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Earl, one morning abJut the middle of April, 1859, John Hess. 

now of V'ab sh. Cass County, came to our claim hons , hammered on 

the door and said, "Jump right ava quick! 

my mooles!" 

Dem d--n Pan es stole 

B sunE1se a party consisting of John Hess, Henry Cook, Theobald 

Vallery, John Kr~uth and myself 

kets and rms, e.ild on the trail. 

re in the saddle, 1th our blan­ 

e atrupk it quite plsin. near 

Squire T ompson's pl ce o Cedar Creek (no the aptain Hoover f-rm), 

B:fxlcaitda e went nenrly to th~ he d of Pawnee creek which was .-a._ 

running va.nk-full of ice and ater, end then across to Salt creek 

ford, arriving about 4 o'clock p.m •• and found t.h0 fe settlers 

flocked in there, xpecting an attack from the '¥7awnee. 'e stopped 

at "Old iggins'" house , O'r"\ the cast sid of tha creek, just ·here 

Den is Det:ta now 11-v e. He was very much e cited, as the Indians 

h d killed one of his oxen (he had only two,) s.nd what worried 

him most the· h d stolen the only ax he ha4, and another could not 

be got nearer th£n Plattsmouth, involving a tri~ oft~~ or thr~e 

da s, and he h d not1linf to cut wood ·1th in the me n t tme , 

lhile e ere there a laughable incident occured. Henry Cook 

nd I rode down to the ford to ater our horses. nd right t 

the edge of the creek stood squaw, load~d do ·n 11th plunder from 

some house below. She had the oomple te end of a cottai: e bedsfiead 

strapped on lier be.ck with thongs o:f buff lo hide passing around 

her waist. he uppe ~•part Id sl nted ba ·k from hor body a.nd se- 

cured by b nd h Lch ent around h r forehead.1 In the space 
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betwe n her back and the boards she had a lot of clothes. a 

feather bed tick, about two bushels of corn nd sundry other 

articles. She had .tsken off one moccasin, and while she was 

stooping over, in the act of taking o.ff the other I rode up 

to her, and before she knew I was tl .. ere slashed the thongs with 

my hurntfng ·knife letting the whole load drop. She gave one 

screem and plunged into th creek with the bedstead still hand 

ing to h r, n by the time she got to the west bank the 
CV/4 

as u. to her nose. She caught hold of some willows 

self and droping her trail, s t s r t ed .for the :est on a run. 

Our uuper oonsidted of a m 11 iece of bacon, plenty of 

corn-bread. mixed with a.lt:cand w t e r only, and coff e , de of 

parched corn. The next day onr bre kf at as .the same, -,1 thout th<: 

bacon. xa'i:tKJ+X'&~XWBXJCXll1i.sBingx The nest morning, one 
a ,eek l ter · 

night gone, \allery and Kr uth ·ere missing, e found them at home 

They deserted because fear of sculpin~ as stron er in them than 

love of glory. 

We remainded all day at the ford• ·ai tin ror reinforcements .. 

and thinking e would have a little fun i th the Pawnee.·. At 

night p rt of us moved up to Samuel ~tfillb :ugh' s bridge over 

the ahoo creek. northwest of Ashland. ,e took some planks from i1 

the bridge and put out a gvard, 'illiam D. Hill nd Sam1Jel Aughe 

armed ith shotguns, the rest of us t kint shelter besidn a hay 

stack as 1t was quite cold. e were undisturbed until. just s 

ib began to get lifht in the morning, we heard a ch llenge from 

the guards ind running to the bridge, about fifty yards away, we 

fonnd th t they;'..I' 11118m D. Hill nd John Auehe, h d e. youag 
~,tl!n 

Indian wotmm on th0 br age. He had stolen .:, pony belonging to one 
.r: 

of the settlers ( trotto-1'1 and had ac ,. and a b e.nket :f1 lled i th 

corn. 



e kept the pony~ but thou ht 1 t best t(, let the Indi n go, s 

he waa only a boy about eight,. en or bwenty years )ld. e es- 

corted him over the btidge. pointed to xt·the west and yelled at 

him to go. The boys shot over him to stimulate his retre-t nd 

hen he looked back and sa the guns trained down on him. he beg n 

jumping zig-zag. 

The :follov.ing winter and apr rng most of the Pawnee• s are camped 

on the b nks and islands of the Platte .Hiver. The de~iltry of two 

men ·ho h d be on left in charge o-f some shanties situated on the 
e st b nk of :..:;aJ. t Creek, a short distance belo the place ·here 

the B. & t. ailroad dnpot n stands led to these troubles 1th 

the Pa nee. About ten dsys before sturtea on our expedition 

the e men run off ·i th twenty ponies and mules bel •n lnr to the 

Pa nee nd two Ind t ane wh o followed thelbr trail were su ppoaed to 

have been k1lle as they ere never seen gain. hen the awnee 

robbed the houses, they took everything they o uld c rry and des­ 

troyed the rest. In ripping a feather bed open. they found two 

fresh Indivn scalps, hich set them ild. This oocured the day 

e got to Salt Creek Ford. ·· e sent a courier for Snmel llis 

Lhe old interpreter who came the second day and went to the Pawnee 

camp alone. He would not let any of us go with him for fer we 

would make trouble. 
~ 

·e s t e, ed at the ~~or several dEtys, but didn • t ge'f, our 

mules, but fortunately1~idn't get into any difficulty. At present 

I.recall tho name of the members of the expedition as follows; 

'illiam D. Hill, Charles .:, . ortme.n of South Bend; John, Jsmes nd 

Jacob Au&he; Lee arbritton; John. Curtis and Nelson Sheffer 

of Ashland, and out Plattsmouth boys. 


