
BBl\4-bbk

at kob 1946

8$adrt lrrd,ng For0t
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Orillror
Ln tb. nrob 16 lrlrn of, tb 6rturtlrt lrGnnc Pott

tbcr ryFs.dr e DtBr 26r ta rtlclr drled.bfng thr r$dw of tbr
ffth lafrgtrt &trlrlo tutr bqr clttl tf yr Stntry !rsl.

&r caarctis rtth tldf rrttob I tsf thrt I hr r
dutl to prt*r * r itltiF thrt t! rct elt {lLrlrrtrftl tc rr ls$r-rllt, but or tErt I crr tb firfrg rnd &rd of !f otri ntaA -
th. l34th laf,lstry - rd tb ,tth Ilf.Ettt trlttllon

lb!,r rttotrr out*lsr ncrL hlt tftlhr nd drrt$;
rrat of tlstr *loh I l d cnrtrrlnd to rf,ln to gp whdllogrd.
Ior la*r*orr oE InBt t6, tb rlrtbr 6etrr tfiru trltt@tih lt an r
Xrttonrl Ourr{ oltflt rltb lo prvt.mr ol$rt trycfuna$r d 8]rr €a
to rtrte tbt tbrt ;Fr ni&ral to rttr* d,th tL trt rad 4tb tfn$ffDivlrlol, br dcr aS rrr ftt to bil tlrt tb. /5th f,tEr.lry &[vt*ont
rlto, brd p prrtorr odrt qrlmc. lbol oa FEI 16, t'b llrtbal
rt$ir tbrt rtG thc Dtytrfm (fEtl) nr fqftlEbd on t&rr*7 tt
I9*1, r r0rn of co$trrr lrtt th blter; trtfreo coryefm rad
publtt ntllllt'lrr ol trLtlnrr to trb thtr d,rrtenlf ' lblr
rtrbcd, rr rrll rr thr !.rt of tAr pmgrr*tr &frr r drytrmSlr
1r* of, lrnrlregr of, ts?. lrotu of tb pcrrmt ltetur of tbr httsnd
Oosd ts tb. crrl! rllits? srgrnfrrtfea cf, ttr nttou" lb 29th
ItrfJ$rt Dlvld.oa, of rhtcilr tbr lrt|e7 rrdGr mftloili mf I
Frtr hrr b.m rstf"rft r pnrt of tb &tmd, hr{ oupust ct tb
d.lltel rtrbil,lffi ef t[r &nid $trto dnfi th. firlt ftrli Ir"
f B'rrt ry ef tL retr offlosl of rlr of tb Flttntr relrd, la
od.0 rltb tb. tgtb D.tlrlm ln ?b ttr$ t!ryld kr ail wdfmrd
.gt$rfy dtb tbrr rlelrmr tbc$od tb Ec{sd b.tilE tb. tD
Elr tb lnf*m tbrt trlii,r nr l rrtrrt of lmrr Stilorr gol[
to drty for tb flfrt tlr oa tb outbr& of arl 1r to br rgrrttrdt
rnd Tlll, nrt ccirtnly, br rlrdrrl by neorr flnr et0losl of tbr
Irtloqrl {lurrtl tb csctrlbf,id rufr of t}rtr |Est ttr lrt halal
tb Fofrnilon of rr &!,ry tb ltrtcL& lrbnm Flo

?h. brlf tlTtb *leh I drrtr to pct't'sdr}1r pote*,
1r osntd.md tra tb. ruft&rtr rtrtam? nlrtlrr to tihr cryfirr ol St. Ic.
0n nfr *t b ttro rtrtont tbt rt}u !9th a.ftsri St. trep pntr.lfry tb
ant tbrt 1p!.llrd t$r ltt Fd H &d,or l6rct! llrsod' lltop 
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l,t tbr rtrtra0 rg; (Cortr) orfrnfnd r nyln8 trrh firor of 60O rut
rn l 1? trblohr, d osnlocrdrd tb. erebr rho rtpr org.stl'st- a llalfi*
t"nf ttt16hr try f,g.ftnf dstr tt4 *ln mrd l,Hto tb tmr. tbil trolr
sr thm.- il tlr [t,rkt of {n:Ly lJl-l,{r $t ft&ib fnn*rf nffmri
d[ratl ol tbr U,tth E*tS of th 29th Bl"tdoa Sor tbtr porltlonrt
*grct;1atrl1r {f00 ,nst{1-!6ry!h of thr Gltp of St. tro. t}l.1 nrgt;E$ b1;!p
ptinr to thrir nltlf, mstrd rt lrrt tno rUrrrtr rGtr& r;rlart tb
O6'r.n pelitu to Uifr llontl*nitk of rttd br.l blm msmrfbl. &
tb r.6fnc ef &l|r lttb, l0 0i1t, tb U$h Innntuy lm€bd rn ettrd
grtnrt ntr, Ul, raa t* br.:! grimA dlmotlr;o'rih gf,-sB'-Fl-r4 tr
mon urd dilrnori rud oFtG-{ ft'u rg - hld rdrrnor{ !r alrBfrll r
totef oJ 1900 nrt,r.rlfr e[ mf l?th, rt Ol90r tbr rt'tr* rrr rrrur{
frloh, tr afrmfrff, ft tbr fudrit i.s pt.rrrsLsa Et r11 tlr hl*_lrffid
d$.al$ to [nr ;qri,h- of $b. It; rnil o€ryi,ltql dodnrtre Bt. trc. tb.
anfrht oi .luty l?-Ulr r3i thr a*alne of &If Sl tE A.f|rffib -hrd. 

prtrolr
la-thr 01tl i! Ct. iior sd lt rru Mmr thrt' tbr Omm hri r!.thdrm
tr6 tb. Oity ltrrLfr-dur to ro tHnrtlan of t'b omilnf t*r|ln.
ia djd rrst ciopry tti Olty af, Btr b brcanr, $ U,16ttn13foa. dnr to Ltr
bdtrE dtutrl -lorrtrrt rr la I t*l€ffi, [t nuld grt tr ;p6th th.
crnrftfrt ncgrr.lf fc ltr oconp.ng. frtrttur roilrtin M'aS ttll
nmf$g of &ly l$tl, I rcsrlpl - od.f 9'6 $r IIt Cq.pg' ud6. itrn
rr rcl tfn dprrtfifp lnfordng rr nrbr0rs|illt rr foLlmr- tlbrt th
Anrgfag 0mirrX III-hPr ftd.ruf th. ftrnrL ooqrttroa of 8t. trs
tJ b. t ai tf thr f6h Dtridon bromn of tbtr fl,n ortblt rccrdr ld
tb f1gt thrl thrt lrA *nara on tbr tcrdr ritb St* Ig rl th.tr lrlrst
obJrst{,rrrp" X !Ld!:y m;rntd to.tH.r, rnd, comm{ rttb ry om treopl
tli nnosctrlon sf r1? irh!.clm rd 600 aiil lbo rurlcri q. 0fW tbftSb
our i,ln* lnto Srtr tro rtshst$ cpDedttcn. 0o ilblt 19r rfbc tH'r
iteUrnt qlart!.oue rg Rrglrnfi toof ora t&r {rforr of t&r 0ft1 of
6t: Ipr ria m sir irmrorfnrtrl'y 2rQt ryfdt to te! $Sr-9" rix&
d.nlei r nrLnril nifff n $ti*iil folt'U - oE! oi tb OtW of Et. Io -
rt itm o* ,t!t ft; ftt Rrgtrt$ nlf,srd tn tho 8t. L tofltan 0t{"
ntiie, 9*9 nfo1ded ud l4? iA.r*nsl r'tqtrl ot trl$ et rll rrff out
of r totrl rt8$rgtb of, tr00o.

t n rtltl,rLy filJtrr ;ttb thr frot tblt yrw llln tn
DnbUrbfnS thrn dt"ldmrL td,Jt'grtrr tr r drriln to do hrhml to ror
irrrt f13[fif4 ou0f{tr. the ya Sr5'lb tht tgth &tfrutil:1r Dirlrtoe
11 r rftgFtlnf rutfltr yeu at Gff.ft colrcgtr

I brvr trlhd rbfit thlt rtrrb rl.1 tb Clastf tnr ef
nrublfdtr rtth o*f.o*.r ot tb lgtb Dlvld,on brfcle r$ I_qnd th:t
ibry 6.t-wh.Dry $oot tilrr nliMr rbith brvr bcn ultde lSstlyr-
thr frutrt of nh dt$o1't;d t$tlt ln&rr0f.m fi orurnd Vy wr r;t(c
oftlol'i $tryflfag tu frttm tlrrudv;r r[ th. trou3h 3f pblfottyt
f,blr pm0lor ir vlme r!.th oant!ryt' bgr rff .trgdrrr -htlonrl ftrsd rilf
n itle Offii*r rto brrr th. rrlfrp ot tft oondr rt lrrltr rnd 

-tfrt frstc lr tb frrytlrU rcblvr f,qlrfflrry n te rr& tbst tlr lroctl
n d3'ig:l.d Ed bflj9riotl-16€qlrq Ao pcr*r;A. tr u laolortu;3
.rcufrr sf ottlstrl doerrr.slr ta n$ittrgtl$. tb ltrtmrtl (pfitriild
{b-aur lrtte.

.OF



I do n* {dtlr thrt pu Dubffih tH,r m:l;cadmnrf r r$[nf thbr d M'rhlnf trb nrmr*y poof to Fo, xiilt
la tb Ard!. thrt tu th l$sr yu rllll, trl ro€ryUnj fifdm lFcr
lrrrllr rnd lrrrpmllhfr nttrrl brr thr rtrtnutr of tlr0 sbt d
fer uanrry brlcr thry ffi Dnblf.rhriL

I TF.dS., Gtbllt t€or frf$m fu tHl nrttc rnlI n ncr yru rltl roorpl till lrttc ln tb rpilrtt ln #,* it Ir trF
trrldtde

ttab..

gfanttd.y trurt,

mnlB t. [fsoffip
tJor 0ce1,

Ohlrfs lG.lonl ObEd Fullne

a
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Maroh 29, 1.946

MaJor General ButLer B. Miiltonberger
Chief, National 0uard Bureau
War Department
Washington 25, D.C.

Doar GenoraL Miltonberger:

thank you for your letter of the twenty-eighth. 1ye aoccpt it iu tho splritln which it was written and wc are grateful to you for lt. Whenever anybody
takes the trouble to tell us what he llkes or does aot like about matoriel -

in the post, or to correct what he considers inaccurato information, hc
does us a gervicc and peys us & compliment.

I do not want to dcvote this letter to advertising nry ora professionaL pro-
ficienoy, but I ougbt to offer some authority for saying what I intsnd io
saJfr r was both a Lioutonant ooLoneL in public relatione, at general
Eiscnhowerts heedguartors and in Washlngton, and also Latcr a war corrcs-
pondent in this war. I am in hearty agrecment wlth you about the trgrab all
the gloryrr businogg. I woul.d not agree wlth you altogether about writtng off
oorrcspondonts as oarelees in general, unless I couLd be shouyl spoclfio -vi-
denoe that they xrcrc oarelcss in specific oase6. ID thls case, while f an
not qualified to judge, it would appear that you are right about some of
Stanley Frankts lnaccuracies, but f am not at alL sure that the inacouracieg
ere Frankts faul-t. Thls is because, both in the field and here in the off;[ce,
I havc tried in evcry way possible to get accurate infornation, but have
failed repeatedly simply because the source of that informatioa, sometimes
the senior officcrs you mentlon, just didntt provide aocurate information.
We submit articlos on divisions to tho illar Departrnont for ai.L the checking
we can get, but you and I both hros that official sources for policy reasons,
out of considcration for our aLlies, etc., etc., just do not always disgorge
the real faots.

I could cite a half dozen cases in which official half truths or omissioag
or poLicy evasions have oonstltutEd definite nisstatements of faot. Butto do so would scarcely serve aay constructive purpose just now.

I have sent your lettcr to Mr. Frank without any commont exccpt that hc
send me a copy of hls reply to you. your Letter wil1, of course, be kept
confidentlal and I want to repeat I am gfateful for it. As in the past,
We shall continue to try to evold iaaccuracy, but I loaow very well wc shall.
not succecd LO&f, for the roasons I h&v6 suggested.

Sinc€rely,

tr{S:fnr Martin 5



STAN LEY FRAN K

II50 FIFTH AVBNU€

NEW YORK 24, N. Y.

Arrll I, Lgb6.

L{aj. Gen. Butler B. ir'liltonberger
Chlef, National Guard Bureau
ltJar DeBartnient
l'/asirington 25, D. C .

ftiy d.oar General:

Th
asl(ed rs.e to rePl.Y
recont article on

ditore of the $AIURDA:f IVENING POST have
your letter of ll.'iarch 28th regard.lng ny

e 29t]n Divislon.
ee
to
th

Please believe that it vras not my, or the
P0STIs, intention to cletract frout the slgnificl{tl 91d val--
iant a6hlovements of the 131+th Reglment, tire 35th Divislon
orr for that nratter, any outfit in the A::ny. TF" exigenoios
of 'space rqanifestly'nakb lt impossible to nen'{;ion spgcific-
ally'all the unlts- that participated ln. one battle of one
carnpaign. Ttre puI?ose of-focusing attention on the 29th was
not- to repreeent lt els the dlvision that I'ron the wa.r or even
the Battlb of i,Torrrrandyr bu-t to present.lt B-s one of many typ-
ical O.iv:.sions that pbifonned. a-tough Job wel-}- and' to glve
tite general publlc a*ehare-cterlstlc frame of a broad pietu-re
into-whlch any dlvislon could well fit.

Your criticj.sm of the facts as I presented. them
cannot be countbredo of course, r^rith a €5eTera.l_staterrent. In
several releases, the war Depaitraent sleeificall{-crerlits the
igth-Di"isfoii tviitr the capture of St" Lo. T[e offlcla] book-
iet on-tne ?gt1o" ln the lrVar Department seriesf 

'a's 
on Sage 3:

ttTask 3orce C ctiar.eed into St. Lo trq1y L8, seizing-the city by
t iehtr*11 after ruEged"-house-tp-house fightlng: P"ie. Gen.
i{or:rtan D. Cota, taS[ force comnrander, v'fas T//otlncled ln the
action. r?

T vlas at l-st Arnry headquarters on tire night o{
July 18 v,rhen General BradLey himsgllr_I believer .3n1gunced. the
fafi of iJt. Lo ancl cred.ited- the 29th Division r"'ith its Sap'bure.
fn"-foi}ounin[ n]ornlng, e. l,tleclnesri.ayr-I trled to entor 5t. Lo
vrith lt, lhc[er lrvfn, PRo of the 29th, and Tras forced. to
turn back on ine outsfrlrts by lntense artillery fil'e. I d'o

"oi--,fu"*t-io" 
for a.n inst,ant ttrat the l3lFth Regimont- vias in

trre dity at that tjme, but I qld se?r at 29th Div' h.eadquar-
ters, tire locer.tion of'o1e of its ulits, a company, narked on
the irap. If I rsrenber correctlyr- lt wgts in a mausolei:nt j'n a

;*"{;;t i"*ra*-the clty, I alsb'have ln ny pg?sesslon a l-et-
t#-iil* ttiaj. 

-g"o. 
Chari.es H. Corlett n coruiraird-ing the KX

Coms. to tti.j. Gen. Gerhard.t, of the 29tJn, vrhich opels: rtftto
captuie of [ji. l,o clin:.axes air operation vrhich began 6 June



9raru uEv FRAN K
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l-9l+l+ on the Normandy beachhea.d, and carried the 29th InfantrXrDivision deep into enemy territorTt? etc. The letter l.ras O.atbd,
19 July L9lvb.

Apart from official docunonts and Gen. Cotats
Task tr'orce -- t','irlchr Fossibly, r?as more drarnatlc tiran effeo-tive -- r lrnorv fror,l personal 6ape.rience that the lst and zd..Battalions of the 116tir Regir,rent, then conrnanded by l.,laj. sid-
ney Bingharo and I'iaj. Tom Hor,vie, jwrrpecl off on the itt,a6tc on$t. Lo JuLy 11., L9Llvt e.nd. r'rere in aCtion contlnuously untilthe_nigi:t of July 17. Offtcers,of the 116th, v,:i-th v,ihom I spokein Baltl:r.ore before vrriting the a::ticle, cliinred that the
pressure these tlvo battallons exorted, on the Gerr:rans mad.e thehpositlon in $t. Lo untenable. They are ptroud of thelr regl-rlg+t, a.s proud, as you aro of the 134thr and lt ls entlrelyfittlng tltat botir regj-nents should feel their contributloirsto ttre vlctory at S!. -_Lo vrere outstandlng. trfhlch they were, of
cours€o such Bn attitude makes for first-rate moraLe ln ttr6
Anny, but lt is pretty rough at tlmes on & wrlter trylng to
d.o a thoroughly impartial and. obJective job.

I feel that I ca.nnot let your charges of caro-
lessness and. irresponsibility against me 610 unchallenged. r
vrorlced, hard on the artlcle; f checked ray info:mation v.rith off-lctnl li"Iar Departanent statenients. As an unblased observer, it
vrould. seem to rne that there r^tas no great miscarriage of just-
ice in accred,lting the 29th -- as the "iTar Departrnent doeiwith the fort*al capture of st. T,o. The zgt}r Divislon fought,
longer, end. suffered rnore casuaLtles, at St. Lo than any otherunit in the lst Aruy"

Itm afraid. you ntislnterpreted rny purpose tn
mentioning the clvlllan baclegrounds of the ldational Suard off-
icers ln the 291ln.. I rvanted to shov,r, a.s you believe so firrnlyn
tlrat the it{ational Guard v/as a vital and vigorous organi.zation
ln the nationts milltary progroltr

I have not received, any letters of resentnent
on this score, such as you exBress, from these offlcers. The
29Ah Divlsion Association ln Hiashington did ex-press, hoivever,
lts appreciation of the artlcle.

Slnc erely,

SL^D-



, rprlt 19{6.

tr. stmby ht*'
ttrtO - n$tb ltll.p
ilr tol* 281 f,r l.
I)alr Ir. tlrubr

f u wa7 ryfocnrtltr of to{r fdpt Fm:f to
!y lettc to tb ldtsrr st thr Setru{ry Effmi.nS Fo*r 'edto*n-
Lag 4f afrl3frar* dtb an s*lsll @fftltod bf tbtr r'd
Eltt,on t5r your

&r your rrn{y you t pat sctrtn rtrtmle of, m
hfrtclorl ntwl nn rhlott I dolrnt'Iy dl.rgrrrr f rn strla
tbet ym br"r beut Gltrcly krt tUlm$ol* h$ tht yw
1$f6!rtfsn hrr b.G sbtrlnd fm otllodrtr reortr rnd no*dr
*toh ruc hl,gbly oolccd tf orbrfn pulttdff-rarHne Ld:LvldnrLl.

Irr Depctrurt rrordr, rt tou bilr sr bued oartfbo eotloa npctrr oi t*rr Eitt xrmaltrd rnd tb.tc rrfbc
rottm rrportdl rctlme, do ut rcfbs.t .Etfroly tha tnilc
rtetr of rfifdrr.

I frl nr thrt t&ur tr m tolst grtild tn
contl$ulng a outroruqf of, tblr ntucp ht I brd 1lrry dase nrdr
Bp ry dnd tttrt rpoa st;y ocorton rctlgil dmc{H,aS tbt St. trp
brtt'lr, rldd .lld not rrfloct tb. tau pl,oturcr wld noolrr r
dtdtlfrrgr tlm nn Ir of oolgtor rrfrdn tlil Inbl.l.afyt* s {rbe nudfre of 0as*1 Cotrr pr ruld I p&l'ldly oil.nt
on tbr daprafng rpce0aclo of pcLtod,ag thc boqf ry t!* tbc brttJ.e
ftdld, Sllfino0n bcfng thrt of r brttIltm mmdmr ln onlVLne
lt ln to Flra sn r &tn& tc pubfidtil p$rpotetr f aq rurr
yeu om nreltlo lbr df4urtorl rrt of ui err rrltb thS mtt of
Fbllclty.

I cpcot tbrt you ent, rbor mrl thlf tb rt81-
ur$ef, omrndc of t'br ff6tlr Inf,mtry lrr rcLLovsd fiin hlt
omd, rft r tht b8bt1t of $t. Ior pcanrbly f,or unrrttafictory
pcf,orninr. f n nrro thi you, b.{4 € tbr g!fldr rrl dlo
srnr tbet p rq'r tryorefy rtte&cd to tbc Flrtt ltry rd

-1-



IIr O€ilm' for tlrtt rcfitm mi, thlrfonr il.nTr |tu tb rs'|f
Amtlicrtl.Eo of *e*ll,Ol.ri. blrr*r lt 1" h.r{ te tlrrlrn
tht-*1;il5rs, atrlm-rnleCAl,ol,ef rc6otpittsr n rrflrr{ ftr
t'hr crytur sf thr Alff t3 !t. I3.

ffrrlffr I nct ts rrlrr 1nu r3ttnl-b' Fultt-tbri'
I grocil.rtr y.t*iiry ooe-E*lrl rlrm'"14-:r $-t *trr+rtr
lfhgtr tn*, ya6' ct1ctr rr bg6 m offlclrl rromlr re
srarutre t6 $eu ttrd, ttr, thrt ycu Gr. rilllsrtv_hmtb g ryr
ryartlsg of, 

-trhrr siffdLlf rroatdlr tt ficl r tr c 69qry -!'E
{rh ocdror3'ry-lr cr,cnrra, lul I b.liltl r }3!'f rooryrrg*-
ry Dufiroro Lu irg1ug lttri*l,wr ts tu .t16n53t rlt1 tu€b tr

dlryludr
f ffild G$Qfr v*Y m$r trl'lCng

rtnF sno to ilrffi.rtm' x 5 fui !. lDul(r
oett*nlrl ld ddtililtllL ffirclrflffiil

rith pn tbtlil Pnt
bmr r relt fib,-

tlt& Iirdtt0 Prrmal rArdal tr n

gl,ffiIy tmr.t

8EIItrR & lttilloffi0ln
EJor Ormcre

Cblrlr lrttmrt ftr$e hrnr

a
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