
FIFITT YEIRS OF !trIfiFEOSE SISSORT
ASD

[lg$ SIORY OF IELEFAOITS PIOSEERISG IN NEBRA,SI{A,

f,hlr Bcr{.od,1r tbe entlre llfc hlstory of tbts great la&ratry,
Itg atory lE as ronderfirl ae tbat of, ar6r otber busLnees or soclal asencf,r
It is oometbing greater tba.n Jurt a story, f,or the lnventlon antl per-
feotlon of tbE telepbour Lg one of the ortstanillng factorc ln the nationrg
ilevel,olnent tturlng the past 50 yeerao

In lover r€yerenoe altl wtth the hlgheet conceptlon of lilcala, tbc
Anertcan people conmmorate aanlvergarleg of, oae klntl or another, 6bA they
glvc to e,sh the oonaid.eratlon of, luportanae and velue tbt is ltg due.
Llraya thers t s great lntereat ln the Solilo AnnlveroarXr of aa event and
cverythlng ln ltg hlstory pasreE ia reylev.

r*
0u trfiaroh I0r 19g6r oasurrl tbe Ooldea Annlveroary of the birth of,

Ehe 0elephoDe. I*et ug take a fer nlntea to<lay to sltnectp B! frour a re-
vtcrlng etand., the tlfarah of Eventan as tbey wing d.oua the long aroue of
tbe years and note the lnportance of llhe Eelepbone a.tad the pl.aoe lt oo-
oupleo ln the prooeaslon of eveats that have rlchly enhanoed our soolal,
a,nd natloaaL llfe dlurtng the part 50 years"

Sebraska hadl bEcn a state juct nine yeart and nlne da,ya rben fhe
[elephoae nat bora.

llhe grorth and d,eve]olment of, Ifebraska hag been one of tbe narvelc
of our nattonal progr€Ear ltg populatlon haE lncreased ten timeg; &ttd
tblg popula,tlon has ohargsd thE naps of 50 yeara ago by eraeirg the Great
.Anarloan Derart fron thon forevEr and Balntlrg, ln lto placer a garden of,
f,nrlte, grass and graln!, a.d dotte{tts plains, not wlth o8!e8, hrt hagByr
prosperorlc bomes and. beautlfirl thrl$r torae. And! Ln tbta bappl.negs a.nal

BrosperitX, [hs TelaBhoae bel been an tnportant adjunatr

It tg to thts tnportance that re wlsh to caII yonr speclal attention
aB onr gtolf usf,old.s. Ac rc have gald -

fn 18?6 lfebragkg had been a statE but for nlne yearar Drring these
ycars the satlon ba.d been rlorly oerg!.ng f,rm the throes of the great Clvll
War and the resqltE were cttU keenly felto Buginerc hatl aot fuLly re-
oovereil fron the d.lrc effeots of that confllot. llbere were opty ehairr ln
na4r boneor aFtV sleereg on mar5r coatgr and gad nemorlea ln na4r hearta.

But out of tbat tlne Sebragka uag oerglrg lnto a falrar da,;r.

Citlegr torac a,ad, nll.lager dottecl her fertlle Bralrieo. Frame ilrelllngs antl
barzt had takeu the Blaoe of the god hoqse end gtraw gheds on her fatug.
Brldges qlanned. the ouoc unfordable streans. Sallroads traverged tbe statet
arpplautlng the ota6e coaoheg. 8fua,tlon ng vell adva,need so tbat lYebraska
rar sooa to be renorrned anong the gtatEg of tbg Unlon as havlrg the lorert
peroentage of llLiteracy,cif ary.

the herd llfe of tbc ploneer heil been greatly aoftened. |&tab
a,nd hardgbtpc had glven aray to nany Joyc and. comfortgr Progreas raE €vety-
rhere apparent and gpeat gelns in ltving aonditlons fttre leallreil vhen thlc
nw order ras colrpared rlth tbe il4ya fron l*6 to t66r
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fmproved and dellghtfuI as w6r€ tho oontlltlonr of 1876t great ag
vas thelr value over tboae of 146 to 166r thprE atlll rmalnetl ths browledgE
tbat tbers w6re tbingc necded bef,ore Berfeotlon world be epproachedt tn
eoctal conforta aud wel,fareo

llhere was gomethlng S.acking whtch, lf atpplled., wouldl nake fanlly
Ilfe hapBler and ruore sesrre3 that rcuLd ailtl wtnga to buslnegs alxd. Eatlc-
f,ootloa to ltg trangactlonr and that roul,d be an ageuoy of lnealorable
vaLne to goolety general\r.

thlg f,eellng raa not ner nor peorLlar to fe]raska. It hadl been
felt by eveqr olvlLla*tloa gtnoe blstory hag recorderl the gtsryi fron Saby-
Ionla and Egrpt dort through tbat of Oreeoe, Roacl Eruopep ths Anarican
ooloates and the UnltedL Stateee

It ras noteit ln buslners by tht rrngatlsfactory rcsults often at-
talnEd. ln ltg trancaotlon, through D€gsongorsr Buglness men dleplored tb,e
neoeralty of leavirg thelr offlces ancl storee to personolly attentl to
natters outelile and aome dletence rrugr fron {relr plaoer of, tnslnegsr

llhe lapse of tine and nlgoonsttrrctlon of statemontg, dcn the
nalls antl other agencleo of, osmornlcation were mpl,oyed, sere often f,elt
anrl ln the aggregate of, thegc rere nanJr lnstances of dtreot hrglnesg logges.

In goclal, Llfe, wltbln the sane towa or vlllage, nelther a Letter
nor a telegra,n roultl arf,floe to oonmtnlcate slth a frlend, wlth a tradecnan,
report a f,lrc or E[uuoa a ph5relotan. PerEona]. Jouraeye or those by a uea-
tanger were requlred.

Dlsaenlnatloa of neso wat through the reekly nesspaperl, aa4
rhlle the nlleage illgtance betseen cltles a,ntl tcrns uas thc game ln most
lngtanoes as it io today, thero vao a feellng of greater saparatlon and dir-
tance tban ts felt aorr Bhlg rac oooasisned by the larowledge of the tlne re-
{rrlred to vlslt a distant menber of tbe f,qnl.ly or a frlendr even lf, thc
occagl.oa rero oue requlrlng brt a ferr vordcc llhen tbere rag the cousequetrt
expense stteadant on nrch a vlslt.

0n the faru, narry of theee cond.ltlonE sere crlrorlenoed. more aoutely
lf anytbtng than l.n tor:n. Ehoge rho llvad ln those days vlll reoall tlner
rben ba.nletc a,ne vllLages were sut off, tron the sutside rorl,d for dagrs by
f,Iood.s or lapassable roade.

Wagons rere Loadecl rlth bogs or graln, and a tong d4y oonenuned ln
&rtvlng to narkEt, only to learn tbat the markqt rao supBlled or thc BrisEs
batl greatly dropped. On otber oooagtong a trip wsu,Id be node f,or repairs to
a pleoe of fann nacblnsqfr oDlJ to learn that thers uors nono oa band at
that torar

g11 a annaer Oay rtth a rnnahlny s\y, the reaper roultl be started ln
the gtandlg graln, or the morer ln thE grassr to be folloved ultbln severEl
hqurs by a heanlr, oteaftr raln rhose oonlng oould not be arnornced. to thE
far.ner hours aheetl Bt noro

l[hear there vas tbe Ever-present need of eome means to aunon re-
Ll.ef from nanJr adverce circu.mstanoea, ar repalre after storasr rellEf to clok
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Itock, help rhen balk[ngg or stackg took flre, help rhen thtev€E or vandal.a
nemaoeil and morE astrte than alll heLB when dear onec rere lnJuredr slok or
(ylng.

Morntedl on a borae, rpeedllng along a lonel,y road. Et dlark of nlght
to the vl.llage for a dootorr na,pJr a faraer or f,am boyr vorn by anxletyt
depreased at the Loes of tline omsuned. ln tho trlBe praye0 for the day
rbea ln sone !ra{r, not then horfolc eould overoono these oond.ltloaer

lthe thlng aeedled then srag somethlng to Ellnlnate the lsol.atlon a,ud
Iolellness of nany farm bonesl tbr,t rotrlil gborten dlsta,use betreen oorount-
tlerS that rouldl blnd the worldl lnto cloger relatlonsbl.p, state wlth statet
tovn rlth town, and persoa wlth personi that wcvqLd. glve new rest to all
sooial aotlvitiea; that vouLd dlffues news a,ad. knowl,edge aE never before;
that sould afford. protectlon fron fire and flood a,bd sumon help epeedtly ln
d.letreoa, an{ beche a valuable and lntllspenaable atlJunct to every luglnegg
and prof,egglon,

Thig dealtleratrrm rae improvaA ooemraioationo flhe nalls and. meosanger
lervlcg vere probably the beEt that they bd EYer beenr arrd Prof,r S. F. B. llorge
ln 10&[r had glvcn to the world the 'electrlc teLegraph. [hlg ln a large
meaEnr€ had nrppLauted. the pony *pleEE ard sBeeded u.p the ralLmgr natlso But
lnportant and. valuable ag hlg lnvention ras then, ard ls norr lt d.id not
and. could not guBply tbe entire lack ln cmrnioatlon faollltlec for geveral
roston8 t-

(I) Skll1 ns required to operate 1t3 (21 Sot E,rEITr comualty nar
arpplled ritb lts oervloe; (9, It ooulct not be uced la the ererago hrglnesg ag

a nrtctthrte f,or a nessengEr - that lae lotreen hrslnesg bouEec ln tbe sa&e

torn3 [ l ftc value to tbe farmer rna alwayg lndlreot.

tshen one day in Sootoa, ln the attlo of, fror 5 Sxeter Plaae, a tal'I
Sootcb profeoeor, erperlmentlng with what he suppogeat ras a uugloal telegraph,
spoke iats the rooden bor rhlch contalned. it. the bor tac coltneotett by a
rlre wlth a &rpllcate bor ln obarge of an atsleta,nt Located el.aewbere in the
brlLtl[ng.

fbe words that Prof,essot Bell gpoke on tbat lfiarah day ln 1876r werol
nMr. FTatson, oone herc; I vant Xor.n

trfr. Watson, ln arnazenent, d.roppetl the bor he var hold.lng, nrshetl up
threE f,Llgbts of stairgr hrrgt lato the attic and erclgtmedt trlt talkgr I
oould hear youlrf

!nd, thug [he $elePhoae wac bora.

She arcceedlng months €Fcrr lnto years bEf,ore the lnvantioa beoane more

than a solEntlflc toyr.

0n Jirne 50, I87?, there vere hrt 254 Belt teLephoneg ln ertctence.
Bqt large oaks f,ron itttte aooms grosf ltby dict the systa beeome so large
ae to glow from p54 tel.ephones ln 187? to 1610001000 at the md of l'925. Shere

are severaL raaeolt f,or thls wonderf\rl growtbp all of lmportaacel-

Ir [hc long:-f,elt waat whlch the cervloe aupplled'
% Its gbtLlty to arpply that na.ut.
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6o fts great valuc oonpared. wlth lte cogt.
4o lts oconomlc and. soclal poltcy.
5' Its mrnq,gpment persotr[61r

It 1g not neoessary to turn baak thE olock to 50 years ago, nor to
burn a telephone offlce, to ghou hor reII fbe tselephone has grrpplled the laok
of oomrrnisation.

$o other connotllty of equal value can be purohasetl at go low a cost;
or, prttlng lt another way, uorhere else dooE one get ag Erroh value for e
dollar as the doLlar spent for telephone aervice.

Sone of lts strong economio pollcles arer

stockg.
I gguec

fhe buginees organlzatioag ownlng the propertSr iaenre no vatered.
Invarlab\r the lnvegtnent ig more than tro tlnes tha caBnltal stook

No great fortrrnes have been maile in lt.

It tg not owned by a fer. It ha,g probably nore then 5001000 Etock-
holders.

The gooi,CIl pollcy of the teleBhone lndrstry haa beslr equat\y
merltorlousS ln factl we nlght sa*y rrnique, for it was tbe first great BtrbLlc
utll.lty to frankly aad fully tel.l the publlc a"bout lte hrslnese, and. thla
witbout belrg: required too

In 1885 the general rnanager of the priaclpali telepbone company,
rrltlng to the generaL narager ln lowa agked.r-

nlg the telephone eerrice as it ls nos belng firrnlshed.r eatlefaotory
to the publlc?

Are the pri.cec satisfactory to tha publ.lor conslderlng the
faaLllttes and. gerviEeg that are glven?

Is it posslble, ln vler of the oontlugmoieg of storm, untlergroud.
legiolatlon, eto.1 to m,ke ary lo*er rate to the grbllc for sme clasEes of
servioe?

What ha.s been the tend.ency of the relatlonshtp betwesc tbe public
and the Local. conpaaiea for the past yearl iror, &re the relatlons between
the nrbllc aud the ecmpa,ules lmprovlng?t

$here ls no ttpulltc be da,m'edltt attttud.e expreesed. theree 0n the
contrary, there ls rea,l interegt and golloltude for the prubl'icts lntereet ag
well as ltg osn. Early tbe rlght aBlrtt in zubllc serrice waa origlnated
ann tt bgs Ever contlnue(L

Ite aontrthrtlon to nanklnd. outgid.e the telepbone fleld are nary aail
of lncalcru.alle value. Ehey can only be nertlonedl heret

The eleotrlsal tranmlgslon of Bhotographs' of d'rawlngst finger
prlnta, etoor over teLephone tlres ls a great heLp ln tho orre of dLseases,
deteotloa of orlmel and ald to hrslnegs a.:od coertg.

Brirglrg teLephone service to tbe deaf, lE arother boon to that
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aff,l,iotert portlon of bu.nanlty, and greater sttlL ts the audiBhone whereby

the pantlatly Aeaf, rho rEtaln a part of the auditory r€gr€r nay agaln bear
uor-nally or nearLY ao.

Deve1o11osrt of the vaorum ttrbe aad perfectlug the apparatug to nske

rad:lo broad.oasting and' receptton posolbler

fhe publto address systems and ].qed.gpea,kers are gtill otbEr develop-
nmtg whloh have contrl![tedl much to the pubLlc relfarer

We come now to the pergonneL - the nagter rnlnd.e of the f crrnclerg and

butlltngs of thls great aterprlEe - Ifebraska and. Iovets plaee ln lt all'.

In the late 60ta there ca,ne to tllaterl,ool lowa a yourg nan of shrrdy
hltld, ovEr gtr feet tall, curly bloade helr, blue eyeo and reatl€ss ener$9l
Ee baa told hor, aa a boy La New Jersey, he had pla,nnod some d9,y, to bave a
farr of bls own and ha.d heard that ther€ ras lantl ln I osa almoet for thE ask-
lngrif onc had tho etrength, grlt and patience to beak lts sott a.nd oarry on

at planting antl cultlvating lt.

He f,orrn0 ths cherlsbecL spot ln 3gunington tornsblBr Slaok Eark 0ornty,
fowa and wlth bts ora trlnds heltt the lreaklng plsr that brokE the pralrle god

oa rhst ls today one of tbe flneat f,arns in f owa. In the wlnter intewal
lctreea faraln€l teaso11li hc tarrght the coult1'y Phool uear hlg farn'

It ras on his fatherrg farn ln Nenr Jeraey that Prof. trforse had per-
f,eotedlhtceleotrtcteleBslibradthisboyvasattraetetltoad.lorrredthe
telegrapherr a art. gfrs Iasifnatioa of lt ctal.mea hln after a ysr or co of,

famtng ln BLaok ffavk count& and he ilrlfted vegtnrard to rhero n6r telegraph
llnec iere baing opened beyonil the Mlsaourl rlver'

Alrbltion, trrgged at hln, tlfted hfun lnto the railway nall aervlcet
and soon bo nag onier crerf ia e nalI car nrnnlng fron Omsha to Cbe0rone.

Ela gealug for organtlatLon, bls great exssEttve abillty, hla
c€aseLess enorgy, hLE roniternrf vf slon anal peroeptlon, soon brought btm

Bronotlsn to atiisfon arpertntendsnt, then sbort\y thereafter to 8rp€rlntEnilent
or tr,e rallray uralL eervtoa of tbe lthtted states.

llhe Boston Bd[, rho wele tryiue bard to uafte |[he llelqrhone pogrl'ar

and gncoegaftrl flnanalaligr, conolu6edl tfat tUey uu'st sEcure the beet general

EgJea€Br poesille, ao [hosr A. Fatsonl vho heard tbe f,lrst rordg erer gpoken in
a telepbone, tras cent to Trlaehlngtoa io Lntervles and report on the noted' rall-
ray natl nrperlntenitent rUo nvtrlA be agked to oome to Bosto, orgpnlae the

ta-Elnese, pl.a,n itE frrtrFe, aud flrrthor lts developoent.

Iu erchonge for a good poattlon, be accepted a salrllseS a'nd,ln

crchaago for a calary, he acoeptei gotdeir bopea. thCnaef,ortb he ras destlnod

to iltreot tne enterBiir" that had ha,raegred the Jasgsa llgltnr-ng of ths

swter oLoud' to ta.ke it fron beglnntngs of Legs tuas 500 lnstrunentg to mlLllons'
to br1tLd a Utrginegg of Lear tb&; $IOTOOO to an lndrrstly of.over tvo bllllonsl

to lncreaae tbe nwtber of, people !i w6ulA arpport fron len to over 500'00O3 to.

place in lmerlca l6rO0OrOOO telephoo"tl aaa witUfn hla loved lora, the greateet

udlcr ln proportisa to-1ts BoprLtion of ary other pla'ce ln all tbe sorl(L

It rar Ln thlg rray tbe onE-tlme Iova famer and. l{ebragka ralLragr nall'
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olerk, llheo. S. Val1l @tered. tbe oormunlcationE fleld.r Sere he beaane the
donhant flgure, greatest f{napolaL and orgarrlzing gaalus of bls day, nan
of great vlelonr and. most suooesgflrl ln acooropliahrnent of ary of hlg contdllo-
rarlcgr Anerlcaf s nrBfitnacy 1n oomrrnlcatlon developlot, ln radio develolmentl
tn und.ergeao teleBhory, tn hrrnanlty to cnpLoyes, ln improvetl Bub].lc setrvloe,
i.n safety caratrnignsr €tcrl oto all traoeable to hln,

It uas qulte a*tum1 th&t ho rorld. bi nrrch lnterested ln seelng the
uas of the telepbone extentletl as far a,nd ag faEt ag Bogslb1e, ard. he organlaed
tbe oonpau3r anel perfeeted the greateat slngle agency tbr thls purpose evet
oreatEd.

We rBoke rather posltlvel.y a uoment ago about tho valge of tel.c-
phone rervice; tbls rag besause re have oome to'heow ltg vahre af,tEr 45 years
of stu(y of lt.

Probab\r thcre is no otber aomodlty ln unlversal, use whose valn,e
ls co ltttle understoott snd ln the deteralnati.oa of rhich so na;nJr vrong
noailrrss of value hgvE been used.

In 1876, thEre war llvtng tn Onaha a man to whon trl'ebraska lg ln-
dcbted for the fsundatlol of lts tel.ephoae aeryicg, Lr. E. Kortyr litr. KortJr
rlB! then auperlntmd.ent of tel.egraBh for thE Unlon Paolfio Bailvage Ee had.
bocone roqualnted rtth Mr. ValI uhlle tbe latter ras a regld.ot ln 0nahar
.A,rsocl,ateil rttb Mr. Kort5r ln the fsundstloa of the tel.ephone inihrctry r,r
J. J. Diokey vho sag the dietrlot nrperlntard,Ent of the Weetet! Iidon SeLe-
graBh 0mpary.

Soarce\r batl l[r. Korty gettled drorn af,ter the tbrtlllag e4perlenoer
oonnEote0 *tth the oBolag of, tbe Unton Paolfic rallroad than there burgt lnto
the telegraxrb,lc vorl.d a stcr of unronted brllLtancfl l[he telephone uag ln-
venteil and. Shernant s nllttary telegrapher aud the Uulon Prslf,la tElegrepb
rnrparlntod.ont vlsloneil lts poaalblLitieg as fer nen of, hLa tlme dlil.

Agatn opportunl.t5r. bocked at hlg dosr for be happened to bo ln
Pf,i,IailelBhle at ths expooitlon la 1.876, lav Dr. SeLX and. bls remarlsabLe ln-
veattsn there and dicotrssed it slth Don Pedro, tbe pnperor of 3razlL.

' At that earl;y tlme trfrr f,orty vag oonvinoedl of the u].tlnate praotlcal
posslbtllty of the telepboae auil bed vlrtoat, lf yor pLeaeel of, ltg wontlerfu].
frrturen

fts fattb carrled hln alongr gav6 hln confldenoe2 lnrplred. hln to
convlnao otherc to ctgooiate wlth hln ed. help htn ln the nsr and. untrled
ftalil of telephonl,c couuunloatloa rhere agaln rcmance mit ttlEtinstlon foLloved
btn and. forevar gave hirn tbe hoaor of belng one of the fou,nders of the tele-
phone aystemo of lowa and. Sebraske vblob ve of totlay knor ag the ltortMectera
BeL1 Belepbone Cqpay and. in t'urn know it ts be a part of the greateot systm
of oonuunleation ever devlscd or openatedr

Ec kept a el,ose ratoh on tbe develolment of, the talephone anil coa-
vlnced, a &,inrrilta gnahar J. J. Dlckeye of the great posttltlitieg of this
lnstrrrneut thst raa oarrging telegrapb na to wonder wbether lt vould. soon or
eventua,I\r gupplant the telegraph" Iu I8?? Mro Korty secureA tro teLephoneg
frora Bostop and wlghed to connEot tho up and. try then, go he lndroed Mrr
Dlokey to cooperate wlth bln. lfrr Dlokey rac then grrlrerlntsnll.ent of the
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Atlantlo and Paclflo Tel,egraBh Oorwaqy a,nd Mr. Korty ras ln thc llnlor, paclflo
railray telegraBh departneat. 0n lVovr lg, lg?? the f,irgt telepbone in Omahp
wa,s oonnooted', tbts tine wttb a teleBbme at the Ualon Paelflc lpra,ngfer ln
Counoll Bluffc.

l0rlstrso Korty and Dtckry then fonned. a partnershlp an6 aogu"Lretl
tbe lloense rights for the Bell telephone ln a portlon of tova, al1 of Nebraskal
Fyonlr6, Utahr Uontana aud ldahor they put trr vBrlons prtvate llneg to-
getber untLl the latter part of:.I878, nhen the Atlantto antl paclflo Telegraph
Cmpany rac cold to the Western lhlon SelegraBh CmpanJr and. the Latter oon--
Barryr regutredl ilr. Dlclcef to grah the Edl.gon telephone lnstoail. of the BelI
lnstnrmoto

lthe ar\r hlotory of the developmmt of ths tel.epbone in .Anericl
osntsl.llr nurny lueldearts aad. oonditlons not ofto stregaed by vrltero of todayr
One of thogc concltttont uat tbe otrorg conpetltlon betreen perssna aud. in-
tercgts back of llboro a. Edlson at the inventor of ths telelrhone against the
persont and tnterertr erpou,slng Alerancler Oraban Bell ee the lnvEntoro Shrotrgh-qu,t tbe oorrntry the Xlowerful lYettern lhloa felegraBh Conpany ras baok of
Edl'son, rhilc prlvate oapltal ras backlng l[r. 3ell, ratber feebl.y tt gemg noro

Ortngi to tbege
!tresrrrr Korty a.nd Dlakey
happl.er oondltlons, vben
Bell rag th.e lnventor of
rapla.

condltlonr and oirsumstana€r tho Bartnerahlp betreca
sg illgsoLved tqt not the frlendeblB. Ister und.er
the Westem Ua:lon Selqraph Cornpany conceded, that
the telephoae, the tso old f,rlendr beoane partnere

Wb,lle Mr. Kortyts olal frlend and partner lef,t hln for a tlme, ad.
atreaolclyotrtpotcC hlg establishot of the SeLL lnatnrmentg in grnaba, D.Korty
beoane the gole lloensee of tbo SatlonaL 3ell. feLstrhone Conpa,ngr la tho terrl-
torlr we have dtesarlbed.. He aought help aad taokin! a'd tountl ft fn $.S. Eo
Clarkt then preeident of the Unton Paoiflo rellroad. fhese gentleaen be-
Lleved that tho tlnE rag opporlnrne to hrtld a,n excbarge ln Omaha, eopeotal.Iy
slroe l[r. Dlokey csulil then reJoln tbor So the three n@, rtth othere, or
€pnlaed. the Onaha Eleotrio CsnBaqy and &*lng tbe f,lrgt half of 1879 hrllt and.
opetcd Omah&tg first telephone cxcbange on the woct Eide of fifteEntb tetweEn
Farnan and Doug!,ae atreetc, vbere tbe nsr trorl,d-Eeral,tl buildlng nor ctand.r.

lilroh of the story of, 0rnabtg flrEt telephone e:cchange bas been told"
lhsrE it arr tnciilent, hoteverr that rlIt bea,r retc!.Ilrg nary tlncao In er-
BLauation tt nay be ratd, that in tboso tlner there m,g hardly a,ny ooplete
factorg butlt equlBn@t. Partg hedl to bo col].eotEtl bere and there and ar
s@bl.eil. at thr esbalg€ to be lactalled.. il!. Korty and Er. Taf"l bsd see oor-
rerpond.ence abart tbe propocea!.0m,ba exchange and. ln one of Mr. Tai.lrs lettera
to l[r. Korty dated Aprtl I5, 1879, ltr. Va,ll nggeeted that Mr. frtlonr forevEr
famous as the asgiataiot to l[r. BeIl tn the lnventloa of tbs tolephoner shotrld.
cone to Ataha and aupervtse the coagtnrctioa of the oentral of,f,loe aBparatus.

l&, Vailts letter raailgr-

rI wll,l have cent to you a6 soon a,s pogslble a oonpletc get of orr
lnrtnrmenta ln order tbat you nay erbtblt them and Ssr thelr votrk. I wrote
M:r. Dlob;r todsy ln regard to ths grltchboard and. apparatus to be amaeoted.
rltb the erebangeo I thtnk lt rould be rell to let our ltr, &tgcor auBervlse
tbe aqrstnrotlon of the al4nratus f,or your cmtral offtce sSrsten ar he ean
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brlng to bear uBon lt a,n eqrerlooc of ovs! tro ;reErrrn

Erpptly for ![r. Fatson and for naay stbers ln the telepbone tnrat-
nesg today f,ame anil rorth. do not regt ou ysare of expertenoe alonel hrt ou
cbrFritcrr abllttyr loJralty andl lniluat!;rc

lfessrgo Korty, Illokey, Gsaeral S. ff. Doclgo and. otb.era hlt].t sF or-
ab&age at Cormotl Sluffal fora, ln tbe tane yea,r tI8?91 rrndEr the name of tbe
Coulctl Bluff,s Selqlbolrc Erohange Coo andl aleo ln tbe gane year ltecarsr Korty
aud Dlohey of Omaba aa(l Ucssrtso Ar D. F*thauay and Jobn R. CLarke of, Irlnaoln
under the nane of th6 Illnooln feleBb,o[c llrchangp Compaqr hllt the flrst er-
cba,nge ln Llnooln, Eebro

fbge rers other orcha,rnger hrllt and. other ftelda dlevelopd, !y the
oou,lageoqg aradl lncl,onitable Korty a.ad!. Dlokey - llarsha],Itorar Xoilei Slou.:r Slty,
Iora bcrldeo raa4r toma ln Nebracla, ae welL as orgauialng tb Roo\y Ssqntatn
3el} [elephone Conpantrrr hrildlhg tu $al,t lalce CiS anil elsovhcrc ln tbt
reglon.

It vmld be lnteresthg to dvcll on the erBerlooeg of tho* daycr
nearly a half, cenfirry ago; qrperlenoes llka thssc of sen(Ury th€ flrst palr
of, telephoaes to the Sardnifr, nor thc Earailaa Isla,ldsr or to rrlte sf the
rplenrlldl Bloneerr who rere Mr. Korty"g sosoclates. hrt gpaoe forbid.er Fo ollr
atorXr rlll be nost\y of hln.

Els chamtng story canaot be aoutined. to a fer llneg yet so cm-
petLl,ng !s tt that one oan learn aonethlng of vatrue to the tele4rhone workor
ln arJr Llnc of, ltr It brg an lnterest and charn for us aa lt unfol.drr grtBs
u.c a,Bal na,kec us Broud to be tdenttf,ted. wttb tbe lnftrctry whtch so otrongl.y
attraoteil nen llke hln3 the lntluatrlr ho f,ounited ro abLy antl vel.l aatl wblob
tt ie our &rty act prl,vl.Icge to preterre and. carry ou to alL the bstgLta of
the liteatg he hed. rhen he lullt the @ah* ercharge 47 yeara ago.

Moaeaty lc an cver clEtlng charaaterigttc of men of, ochlevoart
atil trlr. Korgl vtrcn atked to reLatE the erqlerlenoes of hls uontlerfrrl llll
Erorded tbe story tnto 886 vor0c laclu.dirg tbe slgnaturer We gtve lt 'here

Juet ao he rrotE ltt*
nI ras born October 28, X846, ln Earovet, GartnnJri {llre fanllf

otgq*ted tn 1859, rottl!.ag at Fort trbdlrou, Xora. Ir 1860 I. reorredl 4r
flrst Job La a nertlnper of,floe al tXtrlntsrrg devilrr In s fer nonths
a bettcr glturttonr &8 & clerk ln a,book rtore, preeatCd Ltself and I
took tt. f,he teLe3h$)h l.lac rcashcd thc torn tn 1861 ard, tbs otflco ltas
ertabllsh.al Ln thLi gtorel rlrlcb gare Ee an oBportuntty to beoome c tele-
graphor.

. nXt rap not }oug beforc I ha,d aoqulredl guff,tclEnt BraotLco to bo
plgeod la chargco llbe fo]jloulng JFeqr I rEs tra,neferred to chloagpo Fron
thcre I raa gnitteA arsancl to ya,riors polnts ln llllaols, Iowa, Wlgoonrln
tDO illnnemta al atlllty mo,. In lS6'S X mtered tbe qlLitaRr telograpb
sor?s, rmalnlag tn thst rerricq at operator a,ad etpber olerk untlL the ologe
of t1i rar, a1rc &rrtag the reomctlustlon Bertod. Retrnrned nortL ln 1867

a,li, a6atn euterci!. thr telegrapb servtoe et 0bloago, r@stntng untll' the oom-

glqtloa of the Unlot P*otfio ratlroad ln X.8?0 rhen I cequred a Job on that
AoliL
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'nra ootoberr lg?r r nnE trargferredt to the gsn6r&r offloe_ ln ernaba.
0n Jonnr1r Ir l88lr I rag rnade asslstad supertatenileat of teLEWqs. 0n 

- -

Atrgu'gt 1, I887lr f uag promotcil to srBorlntenitcnt of telegraBh, rualntng lnthat aalnctly unttt &ay 5, lg0g rhea after SB yccrt contlm,sug- servlcc, irag rEtlredl oa polion.
t0@ Oatober,I4r I87I, I narrl.ctt Ellsabctb E. Samproa at 6btcagol

rhosq fanr\y hadl loat cverythbg tn the great ctrioago itrr, f,tvc dayr-prcviotft Imocllately af,ter the tr:rentloa of, the tefqUone J. J. Dlckly
a,nd nyserf geourcd rlghtq ooverlng a portlon of, rora ano au of, Nebrasd,,
Fyutng, Utchr Sontana and lttre,bo. Obe onterprtslng peopte uf tUf g terrl-torlr early avallcd tbsngElvor of t!,la great cmventoacln

IOuxS Er KORtsL

!f. tortl onltteiL a.u lnteregtlas blgtsrleal faot from htc auto-
bloeraphy aai that 1r tbat ln tbe great Ohloago flrc tbc oqrrrt reeord.c
and. bookr rere d.estroyed alod ar roon ar poaetbJ.e tberooftcr n* reoord.r
rQre eltabLlshed. aaO ln thc ne! narrlage llacnrc reoord, f,or Cook oouSr,rrllnotr, opcncdl f,or usc after the fl,rtr narrlage tlomrc sor r ras
lrarod. to L*oulr E. Kort5r a,ail Eltrabrth Br lrnpeou, toth of chlcr6or

Fortulato\r f,or ur tbre are reoordc of bla acoonpllglmente in
tbe teleSrboae Ladutry, reooX,leetlou of btc argoclatea and othera, rho
rcre prlvtLogeil to kr.or hlnr ths,t aaa bc dlrara rl,pon to EltBp\y r}lat tfr. Korty
nodeat\r onltted fron bir llfc storyo

Ee paraed. through ro m.oh that ras epoch naklng3 hc vag an aggoolater.of great nm3 hc rrrt one of, the chlef, astort tn tt atl - yet to btn tt rEr rpart of the dayrt rork3 tbe urnranal to ua, ral uguaL to bl,n.

_ Ela eryer roald. l1ght up at tbs mentlon of, tbe nameg of, Ectltos,
Doilgr a'nd Yatlr cach b,la perroral ltlead.o I have vondererl on th.sse ooErrlonl
rbat blr naortet vcro of th,c non and. cverts ln bls erlnrlenoer of thrse roore
antl tm 5roelle

$rcb ts tho rtory of, thr ploneerl.ng of the teLqrhone tn [ebrasktr 1!bcttnc la too sbort to take up tbe lnterestlng atory sf thE grrbce$rent cteveloB-
rnout of the Enter?rl.Ee or ts traoo lt f,ro tta beglnnrngr la eaeh of the
ottlcr and. toraa tn th,tr rpladid rtatc or to aileqrrately aad fttttrgly tELL
the story of othcrc berid.er,tfesstrs. Va!.L and. Korty who h.ad. e part ln lt. Eaeh
of, thcrc gtorles ghornltl bc rrlttca and prerervoil hereof all placea for there la
no othEr aeb.levmat of tbo 19th or a4r other eeertuqy tbat haa esatributed
nore to tb,c cmfort a,rd convo,locc of, orrr pcoplc tlnn the lavontlonr ectabllsh-
ment ao0 develoXmm,t of thE teleph,orc l.n [elraakar

Ia eonoluslon I vould llkc to ;ay of the telephonc go,eral\r tbatr

ltbere eould. bc booke of, lntenae and. valuablc lnteregt rrltten about
the telephonr lnduatry rtartedl ln tb6 ltttle roon at No,4 St"t"" ?]aoel
Sorton, 50 y-eara a6o. .Frrt tro ncn rorklrg in th,t Ltttlc laboratory tong
tgQr Sotlagrr ln auother Lebor*tory that bcarl Selltr [r!o1 there are 61000
lolontigtor mglneErg and. lnvantorl at rork trylne te inprovc andl dl,evelop tbo
norat of the norldr s comnnieatton ryctur of vhloh 0he SeLsBhone lc cbl.ef,r

At tbe had of tbd.a great laboratory ls ana,u vho has been ld.entlftod
rlth thc lnibrtry fron lta bogtnnlng, $eneral Joh Jc Cartye .enerlaata greateot
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telErbone engtue€nr anil f balleve yqu wou].al llke to hear what he says aboutqFifW years of felqrhone Eiatoryilr llhErefore I wtll quote brlefLy- frora hlsstoly of tbe trSql,-Centqitat of ghc lelepbonptro Ib. Carty tayst_
trllhe firgt telephoao mossage ras ssat in lg?6. So great has beenthe grorth of tel.eptrone meegagea ln 50 yearo that ln 19p6, 5O;O0oroO0 tele-

phone oonversationg take plaoe eaoh d.ay tn tbo vast teleBlone-plant whloh
covers a contlnq,to

llhe tvo telErhoneg of 1876 have lncreased. go tbst nor there &ro more
than 1610001000 telelrhones laterdonneoted. tn the 3erl syrten

fhe first telephone llne of 50 feet tn length has grovn to a networkof more th*n 40 nlltlon nl.leg of wtre; antl. gwltchboertts, buildngs, poLe llnes,
ccbles, con&rtts, aad other forng of plant have been oongtnrcterl, costing orer
$PrEoorooorooor

there sac
Dulng the year IgeO ffiil obgerved rltb approprla[gSerEnonles

tba rml-omtennlar of thE lnvention of thE tol.ephone. Mrch ffi said a,ndrrltto conoenrlng thE narvelr vhloh have been achleved i[rri.ng the past 50ycartr ln extendirg ita ule among alL the poaple of ou.r r.ation by neano of, a
osntlnental rystcn of sircs and ly tha nost recent marvel of tbs radlo. fhece
thhgs are largely &pentlent upon the fund.aneutal dloooverT sbtoh ng rnade
by Afexaniler Graharn Setl att upoa the unrentttlng labors of, the *leuttflo mouln those laboratorles f,oundett by htn 5O ycrrs a6o and whlch bEar blg D&r€r

$o m,cb hag been aobleveil turlng the legt balf centnry tn the
eglenttflo and. buglnegs d.evelopnot of the telepboat ln .0nerloa, tbat we ca4
loolc forrarO vltb a confldence bom of exlnrlenca to the astonlsblng thtngo
tbat rlLl have beea aocmpllshed by tb,e srooesrors of SeIL at the enat of the
rert 50 yearsr urhen our oountry celetrater the eecond. hndred yoars of, itg
erlgtetoe ag a nation.

frhlle lt Lc lnpolalble to predlot ln detatl vhat wlll be tbe reahrre
of thece great nev d.eveloproeata re oan bE sure that the problena whlcb re
can now see ahead of us contain the promlgs of rna.rtrelg greater tba,n arythtng
rhl.oh rt ca,n nor lnaglriso'/

Ag reoently atated. by V. S. Gtfford., PreaidEnt of theA,rnerlcan
Selephone & felegraph Co. r n!!h6 advanceg vblch have been mad.e &rring the f,lrst
50 years of, ths rork of tbe 3E1,1. $ratenl a,rc unpara.IleledL ln tb.e hietor5r
of comrnicattoaeo lhey are oontrlbutlons which r!.I1 rnake forever nmorablE
thls great epooh ln our progress.

We are now at the beglnntng of a 116r era filled wlth borndless
opporfirnitiec fbr advancEnent ln the hrslnesg a.[d. sclencc of, telephony" Upon
the foundatlong shich have been so Eosurely laldl, wo can look forrrartl to t]re
telephoue eyston of the firtu.re rbloh ln ef,featltenEge and ugeftrl eervlce, rl11
aullasl all that bas gone bof,ole. nn
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6ttly flvc deyo ag,o the Frosr sf &crtoe toLd the ve*y
lntcrertlls, rtory of tbc ful,fttlnent of a pcl't of
!Id. @lffordto propbooy rhcn lt aerrltcrit hlr openlng of Lorg
Blrtrnco $atcmrtlsnt]. Telcphouo Strvicc botloeu Sar Xor& aad,
lroadoa.

& thrt occatlou tt lar further prcdl,ctad thrt crc X.ong
tt rould bc posclble for alurErt Qrry lnerloan tolep&,onc urcr
to trLk to auy Sereopcao telepboae ErGtr

Surclyl DloE F.dro ter rlght oa that dr,y 51 yeqrr ago
pben ho exolaLned r lfifly eod tt talk! F

I


