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ot 23 WA,

Camp Eliiott, California, was home and training areas
for the Zecond Resgiment of the Sscond Marine Division prioe
to and during its formation.  Physical conditioning and
comat training, as well as joading and landing operations
trom shigboard in and around the Ban Disgo area, wers

conducted during the spring and sarly summer of 1242, The

Tett San Disgo aboard the ftrans

spending the Fourth of July at sea, and

wWErE accompanisd by the re of the reginent aboard the

5 o,

ident Adams ., Fresident

These transports becams known to the

them as "The Unboly Four.® We wers fusled at ssa near the

2

Christmas [slands as we crosssd and recrossed the eguator.

The orew and "O01d Salts" who had coros

initiated most of wus "Folliwogs? into "Shellbacks."

n

top was made in the Friendly Islands at Tongs whersa
wi rods oul a tropical storm in a sheltered harbor.  BEven
50, Ghe Hayes was Diown backward with its anchor oubt, and it
nad to run the motors to avold being grounded. He weaprs
given a faw howrs ashore to become accustomsd to land again

which twned out to be the lTast Tand under our feet wuntil

our lTanding on Tulagi.

A practice landina in the Fijis was called off as we

=

headed for the bsach in the lTanding boats because the surf
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wWas too higho. A osimilar sxwperisnce by the First Marine

Divimion in the saung aresa was retold in the Guadacanal

Campaian Veterans’ publication Echeoes in the March-April,
1290, issue with about the same results.

A ostory by Ore Marion (L-3-5), "The First Wave That

i

i

Slmost M

m

sed the Boat," in the Echoes, March-@Gpril, 199G,

prings the following to mind:

When sighted, the convoy of the Sscond Rsaimsnt aboard

the "Unholy Four” with ow escort including the North
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3
R
Q
e

Caraolina (Y) caused the Fuller and other ships to
"Tha First Wavs" on Foro Istand in ths Fijis. This may have
given rise to Plarion’s comment: "Sorew the trooos; save the

G ips .

toro Island may have been where the Second Regiment of
the Second Marine Division was to have owr practics 1énding.
Widely known as the "Silent Second” that silence could have
Tet ws come wup on the First Division unannounced causing
their ships to take off, leaving (L-3-3) ashore. It was in
the Fijis that we too went over the side on cargo nets and
formed ouwr "VY of landing boats. Following that point-boat,
wiz hzaded for the beach where breakers were very large and
there was plenty of "white water" showing. We watched the
point-boat being caught in a giant wave and turned sideways.

It sgemed to be held in mid-sir, then it rolled over, and

i
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shed, rolled, and

i

oand weapons fell into the wabter, w
strugated until they appeared on the beach. We were waved

oft and made to circle, and told to keep our heads below the

}

gunmel , and as a8 result get the full benefit of the diesel

£l

funes. Az we circled and waited, I ended up being heid over
the sidey the fumes had done thesir dob, and I fad the {fish,

too busy Lo ses or care if others had fthe same fate of

casting food upon fthe waters. T4 could have been "The Bsans
arnid Cornbread” which the Navy rated as their favorite meal

and not the disssl fumnes that had gotten to me.

A owe Jeftt the Fijis, we were informed that we wers on
o way to a place that nons of us had ever heard about,
"Guadalcanal . We were fwnished some recently taken air
photos to %upplement'th@ very limited maps of ow combat
arza with strangsly spelled names from those relaved to us.
fSbhoard owe transport, the boredom of poker games had
consal idated down to one last game with most of the
avalilaple money in it. The night of the 6th of August found
marny of us standing at the raill staring into the darkness
watohing the phosphorescent wake of our ship. The night’'s
silence was disturbed ormly by a poker game winner, "Honest
Johr Garcia," skipping his silver winnings off the deck and

out into the sea, saving that he didn’'t want any extra

want ashore.

i3

weiaht as he
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Davan came Sugust 7hh, at a place betwsan

Guadalcanal and Tulagi, British Sclomon Islands which lTater
becams known as "Iron Bottom Bay." Theee in sight was the
larasst flest of ships ever assembled in the Facitic up to
that time. The support ships divided and began shelling the
il

iunated Tanding "Rad" and "Elus" beaches and

n
i

chhar targets which I rescorded in oy diary at 06:15 hours.

A oraport of a &Y gun position on Havuiu was recelived on ouwr

shiip . Task Force Groups "X-Ray" and "Voke" troop transports

began to wunload first wave troops into the waiting landing
oratt.  Bhortly thersafter, the lst Battalion Znd Marine
Regiment reported fto us aboard the Hayves that the first
obhijective had been taken. This report at GB:20 houwrs
qEral ded the first troops ashoes in the snticre operation.
The next report was fthat the First Raider Battalion was
ashare on the isle of Tulagi: at OF:105 howrs. This was the
start of the Tong, hard, and costiy road to Japan. Being a
witness and recording that day, 1ittle did I realize that I

wintitd in dust over thres yesars later, bear witness to Lbhe

peacaedul landing in Nagasaki, Japan.

The role of the Znd Regiment of the Znd Marine Division

was one of being available aboard ouwe “"Unholy Four,

combat
Tpaded at a time when time and transports were at a premium.
The 7th Regimsnt of the lst Marine Division was on Somoa in

defense of that area and was the unit that we replaced in




G B In the Following six months we

often wondered i+ it weren’t a case of being in the wrong

rt

NN

places at the wrong bims. This was borne out as tim
by e were the adoptive "Bastard” outfit that was never to
e wnder the control of owr 2nd Division General for support

arnd nmot allowsd to 1and. Frotocol ruled and since he would

fter Vandergrift’'s

J]
pil

Frave oubt-ranked the obthar generals

departure , we #till low men on the totam pole and not

relieved until Januwary 31, 1942, nearly six nonths afbher

the landing., Thinas re Took up for us when wa

o
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onoe agaln boarded the Hayes and headed for New Zealand.
Once aboard, it was like “01d Home Week," having hot water
arng plenty to esat. This brought about the end of my

"harmdle-bar ooustache and goatee” and a start Lo guestions

Trom replacensnt troops as to,"Who is that strangs platoon

sara@ant 7Y

Farts of ow unit,y, being held in ressrve, spent the day
at the ready, not knowing when ow turn would cons. We did
come to know what air strikes by the Japanesse against the
fieet were like. Sometimes we wers on deck fto cheer sach
successtul downing of the enemy aircraft by the ship’'s
anti-aircratt batteries o ow carrier planes. At other
times we were sealed below deck in the water ftight troop
compartment, not knowing what or how thes action was going.

At last it was our tuwrn to go over the side and head for
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"BElus Beach” on Tulagi. My section was divided into
szeparate landing craft, Lt. Ben T. Owens with som2 and I
with the other. An added respornsibility was that of taking
Brig. Gen. W. R. Rupertus, the senior Znd Division officer
ashore. “"Blus Besach" was at a place whsare the Japanese had
satabl ished a cemetery and was heavily forested. Accounts

and times of "D-Day" and a drawing of ow landing area was

made by Cpl. A. Fiatek and myssld in a diarv. Thess are bhe

only records that we kept of the action and ow initiation

to anemy fire.

ider

3]

We safely delivered the General to the 1st R
Battalion Command FPost at a houwse callsd the "Residencs"
situated on one of the hiaghest elevations and abowt midway
o this Tess than 100 acre island. The northern hald of
Twiagi was denseiy coversd with tress and underbrush.  Ths
=outhern halt of Tulaai had been partially cleared with only
agmall clumps coversd with underbrush and trees. These did
afford cover for snipers, as did the buildings, caves and
bomz sheltsrs in the protruding rocks that made up the area
calted ths "Foint." A wall worn path along the beach

sncircled all except the northwestern part ot the island.

s the night of the Bth approached, we were assembled
at arn area called the parade ground or maybe King Georae
playing field which was a set-up of self-relisving guard

posts, establ ished so that no one moved in the dark. This
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proved to be the wrndoing and death of & Japanes=2 when in the

night he attempted to intiltrate by caliling, “"Corporal of

i

the Guard, post number so and so. Because thers was no
Corporal of the gusrd, he was shol without a challenge.
Several amphibious fractors in this area atforded some
protection from sniper firse and from a light rainfall. The
discovery of an ant hill spoiled the comfort of my dry
position. This beach location did give us a ringside view

o the first of many night-time sea battles off Savo Istand.

Many of the buildings were builit two-to-three feet
above ground-lsvel with metal roofs and water tanks to catch
the rain water since there was no fresh water on the istand.

fhe Japanese utilized these buildings, their attics, and

g

water tanks for sniper cover. Each had to be destroved or
given a spray of machine gun fire or rifle fire and
grasnades . One such building, clearly marked as & hospital,
contained snipers.  Later investigation displaved the bodies
whera they had taken up their last stand, which proved this
method of checking was the only way. A Gunnery Sgtb. Jesse
R. Glover and old "China Hand" from ouwe "HY company used his
unit and grenadess to areet these holdouts in their sector.
fne of the last caves to be neutralized was one of those dug
midway through the ground-level passageway culb from
"Government Whard" to "King George Field" on the opposite

mside of the istand. This cut was only about ten foot wide,




and as I remember, 1t was nearly thirty feet deep. This had
bean made as a short ot and &liminated going over the
]

Mmigher slevation which extended down the center of Tul agi.

Caves dug into the idewalls of this cut made 1t almost

T
i

impossible to approach the caves without beinag expossd to

those who were in the caves.

Dirt thrown from above, satchs] charges, and covering
fire proved to be the end of those who were isolatsd in
these caves. By this time nearly all resistance had been
overicomns, and owe company was on highest slsvation above the
point.  This Tocation gsave us a grandstand view of The

impending action across the bay toward Tanambogo. Gavabu

T
i

=

a by dmatiroyer

3

i

was basically sscwre, and by then shelli

H

frad begun softening up the next obJisctive, Tanambogo. The

shook waves from this point-blank fire would obscwrs bthe

island gach tims that they fired. We could not belisve thsat
in  such a concentrated bombardment that anvons couwld
survive, but they did. In 1982, I contacted in weilitling ors

pf the Japaness survivors, Masailchiro Miyvagawa, wno in the

publication by the Guadalcanal Campsign Vetarans called The

Eoho gave his account of his escape to Florida Is?and,

his capture by natives, and of his being turned over to the

fmericans on Tulaai.

Ment cams the assault by two of our tanks from Falm

Island which were tanks of World War I vintage with & 37
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midlimeter aun as the main weapon. Troops were bto Tand on
the north shore, and at the same tims units would come From

Daviutu across

i

the comnnecting caussway . This forned a thres
pronged attack with covering artillery fire from Gavautu. We
witressed the stopping of ow lTead tank when the defending

Japanese Jambsd the track on one side which caused the tank

"7

to spin.  LE. Robesrt Sweeney kept the 37 millimeter gun of

the spinning tank firing into the sand and rocks in an

svasive action. A Tabtsr body count revealed that Sweensy’'s

action killted 43 betore he in tuwrn lTost his own

Vifm, The sscond tank became wedged betwsen palm tress and
was of Tittle o no uss., This was the first use of tanes as

# part of the Soulth FPaciftic offensive.

As calm settled in over the task force "Yoke! ares,
action accelerated across "Bealark Channel" as the stunned
Japanesese foross who had $led into the jungles of Guadaiocanal
real ired that Marines of the lst Division had btabken wup

“Homestead Rights" in their previous settlement. Day and

1
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night Japansse air ralds and sea b
incraease as the Japanese tried to reinforce theip
beleaguered contingent. Assessment by ouwr command,
following the lToss of Allied ships on the night of August
Bth, determined that the area should be cliearsd of all

ships. Word ashore was, "We can’t buwild more ships, bub we

can dratt more men." The high morale of those ashors
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following the sacocessful Tandings dropped Tike the ship’'s
cardo when the contents of the nets wers saptied into the

s@a as the ship prepared to get underway.

The Timited suppliss of Ffood, smedicine, and ammunition
which was put ashore during the initial lTanding was not
auvgmsnted before the ships left. The small backpack cans of
rations would be the basic chow. The nearly B ounce Can was
to be shared by two in the morning and a second can was to

be shared at night. AT whio survived on thoses rations can

relate to my discovery about them. Mearly thres vears latee

fns

I married while stationed at the Naval Ammunition Depot at
Hastings, Nebraska, and as we set up housebkesping and began

shopping,y I found those same small cams of rations on the

shel ¥ of a store. The ogriginal Federal contents label bad

besn printed over, "Not for Human Consumption, Dog Food
Only Y

Medical supplies had been limited to those that were
neepded to treat the wounded with Tittie or nothing else for
all the other tropical maladies that had beset ws: tropical
dyvsentery, Jjungle rot, coral infection, and most of all
malaria. During our incoming time abosrd transports, we had
started a regimen of bulk guinine. There sesmed to bs an
ample supply of powdesred guinine, but no capsules. Doctors
and corpsmen prepared a 42 caliber shell-casing with a

handle which held the desired dosage. This was administered
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or bihe tongus while we were in the chow lins. fAnyons who

has ever had to ta

2w the powdered guinine, much less beforea
@ating, will svmpathize. I overcams the taste by wrapping
my guota in folded toilet paper before swallowing. It was
fouah to do but It was a way to get it down without having

it

to put up with the taste. Later, ths use of "atabrine,” the
synthetic quinine tabliets, made it a breeze to take, =ven
though it still tasted horrible and turned ouwr skin and sves

vellow., We still contracted malaria becauss owr defenses

wers Just plain ocwbtnunbered by the mosguitoes.

The ringside seat on Tulagi had many anxious howrs
durimg pboth the day and the nigaht. Many of the Znd
Regiment ‘s units were sent on patro{a by lTanding cratt to
mearty islands . On one such occasion, I accompanied such a
patrol to the far side of Florida Island via the very deep
chamnel that bisects it. Later this channel was used as a
sate anchorage under the island’s natural camouflages, the
averftanging Jungle. A we moved along at a very low spsed,
pur coxswaliln lowered the ramp on our cratt allowing us to
Tie on ow stomach and view tHe colorful tropical ssa life
that our doctors told us might be peoisonous to handle o to
@at. This bitter warning to us hungry Marinez was extended
Further to include any thought of having a pork or chicken

dinnsr during ow contact with the natives.

FabE 11




O patrols were to cheock and maintain as friendly a

ralabionship as possibie with the natives in eywchangs for

l'[i

intornation and/or Japaness prisonsrs that they miaht have

s had failac

]

captuwred.  This was an area in which the Japane

H
i

and had contributed to the natives’ resentment and distrust
of them. Ow instructions were to do evervythina that we

cowld for them but to Teave the livestock, gardsens, and

wizmaEn alone.  The latter was the easisst to comply with
becadse the women hid when we approached and were ssgldom

EEEN W

Back on Tulawgil, we tried to auvugment ouwr diet wiith taro
oot , & potato-liks food, and anything else that we could
toragse . Our discovery of seed peas in one of the buildings
Drought visions of a great meal . Not so, aftesr- boiling the
closely watched pot of peas for several davs, they sihil]
rattted Vike buckshot in the container, so we ate then
uncooked, centsrs and all. They no doubt came to the island
With the first boatioad of Englishmen who se2t oup

headguarters theere.

Froash water was non-existent unlsss it was brouwaght in
With all the availables "Jerry Cans' by boat from Florida.

Some cans had been used to bring gas or other fuel ashors

i

guring the landing. The medics added iodine to sach of the

¥i

containers in an effort to purify them. A guick drink, a

heal thy belch, and youwr parched, gas—burned throat was
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waetted and medicinal Ty tr all im one f2l1 swoop. Dur
dizscovery of a rain-filled storagse tank of water worksed wsl)
for a time to obtain drinking water and to bruash our testh.

This, however, came to an abrupt halt whsn 2 Japanese body

wan found in ik,

To add to all our shortages, the maladies of the island

7
=
i
=
i

negan to take their toll. Military historians =R STV

{

tell of their discovery that coveralls were not a good

Jungle unitorm whan dysentery struck . The Marines had

alraady mads Lhe change to belted trousers and Jackets of
the sane  marine-gresn, denim material o Thess were too tims
consuming whan a hurried "natuwre call® was eminent . We

called those nature calls the "Tulagi Trobts." Juwe speedy

salubion was to use a razor bla to renove the thread from

e erotch, skivey drawers (shorts) having been discarded
atter the first attack. This too had failures when we,

wnder night-time shelling stumbled, tripped, or fell and

found that it ow

Y
I

3T}
i

Just too lat

Air orald warnings and night-time shellings of Tulagi by
the snemy wWas on a secondary tarast basis with checks by
theilr naval ships and searchlights. One such daylight check
Qaﬁ an inspection by a Japangse destrover (it lTooked 1ike at
teast a cruiser to me’r that entered ths harbor betwsen
Tulagi and Gavutu. We were ordered to go into hiding,

showing nothing that would indicate that we still occupied

FabE 13
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. We did have soms artiliery with which to
detend ouwrsslves, but we had very little ammunition for it,
and we wouldn't have been able to trades fire powsr with the
destrover, We could count the men on the deck and had to
restrain oue "HY Company Gunnery Sgt. Glover who wanted to
clear the deck with his Slmm mortors. Dwing this standodt,

LRI R

a pl. bDelong, also from company , had takenrn his sguad

i

despn into the brush as he awailted a call to defesnd against

Tanding or a more welcome "411 Clear” call. When that "A10

Clear" did coms, he led the sguad back toward their assigrned

-

areda. He carried his BAR (Browining Auktomatic RifFled
fallowing the samg trail that he and his sguad had used when

they went into the interior. In doing so, he cams

k]
2]

ac@-to—face with & Japansse soldier who was standing
wpright in the hollow tres with his rifle by his side. A
startled Delong attempted to back up, only to it down attesr
bumping into a closely following sguad member. Ha later
told of making several passss at the BAR to out & shell into

the chamber to arm 1t.

Others said that he must not have lost any time at all,
evert from his sitting position, as he fired several rounds
befors the Jap couwld raise his weapon. This may have besn

the Tast known swvivor of the Japansse force on the island.

Pack near the destroyer in the bay, we were told that a
coxswain, returning from taking a patrol to Florida Isltand,
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fad spotted the warship and in a guick but cliever decision
headed at top speed toward that enemy ship. Me could only
assumne that the ship’s captain thought that the lTanding
cratt was a "PTY boat, and being caught in this 1imited
water, the captain and his destroyer fled the area, much to

our el ied .

s
+
-
=]
i

My accounts o

se experiences, as I recall them
aftter nearly fifty vears aren’t always in ths proper
seruencs .  Each time that I put them into writing, I find

that they serve to generate obthsr memorlies.

Just how Tong that we were left without sufficient food
has long since beesn forgotten, but at the time we had only
our thoughts of all the deliciows meals that we would
someday enjoy: dining on steaks and holiday, tamily msals.
Thare was not a supply of foodstud+s that the snamy had Teatft
belind on Tulagil, and it was not until we had gone to
Guadalcanal that such supplies were sampled. UOns of the
carned items was heavily oiled and packed locusts which were
much like sardinss. Nesdless to say Jim Eangel of Winona,
Minnesota, and I wesre about the only ones who could stomach

them.

Our Ffirst food shipment to my recollection was by what

had been a fow-stacker destroyer converted to whalt was

known &s a Marine Transport. The forward motors were

FaG
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removed, as well as much of the armament, and folding bunks
were installed. We had had some esperience with these
transports whiile in "Dago” and mansuvers off San Clemente,

talina, and thes beaches of southern California. Arrival

o]
m

of the first of these heavily-laden tramsports with so much
food piled in every avallable space caused the bow to ba

T ower tharn the stern.

Hard-unloading at Government Whart by very willing

voluntesrs was something to behold. My section and I soon

T
H

5
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i

eoa vl un arg and were also soon known as Ali Baba and

n
H

my thieves. My "Chief Thief," Jack Lewis (a borderline

Fleptomaniac from Van Alstyne, Texas and now decesased) , has
to be one of the most “"unforgestable characters" that I7ve
ever known. Each time that the opportunity arcose, a case of

fruit disappeared, causing an order for armed guards on

hese supplies

l""

1

One thing that was unloadesd, but never mentionsd in ali

[ - 2

i
i

of ouwr talks of & future dream meal or even as [
thaem, was fresh bread. The loaf that I purloined was hand
watern 1ike "Angsl food cake:” no additional spread was
nesded . Tropical butter and Austrailian marmnal ade were
itens we came to know and dislike Tater on Guadlacanal . As

ouwr stash of the gallons of forbidden fruit were sharsd, we

found that two of us could consume the entire contents of
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Or pEars orne sitting, not s0 with cherriss or

Tulagi was soon to becone the focal point for the
supply Tine as more shipping becams available. Another
addition to this shipping was wooden boats that we came to

Enow as "Yippeese Boats." These were loaded from owe supplies

34
ot

A0S

Jis]

3
b

and would maks niaht time run e channsel to

Guadal canal , avoiding dayliight bombings and night-time snemy
zea patrols. On one such & run, a "Yippse Boat" was cauwght
in the spotlisht of one of the Japanese warships and had to
maks a mad dash for the nearest land which was the tip of
Tulagi. As they dodged the enemy gunticre of both machine
gun and heavier guns, the tip of Tulagi was illuminated as
wll az owr defense foxholes. One of the ocoupants of such
& Ffox— hole made the decision to stay put. A he was the
recipient of the gunfire, bhe did not want to give them a
vigible moving tarast. His next decision was one that not
mary would have made even in the face of ensmy fire. He
survived by lyina still as a red hot dud rolled into his
foxhole with him. By raising up on his elbows, he only

suffered burns on his belly.

The return of some of ow ships with supplies brought
with them officers and men from owr regimental echelon.
With this influx, privileges of rank filtered down, and

those of us who were in the original landing and had been
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atyl e Lo have guartsrs in buildings that had withstood the

battie, now found ourselves taking up guarters under those
Fiouses, Ore of these stilted buildinegs had a ocrawl space

that was nearly three fest in height, and it had a dry sand

Floor.  The howse becams headguarters for the Znd Battalion,

i3}
Pt}

d

«©

~

Eis i intelligences and

i

call

823

i)

2nd Regiment at an ared

—

ce home.

{13

it

comiunications seactions made this craw ]

Une of the men in sy sesction, J. 7. Clausen from the

v

Chicago area, who Tsarned that my issue Elgin wrist watoh

had guit, thouaht that he miaht bhe able to repair it. Using
a sswing kit and a pockst knife, he found that the main

-
N

spring had broken. By the use of the point of & nesdia,

J. o riveted the main spring back togsther, but as he was

reassenhl ing the watch, the tiny balance-wheesl spring fs11
to the sandy +loor of the crawl space. After ssarching the
house above him, hg found a small tes straines which he used
to sift the sand cupful ~by—cupful until he recovered the
Tost spring. MNow that T have a windup wabtch, I stiil

Fremnemnber and use his instructions that he gave mie when he

returned the watch. He told me to wind the watch as near as

;T

possible at the same time each day. When I returned to the

il

states about a vear latesr, I took this same watch to
dewsler in San Disgo, thinking that I'd replace the riveted
mainspring. When he opensd the watch, he asked if it was

still keeping tims. I assured him that it did. He handed
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saving that 1t was zo full of rust that it wasn’t
worth the cost of repairs. I have long since lost the

Dite ~ Life /Z}a'f /%* e,

SenT ), 114

Une of the first large supply ships to maks 1t dfmUmt

watoh .

o - - .f3ukﬁoaxs

into Tulagl harbor was the U35 Willian Ward Boaseouass . Whan
P ] ) Bezasd s
I state "almost," that is dust what happened: the Boecouohs

, g‘)[( QOI—JQ
want aground.  This made the Buessushs vulnerables to

AR SIS R

air and sea patrols, and an all out sffort to free

her was made . Landing boats were used for "off Toading,”

and material that wouwld float was dumpsd into the bav.

o}

ne of the fioating items was largs bundles of plywood
strapoped together and destined to becoms guonset-hut decke.

Eeing sver alert to anvthing that would improve our 1iving

i"l

conditions, James A. Hangel , from Winona, PN, and 1 spotte
e such bundie fioating in the bay. W2 swam out and

msalvaged it. Through the combined sffort of the

Intelligence and Communicaiton’s sections, we removed svery
other stud feom an existing building, and with these and the

piyvwoond, we constructed the first new buillding on Tulagi at
Dasapi. Jim and I had had some building experience prior Lo
the Corps, and we were proud of the structurs, but it did
lack fly and mosquito protection. This was solved, howsver,
by my "thisves" who drew a "midright reguisition” of a roll

of Drass screen wire.
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"Louttiebutt? (rumors), always a part of any

serviceman s gatherinag, was rampant, and to dispel this, we
ware abile to “tap” the Battalion Commander’s phone 1Tine with

+ the Communications section. Thie

ju

an ear phones, courtesy
Communications smctions had always worked togsther with my
intelligence crew, dating back to our training days in
California when all of their eguipment in thoss davs wsre
transported by hand carts. On these maneuvers, owr laelip was
always welcoms, espeacially during ong manauver up Falomar
mountain. Thalt bond continuess between us to this day. This
is best demonstrated by my feriendship with communicabions
chisd of that era, Max Stamps, who now lives in Burleson,
Texas. UOnes avent in the 1ife of Max and his wife, Mary
Louises, was that of my taking them them to be marrisd at

fuma, AL, in Novembesr of 1241.

This couple along with Mert "O" Whitlow and his wife
Frances of Tulsa, Oklahoma, have had several mini-reunions
with Lois and I, including one in 1989 to the Guadal canal
Veteran's Museuwm in Ealamazoo, Michigan. Another such
reunion was with Stan Wedlock and his wife Angie oul in
Wyoming in 19828. We also have made several other visits to

and written to nemnbers of our two sections.

Back to my memories of Tulagi is another of Jim Eangel,
my chief builder of the first building. His Ffull auburn

beard was the result of necessity, for atter the landing we
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Mad no razor or biades.  After all, we were only supposad to
e there ftor 732 hows before being reliesved. That relisd

turned owt to be nearly six months Tater on the 3lst of

January, 1943. Jim’'s beard was removed after he tried to

wash 1t with sea water and salt water socap, and he vowed

i

never Lo arow ong again. This was a lesson, for those of us
who wore goatees and moustaches, that we would never foraet,

hon 't use salt walter soap on them."

finother joint-sections’ venture was to maitain a 50
cal ibar machine gun with which to detend our aresa. Thiis
WEARDN Waz our pride and Jjoy, and we wers detesronined to show
the rest of ow Battalion our knowledge of its cleaning,
care, and use. UOne day, while it was totally "field
stripped" we missed our chance to be "heross.”  This was the
dav that a single Japanese plane, unannounced by air raid
wairmiing, came flyinmg by at Jjust about tree-top level. It
had the biggsst "Meatball" painted on it that any ot us had
@ever witnessed, and it was not over 200 vards from our
digassembled gun’'s site. This was one of many incidents
that made us very insecurs on this tiny island, and 1t gave
rise to thouwghts of self-preservation should the island
become undefendable. We had visions of those Americans

calght in the Japanese invasion of the Phillipines and the

A

queryilla warfare that the Japanese conducted thers.
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o
Une way of pazsing time while we waited and wmndewed?"

TWhat s next’ was to recall sonas. Ome such ballad was one
that my Intelligence section officer, Ben T. Owens khnew. I
have since looked from time to time to see i+ I couwld Find
all of the words. AT1 that I could come up with wers as

follows: "They +tought all that night ‘neath the Tow palloe

Tight, expecting the victor to cheesr, bhut they only drew
¢/ Copy

“ARJullAH  BulBol  Amir™  (Over
nigh to hear the last szigh of Abduwl thebBuali—Bull|lLanira "

W thouwght of ow homes and families, when we might hear
from them, whalt fthey were being told of ow predicament, and
the Tack of suppliss. My first recollsction of sending out
mail wasz of Colonel FPressley giving instructions on what
cowld be wreithen amd the furnishing of paper, a rars
comnmodity at that time. These were collected and no doubt
ascreened and placed in one Targe envelops, and we were toid
that the letters wers sent to hig wifse who then sent them on
in individual envelopes. My impression was that she
furnished these envelopes and stamps 1f required until
"Fraee' and "V Mail" became available to us. Later in the

gan to arrive as

i

campaign, incoming mail and packages b
suppl iss and ships becams available. Some arrived wet,
motdy , crushed, and with the taste of gasocline or other
fuel , depending on what they were shipped with.
Neverthaless, the knowledgs that they came from home, mads

them delicious.




Abdullah Bulbul Amir

‘The sons of the prophet are brave men and bold,
And quite unaccustomed to fear,

But the bravest of all was a man, I am told,
Named Abdullah Bulbul Amir.

When they needed a man to encourage the van,
Or to harass a foe from the rear, )
Storm fort or redoubt, they had only to shout
For Abdullah Bulbul Amir.

This son of the desert in battle aroused,
Could split twenty men on his spear.

A terrible creature when sober or soused,
Was Abdullah Bulbul Amir.

Now the heroes were plenty and well known to
fame

Who fought in the ranks of the Czar;

But the bravest of these was a man by the name

Of Ivan Skavinsky Skivar.

He could imitate Irving, play poker and pool,
And strum on the Spanish guitar;

In fact, quite the cream of the Muscovite team
Was Ivan Skavinsky Skivar.

The ladies all loved him, his rivals were few;
He could drink them all under the bar.

As gallant or tank, there was no one to rank
With Ivan Skavinsky Skivar.

One day this bold Russian had shouldered his gun,
And donned his most truculent snecr;

- Downtown he did go, where he trod on the toe
Of Abdullah Bulbul Amir.

“Young man,” quoth Bulbul, “has your life grown
so dull

That you're anxious to end your career?

Vile infidel, know you have trod on the toe

Of Abdullah Bulbul Amir.”

“So take your last look at the sunshine and brook,
And send your regrets to the Crar,

For by this Iimply, you are going to die,
Mr. Ivan Skavinsky Skivar.”

Said Ivan, “My friend, your remarks in the end
Will avail you but little, I fear;

For you ne'er will survive to repeat them alive,
Mr. Abdullah Bulbul Amir.”

Then that bold Mameluke drew his trusty skibouk,
With a great cry of “Allah Akbar.”

And with murderous intent, he ferociously went
For Ivan Skavinsky Skivar.

They parried and thrust, they sidestepped and
cussed,

Of blood they spilled a great part;

The philologist blokes, who seldom crack jokes,

Say that hash was first made on that spot.

They fought all that night, ‘neath the pale yellow
moon
The din, it was heard from afar,

And huge multitudes came, so great was the fame
Of Abdul and Ivan Skivar.

As Abdul’s long knife was extracting the life,
In fact he had shouted “Huzzah”

He felt himself struck by that wily Calmuck .
Count Ivan Skavinsky Skivar.

The Sultan drove by in his red-breasted fly,
Expecting the victor to cheer,

But he only drew nigh just to hear the last sigh
Of Abdullah Bulbul Amir.

Czar Petrovich, too, in his spectacles blue,
Rode up in his new-crested car;

He arrived just in time to exchange a last line
With Ivan Skavinsky Skivar.

There's a tomb rises up where the Blue Danube
rolls,

And ‘graved there in characters clear

Are, "'Str.mgcr, when passing, oh pray for the soul

Of Abdullah Bulbul Amir.”

A splash in the Black Sea one dark moonless night
Caused ripples to spread wide and far.

It was made by a sack fitting close to the back

Of Ivan Skavinsky Skivar.

A Muscovite maiden her lone vigil keeps

‘Neath the light of the pale polar star,

And the name that she murmurs so oft’ as she
weeps,

Is Ivan Skavinsky Skivar,




With thess thoughts of having to perfors gquerrilla
wartare to survive, we began to asssmble a compaszs from

wracked lTanding oraft and other items. We also planned to

aon to Flocida Island should the defense of Tulagl be

untenable.

We did gset somewhat of & morale boost with the cominag
of the FT boats. A closs up view was mine at governmant
whar+ whan sevaral of us came wupon the crew the day atter a
night raid on sneny ships that wers shelling Guadalcanal .
Ouring that might raid & torpedo stuck in the launching tubs

arid had been prevented from arming itseld and explioding by

it

atuffing toilet paper into the vaness of the propellsr. We
watohed as the crew unbolited the tubes and removed the

are how

i}
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+ @t aat from us. My thoughts n
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torpedo

d

fool ish we were to be in such disregard of danaosr.

T
s

about this time, orders cams for ows Znod EBattal ion
to move to Guadelcanal and Teave our newly constructsd
quar-ters behind. In it was a British souvenir, a largs,
brass dedication sign from the playing field. It read in

part , "Dedicated to a Fing and Lovina Feoples by King

in

When and how we crosssad Y"Seal ark Channel® was a major
move that shouwld have stood the test of time, but 1t hasn’t.

Orme thing I'm swe of was the accomadations were not those

FAGE 23




sUCH a8 we had enjoyed on the transport Haves omn which we
camg to the Solomons. This harrcowing ride on a landing
cratt or the "Yippee boat" could have been overshadowed with
thoughts about what was in storg for us on arrival at
Guadalcanal «  One thina in ow favor was that it would be tno
an area held by +riendly troops and not into enemy territory

as it had been with the Tulagi landing.

Upon owr arrival at Guadalcanal , we were grested with
orders to procesd along the coast traill road to takes up a
position along the Matamikauw River. &t times ows column
could be observed by the snemy whers the traill was exposed
along the beach. This observation was made by or ecslayved to
the Japanssse "Fistol Pete" or Major Sikio Tani, whom I now
know and cowﬁaapond with. His artillery began to fire, with
the +irst shells causing water spoubs in the water just off

o2

the beach trail. Little did we know that this was hi:

:
Lt

method of range finding atter having lost his technical

i
- )
b1
[n i

sgquipment duwring the landing. Once e had the rangs, he
ornly to move inland to fire directly on our column. His
sheiling on ow wunit forced us to seek cover wherever we
could find it. We had been shelled =arlier in the campalgn
while on Tulaai, and Max Stamps, my counterpart of the
communications ssction made the statement on Tulagi that
thers was no use hitting the deck when the shell with his

mame on it came along. When I discovered him taking shelter
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on Guadalcanal , T reninded him of his earlier statement.
His reply was that taking cover this time was to avoid thoss

sinells which ware marked, "To Whom They Mayv Concern.”

& deesp following this road, i it could be called a
road, worked 1ts way along owr troops with the oocupants

talking to some us as they advanced. My fesble attempt at

il

answaring the driver’s guestions with as brave a front as I
could muster, was that most of the shells were landinag in
the water. His answer was, "That is where we likse to see
them." He wged wus on without taking any cover. It was

Al

tnen that I realized that this was General 8. A,
Vanderarift, commander of the entire landing and oooupation

opaeration. The Gerneral’s Jeep was the only vehicle to

accompany us, not evern owr Battsl iorn Commandesr Col. O. K.

Fressley rated transportation.  During owr nearly six months

involved with the campaian, one Jdeep was our entire fleet

for the Battalion.

This one Jesp was for sl ti-purpose use, hauwling a
water trailer and evacuating casualties agd the Colonsl ‘s

the roads were

i

transportation to strategy mestings. Even a
improved, I can only remember one or two times that we wsre
trucked as we exchanaed positions on the defensive

perimaeter .
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Some arsas would afford much nesded rest from owe

attempts to advance or to those under assawlt by the enamy.

s invol ved gu desianation of this as a
gquist area since these sang places cams wder shelling by
the enamy ships as they overshob the primary target of the
airfielid. Our own anti-aircratt flak failing back to earth
on the men, dog fights directly overhead, and the night time

vizit by "Washiing Maching Chariie’s" miss of his intended

target made this anvihing but a guiet arsa.

Orivar for owr one-jeen fleet was my "Chief Thief "

il

Lo thse water or supply dumps providse

]
il

oty

dack Lewls.
dack with a sales outlet for any souvenirs that he couwld
acguire by "hook or crook."  The airdfield was a Tucrative
site because the pilots had cash and another commodity, 45

N RRY-T

uz

&4 istols which were in demand by our trocops and not

pi
guarded by the pilots A Macquired! Japanese tri-+told
Billt4old was his stash for large denominations of Amsrican
fotding monsy . His 111 gotten gain provided the funds for

conmunications man, Neil Holland, and him to take & two wesk

"AEOLY party upon our arrival in Februwary, 1943, in RNew

Zealand. His "AWDL" party resulted in Jack s brig tims when
the money ran out. Upon his releasse, he told me, "Sarae, abh

ain’t never going to do that again.” His relegase and a
payday was enough for a second "AWOL" party One othsr side

pf Jack’'s personality other than his Texas drawl was for him
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o Dorerow a

Whan T

1t

wary 1y

ask 4

arin he would
thern he wowld

bihen he

malaria from

brought a

mmeat
discovered
Jdaci
HAY 4

frang it

Founa

amal l

i@t

B

W

that

Erife of mine to “par his nail . "”
missing after several davs, 1 had

whispes

T owas

ack

I

Silverstraam

Japanesa

s omy knife," and with his bovish

onty funin’ vouw %11, Sarge," and
was to be svacuated becauss of
Hospital in Mew Zealand, he
hand-hesid fan with a rising sun

Foms and

skl azoned on it.  His presentation was to take it

"GHive 1t to vouwe mommy and tell hee old Jack Ass sent 1t
ard fthat is what I did. Jack s party partner was Meil
Molland, an sxpert on ouwr communications section’s radio

His opsration of the key that was ussd to send Morse cods,
was used by him to disrupt the Japanese ansmission of
their radio cods. BEsoause 1t was similar to ouwrs with the
axception that it had more letters, N@ii inserted his added
ittt or Yda' and that would cause them to revert to the

international

!11
]

Mmess

(i

=t

Lunga beach unloading

withh kevs.

facilitate the delivery of supplies

Jack

set up road bl

SCAaY

\’."'

=rcling of

ocks

‘g methods for our unit.

YRs" meaning to repsat the

This would oftsn drive them off the airway.

Enger excursion by Max Stamps and I to the
aresa, we found some unattended Jjeeps

One of the Jeesps was to owr lTiking and would

that we could acquire by

i3

By this tims= the M.F.’s had

to apprehend such vehicles, so we made a
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quidcl trip to thes Regimental sign painter, who gave our
newly acquired jeep the same numbers as ouwr Battalion
Dolonel 's Jeep. Hugo Genge has since told me that the
paintar’s namg was Frank Prewett and that he has sincs
passed away. The wse of this same number and my man Jack
l.ewis being the Colonsl ‘s driver provided us with permits to
unrestricted passage throuwgh the MJF.s. This systemnm worked
well wuntil we became too brave and parked our Jdeep beside

the Colone! ‘s, then cams the orders to get rid of if.

On anothsr one of ouwe trips to thes beach, we learned of

thiz Fresident Haves’s unloading just off shors. This was

the transport that bad browght us from San Uisgo. Oure
having besn on her befors proved to be Jjust what was nsseded
Lo get one of the codswains to taks us aboard her.  On owe
way over to the islands, I had ssrved as Tiaison NCD between

the troops and the "Gedunk" sales. When we told the supply

2

ok

ofticer of ow shortages of health cere products, he

i

two pillow cases and cleaned the shelves of tooth brushes,
paste, razor blades, soap, and othesr supplies, including

candy and gum. When we left her, we resenbled Santa Dlaus
Wwith our packs of goodies +or our troops. We had the good
fortune to ride the Haves again in late January, 1943, to

Wallington, M.Z. after nearly six month on Tulagi and

Buadalcanal . The officers and men of the "Hayes" surely
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i

ware soms of fthe Fine i bthe Mavy. My anly regret is

I have been s long in giving them "OUR THANES, "

Ouwr static position along the Matanikau River was short
lTived, as orders to cross it, expand ouwr perimeter, and deny
the snemy an unloading area, soon cama our way. We had
advanced about hal+d way toward Foint Cruz through palm tress
and sandy so0il without any major opposition. The ares had
been prveviously the scene of a hotly contested battle from
thae Tooks of the debris and scarred trees. Ouwr methodical
advance was very slow, and it was nearly nightfall when we
ware ordered to "Dig In."  The sand, howsver, made ideal
digging. We had no sooner dug in than we received orders to
move to higher ground away from the sand and palm brees.

Therse was a great deal of grumbl ing abouwt the move to higher

L

ground which was sesveral hundred yards inltand where the soil
was sun baked and hard and with rocks that made the digging

evern more difficult.,

Leaving the sandy area, I picked up an abandoned
Japanese blanket and in ow new position found a ready-made

foxhole in the rocks which was abowut the size of a bath tub.

o

It was rough, but it was ready. Fadding it with ths
bltanket, I thouwght that I wouwld spend a good sate niaht.
But this was not to be because the enemy had no doubt
discovered our advance from the beach arsa where we had

first dua ouwr foxholes. This was understood when we
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recsived a wake up call of artillery and lTarge mortar fire
which was all directed to that grove of palms. We were out
of thalt area, but at an =2levation where their shell bursts
at tree top level flashed beforas ow eves. This was not a
first in being shelled, but 1t was one of the most

concentrated bombardments, and it would not be the last.

This was acocompanied by the uwuswual downpouwr of rain.

radise could be so

3]

How this rain at might in oue tropical p

cold, noneg of us will ever know. This shivering marinse had

nto anctbher malaria chill . Morninag

=

managed to shake himseld
arrived and it was time to assamble our troops and to move
out and continue ow advance, when al of a sudden owue
back-pack radios sgqueal led with what was known as feed back.
This happens when two units are too neass ong another .  The
sound is reminiscent of incoming artillery, and all of us
Mit the deck, not taking any chance of it being shells. Ciue
doctor and corpsmen, sesing my shaking body and hiagh fever,
ordered me taken to a tent hospital near Lunga Foint. This
Hiah fever was all that was needed to have a regimen of
large doses of guinine. This bgach-side tent with cots was

called a hospital ; and such Tuxury was most welcome to those

af us who wers stricken with malaria.

During my stay there and with the high doses of
guiriineg, I was unable to hear others in the next bunk. This

deafrneses screened the explosion of an enemy torpedo that had
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sunk what 1 have now found out to be the ary old

west coast lumber schooner which was in shallow water at the
Time .  We couwlid ses dayvlight wheers the torpedo had DY own
giamt holes in it on both sides. The sinking in such

shal Tow water Teft the deck above water and afforded those
who were able, an opportunity to wade and swim out to her.
The salvage of mess trays and porcelain cups so that yvou

cout o dednk offes without burning youwrs lips on & cantesn was

worth the risk of obtaining it.

-

Each of the many units manning the perimeter defense
continued to send oul patrols desper into the junste sechtors
of their responsibility. Thoss not on patrol continued to

improve their defensive positions. &Any other dayvlisht hours

!xx
l.'l
‘._L

WErE to catch wp on the much nesded rest ferom niabbiy
gnEmny alr and ssa harassment or an ooccasional probe by them.
Thozs who were forbtunate enouagh to have a deck of cards
found that the humidity had caused the cards to swell to

twice their original thickness, and to shuffle them was a

nesar inpossibiliity.

The patrols, spoken of before, consisted of +from
fiftemen to twenty mern, and 1t was owe section’s duty to
furnish at lTeast one man. As boredon and siclkness set in,
it beacame necessary for the officer or senior NCO to check
each man to make suwre that he was cartying snough ammunition

to defend himseld in the event that he came under fire.
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ben Tess and Tess of

+
]

Dver a period of time, the man had t

the amnunition so that the inspection became a necessitv.

I had several men in my section that either had never
been sick or that had recoversd from theie iliness, and

whenaver 1t came tims for a turn for someone who was |es

i

healthy, they would volunteser to go in the sick man’'s place.

1

Two suwch men coms to mind immediately, 5. W. "Bi11" MHoag and
Osbaldo Paredes. Hoag was 1ater svacuated from New Zealand
WHEBN WE Weris tﬁew& for rest and relaration and to recover
fora malaria. Faredes, always the one to voluntesee, was
awarded the Mavy Dross posthumously for his action during
the landings on Tarawa where many of our Second Battal ion,
Second Regiment were killed and wounded. Others who also

desarve Lo be mentioned showld be my twd corporals, Bob

Moberg and Jim Bayser (who was wounded on Tarawal , Fuhlman

]

Mallum, Screwszul (sp?), Kangel, and several others whose

names I can no longsr recall.

While we were in one of these perimeter defense
positions duwring the daytime, we would lTeave a tew man to
obsarve the immediate front and a +ew others to rest under
the sun shades made from the shelter halves. The men atl
these locations were usually brouaht & meal from a rear
area, or we would bring enough rations for as long as we
were on watch. During one such occasion, I had brought a

magazine, either Newswesk or Tims which was a condensed
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version and which did not inciude advertising. In one of
thoss, I have remembered an article abouwt all of ths
initials used in the service, and one such article applisad
Lo women Marinss. Thess women wers pefarcred to as "Bams. '
The origin of that name was supposedly from their male
countarparts and it meant approximatsly, "Wide azle
Marines." This cowid hardly have originated from any of us

I doubt that

Wi &t that btimse were on SGuadalcanal

any of us had even seen a woman Marine .

Back to my Tving on my stomach under a sunshade s
imagins my suwprise as [ Tooked up fto discover an iguana
togking me aye—to-eye, his tongus darting in and out Vike
the sand Tizards of Nebraska except that the iguana was

aboul the sizre of a dachshund. I Togked him over as

something that might be good to saty the large round taill

i

woulcd surely maks tasty steaks if gliced crosswise, but I

i

dismissed ths thought as 1 remembered how many things that

the doctors had told us were not edible.

Ths iguansa had come for any food scraps, and I soon
found him to be as scared of me as I was of him. HMore on

of a man in the comnunications section.

i

iguanas was a tal
His name was "S1im Shelton,” and he was also known as the
"Human Radar-." His encounter with one occurred when he

awak ened from his nap to find one on his chest. He 1ater
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told May Btamps, his section chief, that he’'d do anything

?

but, "Don't gsand me up with those dragons!!

STim got his name, "The Human Radar," by always putting
i steel helmet on his head minutes before any alert was
svar given. He also had a guitar, and where it came from
rone of us knew. He would entertain us with his "Beorgia’
styvie pickin’ from fime-to=time, only to suddenly quit, don

Mis helmet, and hagad for shelter o~ a foxhole.

ju}

There were many stories of snakes and alligators, but I
never mat up with any of them, noe did I look to Finmd any of
them . I did sese soms giant pink clam shellis which to ms

appasraed to be capable of crushing a 1&g bone.

Now that I7ve dealt with animals, 1717 relate the story
of Jdack Lewis and & bierd. Jack, having seen parrobs sitting
on sone of ow telephons wires, decided that he should
capfture one and teach it to speak. Using the crotoh of a

atl iber

1

tres imb, he made & s1ing shob. He used 22
butiets, that the Japamnsgse had browght to the island to
reload their brass shell casings, and began his hunt. Him

fgad—-aye aim resulted in the desath of several birds beforse

1

he was able to stun ong, only to be told by ow doctor to
raleass it for fear that it might have parrot fever.
Thersfore, another of ouwr not so friendly feathered friends

retuwrned to the Jjungle, where in the black of night it
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continued o 2am and yell Tike humans, not that one mors

would make it any lowdsr . FPaskabariki, New Zealand, the

town nearest our camp at MocHav’s Crossing, had a translation

of "Fae=pesrch or gnare, and "Hakariki=the gsen parakset.

"

When put together the word meant "to snare the green

parakest " a fitting meaning tor the parrots of my story.

Mow that I have told of some of Jack’s many talents,
others of which are better Tedft untold, there is one more

that , of all the stories about Jack, must be told. I
ramamnber owe belng in an area, not on the perimsters nor bhe
Front Tine, where pyramidal tents were set up Jjust off the
and of the new landing strip for fiahter planes. Acocording
to an account by Lbt. Ben T. Owens, an F-4-F came in for a
tanding and had to pull up becauses of another plans that was
pulting out onto the runway, o psrhaps another version of
his wasz That the plane was overloaded with fuel and small
bombs and was wunable to gaet airborne. Whichever the case
might be, the plane first hit the tress where fthe tents wers
ard then camnsg down on the tent of a corpsmen. The pilot was
wnable to get his safety belt harness to relesass and was
trapped inside the plans. A small fire had broken out
around his fest, and this "hot foot," not to mention his
fmar of the bombs and the gas in the fuel tanks, caused him
to vall in fear and panic. Most of us had begun to clsar
out of the area and only Jack remained. He climbed up on
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the wing of the plane and patted the piltot on the showlder
sayina, "Just take her esasy, 17171 gt vou all out." With
that he took his Far-Bar knife and cut him free. How the
tire was extinguwished, I don’t know. The only indury to the
corpsmen was one broken collar bone.  We thought that this
heroic deed shouwld have rated at least a ltetter of
comnegndation, but none has ever beesn received., In 1930 1
wrrote to Macrine Mesdguarters, teying to right this
oversight., I wrote again following Jack ‘s death in 1947,

asking for haelp fron anyvone who Ensw or witne

arn article in Follow Me, the End Division’'s fAssociation’s

nawspaper. I still have copiess of this correspondence and a

i

letter from Mr. Dewens and the reply from the Marine Corps

Headguarters.

One of the comforts of home that we snjoved, was & warm

il
T

showsr codrtesy of the Seabeess, Marine or Army 2nginsers,
but most of all, courtesy ot the Japanese i+ thesy had
converiently abandonsd & powsr or refrigeration plant that

4

5

a =till in working condition. The larges engine received

its cooling water from what I think was the Lunga River, and
after the water had done its cooling, it emsrasd at Just the
right warmth for a showsr. When we retuwrned to the river it

was piped into a large elevated pipe with small shower type

i

H

perforations.  American ingsnuity had installed this pips at

an @2levation high snough to stand under, and we usually
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bathed with ouwr clothses on, thus doing ouwr Taundry at the

same tims.

The shallow sand &t the bottom of the river also
provided us with a ready to use "Jeep Wash" for the jeep
that had provided those of us who krew of the facility with

transportation. This laundry was no doubt the predecessor

<

of Piash and Wesr," onlty with wus it was "Wash and Wear Wet®
since we had only the one set of clothes. Ay obhee
Taundry or bathing was in the rain or any water available.
Laundry and bathing were always needed e2ven minutes Tater to

sliminate the constant body odor.

fAnother of ow ssemingly constant rest area moves to
the perimetsr was, as near as I remembee, Just in from the
beach in the Tenarw or 1o river sector. Duwring owe colunmn
march into the area, we passed by the emplacements of a 73
mm pack, howitzer unit, which would then bs to our reae.
Dur Tocation was still in palm tress and water as obstacles
betwessn us and the enemy. Thers was no indication of
action, and it appesred that we would get that much needed
rest, using a minimum of man on the night watch. Howsver,
the night scon came alive with shells screaming overhead and
sxploding in enemy territory fto our front. As we observed
the 1ight of continuous muzzle blasts to the rear, we

decided that it was our 75°'s giving the Japanese a taste of

midnight reveille. This return of the favor was much to ouwr
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dgeel laht. This bombardment Tasted for some time, and when it
stopped, we felt even more securs in our belied that any

Further acktion was not to be that night.

Im the morning, closer examination of our front,
reaveal ed enormous shell holes and the death of one of our
night watch. A1l of us had known occasional shelling on

Tulagi by Japanese ships and could well determine the size

3}

of the ship responsible, be it destrover or a battleship.

This was not ow 75°s, but instead had been at lTeast one

pattlieshin along with ong orfr more crulsers from several
milaes out in Ssalark Chamnel . They had been unaware that
most of their shelling had landed in what we had considersd

the Japanese mansdvering arsa, and once more wse had dodoged

the bhullet.

When Decsmber cams and the island command had passed to
Army control uandesr General Patch, the beleagusred troops of
the lst Marine Division embarked for Australia. Ours, the
Second Regiment of the Second Mariness Division, becams the
onty one left of the original landing force. Our hopes to
closely follow the lst Division weres soon dashed as the Army
Command returned us to an area not guite up to the

Mantanikau River for a planned assault.

A date that stands out was in this zrea was Christmas

Eve ., The ground was very damp and covered with largs native
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sobhat bad oroots starting several fest from the ground

=)

and formed a thrss or fouwr inch thick web extending some

tive or siw fsst from its base. A back-pack radio with a

i

head set placed in a canteen cup snabled us to listen to
atateside muzic while lyving head-to-head around the cup on

poncho s. ATl went well Ffor some time until the wind cams

i

n to fail bec

il

2 ¢

£

W

it
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T

up and the trees they had been cut

Just above the web roots by Seabees and le+t standing. It

T

was a scramble to find protection between the webbed roots.
We continued to use the ponchos on the ground while nestlead
hetween the roots to keesp the damprness out. Soon we couwld

hear swearing and the hacking of knives and bayonets as we

were now invaded by land crabs. Those who have never seen
these creaturses can only imagine them on the rubberized
poncho .  As they were trying to move on this surtace, they
mads & bone chilling scratching to add to the misery of the

Fallinmg trees. Al1 this ococurred in what had started owt to

hristmas Eve but bad ended in what wes wilil

[}

e a peacetfu

Fow call "The Battlie of the Land Crabs.!

On Christmas Day, we were ordered to cross the
Matanikau with this battalion sized patrol. We were to stay
on the high ground following that river on an attempt to
dominate Mount Gusten. This was Judaed to be a stronaghold
of survivors of a larger Japanese oubfit and an observation

post of our entire besach head and perimetsr. We were to
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take a couple of cans of rations, absolu

]
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that we would eliminate any sxcess nolse, and to lay a
telephons line for good communications. Radios were only Lo

be wsed for emerdencies.

We worked our way through an Army unit whose oircul ar
defense was around an isolated hilltop. We had mades good
progress without finding any ensmy resistance and probably
not being observed because of the cover provided by traees

and by aenerally following a partiglly dry strean bead.

Coming out from under this cover, we discovered a
clearing with kunai arass where we foraned a skirmish line to
cross the clearing uphill toward another lTine of trees. A
small advance group foroed & point to this advance. Aabout
hald way across this grassy arsa, we cams undsr extremely

deadly enemy rifle and maching gun fire. This appsared to

3]

he a well dug-in force with a field of fire covering the

ined several caualties to our

it

st

I

4]

entire clearing. )iz

puint before w2 couwld hit the deck and remained pinned down
for several hours from this murderous fire, and we ware
unabzte to pinpoint any targets for returning their

recaption.

As suddenly as it had started it ceased. We were able

to move about and attend to casualties for a short while

hbefore a second barrage of small arms fire beagan again.




irg water to one of owr caualbties who was on a streatoher,

i

I nuticed him roll off the stretoher. He said that he was

oo high as we could s

th

ik
i

ara

gl

£ being cut by the Firing

dust a ltittle higher than ow helmets.,

3

A second Tull in their firing and we were ordered to
ITeave this esxposed area and move back Lo where we had
encountered the Army. As we did this, darkness was
beginning to settle in. It was alresady gquite dark wunder the
cover of the trees, and when all but the Tast of ouwr troops
wers undaer way , following the samse stream bed that was used
el ier as the phone 1ine was made. We contacted our
artillery and by directing and locating where their shells

ware landing, we gave back to the =nemy a taste of what they

Fracd given us, only we gave 1t with much bhigger weapons.

Movement was made even slowsr as 1t was soon pitch

dark and the silence was broken as we bumped into ona
8

i

another or as swearing began by somsons who had
inadvertently found a water hole. This nighttime manswver
with so many men was a first and lTast for us as normally
nobody moved in the dark . The stusbling and grumbl ing snded
whan we ware within the Army’s perimeter where we decided to

lTie riaht down on the trail.

This Fitful rest was most welcome and the only movement

or noiss was that of the doctors and corpsmen attending to
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the wounded. The coming of dawn arrived and boats wers

i

calied to come up the river to evacuate the wounded. Oue
Army hosts invited us to a breakfast of delicious pancakes,
and without mess gear, we enjoved them using owr all purpose
stee] helmets, a spoon maybe, but more than likely our
fingers. Thay maintained a field kitchen riaht where they

1

wenrre Tocated, untike ow svstem of Targer gallsys in a mors

SECuUre rear arsga.

This mention of cooking raemninded me earlisr of our
galieys being the target of "Fistol Fete.” When he, FPistol

vinag From the erosene burners

i
i

Fete, would cbserve smobks o

i

il

water was needed to steriliz:

i

used to heat water, since ho
the mess gear and cooking wbensils from any accoumulation of
grease to forestall casess of diarrhea, he demonstrated his

acouracy . Many a gas field stove was disabled by Pietol ‘s

iy

shrapnst .

It became evident that if we werse o kesp our gallevs
in business, we nesded a repairman.  RNews of my watoh
rapalrman, J. J. Olausen, who had perforosd his genius for
othaers was soon made known, and he now would try‘tm kesp us

atimg. He was able to scavenge parts from one unit to

Y

repair another, and he made great progress until an accident

5]

while using high test air plans gas seversly burned him. He

(NEE vacuated to either New Hebrides or Caledonia for

i
i
i

treatment and was beina retuwrned by ship when he fell into
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the open hold aboard it. The mnext time that I was to sees

fFim was in New Zealand at Siverstream Hospital . Hs was

conpletely encased in a body cast with only the use of one
arm. Soma time after my vieit, I was told that the burns
under the cast would not heal and that may have caused his

death, a fact that I have never been able to verify. Showld

e

his be trus, he was the only one of my section Lo pass away

althouwah all of us suffered from all the maladies of the

islands and over half were returned to the states from New

Zealand as a result.

§

It’'s no wonder that "Fisteol Pete, Major Tani," in

Tetters to Guadalcanal said, "I+ I had not been in the “Hell

Istand,’ I would never have known vou."

We retwrrned from ows Christmas Day experience that had

exhausted all ow physical stremnath  and was ong of our last

HH

major actions, to a more static defensive position. Near
the end of January, w2 ware located somewhere nese Lungil
Foint paying ouwr last respects to thoss who had given their
lTives during the me2arly six months of struaggle for what was

about to end in a victory.

Whilte in this debarking ares, I realized that I had
only ong Japanesg souvenir. To correct this, I made a
nearly 111 +ated terip alone up beyond the Matanikau where

fresh gresn units were advancing along the coast. On this
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Juurney a member of the Army Al Force from Henderson Field
had Joined in a muetual guest for something to take homs.
Soon we found soldiers advancing in a formed skirmish Tine
with some 500 yards of bresak between these lines and the
Following 1ines. The two of us thought that i+ we weant
torward between these ltines, we would have both safety to
our front and to the rear. W2 had progressed some distance
Deyond Foint Cruz and a beached and burned out Japanase
supply ship when somsone in the 1ine behind got "trigger
happy " thinkimg that he’d ssen one of the famous snemy tres
top snipers and he commenced firing. The 1ine ahead,
fearing an attack $rom the rear, ra2tuwrned the fire with the
two of us hugaing the ground in bestween. When fthey were
finally able to stop +iring, my new-+found companion decided
that he'd do without amny further ssarch for souvenirs. My
decision was somewhat the same sxcept that I would take a
Just covered where we had seen siagns

closer ook at the

=

i
n

of a supply dump. On oy retuwrn trip to this dump ares, I
found large amounts of the ensmey’s personal sguipment,
along with some large artillery pisces abandoned in trees
right where they had been taken from ships and barges.
Lonking closer, ths barrel of a rifle that was partially
buried reminded me of a possible booby trap, and to overcome
that possibiltity, I tied a wire to the barrel so that by
standing behind a tree, I could retrieve it safely. This

worked as I had planned and even better yet becauss it
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¥ a total of the
Ficking up a small boo
writften in Japansss, &
to ouws area,. Next cam

the same ship t

zarlier.

Not 1ong sther g

confiscate all enemy w

and only by quick acti
operator of bths "Sedun
placse to hide thes rifld
place was for bhim o k
sataly to ow camp at

Later, when Jim K

to the Naval Hospital

prevall upon him to ta
was for him to kesp on
call my brothsr who 114
dalivery of the one th

by hitch hiking down Highway 101,

howl der, to a meeting

fAboard ship and h

maal

@e carbins type 25 caliber rifles.

Elet and some other papsrs, all

nd the three ritles, T soon retuwrned

zsident

& orders to go aboard (=g

hat we had arrived on a VR A

tting under way, orders wers aiven to

gapons that had besen brouaght aboard,

onoand the from the sailor

[ a

i

Stand" was & sate

I hiding

The price paid for this

sen one of themi the other two madse 14

Mokay s Urossing in New Zealand.

mage] was to be evaruated and returned

Corona, California, I was able to

=

T +1 along. e prics again

FoN

e r =S

@&, and on his first leave he would

an Diego to arrange for sate

1}

vad in

at I still possess. Jim made the trip

the rifle slung over his

on Broadway with my brother Howard.

2aded for New Zealand, I enjoved the

Tugwries of good g, clean clothes, and a sharp razor
that made the removal of my goatee and handlebar moustsche
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mush 2asier tharn I related earlizr in this narrative. Later

i

atter telling my family of my "handlebar’ and using socap to
twirl it, their disbelief caused ms Lo grow another Tater on
during a tour at Kodiak, Alaska. This time, howsaver, I

zaved the twirl as evidence along with a pictwe teo prove of

its existence.

Mow atter 47 vears since leaving the island of
Guadalcanal and with the heip of "Fistol Pete Tani" who
located a son of the owner of the souvenir savings booklst

that I picked up so many yvears ago, [ have returned the

(i3]

ookl et to the owner’s famiiy. ince its return, the son

has sent pictures of his family and ong of his father who

apparently was a casualty on Buadalcanal . He also related

that the Japanese government had not notified the family for

i
i

1OMS .

i

SRS

i

sevaral years, noe did they return any of his po

>

The previously mentioned contact with Masaichiro

who had survived the sssualt on Tanambogo,

eacaping by swimming to Florida Island, was also made
possible by "Fistol Pete TANI," since neither HANIAWSA OR
MIYABAWA cam writs in English. Tani transiated all
correspondence both from them and to them, all without

chargs inciuding phone calls.

I had read an account in the Echoss of MIYAGAWA'S

escaps and wanted to ask him if he miaht be or at Teast he




miaht know of the POW that was brought to us by the nabives
on Tulaai. The FOW had a flare pistol hung by & string

around his neck withowth ammunition. I stiil have this

Japanese flare pistol, but he was unable to establish the

fi
]
Ui
]
L
i3

identity of the FOW that had had the pistol. Ha als
that nome of the other FOW's will let it be known that they
had bsen captuwred, saying that they wsre of the old schoo)

s owaz a dishonor .

i

and that captur

Im conclusion, thess stories are an attempt on my part

to try to establish the fact that the Second Marine Regimsnt

was an integral part of the first invasion’s assuwalt on and

captuwre of the Japanese held Solomon Isltands in 1942, HMost

of the weritten history has dealt with only that parit of the

campaign of the First Marine Division that was in command
and ignores the important part played by the Navy Seabees

and @rmy units who were the first to reinforce the original

tanding units.
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