)rn'e tairin3 ns l;lirl::r.l-rL:ft fron-bltc Firth of
Fo1th. T|ert, ve:lc flj.cLiii.s t:racJe amtuuj{ the si.;.i..lors and thc passen"{clrsr a.nd

thr".; pass,:1,:;rj irol'ett v,:r7 inb;r-.'.)ti'i;j.r11; s;o tl'ra..t; Iir:';' York carne at lersb' 1t
irrat: Lrr to Pii;lslurgh i..y vr:L] o1.'Llti: Ei'i.r: Cr,r;liil, iufi'rrlr:, LaLtc Srio-,, 1t
tooh {;hre,:; rTr:itk$ tc,' tnalcc t}rr: trip thlrt rrow retiUir,:S ten trourg by ra.i1
(npci- no ii..tle b;r air). Titr:rr,,; ',,ri;r'e olci lr':i;;itcls to we.Lcone tlton in Pitts-
Lrurgii

Thr: rrcv, horio rryai.s cltnirlishcd in A-L-Leglreny C:it;' whsr* the father
be..1lin l,o lvoave arrd thc mr:'b,[r.t::,rli]:-rci itt biu,.ij.n,j; $hoes. Antlrelv l,''ras s()on

busy rrt ot-)c1 joits ancl 'i;lir:rr becr:i;tl, ii nlessenSir )c-);:.

Ai:;e1f birj.s tine a 4reat bJ..cssir:r; opcned up Lo the boys of
AJ-l.ei,;:,:tg' Ci.W attcl fr.r:r Anor'.'ri; irl prrr+'it:uf';'r'r" 0ol'onl-l Jarn'::ll Andor$on an-
uoulrce1'bliaL lte r,vr:ul-cl opr:n hj.s lil:r'aii'c-,n i:.lirburrja; aftortlootl$ f'or';vorl<ing
irq;rg;. A1rt*rr:',' Carncrl'1i.i: sr-:,w'bhi; trtllict: in i,i.lc 1)i{per" Ar:C in i;hc next issue
of ttie I)isi:.ltch Lre lrrt a ,:lu,letir,tr to Col-on;l Aircje::sttti, a$ki"n,; j-f tjro bo)-s

vhcl cl:i.ci nti'b ubo-Lireir ilnrrc.l"s tv.ir,: to bo et:c.l-irrlcL;. Ttir-r air$';'ti:t'0olr:nul
A1r,..",r:t-sc,Ii .itavi:r vrrlj, llA lrorl;ir.-t: i.ro[ shoulfi ]tar,"t: & trat,c.lt 'Iitr': rcritljtL,'i-er of
Ari,jr::tv Carnegirll $ rriirj [-ii ,;r,.;r.i, ltA ,r<.,rk.ii:r.3 'i.rr.ry ',r'i]:ir.rut 3 tr',.Ldr''r.ll A r:a7 or
'b'.';o 1a'Lc1 an j"tr:i:t.jfi ijh3 i;ditt,r'ir:1 p:i'fc o1't;h..: I)ispatclt r.';a'd, rrltiill '3'
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llorkin'r i3o;. 1s;i11tou'b a tr.adc pl.jirse call at th" off.'i"u."

To 'btris mir.n aniJ. to this library vuirich was tlie Jraven for irror:klng
bc5's iiiLd::'el O:imegier tlelt hj.msc.lf des;plf inr.ieltted. 1t r,,ra.s the .b,.;ginning

of hir:lihrary (:i:xp(:ri:'j.orlci.). 0f t.,ol-onr:l And'::r.,s'-rn, ire s;a,id, rrTo him I owe a
'basi,e for litereture vrh.ich L y;r..,uld not cr:clinn;4e for rr..l.1 the rnil-lions that
li,rer(] evgr ante.ssed L,y r:ra3"tt

Later ii.llonurnent; was crecbecl by Mr. 0ilm;;1it; to the memory
of the nan ivho had rni::arrt so n4rch to lrlm. This statue was plrrced in front
oi'the lihrary in A11egh*ug C'tI47. It stanr:'ls i:here, u, silent trlbute to
Coloni:l Anderson.

The srrccess of Andrev'r Oarnegie was mo$t unusual-. There cane
a time wJ:en Mr. Cnrrregio fe.l,t that he should praetice what he had earlier
written intrTl:c Gospel of lfealth,rr The time.had come to cea.se st::ugg1.ing
for nore wealth an<i. the task for hi-m rvas the di.s'Lribution of r,r'hat hc had
a,cquired. $;riil he: rrThi.s, then, j.s tield 'lo bc the iiu'by of the man of
wealth: To set an examlrin. of mori.est, uuostc*nbatious J,iving, shunning dis-
play or r:xt::avagance; to provide moderatel;' flor" '',he legitirnate wants of
thosr: d.ependent upon hirni and after cloing sr:, 'bo consilder all surplus
reverruc)s which conre Lo hinr simply as trllst furldi:, ',"*rich he is called upon
to adrirjnj.ster, and st.rictl,;r borurcl as a rnatter of ctuty to administer ln the
l,ranrrer urhich, j.n his judglrent, j.s bcst calcr-rkrted to prociuce the most
bencficial resultir for:the community -n ''.re man of weal.'bh thus becoming the
mere '[,rustee anr-r agen'b for his poorer bret].u'en, irri.nging to their service
his superj.or wisiciom, expr:ri.ence, aricL r.rbility' to arlmi.nister, cioing for them
better tha.n l,)rey vrcluld. or corrld co forbhe;it[i;''1ves"rl

Ilis first ciistri"huiion r,va,s lcnol'rrt rls the rrArtdrew Carn';gie
Itelief Fu::drrand v,ras f'or r;he rnen irr bhe nri-l-].s, lt ii'as designerd to relieve
bhose vho mi.,-ftt suff'ei: from accicients ulcl to provide small- p..i1sj,ir,;tc
for those who might nreci airi in thi;ir old age"

This Re-l-i.rri'Ilund wil$ Lrut th'; bc.;irrnin3 of the several Funds
establir.:!rr,'d. ISut thc first;il"t of Anrirci,,Ca::rregie vil&,s a public library
for his rrative tor',rn t:rf Dun.'i'r:rml.ine"

Thr..lr'c fol].ourod 'i,}ie libra.r'ies j.rr All"eiEhen;' City, their fj.rst
Anerir:an hornc, ancl. j.n I'.iti;s;lrrgh, tho ci.ty i.n which ire made h:is fortrme.
Tirl'Carne3ie lrrstitr.rte irr lliti,s:r.tr:,-.;h i.s tirade up of a 1ibrary, a rnuseum,
a pic'uure gal-Lery1 a'l,cchnica.l- school, a:.rr:'i a scltool for I's111g womcn. Re-
eui,lst after r:'JrluLlilt cr:tine to Lhe g.r:r:at giv,rr atrct city afber ci.ty v'ras tnade the
reci.picn'L of a 3if-':o

Iilir. Crrrnegiet r interrr,;*;t ,:ecaile universal. Iiis 61fts wil,L
reacir on and on throughout 'blis' ),'ears " iltrt i;i:e 3iving l,iiat -rvaf: nr:arost
anii r].eirr,;lst to hil;r yrarr the establ:ishirrenl, of lj-braries. It is noi; our pur-
posie 'r,o estinrate in fi.gures the amount$ ;J.rriltr nor the nurnbcr of persons
ciaily r-:irjoying tlie lj.bra,ries" It is etrough to know that thcre nciv()r ]ras
been anotlier Ijhe thc Aridrei Carireg;it: v.rho lras ma,.ie 1lbreu'its possibk:. He

orice sa,id that if evill v;t-ull,h crLinc to hirn i'b strould be userl to establish
frce lii:r.ra::ic$, that crlhi:.u iioor boys r;ri3,'it L:eceivr': opportunj.ti,ls sirnj.lar
to'bi:.osc f'oi: v*lich he was ini"ebtecl'bo tlr:1, rrob-lo lniln, Col.onel Anderrson.
At u.no'bhc;r timc; i'rc said j.J'bub onc boy lri each lit,rrary ilr.'Ls half as benefitcd
&fr ]:,i,: l:ircl be;,n ]:ie vou.l.cL l'e sat.i.sf.ieii anri ,-,il*1 1!t:lt f.ibrary lrould tiot have
be+:n r; sbilblirsheci irr 'ra.itt.
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A1-ong in th+ yr)ilrs when Andrr,rw 0ai:negic r;ras stretching out in
incj.ustrial activities ther: i'rtrs out iri the ve.r'' Ireart of this country a
rr,1lY ij.r]Ci. grorr,l:i rig sta'be rryhich r,ras pushing arrci str.etching out for its very
existenci>" tsy the tine Mr. Onrnegie had decided to cij.stribute ttre vnst
fortune ire ltecj acquirecl. tl:er"e yrire severnl. fi,::b::aska, tol,nr".i reacly to receive
a portlol.

A great numbor of -l.ocal-ities aided by i'l::. Oar-negic were ln
the spr.rsely sc't;tled lrnci uew sections of the Unibed Stabcs. '/Ih.enthe
Carnegj.e plan oli a library buil.rlin.; was pr.rfjen-i:ed it proved a groat ad-
vantagc' to those corunruiil,ics " llhe plan was ilJ-ways a se-l.f-supporting,
as each locality vlas as.i<ed to ltave an annual. merintenrrrrce ec1ua.l to a.t
least ten pilr ceut o.f the gritnL nacle flor the buildin3. Mr. C:lrncgj.e ncver
gave unti1 the f.ibra.r'y coul.d bo maint"rineci rs a public institution, a$ much
as a. p,'rrt of ci.Qr irroperty ile i,,.I-re prti"llic schools"

ii{r'. Cs:':negie cottsidereii a -Lllrrar.y the best gift tiiat coufd be
igiven a town. liair:l j:,:; ilBecausie it lrclJrs orily thoser that trelp thcmselves,
because it does not sap tlre foundation of miLnl-3' iriclcp::nd.enee, trecause it
iioes nclt pauperize, becau$e it strctches a hand to tho aspri::ing rrncl places
a l.acl.rl.;r rlpon wlrich they can on1-y ascend ir;,r doing the climl:ing.rr

i'he ver;' flrst Ubrnries orgauized i.n Nebre$ira shoul.d irave
l:onorai.rl.e mentiort. Thi:re wr)re l'a:rio'os r.irasond for the e.stablislrrnent
of th;: sevoral lihruries or reaiing roorns" illhr;i'e was that ur3ent need for
books in tlie first place" One of the j.nterestirrg facts related reg.:rrding
tire ne,:rl for such a place vral; tira'b it lvoul.d be a counter attraction for the
saloons. /.nc1 <lf' thr: saloonc, bharc were e).$i:jo.r-Led 'rariefies in 'bhose oays.

The oldest librar;' est,irbllshed w.rs that in Ornal:a, in 1.871
iind k:rov;n as th? Ornu-trEt Li.brary Associ.atiou., D;'1t172 throu,4h a generous
gif'b of one'Lltousa.nd.rol-urncs ctnri the purch:ri;rir oll eight huncred more, t,he
librar;.'hlrci,'r. very._ goorl be,g:lmilrg. it'or this.Assocj.ation a bhrce cto.l-lar
mombi:::ship Jir'rc ffa.s cl'r"rged whicl.r rncntbersllip;.:..l.so errtitlecl ti:c rrolc,ier of
the ti.cl,"et to atterrcl'bhe irint;r: l-r":ct"u::e courii.i. In 1.877 rnil:i:u the law
permii,ting thc es bablishn,;nt of' mun:i.eipal- .l.j.brarie $ r/as J;as$ed., 0ina.ira rua,s

vill.ing and rcarly to:;.cco1rt the iricti'i;ut:ioii. Thilrt-. iiia.sj D bi.g day for 0maira
i.n tr'cb:luary 18'/8, l,rl'icl:I a l.a::ge r,:adj.iir, Toom v,/ai:,i openecl'bo bJre 1:uit-lic for
'L,ho f "irst ti.nc: "

The pre,";ont sit.; l'ian thr:llr:c1uesl, of Mr. !}ryon itee'rd anci vras
nade possibl.e whr:n the c.i$" wouLlci c::oct a buj-lciin";. I'Ir'. Itced \ras a clono::
rryLro Lre"l-ie*,'ed acco::ri:ini to btrr:0irrrri:g:i-e p1.an r.rf'.iivin4 arrd'Lhat lvas that in
bcstr:ur.irig clrari.ty Uhr; mairr con$:icl:t'aLion f,:irr:uld be to lr:lp those',''lho would
h:rlp t",i.lr:rasclycs" Omalra votccl l;he i:onds irnci -Llre buj.klinq vras completr:d
in.l-895. 'l]:or".a is nne Car.'rre3ie buildirrg in Onalra on1he $outh riidr':"
Tllis becamc a part of the Ornaha syst,c;m wireu ljouth Omuha ri'as annexacl irt
1.1],,05 

"

In hri'.r:t', this is tho liist<lry r.rf' Lhc oloest pubij.c J-ibra'ry
:i.rL llebra.ska. Thc 3:corrth r:f Oraaha hts been saf': ancj ,sure. The libr,:.ry
just nor' f.'o,.:.ls thil c{r.'a$tic rrr:ed fcir more roorn.rttci ve rcgr*t t}rat a-b't he

r::.,ccr;t ciL3' clection, (ivtay tlfO) boncs f'ail.ecl to carry"

-1:ai-.
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l,ilrcr.lIn, tlt,,; $t'.;c<trtci .1.-i br,lr1', lrrl.ifi organiz,*ci in -'l-875. Tir':re has
l-.r),.;ri,'l:Lt!1111f.9 6.rir61 tl rr: ri,il 't t.c !:e llfiJ'sLlr ir::t;tr.'ttc;It Out,'tLra. ancl I,j.r.Lcoln J:ut
'blrr: 0"rah,lrt$ llgv,.,: ii;. ii.owcvi:,:, i,irrt;ohi can prou.d.-ty bt;ltst of h;rvin: "Lhe first
0iirnr.;:i.e J-ibi:'ar:1, 5llilriirr:1i jrr t,lr<: s ba.te.

Th.': stor;. o.f'the i;it;r 6-1'Linccll,n ]ras many up$ trnd iior'ms" Thei'e
w&s a sti:u,g.qJ,e i'cr:. its -.roiy cx-iriterrcej tllLrlrr tiir: fi,Jrt ovcr'r,l'le Ioca1;lon of
t,hr: ciipit,';.I, v*rich rintil liJ'/5,;,'.rs.r. irc:rbr;o.irre*tion; tl.it: eflect o-f tlte riry
ye[!rs, r:.f 1875--1"874 nrici t],e -,jr:ii.;si.ropr)er ycii.r'$ r,'ihich followc;cl iire.,Te nover
to be forgo'bten ti;iies; in th,: rrntj.:r:f.) s1;.rtu;'bhcn the l;on'ib.Le wj.nters; tliese
l,,rerr:r i.r-r.ciden'is of' -flroilc ear:1.y ; eii.rs;! In spit,c of' a11. 'bhese si:cinittg calami-
ties i,her:c tref i? f-,r:r:grcssive r:i'l;j zclt:g 'iilo uou-Lrl not l:r: discoura;erl by the
hoppels rtnd th.e wei.rtl:i.rr

The L.incoln Libreir)'lrad it;l i:er-;iturin,-j bssli in tlro rla;rs of 1875.
A slrbscri.ption I.ibrary arld ri:,irr:;inii roon wa$ fol.r.Ilded, becoriirig 1,he Lincoltr
Fub.J..ir: Librirry iri IU7'1, This ,r.,rri i,Iftsl:' the act of T,r:3-isla'burc inr;de it
possi.itJ.e fo:' ii J-ibre"r:y to i.,r.,i s.,uirilorbt:ci arrr.l" miij.titilj.ticd b;' a nuni.cipar.l-i-by,
.liar:.Iy in thil year i;n np1:r'crpir"ai;ion lrad b,,rcn regu.est,ed from r.ho council .

The r:otrncj.l 1:assi,rd biro rn::aslil'e l;ut it wrrs vetoed by'Li.r'i: mayor bec:lusic;
Fir:st, it woula }:ad to othe:r fool.ish al:propliations a.nct tend to r.;x-

t::av;:,glnce; $ecorid, bccausc cif its uncoir$tjtui;ional.ity, {,herc beiii3 no
provisiori in the ei.ty char''o,:,r {'or $uch:r.citionl Ills;tly, becaus'': lio'rdid not
think tho ci t;i.zer.rii caled to be ta.xr:d to .furn:ish a ref;orb i'or boys and youtlg
mcrr incl-i.ner-{ to be wi.Lii.tl

Tlre librar). r;1' Liiico-l-rr gre;w ai-on3 witl: tlre oxpa.ndi.ng city. Gain
;rfi*r ltaiu rrras rrotec; r:.nri in lll()1 the C,arno-g:i-r: buil.d:ing lvas crccteci. Later
ii ].:r'ar.rch -Library lvers rri:eclecl. irz;ci 'birc Ca::iicg:ic Corpor.',etion glrve to Lirrcol-n
fo:n th.o s;econcl t.lme"

Ilut, t,herc is a r.eccnt chapter to this Lincoln story. lVithin tvro

)rlilrs i,hr.:e out.l.y-in; 'jorilorr).t:i,or1i 0oJ-l"::,;e !i:i.',;iv, Univ:rsily Pf ercc and ilave-
lock, ilave'br)on annexcd ancJ tlrr',:e nor-c I-i Jrri:,ri.ot;, all. Oarno ri.;; builclings,
iiirrre been ar.tricd. to tire systc;;. 'llir.i.s i;rahr::s Jlive build.iugs in all. The
Librrery l3oari isi g:roil.i;l]r irariciicli;rped L-,y e lrrck of flurtds. liuff:icient i.ncome

vrari rrot rece:i.vod bel'o.rrr.: tlic aclcit,icln <-rf bkre t,lree r-rr:vrr builtlings -- anq lhe
ci'i.y is tilxed. to'the lj.;njr1,. 1r. liou.L.i seo,l ihat thc orr11'l'r:l.y ou.t j.s for a

novr Jav\r ';,:irich i,,iill. r:txr-l:; Nire r:i'bJr 1p i-;rcrease the tax :'r:c':iptlr. Thc
Libri,.::;r Soaru hirf.r ,;one in f.'or ir harC i.'it of pullliclQr anri il real statement
of'l'acts ard tlte pe:r:p.Le i'ril} at leiist br: iti.lc.'rmcd of the serious si.tua-bjon
fnclng tli.;ir pub1i,:: li.brary. Aii inrinetj.io.te :'crrleci'ti is essent,i&1.

fhe blii::r-i olciest l-Lbrlry cir3rrtiizatj.on :i-s 'bir,'r'b at Cretr:. This
itssocirrtiori r,r:Lsl estabi.is.;ireC in ltJ78 ancr i.t s'brug,;1ed a.lorig unti"l. a Ccrrnedi-e
bi.rilciin'g riuas inacie 1:oss:Li;le irr l-!i15. Thc site trias ilona'beci i:y a fellow
-bov;nsiqrttr, M::. T' I1. l{i1l.e;'. Cri-'Le is; a br,.li;'[,lf]ul co-llege town ai:ouL
tvrr:ntJr rlril.es froir; Lirtcolii. lrr :,Lcitiitir:n 'Lo thr,' publ.ic librirry j-ri the tclvn
1,1:c::e -is i:l,e L,or.rne Colle;e liblail' wiricll a,dds a greal: dea.l io Li'-re library
i':lr:ilibies. (The r:o1..1-r)3s \?i1i.j ol:janized in 16'/2, mrrkirr-{ tae college i.ibrary
c,lcier r,irnir tlie pui:lic lib:'ar';")

But tlrcrL. ';,lcr"r.: ot\c::. tolrrtrS liho$e or3ir.',.niza.tionS tucrt-- nacle before
l-goi.). A1orr.. i;iir:ou;h ll:rosc har'.'L yelrs nlry tltuvcinerlt of civic inter':st cjc*
i:.ieu\/es lii3ir pla-ise" Pat-i;i,1, 1.orr.; sufl'or:ili; 'rnd. Ioyal people vtclr'iled hard
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to accomplj.sh results against most $eviJre odds" The list of libraries and
the date of the organization follorus: Slready men'bioned:- JtOmaha 1871;
Llncoln 1875; xCrete 1878.

*Coluinbus
')(0rahd Isl"ancl
Jt'Sdperlor
,+Plattsrnouth
++Tecumseh
+EChad.ron

Humboldt
.ltK.rarney
{'Sevuard
l$Davld Clty
+tBeatri-ce
York

*lloldr:.:ge
Nebraska City
Nelson

{'l'tlymore:

Central City

1878
1BB4
18B4
1BB6
1887
18B9
1890
1890
1890
1891
LB93
t_894
1895
1896
1896
1899
1899

0f this group of earll' organizations all. but two, I{umboldt and
Nelson, noui have buildings, arrd fifteen of the number are Carnegie buildings.

l'fhile tl:re first 0a.rnegie buikling vras in Lincoln in 1.901. the
secorici Iibrary'",ras the one in I'remont in 19Ct5. Then the next year, 1904,
three more were dropped down into good Nebri-rska communities.

At Beatrice the public f.ibrary is the outgrowth of two distinct
groups, ItThe iJeatrice Literary Clr.ri:rrand the Vl.C.T.U" 'l,,rl:en in 1895 the
Literary Clul: fo'und itself in possccsic,n of a sum of ,noney as wel-l as the
o::j.ginal librarry of the'/i.C.T.U. the councj.I was again approached regarding
asslstance ln the maintenance of a public library for public neecls. They
acted favor:ably upon the suggestion and tr're Beatrir:e Free Public Library
was formally operred on the second f-Loor of bhe new Post 0ffice builciing in
Oc'bober lB95 " Here the library continued until the new bullo.ing was com-
pleted in 1904.

Ovr:r a'L Hastings at a verl' early clate, movements looking toward
establishnent of a lib:rary v,'ere begun" The "ited Ribbon Clubrtin 1878 had a
Reading Room and in 1.879 the Aciams Oounty Tea,chers Association was formed to
provide a circulating lib:rary for the teaehers. This latter plan did not
succeed but in LBBT a perinelnent organization was made and a meml:ership of one
doLlar vras charged. In 1903 the library v"as taken over by the city and that
same yeer the offer of $151000 was leceived from Anclrew Carnegie. The building
wlrs opened in 1904.

Ln DelTitt in 190P a reaciing room was e,staillished with the Congre*
gatioru/minis'ber as learler. The nevr library board called Miss Edna Bullock of
the Cornrnission to confer with them re,3arding a building and in 1904 the
Carnegie builciing wos made rei*c1;r

The erecti-on ol' the Carnegie Library building was the beginning
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of a r:ea-i- librarX'career.'for tieatrice, Ilastings, Del,Llitt and rnany more of the
new acti.ve Nebra;,;ka libraries.

In IgO5 the treur plrbli(;libra4'ih Granrl Islancl was completed.
Since 144,13'g1gg tLre librar;,'W{rS ofgairiaed, l/lfs.0. A. Airbott, the mobher of
i.lissctEtlith" *bbotb , has been the president of the library board.

Not far tlWay j.n l("ra:'nc;'u anot\er building was opened the same
year. Out in the;se cjties of Grancl lsLancl ahd Kearney, whe::e there has been
such a renarkable growtlr there is neecl for fiTofo litrra::y accomrnodations.

A \ L'. or,r't A$\^\ woa A-r-r,\ a- \ ! c>G .

ln 1907 there vuere four new bujldings ready to be opened to the
eaAer public in Ilavelor:kr Holdrege, Pawnee 0ity and Tecumseh.

Mc0oolc wa.s arddcd to +.tre list in;l-108, anC Fairbury and Lluperior
in 1909. ln the latter city j.n 1BB4 the Ladii-:s Llbrary Association or3anized
a li}:r'ary'v,'ith a <lollar membership fee. In 1BB5 a lot was purchased and in
1€j8'7 the first builC.ing vras erec'bed. This vuas occupied u-ntil the new 0arne,3ie
f-ibrr.rry vra.s rc-lacly.

One nceds a mai) of Nebraska al haud to be able to locate the
toriylis. To trace the well known Pl.a'bte Rirrer L'rom tho e;ast side of the state
lvhere i'b jclins tho lViissor-ri., bacr tovrard tlr.e vres;tr follow:ing the broad valIey,
locates a great marry of the p.Laces " One should also foLlow the Loup and the
Republican and the Elkhor:ir. Nebras.k-a is noteci for its mlles of river systems.
This explains the rorites that the earllr trave-l.ers ntust have followed as they
crossed'tlre plai.rrs and t;he f'ourding of the several- tolvns scaf,t:Jfi)d, along the
rivcr.'s.

In 191i1 fiub-bon recoivcc. a bui.lciirrrs" Ln 1.911 Alma, Ashland, Ertrora,
anci Chaclron, i'le1iiih, Norfolk atrcL lichul'.|6;1' completed buildings.

Al1 cL:odit 3oes to the man; clubs a.nd literary socities which
mothererl tire struggli.rrg l-ibrarics " In /ibirl.anci the lrarrator told us that the
I,lornants Ulub r\ras organiaed in 18;5 rrith a nembership of twenty-tvro for the
prirpose of' r:stabl.ishing a public lii:rary . In 1908 ttie city council accepted
tlre libra.ry which hacr beerr organized b;J the clrrb several.;reral's earlir:r. Then
in 1911 ar-r Ashlancl citizen donalr:d a lot for the Carnegie buildirrg rvhich had
becn promisr:d"

Sj..x mo::e buj-lctings wer.'e otlened itr 1912...Alliarrcr:, Geneva, North
Berrci, irlor:tl:r I'Latbe, 0tNe1IL, Ponc:a, Fi,rr tc.r tire lvcsi, and rtorth lies Alliance,
a to'sn rvhj.uh has had a w:i1c1 histoly" Thc early days in All.iance vrere days of
adventure" Tiithirithe l-ast fernr.1',::a,r's ihe city has grourn up leaps and bounds'
lrr 1909 -tLre libral)r riras organized i:;' 6tt" Yfoma.nrs Club anci in 1912, a nevtr

l;tOriloO builciing r,,ras occupied-.

ln G:neva the county seat of Fillilore County, a rurcleus of the
public li.brary hacl been i'ormerl by a;ooci drref,orr Dr, II. L. Stnith, when he gave
iris U.brary of turo tlrousand volumes to the L/lasonic Lodge forthe us€j of the
pui:1.ic. Thil libr;,rr1' was hciused inthe lilasonic Builoin,g. By 1905 the libra.ry
had been t'.rrned over to the city anci a l.ibrarian was appointi:d. l,{:iss }ie1Iie
lirilliaurs, tfolri liecretary of the Nebr:as;ka Public l,ibrary Corntnission, was the
first lihrarian. In 191.2 lhi;. Carrie.lie gift had beeti acceptect and a nevu

builciing r:rcctod.
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Errcioivrnents for li'or'.s-rjes aro scarce j.n Nebr:asha, but the Geneva
libr:zr1y Ltacr a one thousi,'rncl do]lar encion'ment tlie interest of v,.'hich is to be
used in buyirrg books f'or: boys. The gift vras rnade by Mr.s. p. B. ilrayton, the
firs'b presiclent ofl the Geneva li.irraq' boarcr.

Gifts of noney aro always acceptable to a library. It is a fact
that the g::eat I'lerv Yor.lt Citlr Pu.bl:ic Library which has a 1ar;3e private ihcome
attci r:eceivcs a large appropriation f'r'om the cityr' for 7ear,s senb out a pri-nted
reciuest for gjfts of money. Gj.f'bs were received, too, arrC tho inoney expended
itt vafious 

"tia.ys 
irut chieflf in cLe-rcordtic,ri for branch lib::aries and. for potted

plants; ctC. l.f 'Lhis is p::r'missib.Lo and acceptal:le in thr:lar.gest of public
llbrarles i'b coulci irr: adopfed by other l.ibrarjes,

Norti; Platle i.s one of the boornini; citios locat,ed at the fork of
thrl Pl-att,e River v,'herr: it conmarrdr; i.r'",;orrcler:f'ul valIey. Beyon/ Irtorth Platte
arothc Ror:lties;! It is t,he couniy scab of Lincoln Oounty, a county larger
in ar:ea. than Dcl-aware. Ln l,,{arch "l-itlO tlre lvlayor of the citl' yypole to Mr. Car-
ncgi-c asking .[or a gift and in May ]rr.: cal.led togcthcr $even men interested irr
'bhe: propositlon. ll'Ihen rrre lcarn'bha"t the builcting was erected in 1?12 vre know
'birat 1;hr: pk,.n musN have been acceptcct. North P.l.atte Public Library has fell
grolving paius i,;everal- times. Now the most dee;iral;.Le advance they can hope
for is that Lincoln County may lravo a county service soon.

Each. ye*r al-ong irere, ::ecold.s sdctj.bional buildings. In each torrrn
where a Ca::rreg:ir: building was erected i'i; ean be looked upon with pririe" So
1itt1e thoughl har'l bcen put; irrto any buildirr3 p::ogram for the mosrt of the towns
thet the new lib::a4' brill-ding was oftt.irnes the most comrnanding building in the
cominuni'uy.

A,t Gilrbon irr 1fi03 a.litble funct was set aside for a future public
liirrelry. The I'r'oma.rrrs Study Lcague acjded i:o the amount and in l!-rfO the 1ibrary
\iv,rs or.'ganizect. ire wish ri3ht here to nention bhe assisla.ncc arrd advice i'r4iss
CherJ-otte Temn-Loton, then of the Nebraska Publ:ic Lit;rary Cr:nmission, r/as often
calk:d upon to ccntribule. So out in Gibiron thr)f, appeaLed to Miss Templclton
a.ricl. bhrou;Jh hcr thcy lear'ned of th': Carnegie library plan. ]n 1913 the builciir:
r//i:rti opelled'-*another orle of tlr.e staters t,o-r,,nship libra::ics.

itliaclisr-,n is n .Llbrary tc.rwnl Ther presont ]ibrary had its beginning
in I9Oi'. Varjous rr rys and means r.'ei'e employed bo support the inslitution"
lhrough the Librarl' Cr-'mmj.s$ion, t::avelin3 .liorarj.es ulere rcceivcd. A library
associabion c-rf two kLund::ocl nembers, rv&sl or3'anized at onc dollar per member'.
At tlte Ccunly Fafu' a. litcrary ttog v,r:r"*.; doni'Ltod arrd guesses on his woight v'lc;re
sold, and at another I'air a ciilf v,,us sr-r1ri. lo lhe hi;5hest biddr:r. 'Ih,:sr ways
anci other's.['ur;riis].rod ipcome for bhe struggling library, and in l-910 the city
ari.opted ib. Maciison lh?rs a right to feei- prouo of tb.e building erectecl in
1913 and of thc: r:ecoro the library,has evs:r sinsc rnaintairred.

Another norlhea.sbern tovm of rvhj.eh the stai;e is proucl is lllayne.
.ligain a" group of \,,'omt;n had macir: a library possible for a vrhole corununity.
Tlr i; club ririr.s ol'garrjzcd I'clr rrl',{utuii-L syrnrr:atiry and coun$,;Lr coopcratir.rti and
broacier c:ulturr:.'r ln 19-1.0 the council votod t,he ma;.rimrm levy for the support
of t,Lre library. The tr'ecicratod Clubs presented- the ci$' with flifteen thousatrd
volurncs, a \rery nice gif"b L'or tire ncr,, library. In 1913 the llbrary r',ra$ moved
frorn t,!ie Cou::t House, to tJ:ic; ncw Carlre3ic bui.lcilrg. liVayne is anc.rther city

f
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llrhicli j.s handicapped in i'bs best serr,'ice for l.ack of'room.

ln 19..1.4 iiurv,rell, !'airfield, I'ullertori, Sevuard, and Shelton rc-
ceived l-i.brari,:s. The stor:y of r.:ach would no coubt telr of the nuinber of
lcryl'il wornen and men who assiste:d in making the library possible.

11: is rather a co-inciclent tb nobe ihat Crete and Oolurnbus which
claim 1f178 for.'lh,; orgartizahion shr:r.il".ci receiye Carncgie bui.ldings in 1g1S.

Col.."*abus is a near Unit,r:ii States Capibalt Because of its ceutral
loca'Dion in the crourrtr"'/ :i'b was s'brr:rLgly ur.1qecl. blr a fev; (and by one George;
Gra,ncis Train, in trrart:lcular) along j.n l-864 as the capita.l. c;f 'bhe United States

Franhl-in and Slariton wi)re a.lso 1915 libraries. In Frankl-in
ti:,::loca1 Vi.O.T,ll. was instrumcutril. in starli.ng the librarl'ancl in 19.1-4, the
Pririciplil of 'bkre Academy gave his arssistance to securc a Carnegie buiklin.-3.
This was.rccompl.i.shed the next ycai'. lrr 1922 n'helr bhc Academy v,ras closed their
choice -1.1br:ary viiis givrn to the public f.ibrary. !'rankliri serves a very rviCc
'ber.ritory.

r'One good turu descrves anotirer.rr One town af ter another vras
rnovecl to asl< the Carnegie Corpo.rat.ir"rn fcir a f.ibrary. !'or a nunber of years an
ir.\rerage of fivc hundled .appl:lcations fr'om the Uni.ted $ta'bes and Canada a1one,
arrtci nearly &s inar-ry rnore from other ilnglish speaking nations, were received by
tire Corpor.:itj.on.

In t91.6 ten mo::e vrerc: uddcd to tire lrler:rilska Sroup. They wsr.6
Bloomfleld, 3rr,l,,:ri i3ow, C1a;r flsn1er', Co1]-ege Vi':r,,', Gothenbulg, llartingtoir,
llarvarcl, Plainviev'11Pl:-lttsrnouth, T..:kamalL, rrnri Universily P1ace.

lrr Clay Center tliere l',rrsi a grnnasium constructed in connection
vrith tlLo f.ibrr-rry. This made it doubly irnportant i-rs a civj.c center"

Pl-abtsmouth, it wil.l. be::ecal-l€,d, ',rets crne of the vcry early
o::gairizations (tggS) .

The stories regai'rling thr.. beginrrirg of each library are very simila
J.rr a torvn hisbor;';rarnes of indivioua.l citizens responsibl.e for the public
library, :Lnci all oti:er civic irnJlrovc:inents, sirould be listed but it is im-
possible a.nd impractica-bl.e to n*me rrrany in i-I paper of this type.

Tryiiig jrears weri) aplrroaehi.n,3. Librariet; il constructi.on and cc;n-
bracted for, lve::c complctei. T'irc lruildings at Arcn.dia, i31air, Loup City,,
Siclnr:y, Spencer rr.nd ij'bromsl;urg ',ve:re f':liiislied in I9iL7.

l'lor,'l often the liJlra::i.'rs r,vr.:I'e 1n tire bc;inriing subscription lib-
r€urlr)$. Bl,i.rir:, tire: counby se;at c,f trieshington 0ounty, was such. Blair is the
only instj-tutj.orr of' any size in tho ctrurity and wou-l-d rnerke an excellt:nt center
f or a Coun'uy- Li.llra.:ry.

Ravi:nnars library wa.s flisjsirecl in IIJIB. llhcre had been $uch an
inci'er-Lse iii l:hc cost, cf ln.l-ror a.nd. iri builciing mtrteri.al sinec contractswerc
let, that tlre cost of' birc bu:i.-Lding exceedcd bire Carneqie Corpor:,ition gif t,. It
wrrs necefisi:rr)/ foi' thr: ci!.. to furrrj,str {i4r5O0 more to conpletc t}ie pl:rn.



Ln 1919 r'ie ncicl. Clorks, David Ci'W, Loxingtori anri llVymore. tr',iymore
iit otte of tht'old tor,rrns rio',m ln scnrtlreostern part of the stato. Ivlany of the
ea.r'ly slttlet's located in thnt section. As eirrly'es 1897 a smal.l library
had ireen estnbli$hed. Tire intr:rc;st and aml.rition to have a public J-ibrary
novel' dieci oub atrci their drearn i'uas; r..lalized in 11119.

Tl.iero are Li',lo moril to rccorci.. Tro cities outrrv,rhcre the vlest
lregins.rr licott,sbluffts builrii.irg vras completecl in 10i11 and Cozaclrs in 192i!.
The arratigerrents hacl been compl.et'.:d. before tire V[ar but it was not.,vise to
cr.rutinuc build,ing iil.ogr"s.firs so tLro lj.bra.ries were dc.Laycci..

Scr:ttsbluJ'f is one of thos': clties out in the su{ar bcet region,
that has sprullg up over night. ii;hyr in 1900 Scot,tsbluJlf rrr,rs scarcely notice-
abl-c antl i;r Ig30 it is a ful1 gror,Ir:r city'. Thc appropri.ation in.l.91tl was
ii12r500 a.nC b1' 19?l r,viron bhc bui1i.lng cr.ru.l.ri. be undcrtaiien bhc assessed v.:rl.ua-
tion of property hacl so itrcreaserl ii$ tr, pcrmi'u tlie Corporation to g::ant bhom

f,ttrrOOO. Scottsbluff neecls lnore roorn -- for Scr:rttsbl.uff is stiJ-l tlolinI.

L'l.ren i,'lr. Oarnc;r;io turrrr:d over the ri'ork of his mnn;r f'unt]s to the
Carnugic Cr:rpi,ra"bicn, his benefact.lc,i,s ]-ost a persoual el-enent. lt was only
riotural U.rat tho 0orp<,,ratic,n shonlci start an inv;sLigaLic-rn of the librari"-s.
I'b was ilj.sc,rv.-rri;ci tlrat $om'-j ()f'the contracts ]rad. nut l'rccn kilpt and that financidl
i]isast,:r hs,"d occurred. rjr.r'b forbhe most ;rarb thab fai-l-uro to keep the con-
traci; wa-s rtr-'t a, fgilu::r: on tho part cf the library, f<;r the library cii.d trot
erit,er iritl th: ag::e,rinerrt. The imrni.ci.pality agreed to support the l:i.brary.
Nevcrtir':1.::sE:r thc C,.;:r'porrrti<;n, bccatrs:r (,f sov'lrl.ll. :r'.:asrjns, ann(runccd in 191-7
that it would give no (0r.rTO rntrrrcy foi: li.irr,rry buildin3s

Tiro Cc;rpcrai;iol i:r,;s 3i.vorr -l-a.r4cly sincc that iiat:, to l-ibrary
rlclucatj.r'rri, bul has; -gi.r',,:n tkrrr,rugl':. the rirr:cl.ium rrf the Aneriean Li-brary Associatiort

l[i: l"*."t 
"d 

::eccntl;' crf' a 0rirncgie Library i.n l'lebrilska ',vhich is
ri,:arly batrkrupt. This is a si.rriciut: sitrratj.c'n rr,ririch does not si;und r';c11 .
Perha.ps ',r: shou},rl. not p;,i$$ juclgment i:ut according to information 6leaned in
ItJr'. Learredrs'tThr: Alreriean Library i;.nci tiie DifLrsj.on of Knoulledge", vle learn
Li'rut rrllovr*..rer dj.sagreerrl:-Le tho conchrs;ion nay be, librarios that lack support
mil;' asi well confr-on'b the frrc'b tirat firc;; are not furrrishing the kind of scrvice
rrquirec by thc inctiviuuals lvhom tirey ou;gb.t to r:ei.rch,rr Somethlng is wrong"
It muy be a conbirra'bion of l';n.rn.4si -* Lrot,h frurrr a laclr c.rf sufficierrt support
and the r,yrorl,fl hletlrnri of attl,ch *.-- but'iilrabevr:r the cause, the conuntrnity i-s
srrfferiir;; arrd viil"L fa1l. far short of'a well::ounoed tomt if the library i.s
aLlor.:ed to.f'a11. Nr: more should tire librai:y be dep::ived of its rightful
rchilr$ of tiie inconne from tlre arurua-l. ta;r than shoulrl the pubU.c': schools be cut
srirc-'r-b. The chilCrcn lvould Lro but cnt r.'ut of tttu.ir rightflrl. iterita.Jo if either
t-rf the i.nstitubions should faiJ-, arrd. the universiQ' of ttre 1:eople i:.tould bo
destr.o;'sd if the library ly.*re; closoi. ii{r, Llarnegie had great faith in the
public l-ibyay'ies. Iio irt one 'biure saii, "M;, r:',:asons f or si:lectittg public
Lj.bra::ies bej.ii,.4 {xir ;)c)U of , as Ca::ly.[c ]ras lecorciedn that thc true universily
of tlres,: {iil.).g it a collccl,ir,n of books, an<j t}rat t}tus suctr librsrics are on-
titli:ci -br., a flrs-b plece as insi;runrerits J'ol the clevatj.orr c,f the lltit.si$efi of the
p..,t;1tIc.il

Psyciio*aneLlys;is rni.-rht be introciuccd eis a library sui:jcct, -- for
c.rr:a1;ive rcailin.S.

Ther.e'is an indircct benefj.t dcrived from the marry Cnrnegio ,3j.fts.
i'/lr. ()alneitie|inscl.f sai.cl. that he dici lrct wisli to br: kt'ri:vn: fur what hc had
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:{ivcn but, for l;hat h.r hrci inciu.ced otherl; 'br"r gi.vo.

1,:

Alr,i'a; s the qreatJ$t valuc ol' atty gif t of similar nature is not
from the money val-ue it rnu;' hill'e, brit in tlle civic j-ltclrcSt rrnd pr:ide i.t
arouses. So i.n many of the comnunities wl"rcre a Carnelie U.brary has bcen
g-i.ven, local. interest hli.s;1ss11 crra"[ed sr.rl'f"icien'b'bo add ot]ler vdlor.'t1r uhile
gif bs .

i\irc) furtherrneir4hl.rorirrg tolrit.is not so fortunatc as to havc: a
Oa::negie 1ibr.L:;1y l,ruiliiiu;, have been i'noved to seour:e otte for themselves by
o'blier mearrsi. C)f'ti;n a loc,al citiaen has been in,;pirerd to rio soinethirrg for his
or'lri home towrr. .tlival::y ci,oes li'onciers toiirarcl c:i:catir1.1 civic p::i.dr; anc. j.f rightl.l
di.recte,l can pJ-rco a tolvn on thc highest of..'pl-ancs. irio com"mrrrit;' should be
without a libr.',Lr1r so if tlie desire to have a librr:Lr;7 irui.ldirr"; j.s f.Liriir'.:d be-
e.1r1se a rival 1;own. is-; the proucl possessor of orr.;, i.'i;.i.s a fllmc tlrat ca.n i:e1l
'be funned.

Thc rurp.iLrallelcri gifts of ivlr" Carrrelj.e floi' library buildings, dicl
far norc to ercatr,r an irr.terrist in tire ]ibrc.ry moveiilirnt than any other one
thing. Th:is action of one nan has giverr coural,e and hope to l.ibrary cnthusias

So in ou.r olrn state of'llebrasl<a then:r arc th<lse tovun$, sixty-ei,3irt
of lhem, v,;hich a::e most fortunalc in hiivinil bccn recipicnts of th.e i{relrt benc-
factor, And:'cri'; Carne,3ie. ilelcipl,:nts of a rrcri:al ive i:cnevolorrcerf :t€r l/k'. Sturlrt
Sherilan ctrcls* to nr-Lr,ie i1,.

Th;r'i: r.::e thos: tolnrs, twetrtl'-611e in all-, which have beert !:lessed
v.rj.tlir a librery buil-rJi.n3, tirc gif t of a -l-ocr1 ptri.l.a;:rl,)rroi:i '';t, or o. :iroup of
pulilic-spiri'b:li-,. citizr':ns, There j.s nothiirt; irlorrj ctc$erviu"3 oJl comrnottdatj.on"
I'1, vrill bo recri.Llcct tliat Mi:. 0,rrne.,;ietr-i first gift i';as a prrblic lil':::ai:y to
h.is or,l'n tov,rn of l.trnfet'rnlirie, in Scot.lanci.

Ther'e r:.re ebi1l oiher communil,ics l:iri.thout J-ibrirr;,; builciings and. so
ner:d,ful for a.cii;,i1uate fecilitir:s. Tliis lli.st gr:oup i.s cr:lnposerf of tot;ris having
a lir^rary r:r'garri.aatiorr and eL mruricipll ler.Xr but no libr:ary homc. There are
fifty-four of tliis class. Soruc of bhc boi'nis nre stj.J.l rc3rettJ.ng bitat the
Crrrne,_iie furrd. :ls no rnore av;,rilal;l-e for b'ul]-ciing purl:osgs afld sti"l.l hoping
that, somro enb:::p:,ising citiz,crr will l:e noved to contr.ii.rute botiard sucii a rvorth;
cal1sg1. J'ohn Bli3ii'b iur,s a worci just along tiris'bhou.3irb, rrlt is inrpossible for
any ilan'bo besl,ow 4 gl*rtt,)r benefit upon a yourig man than to l1ive him acccss
to i.:oo.[rs anci a l]r':e libra.ry.rl

Anii. tb.ere is tirart olirer large gr:oup r,',rhcrc ther:e &re no lii:rarias.
There are no tovyrir.i of o'ver tvo thousund population rvhr-:rc no libratXr no$ exists
but j.t is a.l"olg, l.orig trail to that t"lnr,r r','lren as in ir{assirchu$etts, every
'bovrLr (brtb one) riill. have a llbrary, ln fact that tj.vre vuill n(Jver be -- it
woulil nr:t be aciv.is;able. Thr.,"re art: in I'1,-rbraslta ninoly-Lhree countics anti in
twcnty*one of tl'reso tirere are toi,ay no.Lj.brari;s. Th,: size of sor,te of thcse
coun'bies is g.r:a.t,:r i.n squirre ririles lhan the arear; o1's,:;v,:ral castcrrt states.
iiilr'tr Ohel.ry Cr:unQ'witb. 51979 siEuar,J i:iik:s is cunsiclerably larger than
Corm:cticut lritkr 41965 squal:e rniles, or l),r1ai'ril.r'e viitlt 2r37A square nil,)s t>1'

Rhod: Jslrl:i vui'b,t 1r?48 square mi.Les. lt'lhile er jroup of six countieli wou.ld
pri:.ctir:a11y cover Neri ilngl,lrid., ancl Rhodc lsland anrl Delaw:rre rnigh.t pl.:ty hide
arid seek irr th.l spaci:sl



ggp!tr. (Ncirr.)

Cherry
Custer
Holt
Llncoln
$loux
Shsrldan

Rtrode IsLar,d
Delaware
Connectlcut
Ionnsylvanla
Massachusotbs
Nebraska

4q.eil

5979 sg. mlles
2588
2395
2556
e055
2469

L6.

Bpltrle$e!-(1e20)

11,755
261407
17r151
25r42O

4r529
9,685

604,597
2.25,006

Ir5gor 651
8 r72or0l7
3,8521656
j'1296167?.

1g4B
?370
4965

45 r 1?6
8266

77520

The populatlon, lt ls true, ls not dense but people as rod-blooded as the
poople ln Massaohusetts or Rhode leland live there, and they oall for
sorvice. I[hat a fleld for county-extenslou along wlth several of tJre othor
counbles where but one or two organlzed llbrarles now functlon. lthy not?
This ls the noxt otop to take -- we havo the need ancl we have the lavr and we
havo no c.9lrn3,y_ LlbreTlgg,

Nobraska .was sevonty-flvo y'iors old ln 1949. It is said that t'he
flrst sevonty-fivo yearo are the hsrdest. Ttrerefore, v'ro wlJ,,l puoh out to
greater years and thoy wlll be blgger and better than over.
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