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o .. .NEBRASKA SPEROH.
AT Lincoln, Hebraskd; June 14, 1917. .
L) - |
X 1 come here to sﬁeak on the seme-centennial of Nebraska's
gtatshood because what this celebration commemorates and connotes
to 2l ifmerlcans at thie romeri. In teh past
pHy
that in whieh

is of vital coscern
there have beel Lwo preat crises In our notional lifeg
in 1ts raw

‘H'”I' A g & 3 & s .
the infant uallon was eaved by the soldierly valor and single-
an “hot in which,

minded éfﬁtesmﬁnship of Tashingbon,

maurity, the nation w s again saved by the men who followed Lineoln

each cagethe viciory was fol owed hy over half a century
and during this »e

and Grant. In
of national unlty, sevured by the pence of vietory;
cf righteoveness, men forpot that ail

peace, brought by the vietory
/uld he lopt If it were turrned into {he neace of
Revolution wag a war for liberty; and

4

ite bVenefits
eowardice and glackncos., The
that_ 1liberty became ol permanent value only when, again under
it wne made secure by the corder.y strength of the
the Civil ¥ar to the hlaekman wae

Waghiagton's loead,
Liberty seocured in

Union. Yhe

4thus ée eured ondy because the white man was willing to fight te
fh; death for the Uuier, and for the flag, to which we owe un=-

"&1;£{§Ezﬁllégiuncec

s The oid Thirteen States were born of the Revolution.

Nehrasksa, like Kansas, wneg born of the Civil %-r. It was the struggle

~over the admission to statehood of Kansas and Febraska which marked the
at’ Appomatox.

real opening of the contest that culminated
great prineiples.
or

The contest settled three
gubgtitute for faets,

longer to make

l. That we were no
accept fine phrases in lien of great deed; and that therefore we were
to liberty a fact instead of a phrase by ab-

words

to make our devotion

olishing slavery.
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2. That we were all here fter 4o he Americans with and ﬁndivided
allegiance to the flag of the Union; and allegiance even more in-
eompatible with a lowalty difided between the whole country ané some
Bection of the country.

8. That we were definitely to realire thet while peace was normally
a good thing, yet that rishteousness stood above peace, and that the
only good eitinens were tiosme who were sternly ready to face war
rather than submit th and uwanrighteous or cowardly pesace.

All these prineiples are at stoke at the present moment.

All three have been threstened, and therefore the honor and the wel-
fare and the uva itulness and indeed the vwvery life of the Republic have
been threstened, by the pacilict and pro~German agltation of the lag
three years.

1. Ffor +two years s=nd a hlf we uscd fine phreosres to cover ugly faets,
when we uvnehiously protepted our deveticn +to the Iliberties to small
well~beraved nitionus in the abgtract, and vet, in the'concrete
dared not say one word of indignant protest when with ruthless
brutelity, and #~ithout one shadow of moral justificeation, Germany

congquercd and enslaved Belpium. We did not even dare to act when

our own innocent women nnd children and wnarwed men lost their lives
on the high seas, and when their murder wase lngolently justified by
the tyrannous Prustisnized antoeracy which now menaces the entire
peace-loving and liberty-loving world. ;
2. We permitted our national poliey to be swayed hy the national
devotiong and national antipathies of men who exercised the rights of
American citizeng but who showed themselves traitore to American
be the way in which they prostituted our citizenship to the interests
of Germany, or to thier hatred of Enpgland; men whose allegiance 1o

this country was merely one of the lips, while in their hearts thelr

loyaltywns Wholly given to Germany, or else —

to any engd GVery
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of England, even altho that eneny wae algo and enemy of the United States
and of mankind, Sueh disloyalty wae quite as mischievous as, and far
le:'s exeusable than, ascetional disloyaliy.

8. It would be impossinle to overstate the damage done +to the m
moral fibre of our country by the profeassional pacifist propaganda, |
the nemce-atl-spy-price propaganda, whieh had besn growing in h
strngth for the previonws docade and which for the first two
and & bhalf yeaors of 4he awr w e potent in influencing us as a people 7
to play e pert which wee wholly unworthy of the teachinges of the great
men of our pmet. The nrofessional pacifiat movement w & heavil&
financed by eertsin big capitaliste. This was not merely admitted
but blazcned abrasd ' by some smons them; therees the accusations that
the munition makers or any other interasted parascn, played any im-
portant vart in the mnove went for srevaredness nwere malicious
falsehoods, well know +teo he sueh hy those who uttered them. The
professional pacifiste during these two and a half vesars haveoccupled
precisely the nogition of the eopperheads during the time of Abraham |
Lineeln,
e new pry the game tribnte of rempect to the men who fought ﬂ
for their convictions 4in the Civil Var, whether they were the blue

or the gray ~ kinsmen of mine were in the Union army, and other kinsmen

of mine in +the Confederate army, and 1 am equally vroud of both. : H
But notody is proud of the scopperheads, who exalted peace above +
righteousness; and the profeessional pacifists of today are theri
gspiritual heirs. ﬂ
At last, thank leaven, we came tvour senses, realized our 1
shorteomings, and s$ardily did our duty. At last we epurned the |

' mean  counsels of timidity and folly. At last we took up the challenhe '

which Germany had, with equal brutality and contempt, =o often hurled
I

ov L
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in our feees. At last we detormined to make our loyalty to this natiom's
past and o the wellare of humanity, s matter of d4-eds and nét werely of
empty words. We have enlercd the great warfor the future of civile
ization; and now that we are at war it behooves us to bear ourselves
like men.

Ve are utterly unaprepared. We can now only partially off-
swt our folly in failiag 1o prepere during these lust two and a
half years,in faliling (o heed the lecson writ larpe across the skies
in letters of flume and vdadd. HNiae tenthe of wisdom consists in
being wise in time! DNouv we must fight without wnrover sreparation,
But we must prepare as well a9 we can at this late date; and the ﬁost

important of all forms of preparodnecs is apiritusl preparedness,

first of all we nust sternly insist that all sur people
practice the petriotismm of service, and that we all eive a fervid and
undivided lcyalty £o our comann country. Pairiotism is and affair of
deeds, and patriotic words are good only in so far ns +they result im
deedw,  If ohrascmaking and cratory, whether by rahlic gervants or by |
outsiders, are tracied -8 substitutes for deeds, the reuslt is unmixed
misehief, ie read Lineoln'e Gettysburp gpeesh and Second Inavpgural,

only because hig words were made good by hie deeds, ounly because he threw

aside all considersticny other than the welfare of the nation, and with
pteadfast eéfficlency fought to the end for freedom aand for the pre-
swevation of the Unlom,

| As 1t wns with that very great man in the past, so it must be
with us lessper men in the present. Unless we now, at this moment, in :
this yam, sitrive each of ue to serve the country accordin to our
several abilities, we are false to the memories of the nation-builders

‘Y0 whose sagacity and prowess we owe the creation of this State fifty years

ago. Nebrasgka was founded ag & State of the Union only because there

were in the nation at that time enough men who were willing to an
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and date and die at need for the Unioun. ~Toda& likewnge, the instant

and overwhelming need of the nation is for mean who “will qggge in arms,
and if nece sary dle, for the natlon; and aext +to this is tﬂé need for |
the men and women who will put our entire industrial and'agrioultunal
gtrength back of the Lighting amen in the field. Only the men and women
who do this are Hrue patriovs; foxr patriotiem means service to the

nation; sand oaly Lhoge who rendersuch scrvice are fit %o eﬂjby the privileg
of citizenship. |

Ve cannot render such service if our loysliéy is in even the smsll

samllest degree dividea vetween tnis and any olher aation. There must
be no division witnlo cur own raaze along the lines of creed or nmational
origing and say citigen ci tals country who uses nis citizenship in
the interest of scwme other couutry ig a {traitor to the United States,.
It 48 not mexely our right, bul our high duty, to f£ insist om this -
fact, DTwice Over & ceutury ape, we, loughl Great britian. In each con-
test the great majority of the citizeus of Sritish descebt took the
lead \and proved that they were Amerieans and rnotuing else. Those who
414 not s0 ac¢t werc traitors. How er are at war with Germany; and evey
eitlzen of Gormun bLicod ig¢ bound in this contest to show the same
whole-hearted Americanliem in support £ the United Btézea against Germay
that was ghown 1w 1776 and 1812 by the Americans of sritish descent
in the contests with Graat Britian. Lo act obherwise is to be guilty
of treason.

In the Revolutionaxry war the iritish armies who stirove
againgt our liberties were aided by peowerful bodies of German
auxiliaries, One of Washington's most famous vietories, that at
Trenton, was gained purely over Germans; and his firset military ex-
?eriance was agalnst the frenceh. Bubt it would be unworthy folly now te

inveigh against Gemanj because & hundred and forty years ago she
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furnished mercenary troops for our subjugation; or to inveirh against
the French because they were the bitter foes of our peop e in colonial
days. It is precisely as uaworthy, precigely as silly and wickead,
now to nourish hatred agsinst kngland., Jagnington'es troops included
men of inglish anc lrish, of German and french, blood. 3But they were
Ameriecans and nothins elsed They did not ask whether they were to Light
tnglish, French, or Germans. Yhey fought the Iees of the American flag,
whoever thesc foes might be.

This must be our epirit today, Ve are a differcnt people from
any peocple of lurope. 1t is our boast that we admit the irmigrant to
full fellowship and eguality withh the native born. In return we demand
that he snall share our uvadlvided allepiance to the one {lag which
floats over all of us. The ecenty of the lagt few yesrs Lave c¢on-
clusively shown that the man, whether of Germen, or of any other origin,
who attempts to curbine aggpgiance Yo thie countlry with allepiance to
ancther, is necescarily flaosge to thies ecunbry.

1 wish to make it ciear beyond possibllity of anything except
willful migupterstanding, that 1 stand for the American who ig in whole
or in ps ¢ of Cerman ©wlood precisely as I do for every other American,
no natier what his blood. I could not do otherwise. I am such an
American myseli. 1 have Cerman blood in me. I nhold inpeculiarly
high honor the contribution made to our national life by the German
strain in that national life. Iiany of my closest nersonal and
political <friends are of Germsn blood, 1 surgested to the War de-
partuent that if I were permitted to raise a division of troope 1t
be put under the command of some “encral of the tupe of CGeneral Kuhn,
bdth of whose parentis were born in Germany; but who is an imeriean
and nothing else, Jjust as 1 am. I could nominate and euntire

national Administration from a President down through nis whole

ca¥inet, each one of whom would be in whole or in part of German bdblodd,
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and behind whom in +this crisis all fmericans of my etanp could en~
thuegiasstically rall - hecause the men I have in mind are Averieons and
nothing else, and are ineavable or treating any gucstion except <from
the Ameriesn standvoint. In the Pantheon of our Revolutionary herores
Stublenberg and Herkomer, of CGerman origin, steand high. Among'our
heroes of the Civil Wsr we do not think of Cuﬂtcr as a Cerman, any ore
than of Sherldan sne an Englishman, or Crant as n Peotchman. They
were all dme iemns and bthing elge. The three hest and most power-
ful econtributiorns %o the Ameriean litersture dealine with our duty as
Amerieans in thie war, bave heen written by men of e man blood on their
fathers' side ~ Cwen llster, James 3eck, and Gustavus “hlingers

The right attitude that our citizene shouvld take towards
one ancther covld not be bette put than it haa heen recontly put by
one of the leadiny ifmerlcans of Pittsbarg, = wman whose father and
mother were born in CGemany, br. Louls lusneh, %the President of the
Republie Chemical Ycmpany. In this specch at the flag raising at the
Compény's plant, on Mey 5, he gaid;

"I trust every man Tully realizes the eignig&cance of 4this
solemn occeasion. wiis Jlag stands for true d&moornoyfgnd equal rights
and equal opportunities, for civil and relisious liberiy, for
righteousnese and humanity. 1t stand s for +the protection of the
highest and the lowest of this great country, and if they are foreigner
| unnaturalized, they méed have no fear, they will be treated with
the same consideration and the aame regpect as if they weré citizens
a8 long as they respect this flag, and a8 long a8 they go aboui their

work peacefully and orderly, and ohey the laws of our countrys\ In

;
Le for

pursuing this policy, we are ca~r¥ing out the fundamental prinei)
which this flag stands, - humaﬁfty, and the principles set for:
., the President in his memorahlé saddress of April 2. L

I recognize no particpiar elass in addressing you.
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This colony 1is like one great family on Neville Island.

I would not be holding sascred the memories of may father and
mother if I did not recognize and appreciste the contributions of the
foreipn element of our country towards +the wonderful development and
and marvelous progress thelthis conntry huag made. During the darxk days
from 1861 to 1864, theg foreﬁﬁn clement of our country were among the fis
first to bake un armg for the protection of onr unicn, and the »ire-
gervation of liberty. And why was it that thile foreign element sought
the shores ofour country? It w.o beecoude of their longing ¢ hreathe th
that pure and sheolesome air of demncrscy, hecsuse thoy recognized the gredt
ﬂﬂ opportunities that were here offeed Yo them, and beeanse this
country doecs not recopnize any nobility by birzth, and the only nobility
it does recogniza 1 the n0obility of the heart and mind, and because

iugt rewnrd. The se are the uleesinks

v

h.re honest labor rocelves its
that we enjoy wnder the 8%ars and strinves that wove above us, may the ea
tinue to wave thfoupgh endless nges.

That is the ¢ouné doctrines. ©Puvh doctrirnco emphatically

‘i.

rebukes the mnative-born whe treats this eountry as mersly a place

P
;;4
o

whieh to0 wallow iz materialiom; i1t no lesm emnphatically rebukesd
immigrant who comeg hore merely to change one feedling trough for a
better feeding tronzk. It recosnizes what ouvr spirit should be, what
type of soul-quality we should develone., It demands that we show
this quality in our home affﬂirm; it applauds our having entered this
war to servehumanity in the world ?i inter-naticuzalicnm.

Such is the lesson which the last three joars have taught us as

regards Americanism. In thin couﬂ‘“'

!

we nuegt have but one flag, the
American flag; Budne lan~uape, the\hnglish lenguage; and above all,

but one loyalty, and exclusive anﬁ undivided loyalty to the funited States,
with no Lot's wife saititude, no Lﬁoylng back to the variouse old world

countries from whieh our ancestor*Qhave serveally come.
. 1}

A
I
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. Powerful and brutal foe they mos% f@% edy~ Germany. They Plamﬁred 2ér

wn

Now for the lemson of vreparedness - military anda exoncmie,
spiritual and material, HNearly two and & half years ago we sent an
ultimatun to Gemany, notifying her that we would hold her to strict
accountabilityif she pursued the course she had anow@ced. Ag &
nation we lost eve y shed of exouse for failure tolprepare a8 eoon as
the great war bdbrole cut; but i¢ it weg poseible 4o add to our load
of responeipility for reamianing snpiﬂe in the face of frizhtful
danger we did add to it when we sent @his notification of possible

war and yet failed inmediately ﬁo Leua every enerby towards ma11nn ready

to Dback ouwr words withour decds . }et we did not take 4 einwle atep.

f

Then care the sinklug of tkq/huﬁitania. QFG @4i11) we d1d not take a s

// o twn years ufmnnv carriefl to the\@imit
her poiiey of ruthless muﬂner ag&unsu cur j*nocent fellow eitizens, and
l
against all other neutralp, and he%\policy of hiderous airoeity asgeinst all
s J |

single step  to prepare.

hwr foes - atrogity ranging rromfkthe dreadful torture of poison gaa %n
/\ S
babtle to the reduotion of ‘the conhueréd&nOpulntinns into state glaVery\
A A
. e . ’ & )
4nd  s8till we did nod prepave. Jesﬁgliowgﬁ-the counsel of the paclfi%ts.

- oA
Lhese pacifists were doyb@lans 1nn§gt actuated by mere f0llye\

But many of them were actuatea,@y bager mot;vpg even Lhan folly. fhe \

5\ [N \
pro=~Germsn organizers, Trom theyblglnnmng, usd t‘p peeifigte apjba%pon
AY \‘ t
28 a cload for their eampaign nmamn qur national bgﬂor and lntﬂreﬁt\

And the faet that sheer cowardic&\ﬁa° m@;e notent thdm love of Déa?e
wag proved b the further fact th$m tﬂf leading pacifists dared not dbndsmn -{

a single specifiec aect of sranp dwlnp\ xen guch act was commltted by ﬁho

: ¥ g iy
newtrality between Gemany and Bé*ﬁ %5. TheJ denounced wa.xr in f&pguaée ! ‘§\;
which reflected as heavily on the) f?étheré who were affeﬂdin bhé% n\
Woves and daughters from outrage/aH';\ D07 'the appre%ﬁofﬁ who V |

|

systamatiaallj practiced rape Qna Agorurc. They & nounced that had no
/S

eoncern  with the originsg or p@@%m;gﬁs of the wirs By their faiﬁﬁre |

[ER |
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to protest agesinst {he inhuman tortuvre of the poson pas they made
itnecessary hereafyer to cccent this ag an ordinary ingtrument of
warfare; Jjust as by our failure Lo take 1mediate action, in
eonneetion with the musrder of imnocent aon~combatants by sub-
marimes, we committed am olffcenge againsgt hunanity, the effects of whieh
eannot be complevely cradicated by any subsequent action on our part.

all this meanness aanda bandoument of duty was championed by
the profession 1l pueifists on the plea that thereby we should be
"kqpt out of wax". 4ud by thelr politieal nressure, thay prevenﬁ&d
usg from preparing, ﬂ%ﬁ kept va niterly uwaprepared, on the grouad ‘v
that preparedness Invitel war; thelr motbo was "safely first," not "du%y
firgt. " They carod nothing for rightenusn esg. Nhey cared nothiﬁg for{\
humanity. They coroed asthian for ocur national honsr or interest. l
All they asked wnz a "peace” thet would pemit us to pet all four
feet 1ln the trough vhile we strove to digtract attention from the
squalid basgenens of our mateslaliem by the shrill clamor of a sham-
sentimemtality.

And neverthelese we have not bheen kept oud of'war. Our
avoldance of duty semply invited suech comulative rernetiti-n of insult
and injury that finaily waer wes forced orn us, 80 that at the lagt it w 8
only by men whoee public poliicy was on a level with the private poliey
of a man who would not even resent his wife's face being slapped by a
ruffian or his daughter bheing kidnapped b, a whiteslaver. Our per-
. slstency in remaining utterly unprepared did not result in keeping
ug out o war, It merely resulted in cur drifting ianto war
sten foremogt, in a conditican of sueh complete unreadine s that we

owe and ignoble safely excliusively to the pretection of the exhausted

nations to whose help wehave announced that we intend to come. We

hve been blénd to the dreadful spectacle producod by Germany's
Aoyt &MM& de ariitna #1,— /%%f- Mﬁ a,{—éﬁ/}w i LS huristams wnanflly
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hind those who were fighiing the flre, and st the same time preserve
a mean neutrality between the iucendiaries and the fire fighters. /ind
now, when the {ire is lieckirg our walls, instead of being able to help
put it out, we ave stili scrambling into our clothes,

I éon’t like wayr, any more than - like a house afire, Dlut
I count It Just ag silly and just &s wicked to vefrain Ifrom prep ring
against war, and {rom cxrushinpg {those wio make wicked war, ag it
is %o refusc (o prepare ageingt & lire, or to sameh a Tirebug,

Over fouwy mounths huve pasced gimce Cenany declared wax

[1

upon u8 (for her note of Janusry 8 wac gimwly a declaration of war):

and she had already been praciieelly maekiug war cn us for two years.

But we still have wot 8 single rvegivent at the iront. It has recently .
\

been announced Lrom SVuohiugven thoet the shorfuge of suprlies is so : Q
complete that thw emell divinl n of galilany resulars under gallant }
General lersniyy, whivii it i: hoped svon 1o gand $o the {ront, cannot
be reinforced by other divisiong {or many nonlhs to core, and that

the training of the draft army cannvt even be be;un until some timen
in Beptember, st lesgt varee months nence. Thig mesng that until at
least & year after Ucmany forced war on us (Lor romember that Congress
announced that Gemeny woo al wazr with ws j, we shali not be able to or=-
ganize a fighting cumy. Lhis lfaect is worth the espeecial atiention

of all the wellemonaing but thoughtless enthusiassts who cheeriully
believe that in the event of wor a million men would spring to arms
between sunrige and sunset. Not only have the mililion men not "sprung
to arms"” within a day, bul +they are merely erawling to arms with the
hope of reaching them within a year. The frult lies primarily im

our complete fallure to prepare during the last three ycars since

the great war opened. Wine tenths of wisdom 1s being wgse in time
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¥e have not been wise in time; and now we rely on owr All ies %o

protect uw [wom tho effect of our folly. Just think of what Germany

would have done to us within ithe f£irst month - not to sneak of the

firgt four months- siter we broke ofy dipliratic relatione with her if

we had not beeu abdle 1o éhiulﬁ our feable and ashorisighted unreadiness
behind the navy of Great Britailn and the nimies of the Allies. We cwe

our igoeoble safety vo tie Brigish fleet, and the French and English armies.
T

We escape paying an ubteply zulnuus payment Tor our Polly only necause the

soldiere and ssiiors of cur Alliee puy or it with hteir lives. Uncle
Sam 1s in the wndipnifieé posivicrn of the wav no hets on & 8treet ear
and then fumbles in his poekel whlle someboly glue pays nie fare.
I1f we nhad been wilillnpg Lo prepare, and if we ad showed

that we meant whai we said, we woulld probably heve prevented the war,
and would ecertulniy aave brousht iL tc & c¢loge as soon ag we enterad
{4, Now, friends, thexe is no use ecrying over evlit wilk. Bub it is
even worge 0 male beliove that the milk was uod aniit, The inportant
thing 1¢ %0 face the fact of the splilling and resclve that it ~shall
not be 8pilt arain., Let ve set in the apirit of the words of Abraham
Lineoln at the c¢los- of the Clvil Jar: "Fumaa nature will not change.
In anmy fvture preat rationsl {rial, compared with the men of this, we
ghall heve ag wealk ani au strong, a8 gilly and as wise, a8 bad and as
good, Let us therslore gtudy the incidents of this =g phiiosophy to

learn wigdom fLro m, end none of them asg wrongs to be revenged’.
Let vs manfully adknowledge how great have been our shorteomings for the
last few years, and then let wus, with a particle of revengeful
or rec¢riminatory or unocharitalbe feeling, learn from them wisdonm to
be applied in our future conduet. From thiec time on let us insist
on an & ‘bsolute and undivided Americanism in thig land, untampered

5y any half allegiance to the aountiies from thieh our ancestors gy may

swvhrally have sprung, and untainted by any vnworthy national animosiyy
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towsrds any other country. Let us prepare ourselves gpiritually, ecom-
omically, and in all military and naval mmiters ~ including as a
permanent poiley the peliey of universal mililtary training and service,
tiquﬂh&t never again shall we be ntterly uaready, as we now are, to
meet a great crieis., Mirally, in the present war, a war for liberty
and democrecy against the rvzhless militaristic tyranny of the Prussian-
ized CGermeans of Lhe phensollerns, lelt ws ae speedily ag possible trﬁiﬂ:’
ovr glant, buit our soft end naready, streasbh, so thal we may use our
hardensd mignt to bring the glaughter t¢ & real and finsl and in the
only honorably possible, by seecuring for cvurselves aud our Allies the
peac: of justice baped onn overwielmlng veeLoxry.

hen the war ia done we must vurn in a ver esrnest to the
tagks of peace. 4 prise vagk of veace o which owe vweonle must resolntely
turn their atisntiovn ag soon ng the gtrain of Lhe war will permit, ie
t0 put the furmers, the men «ho actuarly live on the 5oill whieh they
actually own and actumlily tili, on the nrover footing. 7This can only
be e one by coopsration on Ltnelrvart, dby eompination in produetfion
and in marketing along tue llnes which, for instance, have been 8o
successfuliy followed by the farmers in Leamark. “hat the man ean best
do by hiwselfshould bo done by aimsell; what ean best he & ne by
voluntary cooperative ascocisnlions shonld be done by such associatlons;
and what eannot be tnus done, and yet ought to he done, must be undertaken
by the goverument, Stabe and Natiounal, Warehouse and terminal facilities
shouid be controlled in the interest of the farmer himself, so that he
may be put on an equality with the great bhusiness men, the masters of *
transportation and distribution, with whom he denls; and allvtho un-~-
necessary middlemen between the man who grows the food and the men

sho consumes it should s6 far as possible be eliminated. Nebraska is ene
of the great farmiﬁg gtates, and 1t should take the lead in securing

the right solution of thia wital anactiam
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e - Thisg farm problem ig vital to the future of our nation,
But our immediate and pressing nrohiem is that of the war, The most
importsat thiar is (o gend abroad at the asrliicst possible moment a
greal Tighting arnmy, Sfecond only 4o the aray ian +the work of wiuning
this wary comesg our Red Crogs. Indesd the importan e of this work is so
great that the ?resident of the United States has set apart next week -
from june 18-~2L<« us a periocd Zor macrilfice and wmeelfigh generosity, a
week in whiecih the whole Awoerie:n peonle will he anked to Join in
ralsing funde to enable vur Rot Crons to perform its vast and indispeusble
dutiem in thisg war, S

That these dvtisa may no® only have the support of our hearts
but that the pifts of ~ur neonle may be mande effective, may beput *to
the best poselidle vee, the Precldent has also cormisiioned several
of the ablest bvainegs mon of tha countzry an a iar Covwnsll of the Red
Cross, to adminiater this service on behalf of a atricken world. This
¥ar Couneil has already made far reachins »lang, They tell us Lhat a
fund of 100,000,000, must be raised at once in order tc meet even the
mos8t urhent need. fund we are a2kked to rrise Toc tals work of sacrifice
and cf consecrmtion,

here. indeed, ie a evymons to every Ameriean, It is an sumormous
sumn of money ; but what comfort can we take in withholding that, or any
othexr pum of munuy, if it is necded to relieve the guffeing of our own sone

or 37/ so&s of cur Allies who are fighting for all that makes life worth
liviag® A\

Into olr Red Crose should be poured without stint a hesrtfels
ering ©f Thpnkesiving that we arepermitted tojoia in this great
sa#vi@ﬂ t@fﬂg%{mankind. Qur people have yet to learn the true meniag of

sacrifice, fﬁaihawe been so far away from the scene of battle, we have

\ ¢ 5
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been lulled iatoc suech drowsy indifference to duty by our eame and
progperity, that we could wot feel with any inteanslty the meaning to us
of tnis awful cogfliet., &ul now, we must give of our nlood and our ree
aources. de gee now that thisg has in fact from the beginning heen 8 war
for our liberily no less {than for the liberty of cur 8liied, They have
already suifercd and endured; they are still suffering far more than we il
thought 1t pousible for wen Lo eadure. Jow cur opportunity has cowe.
Our solélers and saiiors will do fheilr part withoul {linehing; we may rest
assured of their courage and fiddi;ty. “ho Red Crose offers to us, who
are not allowed to fight, the opportuaity for sacriliice and for help.

We little weallzo what 1s before wa. Jur own song snd brothers
will scoa be going into battle. They will be three thousand miles
from howme, in & land already wasted by war, s land threstened by famine,
8 land smitten by Cimensze. Tney tell us toal in aray ceses tofay the wou
wounds of coldicrs in Fromce muagt be ticd vp with newsoaper for the want of

the nseeconry surglesl bonfapes. Jhen our own men are wounded,~ as they

surely will he 1a z2reat numbers, - are we going to al:ow them %o snffer
yet more becaunsgoe wo Lail to »reovide these things wnleh ¢an at least
mitigate distrese? Surely not! But we wungt do it ia advance. If we wait
it may be too late. Do it now! Nine tenthas of wigdom is beine wose in
timel

Our Red Cross must not only care for the shatiered bodles
of our wounded men; it alone can vecome a foster parent to them in
the trying eonditions they are sure to face when they are convales-
ceut from wounds or recovering from exhaustion.- We ghall soon have an
army. of & million goldiers. When thsy go to france they must have
homes in which to rest and to be cared for and to recover. The

generosity of our whole people mugt make it possible for our Red Cross

to provide for them. In past wars the Red Cross devoted itself largely

%o caring for the wounded behind the het+ta 94 a.
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Even in thils war thet duiy is etill of vast magunitude and paramcount
importance. 4All that we ¢o or ¢sn do for the soldiers of our own or
Allied armies will ne nll {oo 1itle. DBubt 4hic is a2 wer in whieh not
only armies but whole peoples ere engeres, In no previous war have
the iunocent non-combetents had to hear so terrihle a gshare of the
puyeleal suffering. Aad 1t ig throurh ouvr Red Cross thet we can show
t0 the nations of the world how the great heart of the American people
goes out 1o them in {thelir dictress.

France -~ proud, beave, blecding from gheatly wounds nceds
ug sorely.  fTuberculosls i1a3 raglng throwhount her land, PMifieen

A

hundred of her teowny and vilages have hween raged to the pround by the
calotlated barbvarity of the iavader .« liiliions of her paople are
homele¢ss an starviug, bore’t even of 1he harceet covering Tortheir
bodies, of stov.g, of utensgils with whichto cook or est, or agricultural
lmplemente of snimats - 108023 of the ei piecst elarents of eivilization.
And to us alone oan these peopnle eome for helpy e alone have the
abundance with which to supply thelr direet nececs.

To Russis, too, we wust resech oul cur helping hand. We little
know what she has suffocd and is sulferins, Her soldiers went into
battle 111 equlpprd with srme or asmunitiocn., OFf medieal supplies she
had almost none. Mo «cavs For her wounded on a hattle line of 1,000 miles
ghe hag but €.000 embulances, while l'rance had 64,000 in a battle dine
of 400 milea, &nd even that is not enourh. FRussils, long cbedient to
autoerascy has unet flinched in this confliect. Her people havd had to pir
struggle not only to free the world from auvtocracy, but to make their
own leand a lnad of liberty. RARussia nceds all we can do to strangthen
her courage and to make her feel that we are indeed hehind her. Our armies

ean do little for her. Our ied Croes alone can take intc Rupsia the mescagt
' of hope, of help, of confidence which she 80 terrivly needs. The message

nust be practieal, 3.
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It must carry decds anf not merely words; and it should he csrried at once.

o

Probably neve before were so many necple in distress and agony es in
Russia at this vey hour. Ve can take no more vital step toward win-

(S

ning thig war thah to put renewed heart and atrenght into Russ

e

o

8o let this summons to our people for a week of sacrifice

and generopity be not in vain., TLet Red Cross week he a week wherein

the whole fmerican people shall pledre to the gervice of a great cause
H 9

both themeclves and thelr nosge sione. Equin the Red Cross for the

gmginning, and for the earrying throueh, of as eacred a mission a s
wes ever underdaken in hehalf of a suffering world.

PTHEODORE ROOSEVELD




