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STATEMENT OF: CHARLES RAYMOND STARKWEATHER,
taken at the Nebraska State !
Penitentiary, Lincoln, Ncbrlnkar
&t 2130 o'oclock p. m., on
j
Saturday, Pebruary 1, 1958,
TAKEN BY; Hr, Elmer N. Scheele,
County Attorney, Lancaster
County, Mebraska. !'
ALSO PRESENT: Mr. Merle C,. Karnopp,

Sheriff, Lancaster County,
Nebraslka;

Robert J, Stein, M. D.
Lincoln, Nebraska.

Reporter; Rlmer Shamberg

QUESTIONS BY MR, 3CHEELE ;

Q-

Y B
7/9JF

Where did you 80 from theref é&%”ﬂzi'» B 4
A- We went over to 27th Street ind headed south on
27th, went out to Tate's.

And where is Tate's located?

A~ On the highway; I don't Mnow What --

The highway to Beatrice?

A- Yes,

South of Lincoln?

T -
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(Statement of Charles R. Starkweather)

A~ Yes, sir,

What did you do there?

A= I had the flat tire fixed,

What time of the day was that?

A- Oh, it must have been about 11 o'slock.

In the morning?

A- Yes,

How long were you there?

A~ Adbout a half an hour,

And what did you do?

A- Well, Caril went in and get four hamburgers, and
I was back there wateching them fix the tire.

Hhcri was your ocar paried?

A- Out back.

In behind Tete's?

A- Yes,

Wow is Tate's on the east or west side of the highway?
A- It's on the east -- west.

And was your car then west of Tate's filling station
and ocafe, behind it there?

A- Yes.

While the tire was being fixed?

A- Yes.

Who fixed the tire, do you know?

A- Well, there was a couple.
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(Statement of Charles R: Starkweather)

Q- Did you ever go into the cafe?

A- les; I went in there and -« I gave Caril & ten

dollar bill, and I went in and got the change.

Q- Did you buy anything in there?

A= No, I paid for the hamburgers.

Q= Did you buy anything besides the hamburgers at that

time”
A= JNot in the restaurant.

Q- Or there at all”

A- In the filling station I bought two boxes of 28's,

and a box of 410's.

Q- You bought two boxes of 22-rifle shells~”
A= Yes.

Q- What type?

A- A short, and, a, rifle head.

Q= One box of short 28 caliber rifle bullets and one box

of long hollow nose, and one box of 410 shotgun gauge

shells?

"' !..‘ '1'6 70

Q- Do yeu know what make the shetgun shells were”

A= They are Remingtom.
Q= Do you knew what color they were?

A- QOreen.

Q- And do you know what make the rifle shells were?

A- I think they were the same.
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(Statemeni of Charles R, Starkweather) s

Th‘n after you iett Tate's, uhcr; did yoﬁmkéf

A- Well, we got @ map of Kansas and Missouril and

Nebraska. !

What direction did you go when you left Tate's then? i

A- We headed south, ;

And where did you go? . i
244 C2

A- Came to the first turn off, about a half a mile I

or three-quarters of a mile from Tate's,

And then where did you go?

A- ¥We turned and headed eaat, ;

Where did you go then? |

A- VWent as far as the road went, about a mile and a

half.

Where did you go from there?

A~ VWe turned and headed back north,
¥here were you and Caril planning to go at that time? é

A- Oh, nowhere at all, we were heading for Bennet, }

if I vould get there. ”%,/’l
Did Caril know at that time what had happened to her

family? E
A- No, I don't believe she did, |
Had you told her?

A- No,

Had she asked you anything about them?

A- NO ]

OISR W ot i, maw oo ae e o A&




18
19
20
2
22
a3
24

25

Q-

Whers did you plan to go?

(SLatement of Charles R. Starkweather)

A- At that time?

Yes.

A- I never,

What did you do the rest of the aftermeen?

A- You mean planning to leave town or anything like
that?

Yes.

A- Well, I was planning on going to Bennet.

What were you geing to do?

A- I thought we might --

Do you know people out there?

A= I lnow that territory around there.

How do you happen to know the territory around Bennet?
A- I used te go hunting around there all the time,
Any particular place where you used to hunt?

A~ Yeas; down at Rsyer's section down there,

At August Meyer fam?

A- Yes,

Whare i3 that from Bemnet?

A= Oh, about five miles east of Bennet.

It could be less than that, eould it?

A- It eould be,

Did you go to the August Meyer farm that afternoon?

A- Yeas; we got back on that new highway that they
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(Statement of Charles K. Starkweather)

built that goes up through that way, it goes by the

State Patrol theres,

The new highway?

A- Yes,

That goes from Lineoln to Bennet and then on east?
A- Yes; we went through that way there,

And drove to Bennet?

A~ Yes,

Did you go through the town of Bennet?

A~ Yes, I did,

And then where did you go from Bennet?

A= Well, I headed for the Meyer's farm down there,
About what time was that?

A= Probably around noen,

On Monday?

A- Yes.

Did you go to Meyer's fam?

A« MNoj we pulled up there in this south, or, the
west drive there and got stuck, there was a lot of

hard sndw there,

And that west drive leads into the Neyer farm from
& sounty road that runs north and -w&?‘nt of the
Neyer farmm?

A- Yas.

Is that clear te you?
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A~ Yes.

And this lane then runs east and west, is that oorr.otf
A~ Yes,

And where the lane oconnects with the ceunty road are
there any buildings at that location?

A+ There was,

Where was that?

A- There was a schoelhouse there.

Where from the lane and the road?

A- Xt would be on the north, on the northwest -- {t !
would be the north -« on the road it would be east
and on this lane going W into it, it would be north.
In other words the 0ld schoolheuse dbuilding was north

of the lane that leads into the Meyer farm!?

(Statement of Charles R. Starkweather) { T
. |
|
I

A- Yes.
And east of the county road, on the east side of the |
county road, is that right?

A- Yesn.

What 1s there now where the schoolhouse used to be?
A- Wood,

The building has been tern down?

A~ Yes.

Is there anything elase there on the property?

A= There is a hole in the ground,

What kind of a hole is that? SRS PR
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(Statement of Charles R, Starkweather)

A- —in-lﬁgﬁl like a ;oab shelter,
How is it made?

A- Cement u;llod, brick and pavement, er, brick in
the basement, I dea't lmow,

How do you get into 1t?

A- From the top.

And how do you get dowm?

A- On steps.

You got stuck them just on that laab as you were
turning onto the, off the county road?

A- xt was about twenty feet off the ecounty road going

up that lane.

“"Which diteh did yeu get stusk in?

A- Ne didn't get stuck in the diteh, wa got stuek
there at the lane, the snow was pretty herd,

Vhat did you de them?

A- Well, I tere out my reverse gear trying to get it
out.

Then what did you do?

A- Well, we got pretty celd and we jJust went over
there and got inside of that hole in the ground,
Now lomg did you stay there?

A= Adout ten mimutes.

What did yeu do them?

A- Why, I got the guns, and we walked om up to the
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{statement of Charles R. FraTrweR ther )

Heoyorts farm,

And whaat gung &id you take them?

A- Just the 810 and the 32.
You hed ne 28 caliber weapon?
A~ Kot &t that time,

¥hy did you buy 2R sbells?

A~ I had my brother’s 2 then,
Yo, I somn at Tate’s that day, that is Meonday, Janvary i
27th, lest Nenday?
A~ Vo8 . !

Did you pian on getiing & 28 callber weapon?

A~ Hoj; I was, I must have thowgh% ¥ s%ill had his

gwn, X don’t know.

FaghRTE ¢ 5

!
|
|
At any rate yew took the 410 sawed off shotgun and ‘
the 32 pistol with you and Cariliwhen yew went down !

|

in the save?

A- And the Mmife, |
Apd the #nife; and nov long 414 you stay down there?

A~ About ten minuies. |

;
i

And then what happened?

A- Well, 1 took the pilstel and the gum &and gave Qaril

the imife, and we waiked over Lo the fam.
Whose farm?

|
s
|
|
i
'
)
|
i
|
{
!

A- MKeyeris.

}

And what time wovid you sy it waas when you got Lo th.;

- R e -
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Q-

(statement of Charies R. Starmeathar)
farmhouse? - -
A- Ok, probably abeut 2 o'elosk,

Kow far is 1t frem where you left your oar to the
August Meyer farmhouse?

A~ MWaybe less than 2 helf & mile,

And is that e2ill im Lanogaster County?

A- Yos.

A3 far as you o ?

A~ Yes.

Was anyone there at the August Meyer famm?

A- W¥ell, we didn®t ge exactly to the fam, we went
dewn into, there's a dbara thers, there's & deal
undermeath his barn, and we went inside his barm u\d‘
get warmed up.

¥hich barm is th&t, the big one?

A- That's the big one.

Wnat direstioa is that frem the houss?

A- South.

And west?

A- Yes, it feaces adbat, Just peinting south.

How lamg did you stay there under the barm?

A= Abeut five minutes.

Then what did you deo?

A- We walieed on up to the house.

——— e et & Ao 7 a0 @ 01 A LA L

Q- And what did you Go whes vou got up te the nouse?
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(Statement of Charles R. Starkweather)
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Q-

-

A= ;011. a doc was barking; x ;ot. on the porch and
he came out,

Whe came out?

A~ HNeyer.

And where were you stamding whem he cams out?
A- On the poreh.

Where was Caril?

A~ She was with me.

And were you oarrying any veapeam at that time?
A- I was carrying the 410,

Was it loaded?

A Yoo,

Was it a single shet weapon?

A- It would held three shells,

An sutomatie?

A= Nej belt astion,

'er.ltnremtomdoorntdidmdoor

. 8ay?

A- I sasked him, I told him we were stusk in the ditoh
and aslosd him if he weuld pull us out,

And what did he say?

A- Ne said he would put his coat om, and we walked -~
What did you de then?

& We walkked en dowm to the bam,

-A-__And then what heppened?
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(Statement of Charles R. Stariseather)
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Q-

A VWell then, he Just started arguing areund with me,
Whe started arguing aroumd with yeu?

A= I dea't remember what happoned new, but we was

salking about 1%,

Then what hagpened -- whe is "we?”

A= All three of ws.
Mtw@onpupt\-umm?

A= Why, he said for us to wait cutside, and if we

- wanted, u;.mmm-muuumm'mm

.ﬂnrn{u.

»id you?

A= Re.

Pid he go baek in the heuse?

&~ Yes.

And where did you stay?

A= Well, OCari]l -~ I den't know where Caril was, I
den’t meovw whother she stayed areund em the bask or
whother she stayed on the side or what, I walked
around in the bask.

In other words whem you say you wallmd arveund in the
baslkk, whish side of the heuse were yeu?

A= Bast -- I walled arcund the esst side.

S0 the house faces west?

.A- No, the heuse fases south.

——

-l

Q- Vell mew, 1ot ms put it this way. M«uldboggl?___

R SOp SR
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(statemsnt of Charles R. Starimweather)
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umdtmtinsuttknuthohnr farm, 1o
that pessible? |

A= The way it ia mow, I think I am,

At any rate 41d Nr, Meyer after you and he and Caril
left the dbam --

A We didn't go in the barn, we went as far as te the
barm,

Well after yeu came bask te the hewse frem going down
te the barn, whiech doowr did he g9 inte te emter the
Wi ? |

9- The dask deeor,

And Shat 13 the dask deor that opns off of a duilt in
_poreh there?

& Yes.

And that 15 the door that is Just near the eutbuilding
mnuummwnmcm'pumwv
A Yes,

Which is dehind the house?

A» Yes,

After Nr. Meysr wamt inte the bask deer of his heme
wat did you éo? |

& Well, I just steed out there,
Whore did you stand?

A= VWell, about -« well, the direstions there new -«

bandix. ]




(Statement of Charies R. Stariveather)
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would be east?

Yo,

A~ Whish way weuld be south?

Lot me ask you this; is there anything between the
house and this eutbuildiag? -

A~ Juwst & sidewalk,
Auanngulmmumum-mmun
bask doer of Mr. Nayer's heme?

A o) I was standing off te the side,

Were you them betwesn the sidewalk and the heuse?
A~ Reo,

Or were yeu opposite the sidewalk frem the heuse?
A= Well, the pisture of that -

¥here were you stamding whem Nr. Neyer wemt in the
bask deor of his house?

5 Vell, abeut right here (indisating) then,

Next, clese to, the hsuse?

A~ Yes; abeut a feet frem the sidewalk and sbeut twe

foet out frem the house,
And did yeu stay there in that pesitiem all the time

he was in the house?

& Yes.

Bow leng was he in the heuse?
A= I éon't lmev,

Ben he came out What happened? ‘t'
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(statement of Charles R. Starkweather)

13

A~ Bo oome out and I wasa't paying mush attemtiom te
him, and he wvalked wp here (indisating) -

- Walled where?

A Well, he walled asrcas the pereh,

Yes.

A~ Juat stuck the gun out and pulled the trigger.
hnlb‘uthpr‘.ﬂd“ﬂl?
A-.I‘ﬂ'ttmuhlhmdutt, bosauoes I
wsn's leeking for 1it,

What did he do?

A~ Ne had § 22, he had & repesting rifles.

And where did the shet that e fired strile?

A~ It missed, |

Riseed what?

A~ Ry hoad,

What did you do tham?

A- Wall, he, he Surmed areund and started ruwwming
baskk in the house, and I jJust stepped em the pereh
uhen he got teo the deoer,

et did you do them?

A I shet him,

Vith whes?

A= A N9,

And he was Just 2t the deer, the basgk dede?

A Tes,
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'h; a—uo door that he hul Just come out a few minutes

before?
A- Yes.

And where were you standing whem you fired the shotgum?
A- I wasa't en the porch, I juss stuck the gun through
it, Just bemd it around the serner,

And where did your shet strile him?

A I dem't lmow, it busted the windew,

¥hieh windew?

A- On the deor,

Do you think that the, that yeur shet, strusk him

in the head or the dedy?

A- I den't Inew,

Pid you aim?

A= I never,

¥hat hepponed when he was hit?

A~ He, he dropped, right mew.

¥here was Caril when this happened?

A- 8he was around the serner,

Waieh corwer?

A> Well, let's gee --

Of the house?

A~ Yes; like this (indisating) was the bask of the
house, she'd be over here (indisating) semewhere, OF
she sould be way dewm the field.

f

(
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(Statement of Charles nm-thor)

1 | Q- h“mtmmcomrlmooutbomth

side of the heupe?

A Ye8,

‘| Q- and what did yeu de then when he went down?

A= 1 told her te some OM.

¢ | g- what 4id you do?

A~ xuldhoruunuunm.

s |q- Where did she eeme in?

A= mmmu‘u.

10 |@= Right where he was lying?

11

A= Yeou.

12 Q- Amd what did yeu do?

13

4

18 <

A~ VWell, X, m'o'm.xmtuumwm
m.mxnmmmm.-‘xn»nm.m
mmxmnummxamm-ouzu

the other house.

A Yo8.

4 ﬁ.- fo the eutbuilding Just behind the h 0?

_:‘a-lmdummhunummumv
B xmnummwhum.

B o the growd, or what?

A On Sho siéewall,

& Tos,

T 1.
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(Statement of Charles R. Stariweather)

18

A- I think weeden, csement, I den't Imow.
G~ mcm@mmutﬂhunthhuroﬂm
drug him out S0 the outbuilding?

A= Ne,

Q- Pid you de anything before you put him im the mtwuau‘n

‘P h *

Q- And what did you do after yeu had him in the eutduilding?

A- Well, I Just put Mnctshoro and went bask in the
housne mzmjm blood on the pereh.

Q- And what did you do them?

Wmds e.,,C.,S.
A- I went bask and cevered him wp with d/ceal-easit

~‘,I c.S

e» & dish towel, I dea't Mmew what it was,
Q- Did you take anything fyem his persensl effests or
eclothing?
A~ I didn't,
Q- What did you do then? '
A= Well, thers was & deg areund thero semsplace,
and he was rumaing all over yelliag his head eff.

(O FF

Q- And them what did you deo?

A I wemt in the heuse and told Garil "Let's g0 leek
#‘hr the dog.”

Q= Whieh gun 41d you have?
Ae Tan only oms I nec ves the L1,

' ALY ¥
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(Statement of Charles R. 3tarkweather)

YR

18

b- o e, e = ey = - I—

Q- Did you cateh up to him?

A= Noj I seen him ge by and I just shet st him.
Bow far was he when you shot at him?

A- Maybe thirty feet.

Pid you hit him?

A Ne yelled and kept on going.

What did you do them?

A- Oh, he was going so fast I wasn't going after him,

What did you de?

A- Fe and Cawil wallsed back to the houss.

Did you go im She heuse? \

A Yes,

And what door dld gpu go in this time?

A The porsh deoor, and after that we went im and
severed him \@.

¥hat did yeu do in the house whem Yyou were in there
Shis time?

A- I loolmd around fer & pistol or semething.
Did yeu find any?

A~ MNo,

Pid you find any weapon there at the house?

A~ I found two shetguns.

Whet did do with thea?

C s
A I twurmed them over in the froant roem or dadrddm

. and I wae logking at them.

ST Y Fuin it RNt g, s s e

pro
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Did you leave them?
A- Yes.
Did you take any weapons?
A~ Yes) o 28 pump.
Is that the 22 rifle?
A~ Yes.
And whese rifle was that?
A- That was his. |
TThat was the ome that he was carrying when you shot
him? |

AlS
A Yesj; and it jasmed om teo.
Did you tals anything else from the house?
A- I took & sweat shirt,
Pid you find smy meney in the houss?
A- Yes.
Where ai1d you find thas?
A- It was im the drewer, in the kitehea.
How mueh memey did m find there?
A~ 'I den't mew, I give it to Oaril and she counted
1t, dbut I don't lnow how much was there,
Pid ghe tell you how much was there?
A- I think she d4i1d, but X don'v remember.
¥ae it & large sum?

A I den't evem know what it was.

e

¥as it less than a hundred dollare?
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.mt did yeu do there?

(3tatement of Charles R. Starkweather) —l 21
]
I

A- Yeas; it "‘;"l.s; gﬁ;ﬁ & hundred.
Al)l right then, did you look through the house pretty
thoroughly before you left?

A~ Yes, I ilocked all cover for a gun,

And outside of the rifle and the money and the sweat
shirt did you take anything eise from Nr. Meyer's house?
A- A hat,

What kind of & hat was 1t?Y

A- It was a straw cexboy hat.

And anything olu!

A- We. 1

Mow leng were you and Caril thon@fhr the shoeting
took plloo!)

A= Well, we was in the house abeut & haif an hour,
and I leaded u the 22 and we walked em. And she toek
the 410, and we wallked on down te see where that dog
went to, and he was laying dewm there by the river,

I don't know whether he was dead or dying.

A- Dothing, Just lecoled at him and walked dack up
to the heuse,

¥hat time would you say that waas?

A~ About one o'cloek, maydbe 2 n'~laak,

P1d you ever go back ifito that outbuilding to Yook
at Mz, Meyens?
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{Scatament of Charlkss R. Atarkweathar )

A"" E@, not %mp e o

Were you satisfied that he waa dead?
A~ Ys@s.

Then what did you do after that?

A~ We wallted baok up to the heuse and we sat in there

sbout fifteen minutes,

Pid pou turn the mdig¢ on at &ny time while you were

ia the houne?

A- I didn't see & redio,

Wnat did you do timam?

A- We ualked on baak down to the car,
What time would you sty it was then?

A- Oh, abeut R:30 or 3.

And that's where your car was stwak in the lane?

A* Y.' .

What did you do when you got there?

A~ Well, we started Jaeking up the freat end and

pmm 1t back and taking the snow out, We toek a

spade with us, or, a shovel, whaiever it was,
Prom the Meyer fam?

A- Yes.

Where 41d you get that?

A- From his barm,

And did you get your car cut?

A- Yes,

az
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(8satement of Charieo Rh. Startmeather) -
“t—;i-l“;. thet ? | - ——«1»“—“
A» I dea'ts lmew,

Bow did yeu got i% sue§

A Well, she got tn &t and we busted it leosee frem
She onow, and we pushed it out onts the resd, and we
didn't get 1% out far enough on the road without geoiag
in the ditch ageia,

And 414 you got the car eut yourcelf?

A= Well, we get -~ yos, &s far as the end of that
road.,

And thea what happened?
A= We -~ of oourse, ahe guided it, and I pushed,

and we didmn't got 1% pushed back far eneugh witheyt
getting 1t ui&umm-.tum.l top..mml.. .
and seme guy eeme by iR & ear,
Wt kind of & ear?

A- I shink 8 '96 Pord,

Bow old & man?

A&~ About thirty-five,

Now was he drossed?

‘A» Ovesalls.

Bo appeared %o be & farmer?
&~ Yeu.

You don't mow Whe 1t was?

A= Do,
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Q-

How did he get }ou out?ﬂ’
el C S
A~ I had a little @&i., & cable deal, so I took it
out and put it on his car and mine,
I
What did you de to open the back?
A- The knife.
Is that the same lnife that you used out at the
Bartlett home?
A~ Yes.
And after you got that tow cable out of your trunk
what did you de?
A= Why, 1 hooked it on the back of my car and on the
front of his,
What part of your ear did you fasten it te?
A- The bumper,
And did he pull you out then?
A- Yes,
What happened after he pulled you out?

A- Why, I gave him & souple of dollars, and he took

off.

Where did you go then?

A- VWe headed to that there back road that leads up
into his place,

The other lane to his house?

A- Yes.

And did you head into the Meyer farm then?

(Statement of Charles R. Starkweather) 41»
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(Statement of Chariss R. Starkmenthor) | &%

A~ Ya otopped and epamad wp the gpies s&d wont en im, |

and sipraed them bahind was,
Pid pou gt out of the ear§ |
A= Caril got out of the esr and epamad vp the gates,
end I -

X8 that the gate Lhat ~-

A Theare's twe of thaem, thera's one desm by the read -~
That's what I was gethting o, wkiek gute are yeu
taiking absut

Ao Thers's twe of thew; there’s eme a8 peu drive
of7 of the road -»

And 18 that the ake that sie gt cut and openady

A- Then we got up te the ather ape.

And 414 abe spen thet tas?

A~ Yes,

And yeu stayed in thae earf

A~ Yes) and she weilkked up ts the Rre boeause 1% wAe
kind of muddy,

And wbere did you park your 2ar up thers 2% the farm?
A By & dig tank or asemathing that he kad thére.

Anéd then what 456 you 4§97 o
A~ Wall them, ve walled baek wWp te the hewss, o
Bié you zo bagk iR the heuss agaia?

A~ ¥oj; I went up to shat besk windew of that shack,

X looked in tko bask window of the shaak ﬁhﬂﬂﬁgAQQQ

- = o e
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You threw it on the greund?

I thought maybe semebody unsovered hiam,

What made you think that somebody had uncovered him?
A~ Because that white dish tewel had blowm off, |
Wag' the door open when you looked this time? |
A= Ne.

Where was the breese ceming from?

A= It ceuld have been underneath the deer, but it
loslesd 1iks then that semeone was there.

"at did yeu do then?

A= We thought we better get out ef there, |
Did you leave thea? \
A- Yes; we left them and went bask dewn the way we
eame,

Where did yeu go, you went out the same lane you had
Just driven in?

A= Yeos, ' ‘ /

After you shet Nr. Meyer out there &t the farm near
Beanet, did you ever pieck up the empty shell case?
A« Yes; I threw it -« where is that pisture, I can
tell you about whers I threw it,

A- This is the house behind there (indicating), and
that sidewalls, and 1% showld be layiag right ever there
{indiamting). I picked it up and tossed it away,

I give 1% a tess and it sheould ba thare,




_____ R —

(sut-cnt of Charles R, summ.r)

1 1R~ mv. were the hn.th et the mcm shells that yeu
2 bought at Tate's Service Station?

3 A- Three-ineh, ¢ ‘,,./ '
‘ l?/éwoﬁé‘w/ T the akeote
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