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In • ; 1860, a;.. we pulled into camp at Fremont pr1ngs, on the 

PlC:.tte river e.bouve Fort UcPherson, ith a. freighting outfit of five 

or six ox teams. one or t o yokes to a team. "Poj>.pop!" ent a. revolver. 
e :found that a big bully of the border ruffi n style had ehot the h ~ 

other oft a. vegon, 

This fellow. who w s drunk, was w&lking beside a wagon hen the 

driver ked him to ride. The ruffian soon became quarrelsome. and the 

driver UK pushed him off the ae t to the ground. As he pulled his 

gun the driver jumped down upon him, receiving two bullets, one in the 

mouth hi ch knocked out two teeth and cut. the tongue ne rly off• the 

other lodging in the b-ck_At!:t,neck. The assail&nd s promptly 

knuckled don, by a blow eetween the ears and tied to a wagon heel. 

After ._.unper we ssembled in the corral of a freighting party. 

organized a court, elected a captain and dre a jury of t~elve men, 

of born Osc&r F. Johnson end myself ere th~ only ones I knew. 

~he priatner was peprese ted by pre char ~ ho haop ened to be 

in the -0om any ije served. Re had no defense t0 make, but baggested 

that he could ray. The jury however, told him the g me had not yet 

got to that point for prayer. The proseeutoi- as :agon-boss of a 

bull-outfit. nd he we.a a dand~ with his mouth. After all the evi­ 

dence was in t:..nd oth sides h d done their talkin .. , the jury ent to 

the bar-room of the r nch ( about midnight) to lleliberate. ?heir first 

bullot stood ten for murder, and t o blanks. Jol;mson and myself in­ 

sisted that the crime co u'l d not be murder bec auae the man waa not 

dead. Johnson was a druggist, and we culled him "Doc tor-"; After 

several ballots bed been taken ·e decided to send nDootor11 Johnson 
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to examine the wouided man to ascert in bis ch'nces for recovery. 
. ~ ~;t¼ 

hen he came back and reported thnt he thought the:t. he mner would 

live. we adjourned until after breakf~st. Then o met again nd 

t lked the ms.tter ove r , e found t1e wounded man much better, &nd his 

friends asked us net to give a verdict for hanging; so ·e decided 

that the prisoner should have one hundred 1 shes on his bs re br ck. Thi: 

rnwt ,-.-1th the S.·'"lproval of almost all the crows. By this time the stages 

from both directions and also other outfits nd ranchmen lu:!d pulled 

in. until there ,ere about two hundred persons present. 

,e got barr,l snd laid the risoner belly do ·n upon it, and 

made him fast \· i th lariats tied o his hands and feet ·nd to four 

st kes which , e had driven into the ground. In the efantimo. ten niecei 

of p per, marked "ith an X togeth r 1th a lot of blanks, were put into 

a. hat hich s p used around unti 1 the aners rar e all dra n out. 

Each man who (S.rew am rked slip had to five the con·ict ten lashes 

with one for luck. "'e formed a circle. 1th drawn guns. and carriod 

out the sentence. 

Uumber one stepped up with his hip-- a hickory stock v:·ith a 

sm 11 la.sh obout three feet long tenderfoot thing which wouldn't have 
) 

killed a fly. umber two was a st ge--driver. Heh d a long six-mule 

whip on & h lebone stock, ~nd every one of his twenty-two strokes drew 

blood from th~ cut, six or seven inches long. Humber three was a cross 

old elahma.n who was crazy to kill the fellow. He had a three-brr.dded 

doubled rawhid lariat about three feet long, and ev-ery st11kke r ised 

the victim off the b ,rrel. He also g ·ve t ,enty-two La ahee , n,' a ·1ted 

to fill out all the balance; but e rould not let him. The rest of us 

the full limit ~mti 1 the fellows back and body looked like a map in 

hi h colored chinese heiroglyphics. · 

'i'hen thC" prisoner ws.s released he anted to sh ke hands with the 
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jury nd the preacher; but he a not e:e~ c...i:,-i. • We 

pointed to the road leaeiint to Misso11ri an d lold him to "git"+ with the 

admonition th.ct if he was found drunk again bef·1re he crossed the 

river 1 t 01Jld L"t[, en de& th. 
1e found out afterwards thit he eot to isaouri e.m- he• he 

joined a band of iush ackers and as captured and hung in 1863. 

Among the old-time~s who were· present at the trial were Jack 
llorrow, John and Jed Gillman, Old Jules _ 

Ed Joran and Old Joe Jew~tt, Geo. c,(. Fa.'irfield. 


