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FARLY TROUBLES WITH TEE PAWNEES IN CASS COURNTY.
By Henry C. Mcliaken,
| (Plattsmouth,Nebr.)

Earln one morninglsbout the middle of April, 1859, John Fess,
now of Wabash, Cass County, ceme to our ¢laim house, hammered on
the door and said, "¥ump right avey guick! Dem d--n Pawnees stole
my mooles!"™

By sunslse a party consisting of John Hess, Henry Cook, Theobald
Callery, John Kreuth and myself were in the saddle, with our bvlan-
kets and erms, edd on the trail. %e struck it quite plain, near
Squire Thompson's place on Cedar Creek {now the Captain Hoover ferm),
afxRawnee We went nearly to the head of Pawnee Creek which was -a—
running vank-full of ice and water, &nd then across to Salt Creek
ford, erriving about 4 o'clock p.m., and found the few settlers
floeked in there, expecting &n attack from the\bawnee. We stopped
at "0ld Wiggins'"™ house, omthe east side of the creek, jﬁst where
Dennis Detn now lives. He was very much exciébd, &s the Indians
hed killed one of his oxen (he hed only two,) and what worried
him most they hed stolen the only ax he had, snd another could not
be got neerer then Plattsmouth, involving altrip of two or three
days, and he h&d notling to cut wood with in the meantime.

While we were there & lsughable incident occured. FHenry Cook
eand I rode down to the ford to water our horses, &nd right at
the edge of the creek stood a squew, loaded down with plunder from
some house below, Che had the complete end of a cottace bedsﬁﬁead
strapped on her back with thongs of bmffelo hide passing around
her waist. The upper part mf slented back from her body and se-

cured by & band which went around her forehead.i In the space




el

between her back and the boserds she had & lot of clothes, &
feather bed tick, about two bushels of corn and sundry other
articles. ©She had tsken off one mocéasin, end while she was
stooping over, in the act of teking off the other I rode up
to her, &nd before she knew 1 was there slashed the thongs with
hy'hunting'knife letting the whole load drop. She gave one
screaem and plunged into the creek with the bedstedd still hand
ing to her, &nd by the time she got to the west bank the water
, arag aﬁ"} )
wes up to her nose. She caught hold of some willows maﬁé%g her
self and droping Eer treil, sterted for the weat on & run.

Our supper considted of a smell piece of becon, plenty of

corn-bread, mixed with sel@nend water only, end coffee mede of

perched corn. The next day our breekfast was the same, without the

bacon, XmxXkmryxpxixErzmihxwersxmtssingx The nemt morning, one

& week later
night gone, Vallery and Krsuth were micsing, we found them at home

They deserted because fear of scalping was stroager in them than
love of glory.

We remainded all day st the ford, waiting for reinforcements,
end thinking we would have & little fun wgth the Pawnee. At
night part of us moved up to Ssmuel EBtembaugh's bridge over
the Wahoo creek, northwest of 4shlend. We took some planks from %
the bridge and put out & gvard, ¥illiaem D. Hill and Samuel Aughe
armed with shotguns, the rest of us teking shelter beside a hay
steck as it was quite cold. We were undisturbed until, just as
it begdn to get 1lifht in the morning, we heard a challenge from
the guards end running’to the bridge, ebout fifty yerds away, we
found that they, Williem D, H41ll &nd John Aughe, hed e young

W&mﬂf.-
Indien women on the br%dge. He hed stolen & pony belonging to one
T et
of the settlers (trotter) and haed & scek and & b enket filled with

corn.
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We kept the pony, but thought it best to let the Indian go, as

he was only & Loy about eightren or bweunty years -1d. We es-
corted him over the btidge, pointed to Xt the west and yelled at
him te go. The boys shot over him to stimulate his retreat and
when he looked back and saw the guns treined down on him, he began
SJumping zig-zsag.

The following winter end apring most of the Pawnee's were éamped
on the benks and islands of the Platte kiver. The deviltry of two
men who hed becn left in charge of some shanties situasted on the
east benk of velt Creek, & short distence below the place where
the B. & M. Reilroad drpot now stends led to these troubles with
the Pawnee. About ten deys before we sturted on our expedition
these men ren off with twenty ponies and mules bel nging to the
Pawnee and two Indiens who followed thedr trail were sunposed to
heve been killed as they were never seen agein, When the Pawnee
robbed the houses, they took everything they could carry and des-
troyed the rest. In rioping & feether bed open, they found two
fresh Indigsn scalps, which set them wild. This occured the dsy
we got to Salt Creek Ford. Ve sent & courier for S:muel Allis
the 01ld interpreter who came the second dsy end went to the Pawnee
camp slone. He would not let any of us go with him for fear we
would make troﬁble.

We stagodvat the F;rdvzér several days, but didn't géé,our
mules, but fortunately,ggdn't get into any difficulty. At present
I recall the mame of the members of the expedition as follows;
Williem D. Hill, Charlés 8. Wortmen of South Bend; John, Jemes &nd
Jacob Aughe; Lee Warbritton; John, Curtis and Helson Sheffer
of Ashland, &nd out Plattsmouth boys.
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