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CAPl\A IN CHAR.LES ME INHOLD - PEHSONAL P PllliS, NA 

1. Military History writte by Mei hmld 

"Served 13 years i the Regiment of Mounted Rifle e , I 
was discharged as Sergeant Major January 5, 1862 by 
having been appointed Acting 2nd lieutenant and assigned 
to duty o staff of Lieut. Col. B. S. hoberts, Comdg. 
South~rn District Dept. ~ew ~exico as Acti g Acisist. 
Adj. General. In that c~pasity I took part i the battle 
of Valverde~ ct the subsequent en~~gements ~t Albequerque 
and Peralto New Jexico. July 14th, 186~ I was commissioned 
2 d Li etrt e ant iu the 3rd U.S. Cavalry. I joi ed the 
Begime tat Llemphis, Ten. M-rch 1863 I w~s assi~ ed to 
duty as Assista t Commissary of Muster of the 14th Div. 
13th Army Corps, Brig. Gener~l E. A. Carr Com~andinr. I 
p; rticipated in the battle of .Port Gibson, .,'lil.Lrnolia Church, 
Champio Hills, Black river bridge~ d the ~ssQult upo 
Vicksburg foay 22.ud where I had one horse wounded ~nd a.aether 
killed under me. After f~ll of Vicksburg July 6, 1863-July 
26, 1863 I was o leave of absence on accou t of ill health-: 
0 y retur I was ordered to preform in add it Lo to my 
duties of mus t.e r L g officer those of A. A. G. of the Div. 
A mo th afterward the IJivisions of the 13th Corps having 
bee reorganized. I was assig ed to the 1st Div. Major 
General .. w.shbur Comm~ ding as Adjut.-.nt Commiso.iry of 
Muster. With this division I served throughout the 
c~mp~ig in th, Feche Country p~rticipated in the engage 
ment of Carxion Crow Ca yon the expedition to Texas at 
Mata~erda Isla d, I1dia ola until May 1864 when I was 
ordered to report to Major General John A. f•,cGle and , 
Cann ndi g 13th Army Corps at Grand Ecore Lou l aana I 
r .. portad for duty the day Ge ae r-a L Banks crossed to 
Atchaf~laya? and was assigned to duty as Aide-de-Camp to 
Brig. Gener~l Benton Comdg. 13th Corps. Jith hi~ l 
served until July, 1864 ,·--1he at my request I was relieved 
and ordered to join my Regime t. I reported for duty 
July 24, 1864 t Little Rock, Arkansas whe I was appo i.nt ed 
Regime tal ~t,uartermaster-September 23, 1864 I was again 
det~ched and assigned to duty as Chief Quartermaster of 
the c.valry Divisio of Army Corps. I served as such 
until March 1865 whe. the orga izat io w.i s dlscont Lnued , 
I the w s assigned to the Post Cav a Lr-y Brig. at Little 
Rock as ~u~rteruaster. One subsequently ~fter the troops 
co posing the Brig2de were sent to different park or 
must~red out, to duty as A. A. ~- M. Headquarters Dept. of 
Arkanss.s in add it io to my d ut ies as regimental "-iuarter 
master. In July, 1865 I w~s relieved of duty ~s A.A.~.M. 
and until the present day I h,ve served ~ith the Regiment. 
Decorsbe r 1863 1 was promoted 1st Lieute ian t October 16, 
1865. I received the appoi tment of Captain by brevet to 
rank as such from tarch 13, 1865fur g~lla t and meritorious 
services durjng the war.n 
(precedisg was enclosed i a letter to c. H. ~organ, Capt. 
4th Artillery, Bvt. Col. Dept of ·,vasbington from i1einhold 
Camp \I. S. 3rd Cavalry Little Hock Arkansas-April 20, 1866) 
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(Once agai in ref~re~ce to the above synopsis of his 
military history Mei hold states i• the pref.ace to the 
letter to Capt. C.H. Morga •.• "I conformity with 
your letter dat~d march 1866, I h~ve submitted a 
brief synopsis of my military history d ur-Lng the war.11) 

2. Extracts from H,co endatio s a:ed Ttibutes to i,lei hold 
B, J, Roberts - Lieutenant Colonel Commandi g 

"It is with great pleasure that I ~ention Lieutenant 
Charles "11elnhold who acting .-s my aid on the battlefield 
distinttu·shed himself by his coolness and bravery ad 
rt, dered me valuable assista ce ;." 
(Headquarters s. M. District New Mexico - Fort Craie; 
New ~exico, February 24, 1862) 

E, A, Carr - Brig. Ge eral Comma di•g - Headqu~rters 
14th Divisio. I ¥ield, kay 11, 1863. 

"To my staff too much praise cannot; be give • 'I'hey 
exposed theMselves freely goi g into the th·ckest of 
the fight whe ever it was ecessary ad displayed the 
greatest cool ess and good judgement (Carr then named 
a few of the staff) ••• and Ch~rles Meinhold, Assistant 
Com. of r.'usters A.A.D.C." 

£. A, Carr - Headqu .. rters 14th Divisiom Camp near 
Vicksburg, ~ississippi Jue 10, 1863. 

112 d Lt.eut eaant Char Le s ~ieinhoilid, 3rd ijavalr;y Asst. Com. 
of ~usters ad Acting A.D.C. showed great br~very in all 
the ba"ttles. fle had his horse killed under him at 
Vicksburg ad is entitled to great credit for his 
coura.ge and intellige ce. He is well worthy of promotion." 

3. Recomme datio for Meiahold to be commissio ed ~ Colonel 
sent from the l!'ield, l...iat.i.r;orda Island, 'l'exas to t he base 
Camp of the 3rd Cavalry Little Rock, Ark~ns.s - August 
22, 1865. 
"~e, the u dersig ed respectfully recomme d Lieutena t 
Char-Le s foeinhold 3rd c.v.-..lry Asst. Com. of itusters, 1st 
Division 13 A.G. as a proper p~rson to be invested with 
authority to raise a Regiment of Cav~lry in the St te of 
Texas. We have served with Lieut. Mei~hold during the 
Campaign of Vicksburg and 2s his position as aid-de-camp 
to Ge ae r'a L E. A.. C-.rr then c on.mand i.ng the Division brought 
him under our personal observatio in every bQttle ad 
e g~geme t,,- ~he Livision h-s participated i. we are 
thus enabled to bear witness to his br.very ad military 
experienre and che~rfully subscribe the followin~ remarks 
of Gener~l Carr, made in his official report ••• 'Lieut. 
Ch~rles ~einhold, 3rd U. s. Cavalry Camp Uustering Officer 
• d Actin~ A.D.C. show~d great bravery in all the battles. 
He had his horse killed under him ~t Vicksburg and is 
entitled to gre~t credit for hin cour.ge ~nd inLelligence. 
He is ~ell worthy of promotion. Lieut. Meinhold has 
served in the Regime t of kounted Riflemen (row U.S. 3rd CQv.) 
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from 1850- .861 as First Serg~ant ~ d Sergent hlajor 
while he was ~omrnissioned as First Lieutenant ad Adjutant 
of Co Lo ue 1 C. Carson's ~glmt'! t of ,,lounted .New ~1exican 
Volu teers and Qssigned to duty on the st~ff of Ge eral 
B. P.? Roberts Com .nding U.S. Forces i tne Souther 
District Dept. of tew Mexico as ffssista t Adjutant Ge. 
I that capasity he took part in the C~ p~ign against 
the rebel forces u der Sibley inv~ding New Mexico ~•d his 
~o duct i the battle of Valverde w~s such that General 
Robe rt s i. h l.s official report dated Fort C,raie; New 
Mexico February 25, 1862 says: 'It is with gre..2.t ffeleasure 
I mea t io Lieut. Cna r-Le s fi1ein.hold who a c t i p as my aide 
on the battle field disti guished hims~lf bravery ~nd 
coolness ad r nJered me v· luable assistaace.' In 1862 
he received~ co~"issio of lieuten~nt in the 3rd Regime t 
of Ca½ lry ~nd upo Gener~l Carr's application was ~ssig ed 
to duty as ~usLeri 6 Officer of the 14th (~ow the 1st) Div. 
13 A. C. ~,e r•~ ;::ip,~ctfully express our opinion th· t Lieut. 
Mei hold is ot only deserving of promotion but th~t bis 
military experience, p:;, st coaduc t , and well-k!'.'own zeal 
for the service fit him for the promotlon he seeks and 
we therefore respectfully and e~r estly recommend that 
he be authorized to enlist ~nd organize a Resiment of 
Cavalry of the loyal portio of the people of Tex~s 
willi e to t~ke up arms~ d th~t in proper time he be 
duly com issioned as Colonel." 
Signed: W.D. Be11s011, Bri~· Gen. Vo Lun t e er-a 

J·.FJ.G, Rau son , Hrle;. Gen. Vols. 
J. J. LAudram, Col. Co. 4 Div. 13 A.C. 
James Kei,;win, Co Lv Lvq , Lnd i.ana Vo Ls • 
. t<'itz Curry W.-.rre , Brig. Gen. 
Ch~rles Harris, Col. Commanding 2nd Brig. 1st Div. 
H. P. ',Iashburne, Col. 18th Lnd Lana Vols. 
George*• K. Bailey, Col. 99th Illinois Vols. 
L.H. Potter, Lieut. Col. Comd 33rti Inf~ntry (Ill.) 
~. H •• orgQ , Major ~nd A.A.G. 
JJavid II.nk, Col. 8th Indiilna. I:af;;l.ntry 

L. Malony, Major 1st Infantry 

4. Letter to Brig. Ge er~l J. Thomas from Capt. George w. 
rcow Land , 3rd Gav· lry He ad qua r-t e r-s Little Rock, 
Ark~ s.s - August 30, 1864 

"I have the honor herewith to report th~t I ha.ve ap.)ointed 
Charles I e Lnh o Ld R~gim~nt.il '=lu:Jrterm~ster subject to the 
approval of the Honor~ble_Secret~r3 of »ar to take from 
t he 29th of ,July 186'-l - 1,...,ell,t. Henry Sachs resigns." 
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5. ~tte,:r to Secr~tary of #ar Ji~ •. M. Harrtori? from Col. M.S. 
Howe U.S. 3rd Cav Little hock, Arkansas - August 28, 
1865. 

· -St:-tes tl12t a large number of' oft Lc e r s of the regular ~r1ny 
have received "13reve:bs" ad le.;rning that "my offic~rs 
have been ~entioned i high terms for their gwllentry o 
the bYttlefield on several occasions I would resp~ctfully 
call attention to the enclos~d p~pers in case of 1st 
Lieut. Charles fueiuhold Regimental ~u¥rterm· ster fully 
impressed that if it is ouly necess~ry to have the atten 
tion of the Gecretary called to his case and others of 
the Hee;iment to obtain for them such ::narks of distin@!tion 
as has been given to offic~rs in similar c~ses." · 

6. Oath of Offi9e - Appointed CapL~in by tlrevet 
Sworn and subscribed before M. S. Howe Col. 3rd CavaLr'y 
in Littl~ ~ock, Ark~nsas ··ovember 24, 1865 

Letter to r.:ajor General L. 'l'hom:as Wasbingto , D.c. from 
Meinhold, Little Rock, Ark~msas November 24, 1865. 

"I have the ho~or to accept ~ppointment of Captain by 
brevet. I am 39 WQB bor in Berli , Prussia and have 
bee in th':'! military service of the U.3. since 1851.11 

(1st Begim~mt ~ounted Rifleme1 ~nd 3rd U.S. Cavelry) 

7. Letter to Adjuta t General, iv.shinton, r.c. from Jfrank 
Ad~ms, hush tliver Jefferson County Ohio - Uarch 
28, 1866. 

Inquires whe t ne r ,."einhold is st ill in the a rmy d if' so 
what is his prftnent rank, station, and ~ddress. 

8. Letter to General L. Thomas Ad ju t ant; General ,fashinton 
from Mei .. hold Si-nt~ Fe, New i,;exico - .f.i;ebruary 
15, 186?. 

He .-cknowledges letter sent to hi.m J~nu.ry 22, 1867 
i:nformi is him t ha t his name wou l d be submitted by the 
President to the Sen~te for apoointme t of c~ptaim in 
the 38th Infantry ••• "I r~spectfully beg le!~Ve to decline 
the appoint me t. I h av e served 17 ye.rs in the Cavalry 
~nd in the s:ame Regiment and wish to remain in it.11 

9. Oath of Office - Appointed Cap t a Ln 3rd C .... va Lry 
Fort Craig, New Mexico - M~y 20, 1867 (~einhold - age 42) 
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10. Letter to 1st Lieutena t J.B. Johnson, Poat Adjuta t 
from Capt;. Ch.irles Meinhold 3rd Cav. com anding 
'.l:roop B Itort r .. c Phe r s ca , Ne br-a ska April 27, 1872. 

11Iu obedience to verb:.i.l orders of Brevet Lajor General 
J. J. lieynolds commanding Post I started 7 o'clock a .m. 
on the 25th i. stqut with 1st Li.eut enaab Law Bon 3rd Ca v , 
a nd '~ 5 en l · st ed l"1en of my c ompa ny , 47 in the · e;u.rel at e , 
to overt~ke ad punish~ marauding party of Indians who 
had stolen seven horses from pa r-t Le s at ;, c Phe r aon 1 
station on t he 24th Lns t anti , Dr. G. Vi. 'r owe r-s accompanied 
my comnend as medical officer. kr. Ailliam F. Cody was 
the guide aided by ~r. Ome~endev who volunteered his 
services. I arrived at ~bout 11 o'clock ~t Pawnee 
Springs ·nd from the t~ail of the Indirns to point 
towards the Loupe in a northwesterly direction entering 
the rough and aandy (la d) borderi e; the v~lley of the 
Pl tte. Having .-.lre ... dy been del.a.yed four hours in bring 
ing the wagon furnished to me to transport provisio s 
2 d equipage across the swampy bottom of ~e Platte I 
concluded to send tt back to the .Post. I issued 5 days 
rations to every one of the c omma d with i-,sti atio 
th,t they bad to last seve d~ys if necessary~ d 
une cumbered by a!'lything else I started on the trail 
at 3p .a. d fol.lowed it unti.l dark when I enc~mped with 
out graHs, wood, or water. Next ~orning I st~rted at 
4 o'clock a.m. following the trail until it brought me 
within 5-6 niles of the Loup. Being satiafied that the 
Indians must strike the Loup I left the trail and m~rched 
to the river tur ing into a more easterly direction 
thinking th~t it would ,e easier to appro,ch unperceiv~d 
the Indi~n c~mp by ~oving up the river than to follow 
the trail descending the bluffs where the Ir..idia s could 
have seen. Finding a little ~r~ss i an arroy~ near the 
Loup, I uns .. dd Le d , · Z let the horse graze for 2 hours as 
they had h2d h~rdly ~ny food since I left th~ ~ost, iR 
f~ct we ~11 stood i aeed of rest. l ar~ugd in this way: 
T.be Lnd i., ns were ~ · t he r still enc mped on the Loup 8 
miles above me, i which c.ise the loc~lity which Thad 
chosen for Q stoppi g place would secure me from observ2- 
t Loa or t111;y had crossed the loupe co trivinl, their f, ight 
i.n which case the 2 hours d e Lay ed would be of no moment, 
at le· st c anrpar-ed to tbe benefit I would deflJlfj fro rest 
ing a d feed inr.; the men. and horses about ha lf past 2pm I 
started. I det2ched ~ p~rty of 10 men under Sergeu t Joh 
H. Foley with ~r. Cody for~ guide to ~ove up on the south 
side of tbe river while I moved on the opposite side. I 
had marched Rbout 10 mlles whe I heard firing ~bout a mile 
off. I moved up at~ gallop« d .rrived in time to 
intercept 2 Indians who, o seeing us, fired. They were 
immediately shot down. Mr. Cody h~d guided Sergea t 
Foley's party with such skill that; he a pp r-oa che d the I11diB n 
camp within s0 yards before he w~s oticed. rhe Indians 
fired imm•di~tely upon Cody wud Foley. 0r. Cody killed 
1 india , two others ran toward the main co~mand and were 
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killed. as st ted ab ove , ·.Vbile this wa.s goint on, 1.ir. Cody 
discovered~ oarty of 6 mounted [ndians .nd 2 lead horseo 
ru i g at full speed at,. distance of ~bout 2 iles 
down. t hc river. I at once sent Lieut. L· ••,so11 with ,,.r. 
Cody and 15 me in pur-sn t t , ·;,e, in the ber;i~n:i.n...:: of the 
chase, .a l ne d a Li t t Le upo them so t hat th"!y we r e c o npe Tl.e d 
to ab n6on the 2 Le~d horses which were c~ptur~ct, but after 
runnin~ ~oro th~n 12 miles at full speed our jaded horses 
g~ve out~ d the lndi~ s made ~ood their eacrpe. After~•rds 
I ascertai ed t~at th s p~rty were out hunti g, had killed an 
elk a. d ~ere cubbing it up when they he~rd tbe firing; -nd 
c ompr-eh e i di it~ the s t t ua t t oa ~t once, fled. H d it not bee, 
for this u · fortunate a c c Lde at I would have .o c t en the wbole 
pa r t y and 11 the ctolen stock plus t h e ir o-vn , ri•o overtake 
these 6 Lid i-. s n.ourrt e d o a fr, sh n or-se s would have required 
a s t e a o y pursuit of 8 to 10 days dur-a t i on for wh Lc h I was 1ot 
prep· red. I t he r-e r o r-e r e c ur-aed tod ·;y to tb~ o o s t , 11he men 
of my comm~ d have all done their duty, but I be~ le~ve to 
mention esp~c·ally Jeg~ea t John~. Foley who in com~~nd of 
the detached party ch..irp._;ed into the Ind i· _n camp without kn ow i, g 
how may e emi~s he 14ii.:-ht encounter, 1st Serp~e.:.nt L"'roy l,. 
Volks who br vely closed i upon an India. while he was fired 
at several times a ad wounded him. J:.r. Cody's r-e pu t a t Lon 
for brav~ry and skill ~s a. gu i.o e i:3 so well e e c ab Li shed 
that I need not say anytbing else th,n but he .cced in his 
usual m~nn~r. ~r. 0 ohend~v is~ very ~ood tr~iler and a 
br2ve m~ , who knows the country well, ~nd I respectfully 
recomme· d his e erp Loyn. .nt as ... g;uide should the service of 
oa e in add Lb ion to .. r. Cody be .aeeded. ·rhe 2 capt.ur-ed r.or se s 
were ldent"fi.-,d by ,~ir. McCu1logh ano t he other b.v .. i.Lsor 
ad I restored them to their owners. }rom the s~ape of the 
moc ca s i n s , bows, a nd ~rrows f ouad in t h e Lad Ls a c amp ~2r. 
Cody is of the c p La l o t na t t he party we ce ,, La ne ( in. e- 
co jous?) concho □ioux, a bad which yiel& no obedience to 
~potted ~ail. I ... m not ~c~u~inted wit~ the peculqrities 
of the c Lf'f e r eneebz-an cb e s a nd tribes of Ind ions i 1 the ue pt , 
l ca ther .fore 11· ve no o p i.n Lon , The country I hav e m,H·ched 
over is so ~ell known th~t [ omit to furnish r ~~P ~t wll; 
events 1m uot a b l , to t r-ace the trail c o r re c t Ly , it t,)ok 
so many turns .1-nd w i.nd ir1g8 • lilOn~3t the s~mJ l.Lills thalt l t 
completely bewildered me." Tot.il dist.nee ;r·"rc•1f;d dLirin,, the 
3 days scout 140 mil~s." 

Si:-:n~d C·ipt. Cb-rl,~s .einhold 
Endorsed by J. J. Heynoldc 

(Letter h~cord Office, Indiin Afi.irs, Roll 127 Cheyenee 
River Agency, 1871-'72 N· tional f1rchives t,,icrofilm Pub. 
Doc. l lL1;>8) 



-7- 
Cap t , Chiirles ,:.einhold 
Personal file - NA 

11. Letter - to A. A.G. Dept. of P'l a t t e Oms ha , Nobr_~s·k-i. 
fro Mein.hold Cami, Sherida Nebraska 
tieptember 18, 1~74. 

"Re s oe c t f'u Ll.y ~ ak p e r-m i s s i o: f'or Le av e of ·:-bscnce of 1 
month be ,,r;;.i-ited me on a cc ou t of ill be.1th. Bnciosed 
is c~rtiflcation of Doctor S. A.? Bremer tb~ atte~dlng 
physlci· n of tbe commknd. I h~ve been in bad h~ 1th 
for so~e tire past but since my r~turn from esc0rt duty 
with Tndt~n Commissioners I am sufieri1g so much fron 
r-houmo t Lc P' i s th'it I am u .. b Le to do duty. I am 
co vinc~d i 1Rt ch~Mge of climate and livi g quietly 
in n r-ne r and more c omf or t s b Le qu:arters than y tent 
now :.i.ffords will soon restore me t o he· 1th. 2nd 
Lieut. J.-·:1es E • ..Jilllpsor1 is on duty with my c c.npany ;." 

(EncJoa.d fro 5. A. Br~r er A. A. Sur~eo - Jept. 19, 1874) 

"Cap t , Charles tf.einhold 3rd Regiment C .. valry hav i fl' applied 
for ce r-t Lf Lc at e on wh$.ch to bovern -. l<' ... ve of absence, 
I do her~by certify that I have c@refully ex·~i ed this 
offic~r and fi d th~t he is suff~ri ~ from ~rticular 
rheu~ tisrn brought on by exposure in the lie of his 
duty and that i co~sequence thereof he is in my opiaion 
u fit for duty aad th~t he will mot be able to resume 
hts duties for a less period than 2 months. I recomme d 
a ch~nge of climate and qu~rters Nher~ he ca be better 
protected a a ? for in my opi~ion ~ cure can not 
be expected i n i s present qua z-b e r-s ;." 
(~ei hold obt~ined a speci~l order gr~nting him le~ve 
for 1 mo th ctober 2,-1874) 

12. LetLer to A. A. Gen~ral Dept. Platte UmahQ ~ebraGka 
from .eintold in camp near Custer City 
October 15, 1876. 

·'. \einbolct · oo l · es 1· or 1 e ave of ., b s e nc e on ac c cuf of ill 
health b~sed o enclosed c~rtific~t; from ~r. 
de Gil 1 icuddy A. A. 8. the rae d i c a I of 1 icer .at t e md Lng the 
3rd Cav a Lr-y , 
(V. 'l'. £1icG-illicuddy A. I\. .Surgeon - October 13, l'i76) 
Stat~s t ha t , .e Lnho Ld is and ha s b e e affected for the 
na sc four ..,o ths with b emor-r-no i.d s a nd ch r-on Lc <) Lar r-hea 
and is also lit oresent affec1;ed wi.th muscul~r rheumatis 
0£·~ iore r~ce i aate. The reaalt of exposure aid th·t 
in co sequ,m.ce thereof he is unfit for duty 2 months or 
more. (d,terl at camp. ear Custer City - Black Hills) 

Special Order~ - Dept. of Pl~tte 
Leave of absence 1 mo th by comm· 
Crook 

October 27, 1876 
d of Brig. General 
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13. Letter to Adjutant Gene ra I W-.shington, D.C. through 
Headquarters Dept. of Platte fron ~einhold, 
North Platte Nebraska December. 5, 18?6. 

"Apply for permission to go beyond the limits of this 
Dept. le.;,ve of absence upon Surgeon's certific--.te of 
disability grQnted me for 1 month Special Orders 
dated October 27, 1876 of which leave I availed 
yself Novemb~r 13, 1876. My health has not improved 

since I am suffering from rheumatic pains, chronic 
di ·rr ea and a very distressing bronchial caba - . · 
co tracted during the Big Horn ~nd Yellowstone 
E.'xpedition with which I served from the day of its 
orga izatioh u til it was dissolved October 30, 1876. 
Encloses certificate from A. L. Flint A. A. s. U.S. 
Army. I look to a mild~r climate and the use of some 
medicinal springs, Hot Springs Ark.-nsas for instance 
for r~storat;ion. to he:..lth.11 

(Enc Lo aed A. L. Fliu.t Report December 5, 1876) 
11 
••• now on sick leave and suffering from the.· effects of 

chronic rheumatism and diarrhea QS well as from bron 
chiai catarrh is i such a debilitated condition th~t ~ 
change :from this Le p t , to the Hot Spri11~s of s r-kaasas or 
so~e similar re5ion is recipary? to saving his life or 
prevent p e.rmant disability. 11 

Certificate - Absence on Account of Sickness (4 months) 
" ••• go at once to Hot Springs authority given by Lieut. 
General Comma ding Div. of the Missouri" 

14. Letters from ~·,:einhold to Dept. of the :Platte 
Febru~ry 1, 1877 & March 1, 1877 
State th~t he is still in Hot Springs, Arkansas and is 
unable to le~ve without end~ngering his life and asks 
for 3 more months le~ve of ~bsence, no medical officer 
pr-e ae-n t but ri:einhold fills out medical cert if Lcs t e , 

June 1, 1877 - July 1, HW7, July 31, 1877 
Asks for 2 more months to remain at Clifton Sprigs 

15. Tele1c,.1ram to ~;ecretary U.S. Army Nashin~ton, D.C. from 
Henry :B'oster Clifton Sprine;s, New York 
December 14, 1877■ ... .,, 

"Captai Ch~rles Meinhold of the 3rd Cavalry fort laramie 
is dead. What shall we do with the corpse? A swer 
immediately. u 
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13. Clifto Springs Sanit.rium, Clifton Sprine;s, New York 
Letter to Brig. General E. D. Townsend from Henry 

Foster ~.D., proprietor of ssnit~rium. December 17, 1877 
.i--~eports t ha t Cap t , Charles Me inhold 3rc, Ca vaLr'y died at 
th~ sanitarium December 14, 1877 and w~s buried December 
15, cruse of death abscess of liver which broke into 
pleural cavity. 0ays th~t Capt. ~einhold wished to make 
a will leaving his money and some town lots in the west 
ad all that he had to go tow~rd endowinG a bed in the 
institution for ?(sickl officers but the execution of 
the will was put off from time to time and not made. 
Foster asks how much is due Capt. ~einhold and whether 
it o aa be app l Led as he desired. "Ca p t , ,;;,einhold came 
to the institution early last spring suff~ring from 
co gestio of liver and chronic~arrhea. After a l~f5e 
of a few mo ths he was by all appearances restored to 
health &nd returned to his regime t and remained in 
good health up to the 14th of October when he took 
cold which received all his former trouble in an 
aggr~v~ted form. He came to see us ~bout the 1 t of 
November suffering from chronic di~rrhe., abscess of 
liver, and pneumonia of the right luug. After QB 
examin~tio of the c~se our pronosis of course was 
unf~vorable ~nd ~s we do not admit incurables we 
thou~ht it b~st to h~ve him sent to some itstitution 
where he could be take care of. He, F)owever, requested 
that the rule be waved so that he could remai. ~e 
concluded after consult«tio to adrnit hi and do all we 
could to make him comfortable ad if possible restore 
him to health. At times we had hope of his r~covery. 
24 hours b~fore his de~th there were evidences of poison, 
coma set in, and aeath was the result. The post mortem 
ex~mi ~tion verified all the above f2cts. Several weeks 
before his death be sent for his at t e ad Lng phy s i.c La (Dr. 
Gault) to whom he was very much attached and renuested 
him to see th~t the followin~ be 1aithfully ~arried out. 
11 .B irst, he s t a t e d t ha t he had I ct -1 s Ln-.Le relative i 
this country and he a id not k ow t ha t he had any relatives 
in the wor-Jd , He stated that he had left a sister i 
Rus e i.a but he did not know t ha t she was livin .. - ~s he 
had not h ea r d froM her for dO ;ye;,..rs. At any rate he 
said that was no m~tter QS he had no one who h~d any 
claims on him. He said he bad~ little money and some 
town lots i the wes~ where he did ot state, he wished 
to give this moaey and all he ahd to this institution. 
Dr. Gau l t told him that I would not ace e p t the !"ift unless 
it wasviven for a specific purpose. Dr. G~ult stated the 
f~cts to ~e and I told him I could not ~c~~pt anythi1g 
frofil him aa a perso al gift but if he wish d he could 
give it in thls ~ay: that the money should go toward 
endowing a bed in the i~titution for sick ad 
offict'!rs in the U.S. Arm,v. 'I'he bed to be c-1lled the 
Le Lnb o Ld bed". 'I'h Ls c cnv e r s a t Lo was sfqfed to Capt. 
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Meinbold and the idea suited hi~ exactly. He furt~er stated 
that he wished to make a will covering the above co ditions. 
The execution of tris will was put off from time to ti~e as 
we had hopes of s eing him on his f~et ~gain; at le~st we did 
not expect his de~th so soon. Now wh~t we wish to know is 
how much 1s c om t I?, to h i.m from the government and wrether 
this can be applied as C~pt. ~ei hold desired. If it ca not 
of course those dir~ctly interested must see to the settlin~ 
of the efferts of this officer. Ple~se ~dvise me as to what 
course to pursue. I h~ve in my possessio v~rious p~pers 
belon~ing to the dece sed and also se d you statement of 
mo ey d~posited, esch item of clothing, also expenses Nhile 
he was hPre etc. General C~sey whom you know will add a 
note. Ple~se .dvise us as to wh~t course to pursue in lhe 
matter." 

"I ~m ot loc-.ted '! .t the s • n i t ar-Lu kept by .e'o e t e r- a d from 
my k owlectge of him hQve no hesit.ticn in s-yl ~ that the 
utmost confidence ca be pl.ced in his st.tements." 

: s,·1/.)~ ., oJ ()asey 
13r lg. Gen , 

14. Hea dqua r-t e r a 'l'h i r-d Oa va Lr-y Fort Laramie, Wyor11i g Terr. 
Janu.-.ry 1, 1878. 
Gerie r-a I 1 'rders no. 1 
~ith profound regret the Colonel comn~ndin~ nounces to 
the reR i!I.-. t t hf'! d ea t h of Ca pt. Cha rle s , ,e i hold. Capt. 
leinhold enl"sted in the regiment ~-Y 5th, 1~51 and has 
served coati uously with it through the sever··l grades 
until nrost~ated by disease the result of lo~ and ~r 
arduous service and which f Laa I 1y termit1· ted in his 
death at Clifton Springs on the 14th inst~nb. He 
participated in th~ battles of the rebellion end t~ld 
staff a p.io t nt een t s of importance, r-e c e i.v i.ng 2 brevets 
for g .llent ~nd meritorious service in action. As a 
tribute of r~spect to bis memory the off Leers of this 
regim~ twill wear the usuQl b-use of mourning of the 
~rro and sabre hilt for 30 days ~fter the receipt of 
this order at the Post where they m~y be servin~. 

Dy Order of Colonel .Devin 
J.B. -Ion n aon 1st Lieut. 
jrd C.;,v .. lry 


